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are engaged in a conflict in which the
primary goal seems to be to avoid
American casualties, the secondary
goal to avoid Serbian casualties. So the
only real casualties are among the
Kosovar Albanians, the people the con-
flict was designed to protect.

The President will not, and should
not, send our troops into Kosovo and
won’t arm the Kosovo rebels so they
can defend themselves. We bomb build-
ings that we are certain are empty but
not television towers or airports. We
bomb o0il storage depots but allow oil
tankers to unload replacement o0il
within sight of our fleet.

At this point, of course, a conflict
over an issue that was not vital to our
national security in the beginning has
now escalated to one that is, both with
respect to the refugees and to the sur-
vival of NATO itself, all due to the friv-
olous and half-hearted nature of our
military operations. In the abstract,
this fact lays weight to the arguments
of Senators LUGAR and MCCAIN, among
others, to lift the artificial and self-de-
feating renunciation of ground oper-
ations.

But their arguments flounder disas-
trously with the first whiff of reality.
This is a war run by committee. A
dozen politicians from almost as many
countries must sign off on targets even
with respect to the air war. The United
States has not even sought NATO con-
sent to arm the Kosovars and to block-
ade Yugoslavia.

Does any Senator believe for a mo-
ment that this administration will
wage or is capable of waging a real war
with victory as its goal? No.

We have only four realistic alter-
natives, all unpalatable. First, there is
the remote hope that Milosevic will
surrender and agree to our demands.
Under those circumstances, we would
get to occupy Kosovo for perhaps 25
years. Second, we may quit and go
home, leaving chaos in our wake.
Third, the most likely outcome now is
a settlement brokered by the Russians
in which the 90 percent of Albanian
Kosovars get the poorest half of a dev-
astated province and the 10 percent
Serb Kosovars get the best half. We
will then be asked to rebuild Kosovo,
Albania, Macedonia, and probably Ser-
bia as well. President Clinton will pro-
claim this a victory.

The fourth and last alternative is a
gradual escalation of the air war, fol-
lowed by gradual escalation on the
ground, without any prospect of real
victory but at a very real cost in Amer-
ican lives and the expenditure of bil-
lions of American dollars.

Each of these alternatives, Mr. Presi-
dent, is a terrible disservice to the
brave American men and women who
are loyally fighting this war and who
deserve better from our leaders. Each
is a tragedy for the hundreds of thou-
sands of Kosovar Albanians rooted out
of destroyed homes, turned into impov-
erished refugees or killed outright.

It is those prospects that the Senate
should be debating, using such time as
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is proportionate to the seriousness of
the issues.

But we are now faced with the pros-
pect of a $12 billion add-on to a $2 bil-
lion supplemental appropriations bill,
with little opportunity for debate and
no opportunity to amend or condition
that appropriation. What should have
been an occasion for a serious debate
will become instead a venture in avoid-
ing the responsibility to ask and to an-
swer hard questions.

That is a game the Senate should not
play. At the very least, we should allow
those who propose intervention on the
ground an opportunity to make their
case, and those of us who wish to arm
the rebels a chance to make ours.

An appropriation covering the cost of
this conflict until October without se-
riously debated conditions is a blank
check to the President to conduct the
conflict as he pleases. It is all the au-
thorization for war on the ground he is
ever likely to seek. It is a total abdica-
tion of our responsibilities. I cannot
support such an action. I will do all I
can to defeat it.

Mr. WYDEN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

———
TRAGIC SCHOOL SHOOTINGS
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, once

again the Senate is grieving for one of
our communities that has suffered a
tragic school shooting. We are all pro-
foundly saddened today by the news
out of the State of Colorado.

For those of us from my home State
of Oregon, this feeling is, unfortu-
nately, too familiar. It was just about
a year ago that this same form of evil
visited Thurston High School in Or-
egon. And I want to say, first and fore-
most, to the people of Colorado that
Oregon’s heart goes out to all of you
today. The people of Colorado are in
our prayers.

