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Eastland of Mississippi served as chair-
man. | remember the various measures
that went before the Judiciary Com-
mittee for debate and action were
those bills that were agreed upon by
Senator Hruska and Senator Eastland.

Senator Hruska was a profound law-
yer, and | say that advisedly in the
sense of a little quibble. Everybody
will remember or the media friends
will remember when we were trying to
nominate a Supreme Court Justice,
that maybe he was not a graduate of
Harvard and, therefore, sort of what
they would call ‘‘mediocre talent.”
That nettled the Senator from Ne-
braska and he said, “Well, there are a
lot of people in the land and a lot of
lawyers of mediocre talent and maybe
they need representation on the
Court.”

I remember him as a very erudite
counsel who worked on these measures
seriously and with purpose and was
most respected. He has been a loss, |
say to Senator HAGEL. He has been
missed over the many years because he
held the line. We deliberated in a bipar-
tisan fashion, and he contributed to
that bipartisan leadership which is so
lacking today.

We ought to be working together. It
would be a happier day. But, unfortu-
nately, here we go again. The down-
town crowd thinks they can embellish
a computer glitch problem into a re-
form of the State tort laws with re-
spect to joint and several liability, pu-
nitive damages, and everything else. As
a result, it is a nonstarter.

Like last week, the folks thought it
would be good, since the President
said, ‘“I'm going to save 62 percent for
Social Security,”’ they one-
upmanshipped and said, “We’ll save 100
percent,” knowing all along the 100
percent going to pay down the debt was
coming from Social Security, increas-
ing the debt on Social Security, there-
by savaging, not saving, the fund. But
so it goes.

We do miss Senator Hruska. Mostly
we miss his habits and his leadership
and his balance in service. | think more
than the balanced budget, what we
need is balanced Senators.

With that, | yield the floor for a bal-
anced Senator, the distinguished Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, | lis-
tened with interest to the comments of
the Senator from Nebraska about the
late Senator Roman Hruska. There is
something unique about Nebraska.
There has been a long line of out-
standing Senators to represent that
State on both sides of the aisle. | know
my colleagues and | appreciate very
much both of our Senators from Ne-
braska, and they have carried on the
tradition of Senator Curtis and Sen-
ator Hruska for honesty and integrity
and a forthright addressing of the
issues.

I know Senator Hruska is proud of
Senator HAGEL, as Senator HAGEL and
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the rest of us who had the privilege of
knowing Senator Hruska appreciate
him and his service for 22 years in the
Senate —a very long time.

| agree with the comments of my old,
dear friend from South Carolina that
we do need more balance in the Senate.
He and | occasionally find ourselves on
different sides of an issue, as we do on
this one. But our disagreements have
been characterized with mutual respect
and appreciation. And frankly, | enjoy
the debates I have had over the years
with the Senator from South Carolina
because he marshals his audience, and
not only that, he from time to time in-
jects a degree of humor that illumi-
nates as well as elevates the debate.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, |
rise today to pay tribute to former U.S.
Senator Roman Hruska, who served
Nebraska and our Nation with honor,
dignity and ability for 22 years in the
U.S. Senate, from 1954 to 1976.

I join my colleagues in mourning the
passing of Roman Hruska. Roman was
a man who embodied all the positive
traits of a good public servant. He was
selfless, a man of integrity and char-
acter, and someone who was committed
to helping others.

I had the pleasure of serving with
Roman during his entire service in the
U.S. Senate. He and | were both Mem-
bers of the class of 1954.

It is my hope that others will be in-
spired by Roman’s commitment to pub-
lic service and helping others. He was a
good man who will be missed by a large
circle of friends in and out of the Sen-
ate.

ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, | rise
today in support of legislation intro-
duced by Senator ROTH that would per-
manently protect the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. The fate of the Arctic
Refuge has been one of the highest pro-
file natural resources issues of the past
20 years and will continue to be a key
issue in the environmental debate. The
Refuge is one of the last unspoiled wil-
derness areas in the United States, and
is most often referred to as the “bio-
logical heart’” of Alaska and ‘‘Amer-
ica’s Serengeti.”

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
is the only place in the United States
where a full range of sub-arctic and
arctic ecosystems are protected in one
unbroken stretch of land. This 1.5 mil-
lion acre coastal plain is home to a
vast number of species including arctic
foxes, musk oxen, wolves, polar and
grizzly bears, wolverines, and more
than 135 varieties of birds. The area is
also the main calving ground for the
120,000 head porcupine caribou herd,
which migrates each spring to feed on
the vegetation found there.

