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twenty-three cents) during the past 25
years.
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RETIREMENT OF RON KAVULICK

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, while
the Senate was in recess for the Easter/
Spring break, a member of the Senate
family ended his Senate career. Ron
Kavulick, the Chief Reporter of De-
bates, retired.

As a matter of fact, Ron was to have
ended his Senate career at the close of
the 105th Congress, but remained in his
position as the Senate conducted the
impeachment trial of the President.
Ron’s expertise and dedication to de-
tail were needed throughout the tedi-
ous proceedings of the trial.

Ron became an Official Reporter of
Senate Debates in 1979 and served ably
in that capacity until he was elevated
to the position of Chief Reporter in
1995.

Ron has a very impressive reporting
background. He was an official court
reporter in the Air Force’s JAG office.
While employed with Alderson Report-
ing Company, Ron had the opportunity
to work at the White House. Ron trav-
eled extensively both with President
Johnson and President Nixon.

Ron spent many hours and many
nights working in the West Wing of the
White House providing official White
House transcripts of state dinners,
press conferences and news briefings.
Certainly Ron’s experiences at the
White House were helpful as he endured
many a late night in the Senate.

My staff and I personally cannot
thank Ron enough for his service.
Since my arrival at the Senate in 1987,
I have relied on Ron’s institutional
memory and unfailing kindness. He has
always been available, day or night, for
any help that my staff or I needed. It
would be impossible for me to count
the times that Ron and his very able
staff have assisted us. Having said
that, no one deserves a rest from the
long, sometimes grueling hours of the
Senate more than Ron Kavulick. I can
attest to the fact that he will be great-
ly missed here in the Senate.

As Ron goes on to enjoy time with
his wife, Pat, his children and grand-
daughter, Allison, I thank him for his
diligence and perseverance in his serv-
ice to his country and for his friendship
to us here in the Senate. My staff joins
me in wishing him all the best in the
years to come.

Ron, good luck and Godspeed.
f

TRIBUTE TO ISABEL ‘‘BELLA’’
ROMERO

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President. I
would like to take this opportunity to
recognize a truly remarkable woman,
Mrs. Isabel ‘‘Bella’’ Romero, of Gree-
ley, Colorado. This gallant woman’s
life was prematurely cut short last
year after courageously fighting ovar-
ian cancer for six years. Bella’s dedica-
tion to improving our world transcends
her career as an inspirational middle

school principal and educator and as a
woman devoted to her family. Her self-
less pursuit of bringing out the best in
all she came in contact with has made
her passing that much greater. She is
fondly missed by her friends and fam-
ily, but her legacy lives on through all
those whose lives she touched.

I ask unanimous consent that an ar-
ticle from the Denver Post on this re-
markable Coloradan be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Denver Post, Mar. 25, 1999]
BELLA ROMERO’S LIFE DISPLAYED THE

ELOQUENCE OF ACTION

(By Tomás Romero)
‘‘In our world of big names, curiously, our

heroes tend to be anonymous.’’—Historian
Daniel J. Boorstin

Americans tend to compartmentalize their
emotions too much: Feeling patriotic on
July 4, remembering the deceased on Memo-
rial Day and putting on a happy face for the
holidays.

Hispanics, though, see tragedy and joy as
part of an ever-intertwined continuum—so
why not acknowledge them concurrently as
we do with Los Dias de Los Muertos? Thus,
just before Christmas, I’ve chosen to write a
belated tribute to one of those anonymous
heroes described by Boorstin. After all, what
time could be better to celebrate a woman
who gave so many gifts to so many people?

My friend Isabel ‘‘Bella’’ Romero of Gree-
ley died this year after an unbelievably val-
iant six-year battle fought against a cruel,
unforgiving foe—ovarian cancer.

Action is eloquence. And the eloquently
lovely manner with which Bella Romero con-
ducted her life journey must be remembered:
an unmatchable, deliberately executed, con-
stantly positive pattern for living.

She was a loving wife to Ray, a loving
mother to Denny, Mark, Juan and Andrea,
and a passionate advocate for every school
child in need of a good past. As a Longmont
middle school principal, Bella knew that a
child without a good past couldn’t easily as-
pire to a better future.