If our experience can be any measure
of comfort, I would offer the observa-
tion that in Colorado, just as it was in
Oregon, the parents and students will
find that their neighbors can be an in-
credible resource of support. There is
more strength in our communities
than we realize. And while nothing—
nothing—can ever ease this sort of
pain, that strength does possess a tre-
mendous healing power.

Mr. President, why are we seeing
these tragedies in our country? We feel
so good about the very strong econ-
omy. We play a preeminent leadership
role in the world. There are so many
good things in our Nation. But we send
our children off to school in the morn-
ing and so often we have to worry that
they might be gunned down by a class-
mate. What has produced this horrible
evil?

I do not come to the floor of the Sen-
ate today to say I have the answers,
but I know that we are not doing our
job in this body if we do not try to find

April 21, 1999

them. And it seems to me those of us
from the States that have seen this
horrible scourge—the Senators from
Colorado and Arkansas and Kentucky
and my own of Oregon—need to sit
down together—and soon—and begin a
meaningful conversation about the
practical and concrete steps that can
be taken to prevent these tragedies. We
ought to talk with everyone, we ought
to talk with Sarah Brady, who has one
point of view, talk with the National
Rifle Association, who has another
point of view. We need to have a con-
crete dialogue with all who have been
part of this national discussion to find
a way to stop these tragedies.

In the wake of what happened in
Springfield, OR, Senator GORDON SMITH
and I worked, on a bipartisan basis, to
make sure that if a kid brought a gun
to school, action would be taken to
treat that as a five-alarm warning.
Looking at yesterday’s tragedy, it
seems to me that our bipartisan bill
would not have been enough, because
these students had never been caught
with guns in school before. But the
facts appear to be that the students
there knew that this group was in-
volved with weapons and that they had
been engaged in potentially dangerous
activities. We need to find ways to
translate this knowledge into concrete
approaches so the authorities can take
steps to protect our youngsters in our
schools.

Mr. President, so many Members of
this body are parents. Many of our col-
leagues have been blessed with grand-
children. It chills all of us to the bone
to think that this can happen in our
communities, and that it has happened
too often.

The people have elected us to lead.
This is a problem which cannot be
avoided. I am going to do everything I
can, in a bipartisan fashion, with col-
leagues from other States that have
seen these tragedies, to find those prac-
tical steps so parents across this coun-
try can have the certainty that when
they send their youngsters to school
they will come home safely at the end
of the day.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
thank the Chair and I also thank my
good friend from Vermont, the chair-
man of the committee that I serve on
with him. I wanted to just take a few
minutes to focus the attention of the
Senate on this terrible tragedy that oc-
curred yesterday in our schools. We all
now know two students of Columbine
High School in Littleton, CO, stormed
into their school and began shooting at
students and teachers, yesterday. The
last that I heard, police believed that
16 people have been Kkilled. Many of
them were either just beginning their
lunch or were studying in the library
at the time they were assaulted. The
details behind the violence are over-
whelming, and the motivations leading
to it are incomprehensible to all of us.
But we are left wondering how this
could happen in a suburban community
like Littleton, CO.
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I know we all grieve with the parents
of those students and the families of
the faculty who were Kkilled yesterday.

Our Nation has witnessed five violent
events in our schools during the past 17
months and we need to focus on that
pattern of activity. Five communities
have experienced this violence first-
hand:

In Paducah, KY, in December of 1997,
December 1, 1997, a 14-year-old boy shot
and killed three girls at Heath High
School in Kentucky and the shooter
wounded five others.

On March 24, 1998, in Jonesboro, AR,
two young boys hiding in the woods
began shooting at their classmates and
their teachers.

At Edinboro, PA, on April 25 of 1998
another 14-year-old student of Parker
Middle School shot and killed a teach-
er and two other boys were wounded.