In the summer of 1997, | traveled to
the refuge and was able to see first
hand how beautiful and important this
land is to both Alaska and the Nation.
As part of a Senate delegation, | vis-
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ited the port of Valdez, where oil is
loaded onto tankers, and | traveled
along the pipeline that brings oil from
the north. | also flew over the refuge
itself, including the Mollie Beattie Wil-
derness. | was astounded by the natural
beauty of this area that is home to
such variety of plants and animals that
rely on the delicate balance that exists
in this pristine wilderness. | also vis-
ited a number of native communities
along the North Slope and spoke to the
inhabitants about their life in this
unique environment that they depend
on for both their cultural identity and
their survival. As a nation we must
continue to protect this vital eco-
system and work to bring good jobs,
education, and health care to these na-
tive communities.

| continue to believe that the United
States dependence on oil and its by-
products cannot overshadow the impor-
tance of keeping ANWR free from the
traditional impacts of oil drilling and
exploration. The technological im-
provements within the oil industry
make it possible for the oil companies
to use a slant drilling technique to har-
vest the oil in a manner that may not
impact the ecosystem to the degree
traditional techniques would. But drill-
ing and exploration in this gentle Arc-
tic wilderness at this time could have a
lasting impact that would forever dam-
age the environment of this region.

| applaud the Senator from Dela-
ware’s commitment to permanent pro-
tection for this unique linkage of eco-
systems upon which the local commu-
nities depend, and the American com-
munity as a whole should value as a
national and natural treasure.

U.Ss. COMMERCE DEPARTMENT’S
NEW INTERNET PATENT AND
TRADEMARKS DATABASE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, | would
like to commend Commerce Secretary
William Daley, acting Commissioner of
Patents and Trademarks Q. Todd Dick-
inson, and the U.S. Department of
Commerce for their hard work and
dedication in establishing the new Pat-
ent and Trademark Office Internet
database. This online database truly
reinvents how the government does
business and how business innovation
can flourish with government’s help.
This database will help erode some of
the traditional barriers that have hin-
dered business innovation in small,
rural states like Vermont.

As an avid Internet user, | have long
advocated a transition to an online
database for trademarks and patents.
The prior painstaking process of
searching existing patents and trade-
marks was a time-consuming frustra-
tion for inventors. Last Congress | co-
authored an amendment to the Omni-
bus Patent Act of 1997, which would
have required the creation of computer
networks to provide electronic access
to patent information. I am proud that
the database unveiled today achieves
the goal of universal electronic access
to trademarks and patents.
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This new system of instant on-line
access to the entire patent applica-
tion—including the drawings—will
greatly promote innovation and tech-
nology by showing researchers what
the current science is. With this new
database, there are now more than two
million complete patents on-line dat-
ing back to 1976 and 1 million trade-
marks dating back to 1870.

This patent and trademark database
could not have come at a better time.
In the last 2 years, patent applications
have increased by 25 percent and trade-
mark applications have increased by 16
percent. In 1998, the Patent and Trade-
mark Office received over a quarter of
a million applications for patents
alone, and they issued more than
150,000 patents.

Advancements in medicine, informa-
tion  technology, pharmaceuticals,
transportation, environmental protec-
tion, manufacturing, agriculture, en-
tertainment and countless other areas
of science depend on patents. New
investions build on exisitng science,
and existing science will now be avail-
able to anyone with Internet access—
whether they live in the Northeast
Kingdom of Vermont or Nome, Alaska
or Silicon Valley, California.

This free Internet access changes the
dynamic for American independent in-
ventors and for corporate giants. Citi-
zens who simply want to learn more by
browsing the Web, students doing
school projects, independent inventors
and corporate research departments
now can search this vast database. |
have supported this development for
several years and am delighted that it
is fully up and running.

TRIBUTE TO STATE DIRECTOR
BILL LAMB UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, | rise
today to recognize Bill Lamb upon his
retirement for his thirty-six years of
dedicated service with the Bureau of
Land Management. Mr. Lamb retired
on April 2, 1999 after four successful
years as BLM’s State Director in Utah.

As native Utahn, Bill Lamb began to
work for the BLM in 1963 at the age of
22. A graduate of Utah State Univer-
sity, he served in a number of positions
varying from a range conservationist,
Director of the Arizona Strip to a
budget official here in Washington. For
the last four years Bill has served as
the Utah State BLM Director. | know
that | speak for all of the members of
the Utah delegation when | say that it
has been a privilege to work with him.

I have watched Bill perform with
grace under pressure, always dealing
with the contentious land management
issues in Utah with an even-hand and a
listening ear. His well-deserved reputa-
tion for always being honest and can-
did helped sooth over the hard feelings
and frayed nerves brought on by the
creation of the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument. He was
instrumental in the successful comple-
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tion of the historic Utah Schools and
Lands Exchange Act of 1998 which trad-
ed State Trust lands locked up in the
Grand Staircase for other federal lands
in Utah.