Bella was not related to me by blood, but
she was my sister in spirit since we were
kids together in Brighton. This winsome girl
was married and a mother by age 16. She
worked in a cannery to help Ray attend the
then-Colorado State College in Greeley. It
was an experience filed with bare food cup-
boards, living in dingy basements. Ray be-
came a teacher/university administrator and
successful civic leader.

Then it was Bella’s turn to bring dreams to
fruition. ‘‘I’ve decided to go to college and
become a teacher,’’ she announced. Armed
with a GED, she began a daily round trip
from Brighton to Greeley. Family needs still
came first. Only when everyone was asleep
would she sit at a kitchen table to study. In
three years, Bella received her diploma—
with a straight A average. Later she fulfilled
another aspiration and became a respected
principal—one of the state’s best. Probably
her greatest skill was being able to defeat an
enemy by making them a friend.

Then came sudden, unexpected pain and a
doctor’s diagnosis of ovarian cancer. Bella’s
war had begun. With prayer, traditional
medicine, visualization, holistic health tac-
tics—and, yes even laughter—Bella beat
back her vicious enemy. Tauntingly, cancer
would retreat and then return. Bella wept
when she was finally forced to give up her
position as principal. ‘‘‘It was six years of in-
creasingly difficult anguish for us and pain
for her,’’ husband Ray says.

‘‘Death be not proud,’’ I said in a eulogy.
‘‘Bella’s intent was never to defeat death—no
one does—it was to win at life.’’ Through
study and reflection, Ray believes, Bella
found a spiritually higher level—a place be-
yond pain’s reach.

She endured beyond our comprehension to
understand why she simply didn’t just let go.
Never did she relinquish personal power or
allow physical frailties to become spirit-
dominating indignities. University of North-
ern Colorado President Howard Skinner
gladly came to her home when asked to join
forces for worthwhile programs. Bella want-
ed to leave Earth on her terms—‘‘thoroughly
used up,’’ as George Bernard Shaw wrote in
a poem.

Every grandchild of Bella’s received a per-
sonal videotaped message. So, too, were fam-
ily members counseled, parents called from a
hospital bed and told goodbye. When visitors
came to her, she found strength to console us
and offer advice. When we’d been prepared to
get on with our lives without her, she left us.

It’s been six months since Bella died, and
sister Anna Lee still mourns for a best
friend.

Bella was Cathy Gleesing’s mentor and
school principal. Cathy became a valued
friend and was always there to offer love and
support in time of trying need. Bella ‘‘led
with elegance, grace and style,’’ Cathy says.
‘‘‘I wish for Bella when I strive to be excel-
lent in my work, mood and relationships.’’

In other words, always.
Ray lost a beloved companion, one who at

day’s end every day for 40 years would join
her partner to talk and reinforce familia and
values.

We have all lost, and during this holiday
season we need to learn from her gift.

f

THANKING KIM KOIVISTO FOR A
JOB WELL DONE

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, Today
marks the final day of work in the Sen-
ate for Kim Koivisto, the associate di-
rector to the Democratic Steering and
Coordination Committee. I didn’t want
the day to pass without taking a mo-
ment to thank Kim for a job well done.

The Democratic Steering and Coordi-
nation Committee is the liaison office
between Senate Democrats and a good
portion of the rest of the country, in-
cluding representatives of state, coun-
ty and local governments and people
from every imaginable interest group.
The committee is an important part of
our caucus’s efforts to talk with and
listen to Americans from varying per-
spectives.

Kim has worked as associate director
of the committee for the past two
years. During that time, she has con-
sistently demonstrated the highest
level of commitment, professionalism
and creativity. She has worked most
intensively on women’s, Hispanic and
labor issues.

One highlight of Kim’s tenure is the
creation of a new outreach program to
strengthen relations between our cau-
cus and national Hispanic organiza-
tions, Latino elected officials and the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus. She
also used her fluency in Spanish to
translated materials into Spanish, and
to organize Spanish-language press
conferences for Senate and House
Democrats.
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Kim has also worked closely with

labor organizations and women’s
groups to advance causes that are im-
portant to American families—and to
Kim personally. Issues she worked es-
pecially hard on include closing the
pay gap between men and women, rais-
ing the minimum wage, and strength-
ening the federal commitment to
breast cancer research. Kim was also
active in the fight to retain the Fed-
eral Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
Program last year as part of TEA–21,
the new Federal highway bill.