In Fayetteville, TN, less than a year
ago, on March 19 of 1998, a senior at
Lincoln County High School in Ten-
nessee shot and killed a fellow student.
And then in Springfield, OR, 2 days
after the Tennessee incident, on May 21
of 1998, a 1b-year-old student opened
fire at Thurston High School in Oregon
and killed two students and wounded 22
others.

We should not wait for another inci-
dent to happen before we take some ac-
tion here in the Congress. These trage-
dies are the reason that last year I in-
troduced a bill entitled ‘“The Safe
Schools Security Act.” The bill passed
the Senate unanimously, I believe. Un-
fortunately, it was dropped in the con-
ference. This year, a little over a
month ago, on March 17, I again intro-
duced the Safe Schools Security Act.
In my view, we need to move ahead
with that legislation. We have waited
too long.

Yesterday the importance of this bill
was made more evident by what we ob-
served in Colorado. Recent studies
show that our children fear they will
be the victims of crime in school. Mr.
President, 29 percent of our elementary
schoolchildren fear that, 34 percent of
our junior high, and 20 percent of our
high school students fear they will be a
victim of a crime while at school, ac-
cording to a recent poll.

The schoolyard fight which I was fa-
miliar with when I was growing up is
no longer the worst fear that students
have. Mr. President, 75 percent of chil-
dren ages 7 through 10 say they do
worry about being shot or stabbed, and
13 percent of high school seniors report
being threatened by a weapon between
1995 and 1996.

In 1997, a high school in my home
State, Belen High School in Belen, NM,
decided to improve school security.
They did so in an effort to protect their
students and their teachers and the
school property. Belen partnered with
Sandia National Laboratories, one of
our Department of Energy Labs in Al-
buquerque, to try to accomplish this
security upgrade. The results have
been impressive. After 2 years, Belen
High School experienced a T75-percent
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reduction in school violence, a 30-per-
cent reduction in truancy, an 80-per-
cent reduction in vehicle break-ins in
the school parking lot, and a 75-percent
reduction in vandalism.

Most noteworthy, Belen realized a
100-percent reduction in the presence of
unauthorized people on school grounds.
This is an issue in more and more of
our schools today. They implemented
several security measures, including
placing security officers on permanent
patrol on the campus, fencing the prop-
erty, and restricting access to a single
entrance where students and visitors
could be monitored. They installed
cameras in the parking lots to monitor
vehicles and student activities.
Through cooperation with the local po-
lice, the high school in Belen secured a
police officer to work with the campus
security officers and to patrol the
school grounds after school to prevent
unauthorized access.

This Safe Schools Security Act,
which I have introduced again this
year, S. 638, will also establish a secu-
rity technology center that Sandia
would operate to provide security as-
sessments of middle schools and high
schools, and to offer advice to schools
about the security measures that are
needed to be implemented and im-
proved. The act would provide money
and grants to local schools so they
could purchase the appropriate tech-
nology and hire the necessary per-
sonnel to beef up security.

Obviously, improving school security
will not guarantee that violence ceases
in our schools.

It is a start. By restricting access, we
can reduce unauthorized persons com-
ing onto school grounds. By installing
cameras on some of our school cam-
puses, schools can be forewarned of
problems in certain areas of the cam-
pus, and law enforcement can utilize
those cameras in situations like the
hostage situation that occurred yester-
day in Colorado.

By planning the construction of
schools with security in mind, we can
begin to minimize the risks of violence
occurring in our schools. Teachers and
administrators need to identify their
schools’ security weaknesses. The per-
sonnel who have been working on this
issue at Sandia Labs, with Federal
money I should point out, have devel-
oped some expertise that can be helpful
to some of our schools in this regard.
Because of yesterday’s tragedy, par-
ents, teachers, and community leaders
are asking, what can be done to protect
our schools, and all of us in America
are debating what can be done.

This bill cannot ensure that our chil-
dren will be safe in school, but it will
provide schools with a course of action
to follow and with some resources to
begin addressing this problem in a
meaningful way.