Bill worked to preserve important
wildlife habitat and at the same time,
increased public participation through
the creation of the Washington County
Desert Tortoise Habitat Conservation
Plan and the reestablishment of the
citizens’ advisory board. He always
strived to maintain a balance between
conservation and utilization and in the
process earned a reputation for being
one of the most able and affable leaders
within BLM. | will miss his valuable
advice and perspective tremendously.

Secretary Babbitt said: “‘Bill Lamb
has done a remarkable job in one of the
most demanding positions in the
BLM.”’ | could not agree more. | thank
Bill for his service that was at many
times thankless. He will be sorely
missed. | wish him great success in his
future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO JAMES B. MCMILLAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | rise to
day to pay tribute to James B. McMil-
lan, pioneer and leader of the civil
rights movement in Nevada. James Mc-
Millan was a longtime Las Vegas den-
tist whose name was often associated
with the local civil rights movement as
well as the desegregation of Las Vegas
casinos.

Dr. McMillan has been widely praised
for his role in bringing down the color
barriers in Las Vegas. He began his ex-
emplary career in Detroit and then
moved to Las Vegas where he became
the first practicing black dentist. His
pioneering initiatives were displayed
through such efforts as helping to form
the Human Rights Commission and his
1964 Senate run as the first black from
Nevada to run for the U.S. Senate. Ad-
ditionally, in 1971, McMillan became
the first black to be appointed to the
Nevada Board of Dental Examiners.

When McMillan first arrived in Las
Vegas the town was dubbed the *“‘Mis-
sissippi of the West’’ and blacks were
generally not allowed in hotel-casinos.
While serving in the Korean war, Mc-
Millan opened his home to house black
entertainers. At the time, black enter-
tainers were rapidly escorted in and
out of hotels and were not allowed to
fraternize with hotel guests but only to
perform in the show rooms. However,
desegregation began shortly before Mc-
Millan first came to Las Vegas in 1955
with the opening of the Moulin Rouge,
the first integrated hotel-casino.
Throughout his career McMillan
worked to further the accessibility to
hotel-casinos for blacks.

McMillan first felt the call to partici-
pate in the civil rights movement amid
a turbulent atmosphere in 1959 at a
NAACP Freedom Front Dinner. The
speaker was NAACP Field Secretary
Tarea Hall Pittman whose subject was
““Las Vegas, now is the time.” Despite
death threats, McMillan began orga-
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nizing for a local peace march on the
Strip which turned the tide in the
struggle for integration. From this
point on, McMillan devoted his life to
provide and expand opportunities for
blacks. He began to register black vot-
ers and recruit black teachers for local
schools. At age 74 he was elected to the
Clark County School Board. Eventu-
ally a school in northwest Las Vegas,
The James B. McMillan Elementary
School, was named in his honor.

Last year, McMillan published his
autobiography, ““Fighting Back—A Life
in the Struggle for Civil Rights.”
James B. McMillan’s life truly was a
reflection of a valiant, idealistic, and
nonviolent struggle for equality. His
lifeworks have opened doors for many
blacks in the United States and will
continue to be an inspiration for all
who are engaged in the race for equal-
ity.

This U.S. Senator is a better person
because of the efforts of Dr. McMillan.
Nevada is a better state because of Dr.
McMillan’s refusal to accept the status
quo and his lifelong dedication in the
struggle for equality.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business Friday, April 23, 1999,
the federal debt stood at
$5,586,140,738,923.35 (Five trillion, five
hundred eighty-six billion, one hundred
forty million, seven hundred thirty-
eight thousand, nine hundred twenty-
three dollars and thirty-five cents).

One year ago, April 23, 1998, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,501,159,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred one billion,
one hundred fifty-nine million).

Fifteen years ago, April 23, 1984, the
federal debt stood at $1,486,568,000,000
(One trillion, four hundred eighty-six
billion, five hundred sixty-eight mil-
lion).

Twenty-five years ago, April 23, 1974,
the federal debt stood at $471,225,000,000
(Four hundred seventy-one billion, two
hundred twenty-five million) which re-
flects a debt increase of more than $5
trillion—$5,114,915,738,923.35 (Five tril-
lion, one hundred fourteen billion, nine
hundred fifteen million, seven hundred
thirty-eight thousand, nine hundred
twenty-three dollars and thirty-five
cents) during the past 25 years.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, last
Wednesday, | came to the floor of the
Senate to thank my colleagues who of-
fered their sympathies for the victims
and their families involved in the trag-
ic shooting at Columbine High School
in Littleton, Colorado. I also wanted
the people in Colorado to know that
our hearts in the United States Senate
were with all of the families through
this terrible and tragic time.

Since then, the victims have been
identified. Today, it is with deep sad-
ness that | include for the RECORD the
names of the innocent victims at Col-
umbine High School. | believe it is a
fitting tribute for the United States
Senate to recognize these 12 students
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