Kim’s immediate plans include trav-
eling through Indonesia. She will at-
tend the Graduate School for Coun-
seling at the University of Maryland in
the fall.

On behalf of all Senate Democrats,
I’d like to thank Kim for her hard
work, and wish her the best of luck in
her travel and studies. She will be
missed.
f

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD BAXTER
WILSON

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, before
the Senate adjourned for the Easter re-
cess, my State of Mississippi suffered
the loss of one of its finest citizens,
Richard Baxter Wilson, who died on
Monday, March 15. He was a national
leader in the electric power industry.
He served as a member of the board of
directors of Middle South Utilities,
Inc., the Edison Electric Institute, and
the National Association of Electric
Companies.

In addition to serving as president
and chairman of the board of Mis-
sissippi Power & Light Company, he
was also a member of many other cor-
porate, charitable, civic, and edu-
cational institution boards.

He was a personal friend of mine
whose advice and counsel I appreciated
and relied upon, to my great benefit.
His two children, Richard B. Wilson,
Jr. and Miriam Weems, are two of my
closest and dearest friends. And I ex-
tend to them, and all the members of
the family, my sincerest condolences.

I ask unanimous consent that the
obituary that appeared in The Clarion-
Ledger of Jackson, MS, of March 16 be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the obit-
uary was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Clarion-Ledger, Mar. 16, 1999]

RICHARD BAXTER WILSON, EX-COMPANY
PRESIDENT

MADISON—Richard Baxter Wilson, 93, a
former president of Mississippi Power &
Light, died of heart failure Monday at his
home.

Services are 10:30 a.m. Wednesday at First
Presbyterian Church of Jackson. Visitation
is 4–6 p.m. today at Wright & Ferguson Fu-
neral Home and 9:30 a.m. Wednesday at the
church.

Mr. Wilson was a Yazoo City native. He
graduated from the University of Mississippi
in 1927.

He began working with Mississippi Power
& Light in 1926 and worked in Cleveland be-
fore moving to Jackson. He was president of

the company from 1954–69 and chairman of
the board until his 1976 retirement. MP&L’s
largest plant in Vicksburg was named after
him.

Mr. Wilson also served as chairman of the
Jackson Airport Authority, Jackson Plan-
ning Board, State National Alliance of Busi-
nessmen, Mississippi U.S. Savings Bonds
Committee and was national vice president
of the American Red Cross. He had helped de-
velop the Jackson Municipal Airport and
other projects for Mississippi’s economic de-
velopment office. He was an organizer of the
Pearl River Development Association and
was chairman of the Jackson Chamber of
Commerce Committee that promoted devel-
opment of the Ross Barnett Reservoir.

He was president of the Jackson Chamber
of Commerce, Rotary Clubs of Jackson and
Cleveland, the Andrew Jackson Council of
Boy Scouts of America, Southeastern Elec-
tric Exchange, Beauvoir Foundation and the
University of Mississippi Alumni Associa-
tion. He was a member of the Newcomer So-
ciety of North America.

Mr. Wilson chaired several fund drives in-
cluding the Mississippi Baptist Medical Cen-
ter and Salvation Army.

He was a member of First Presbyterian
Church in Jackson where he was a deacon for
nearly 50 years. He was a Mason and a mem-
ber of the Wahabi Temple of Shriners.

Mr. Wilson was a director and vice-presi-
dent of Middle South Utilities, Inc. He was a
trustee at Deposit Guaranty National Bank,
Belhaven College, University of Mississippi
Alumni Association, National Association of
Electric Companies, Edison Electric Insti-
tute, Southeastern Electric Exchange, Mis-
sissippi Economic Council, Magna Corpora-
tion, Standard Life Insurance Co., Mis-
sissippi Agricultural & Industrial Board and
Southern Research Institute.

Mr. Wilson had an endowed fellowship at
UM in his honor and the First Federal Award
for distinguished service to the state. He had
received several other distinguished awards.

‘‘No man has expressed greater faith in, or
worked harder for the development of Mis-
sissippi than Baxter Wilson,’’ said a Jackson
Daily News editorial in 1970.