We all know that most schools do not
have the financial resources to pur-
chase security technology, and high
schools and middle schools often lack
the technical expertise to know what
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kind of technology will best serve their
school. This bill could help to provide
that expertise and help to give good ad-
vice, expert advice to schools on appro-
priate technology and on appropriate
actions that could be taken to make
our schools more secure.

Mr. President, with this terrible
tragedy still very much in front of us,
I urge that we consider the proposals
that I have set forth in this bill. I urge
that we think about what action we
can take to lessen the likelihood of
these types of incidents in the future.
Obviously, our children are our most
important resource in this country,
and I believe some additional effort in
this regard would be well advised and
strongly supported by all my col-
leagues.

I hope we can move ahead on this
bill. I appreciate very much the chance
to speak on it today.

I yield the floor.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, this
morning we all have to return to busi-
ness, but it is an especially difficult
day to do so.

It is difficult to think of anything
other than the terrible tragedy in
Littleton, CO yesterday.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families of Columbine High
School—the students and staff injured;
the families of those who were Killed;
and everyone who suffered the terri-
fying ordeal there.

Our nation is suffering, too—at the
thought that such horrifying events
are taking place all too often in our
country.

It was heartening to see so many par-
ents reunited with their children yes-
terday. Still, those joyful hugs were
bittersweet reminders of the families
waiting for students and staff who
didn’t come home.

These families and the community of
Littleton have lost their loved ones,
and their lives will never be the same
again. Their losses cannot be replaced.
They, and everyone affected by yester-
day’s events, have lost their innocence,
too.

We all want to believe that our
schools will be places where children
can learn in a safe, supportive environ-
ment, where they will learn not only
what they need to go on to college or
vocational school or work, but also
what they need to become well-bal-
anced, emotionally secure people.

Certainly schools cannot be expected
to do the job by themselves. It does
take a village to raise a child.

It takes, first and foremost, parents
who love and respect and talk to and
spend time with their children. Parents
must be prepared to meet the daunting
challenge of rearing children in a soci-
ety that seems to move too fast. As im-
portant as schools are, parents are
their children’s first and most compel-
ling teachers. Parents must realize
that, even when they aren’t conscious
of it, they are teaching their children
constantly. Their example is the most
powerful teaching tool available, and it
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can be used to constructive or destruc-
tive ends. Our children’s values origi-
nate from their parents’ values—those
taught, and those exemplified, those
that are negative and those that are
positive.

It also takes a child care system that
pays its workers more than the min-
imum wage. It takes schools that truly
educate and do their best to give every
student the attention he or she needs.
It takes qualified teachers who value
their students and, in turn, are valued
by us. It takes friends and neighbors
who get involved in supporting parents,
schools, and children. It takes a juve-
nile justice system that protects soci-
ety from violent criminals and strives
to intervene in youthful offenders’
lives before they are beyond our help.
It takes a society that shows children
the way without alienating them.

It takes all of us.

Our schools are populated by a tal-
ented, committed generation of young
people. I am optimistic about our fu-
ture, their future. It is a sad reality
that just a few people can cause such
great devastation—in our schools and
on our streets. The problem is not our
children—it is our failure to deal ade-
quately with their needs. Too many of
today’s children face intense fear,
anger, and confusion. They need our
time and attention. They need us to
teach them how to deal with those
emotions in constructive ways.

Even children who have good val-
ues—and are good kids—face incredible
emotional and societal challenges and
pressures that most children of my
generation never had to worry about.
And they need our help. I never had to
worry about assault weapons or pipe
bombs when I went to school. I wasn’t
confronted with drug pushers. And I
had two loving parents who were in-
volved in my education and my life.

We can’t go back in time, and we
shouldn’t undercut our basic freedoms.
But we do have to work together—
every one of us—to address the prob-
lems that threaten the fabric of our so-
ciety.

We can—and should—have a thought-
ful discussion about how to shape a
comprehensive national response to the
problem of violence in our schools and
our communities. We should have that
discussion soon.

But today is about grieving the loss
of those Kkilled, sending positive
thoughts to those who were injured,
and praying for everyone involved in
this terrible tragedy.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, yes-
terday’s tragedy in Littleton, Colorado
has brought the nation together in our
sense of shock and horror. I want the
people of Littleton to know that they
are in our thoughts and our hearts. We
cannot know the devastation they
must feel, and we can only imagine,
“what if that were my child?”’ In this
time of terrible sorrow, your nation
sends its profound sympathy.

Yesterday, two heavily-armed stu-
dents went into Columbine High School
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in Littleton, in what has been de-
scribed as a suicide mission, to bring
violence and death on their classmates,
their teachers, and themselves.

One student last night, a girl from
another high school who visited Col-
umbine to show her support, made a
very important observation: ‘‘People
always say ‘it couldn’t happen here; it
couldn’t happen to me,” well, it did
happen here; it did happen to us.” We
must ask ourselves what we can to stop
this senseless violence from happening
again in another town, another com-
munity, another school.

As we begin to sort through the
aftermath of this terrible tragedy, in-
evitably we will arrive at the question
“why?”’ It is too easy for a young per-
son these days to feel anonymous—to
go unseen. Too many young people in
America will wake up today, walk
through the neighborhood, attend a
crowded school, walk through the shop-
ping mall, and return home—without
ever getting acknowledgment or rec-
ognition or support from even one
adult.

As a nation, we must make a deter-
mined effort to change this unfortu-
nate fact. We have a responsibility to
the nation’s young people to do better.
I have talked to too many young peo-
ple who say that ‘‘adults just don’t
seem to care about me.” Sometimes
just a conversation or even a smile can
send an important message to a young
person—‘‘You matter. I want things to
go well for you. If you need help, I'm
here.”

Young people today are different in
many ways than when we were young,
but one thing hasn’t changed. They
still need our understanding, and our
compassion. And they need to know
that someone cares about them so that
they don’t see violence as a solution.
Violence is not an option. We cannot
tolerate violence in our schools.

Tragically, these two students at
Columbine High School, who so des-
perately wanted someone’s attention
have finally succeeded. In their cry to
be heard, they have done irreparable
damage to the families and community
of Littleton. And as we search for an
explanation, we find ourselves strug-
gling to understand who those two boys
were and how they could commit such
an awful crime.

There is not a legislative solution to
the problem of violence in our schools.
Instead, we must begin a national dia-
logue about what we all can do to let
children know that violence is simply
not acceptable. As we all reflect on
yesterday, each one of us should ask
ourselves what we can do to make a
difference. We each must take respon-
sibility to do a better job in letting all
children know that adults care about

them . . . that there are other ways to
make their voice heard . . . that they
matter.

For the last three years, I have co-
sponsored, with former Senator Kemp-
thorne, a resolution establishing the
Day of Concern About Young People
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and Gun Violence. Every year we have
received dozens of Senate cosponsors—
56 last year—and widespread support
from the Parent-Teacher Association,
Mothers Against Violence in America,
the National Association of Student
Councils, and others.

But more importantly, last year
more than a million students signed a
pledge promising they would never
take a gun to school, would never use a
gun to settle a dispute, and would use
their influence to prevent friends from
using guns to settle disputes. I hope all
of my Senate colleagues will join me
this year in cosponsoring and passing
this important resolution establishing
the Day of Concern on October 21, 1999.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, my wife
Joan and I were shocked and dismayed
at the violence and bloodshed at Col-
umbine High School in Littleton, Colo-
rado yesterday.

Words cannot do justification to the
deep sense of loss all of us are feeling
today following the tragedy. But
words—these words, and the words of
our prayers—are what we have to offer
now.

I offer my condolences to all those
who lost loved ones, and to those whose
loved ones have been wounded, hurt,
and terrified.

I would like to ask America for their
prayers as well. They are needed. The
Columbine High School community is
in shock, the State of Colorado is in
shock, and America is in shock.