Wilson’s goal and recurring motif, the edi-
torial said, was ‘‘helping build Mississippi.’’

He was a charter member of Epsilon Xi
chapter of the Sigma Nu fraternity at UM
and was a member of the Mississippi Society
of Professional Engineers. He received from
the university the Distinguished Alumnus
Award in 1979 and Engineer of Distinction in
1984. He became a Paul Harris Fellow of the
Rotary International Foundation in 1987.

He was the widower of Katherine Owen and
Edwina Ford Barker.

Survivors include a son, Richard Baxter
Wilson Jr., of Jackson; daughter, Miriam
Weems of Jackson; and two grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to French Camp
Academy, R. Baxter Wilson Fellowship Fund
at the University of Mississippi in Oxford or
to a favorite charity.

f

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EUDORA WELTY

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, today
one of my State’s most famous citizens
of all time celebrates her 90th birth-
day. Eudora Welty is known around the
world as a writer of enormous talent
and accomplishment. She has lived for
most of her life in Jackson, MS, and
she enjoys a level of popularity in our
State that a politician can envy but
not match.

I invite the attention of all Senators
to the May issue of Vanity Fair which
contains a toast to Eudora by my

friend and fellow Mississippian, Willie
Morris.

In today’s edition of the Jackson
Clarion-Ledger, an article describes
other activities that will be taking
place in our State to honor Miss Welty
on her 90th birthday.

I ask unanimous consent that a copy
of that newspaper article be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Clarion-Ledger, April 13, 1999]
MORRIS’ TRIBUTE TO WELTY IN ‘VANITY

FAIR’—MAGAZINE ARTICLE HONORS JACKSON
WRITER ON 90TH BIRTHDAY; CELEBRATION
SET

(By Billy Watkins)
Eudora Welty, the Pulitzer Prize-winning

author from Jackson, turns 90 years old
today.

To help commemorate the occasion, fellow
Mississippi author Willie Morris wrote a
4,000-word story about Welty for Vanity Fair
magazine’s May issue, which is on news-
stands now. Morris calls it his ‘‘toast to
Eudora.’’

‘‘And I all her Eudora because she’s been
my friend since I was a little boy,’’ Morris
says. ‘‘I very strongly support the idea that
she is the greatest living American writer.
She’s full of wackiness and humor and loy-
alty to her friends. She’s just so generous.
Always has been.’’

Morris will participate in a tribute to
Welty 5–7 p.m. today at Lemuria Book Store
in Jackson. Although Welty will not be able
to attend, Morris, along with Mississippi
writer Ellen Douglas, will be present at the
celebration where two new books will be un-
veiled.

University Press of Mississippi will release
The First Story, a limited edition reprint of
Welty’s first published short story, Death of
a Traveling Salesman. It includes an essay
by Welty looking back at that story. Only
500 hardcovers have been printed. They sell
for $75 each.

Hill Street Press of Athens, Ga., will debut
Eudora Welty: Writers’ Reflections Upon
First Reading Welty. It includes essays by
Morris, Douglas, Barry Hannah, Reynolds
Price and others.

John Evans, owner of Lemuria, says Welty
books still sell well.

‘‘We sell a lot to out-of-towners and people
who just moved here who know about Miss
Welty,’’ Evans says. ‘‘And I keep her work
stocked. I feel like it’s our duty that if some-
body asks for something by Miss Welty, we
should have it.’’

Morris’ piece for Vanity Fair was origi-
nally 18,000 words but had to be edited down.
‘‘I was pleased with the way it turned out,’’
Morris says. ‘‘I’ll include the entire story in
my next book of essays, which will come out
in about two years.’’

Morris contacted many notable writers—
Shelby Foote and William Styron among
them—and included their views on Welty. ‘‘I
sent out more than 30 letters to people who
have known her for years,’’ Morris says,
‘‘and I got 100 percent response. I think that
ways what people think of Eudora, the fact
that they took time to respond.

‘‘I really believe most people who love
writing will read this story—not because of
me, but because of Eudora. She’s loved uni-
versally. And I was honored to write the
story.’’

Mr. DODD. Will my colleague yield?
Mr. COCHRAN. I am happy to yield.
Mr. DODD. I just say to my colleague

from Mississippi, I commend him for
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