Before I left my office just now, I
heard the final number of casualties—
15. Fifteen lives, most of them young,
ended yesterday by savage violence.

This is a wound, a scar, that will not
be removed, and for those who bear the
worst of this burden my wife and I offer
all our compassion, our sympathy and
our prayers.

We should recognize the heroism of
the local police, the emergency per-
sonnel, and others who responded, as
well as the heroism of the students and
teachers caught in the attack. Many
put their lives on the line to rescue
students and escort them to safety.

The simple, unplanned bravery and
courage of those who did whatever they
could—in the midst of mayhem and
terror—to avert further tragedy might
never be fully known but should be
fully acknowledged.

There are far too many of my col-
leagues who have had this experience—
who have watched as news of school
shootings and teen violence spread
across the media. This tragedy erupted
in Colorado, but it is part of a nation-
wide concern.

In the coming months there will be
time, and there will be a need, for us to
commit ourselves to finding a solution
to this tragic problem. We must ask
ourselves how this could happen, and
what can be done to prevent it from
ever happening again. There is, I am
sure, no simple solution. But we must
pledge ourselves to doing what we can.

Right now, however, I think the best
response in the aftermath of this hor-
ror is, as Governor Bill Owens said, to
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hug our children. To hug them, and
think about providing a better, more
secure future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I think,
be it Senator ALLARD or his wife or
myself or my wife or any American, we
woke up this morning to watch the
morning news to be saddened by the
situation in Kosovo but to be brought
to tears by the situation in Littleton,
CO. It is a tragic time and a very sad
day for America. I concur with my col-
league from Colorado, there are no
easy answers. There were brave people
and there were wonderful young people
who lost their lives. So let me join
with my colleague from Colorado in ex-
pressing our concern, our sympathy,
and our condolences to all involved in
this tragic issue.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding that Senator BOXER and I
have been given 30 minutes in morning
business today. Is that true?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is
correct.

Mr. REID. I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada is recognized.

———
EARTH DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a
lot going on in the world today. We
have the conflict in Kosovo. We have,
as the Senator from Oregon pointed
out, the calamity that has taken place
in the State of Colorado, dealing with
the death of 16 children, or maybe even
more.

In spite of these very dramatic
events taking place around the world, I
think it is appropriate that we pause
and reflect on one of the most impor-
tant days we have each year, and that
is Earth Day, which is tomorrow.

As we know, tomorrow will be the
culminating day of this week legisla-
tively because of the events that will
take place with the 50th anniversary of
NATO. So tomorrow we will be unable
to celebrate Earth Day here in the Sen-
ate. So Senator BOXER and I felt it was
appropriate that we spend some time
with some of our colleagues talking
about Earth Day and the importance of
Earth Day.

There are a number of ways we can
celebrate Earth Day, but I think there
is no way that is more appropriate
than talking about one of the things
which sets the United States apart
from any other nation, and that is our
great National Park System. We are
the envy of the rest of the world. When
people talk about successes in Govern-
ment, I think they must reflect upon
our National Park System.

We have 54 national parks in the
United States. In addition to that, we
have a number of other entities within
our National Park System that are im-
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portant. But today I want to talk
about our national parks.

We are very fortunate in Nevada; we
have one of the 54 national parks. It is
a unique setting. The Great Basin Na-
tional Park is the baby of our National
Park System. There is only one na-
tional park that is newer than the
Great Basin National Park. And we are
so happy to have the Great Basin Na-
tional Park. It was 60 years in its com-
ing.

I can remember when I introduced
legislation to have this beautiful facil-
ity become a national park. This chart
shows part of our national park. It is
Wheeler Peak, which is about 13,000
feet high. You can see the majesty of
this great mountain.

When I introduced this legislation,
President Reagan was President of the
United States. There were times that
were very partisan then, as now, and
the Secretary of Agriculture was ask-
ing the President to veto the creation
of the national park.

I called in the Director of the Na-
tional Park System, William Penn
Mott, and I said, I am really worried
that the President is going to veto the
legislation creating this national park.
He looked at me and said, There is no
way President Reagan is going to veto
this national park. He said, I have been
with President Reagan; I worked with
him when he was Governor of the State
of California, and he has assigned me
to be the superintendent of the parks
for our country. He said, It was in the
1930s when I was a park ranger that I
was called upon by Senator Key Pitt-
man, a Senator from Nevada, to travel
to Nevada to find a location for a na-
tional park. I went there, and I found
that location. It is this exact spot that
you have chosen to designate as a na-
tional park.

And he said, for political reasons, it
has never come to reality. He said that
possibility is now, and there is no way
that President Reagan would veto the
creation of this gem that we have in
the State of Nevada.

He was right. The President gladly
signed the bill, and we now have as
part of our National Park System the
Great Basin National Park. We could
pick any one of the 54 units in our Na-
tional Park System, and I am sure peo-
ple from those States would be just as
proud of that park as I am of the Great
Basin National Park. This park has
Wheeler Peak, which I show you here,
but in addition to that, we have in the
Great Basin National Park the only
glacier in the State of Nevada.

In addition to that, you cannot see
them here, but in this park we have
bristlecone pine trees, the oldest living
things in the world, more than 5,000
years old. We are going to celebrate a
new millennium, 2,000 years. Well, 3,000
years before Christ was born, these
trees started growing. That is an old
tree, oldest living thing in the world
located in this national park.

In addition to that, we have the Leh-
man Caves. The Lehman Caves are in-
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teresting because they were discovered
unintentionally by a cowboy out doing
whatever cowboys do. Suddenly he
finds he and his horse have dropped
into this subterranean cavern that be-
came the Lehman Caves, which has
been visited by hundreds of thousands
of people over the years.

I am very proud of our National Park
System. I am proud of the Great Basin
National Park. Senator GRAHAM and I
introduced legislation yesterday that
will take $500 million a year from a
fund that is already created, not new
taxes, and put it into the National
Park System where we are $4 billion in
arrears just maintaining our national
parks, maintaining the trails, the bath-
rooms, the information centers, the
things that are so necessary to main-
tain this great program we have called
our National Park System.

Certainly as part of Earth Day, we
must recognize the fact that part of
celebrating Earth Day has to be our
National Park System. One last thing,
because I see my colleagues on the
floor, we are so honored in the State of
Nevada, Dale Antonich, who is the
chief park ranger of the Lake Mead
recreation area, which is part of our
National Park System, was chosen as
this year’s recipient of the Harry
Yount National Park Ranger Award for
excellence in rangering. This is impor-
tant because he has been chosen by his
peers to be the top park ranger. This
says a lot. We are very proud of Lake
Mead. It receives about 12 million visi-
tors a year. He is the chief ranger
there. I am sure that people who come
to the park, to Lake Mead, receive a
good experience. I want to give this
resident of Boulder City, NV, all the
accolades that he deserves as being se-
lected as the top park ranger in our
country.

As I indicated, we have set aside 30
minutes. That is all the time we could
get today to celebrate Earth Day. I did
see in the Chamber my friend from
California. I wonder if I could get the
attention of my two colleagues. We
have 30 minutes that we have set aside
to talk about the parks. I am won-
dering if I could yield time to my
friend from California. We are very
proud of Nevada, but there is no State
in the Union that has more natural
beauty than California. I think Nevada
has as much natural beauty, but there
is no State that has any more natural
beauty than the great State of Cali-
fornia, which is the neighboring State
of the State of Nevada.

I am very happy that the Senator
from California, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, is here
to talk about some of the beauties of
the State of California. I am sure that
is what she is going to do; is that not
true?

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I will speak about
global warming.

Mr. REID. Global warming is perfect.
That deals with Earth Day, and that is
why we are here to talk. How much
time does the Senator need?

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Is it possible to
have 10 to 15 minutes?
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