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(Mr. DopD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 429, a bill to designate the legal pub-
lic holiday of ‘“Washington’s Birthday’’
as ‘‘Presidents’ Day’” in honor of
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
and Franklin Roosevelt and in recogni-
tion of the importance of the institu-
tion of the Presidency and the con-
tributions that Presidents have made
to the development of our Nation and
the principles of freedom and democ-
racy.
S. 459
At the request of Mr. BREAUX, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. HOLLINGS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 459, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the State ceiling on private ac-
tivity bonds.
S. 484
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 484, a bill to provide for the grant-
ing of refugee status in the United
States to nationals of certain foreign
countries in which American Vietnam
War POW/MIAs or American Korean
War POW/MIAs may be present, if
those nationals assist in the return to
the United States of those POW/MIAs
alive.
S. 531
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. TORRICELLI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 531, a bill to authorize the
President to award a gold medal on be-
half of the Congress to Rosa Parks in
recognition of her contributions to the
Nation.
S. 579
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 579, a bill to amend the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 to target assist-
ance to support the economic and po-
litical independence of the countries of
the South Caucasus and Central Asia.
S. 629
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 629, a bill to amend the Federal
Crop Insurance Act and the Agricul-
tural Market Transition Act to provide
for a safety net to producers through
cost of production crop insurance cov-
erage, to improve procedures used to
determine yields for crop insurance, to
improve the noninsured crop assistance
program, and for other purposes.
S. 635
At the request of Mr. MACK, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator
from Michigan (Mr. ABRAHAM) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 635, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to more accurately codify the de-
preciable life of printed wiring board
and printed wiring assembly equip-
ment.
S. 642
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
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(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 642, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
Farm and Ranch Risk Management Ac-
counts, and for other purposes.
S. 662
At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 662, a bill to amend
title XIX of the Social Security Act to
provide medical assistance for certain
women screened and found to have
breast or cervical cancer under a feder-
ally funded screening program.
SENATE RESOLUTION 19
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. DobD) were added as
cosponsors of Senate Resolution 19, a
resolution to express the sense of the
Senate that the Federal investment in
biomedical research should be in-
creased by $2,000,000,000 in fiscal year
2000.
SENATE RESOLUTION 33
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. COVERDELL), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN), the
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. MACK), and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as
cosponsors of Senate Resolution 33, a
resolution designating May 1999 as
‘“National Military Appreciation
Month.”
SENATE RESOLUTION 48
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
Senate Resolution 48, a resolution des-
ignating the week beginning March 7,
1999, as ‘‘National Girl Scout Week.”
SENATE RESOLUTION 71
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
Senate Resolution 71, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate reject-
ing a tax increase on investment in-
come of certain associations.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 73—CON-
GRATULATING THE GOVERN-

MENT AND THE PEOPLE OF EL
SALVADOR ON SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETING FREE AND DEMO-
CRATIC ELECTIONS

Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr. COVER-
DELL, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. DoDD, and Mr.
ROBB) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations

S. RES. 73

Whereas on March 7, 1999, the Republic of
El Salvador successfully completed its sec-
ond democratic multiparty elections for
President and Vice President since the sign-
ing of the 1992 peace accords;

S3147

Whereas these elections were deemed by
international and domestic observers to be
free and fair and a legitimate nonviolent ex-
pression of the will of the people of the Re-
public of El Salvador;

Whereas the United States has consist-
ently supported the efforts of the people of
El Salvador to consolidate their democracy
and to implement the provisions of the 1992
peace accords;

Whereas these elections demonstrate the
strength and diversity of El Salvador’s
democratic expression and promote con-
fidence that all political parties can work
cooperatively at every level of government;
and

Whereas these open, fair, and democratic
elections of the new President and Vice
President should be broadly commended:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Government and the
people of the Republic of El Salvador for the
successful completion of democratic
multiparty elections held on March 7, 1999,
for President and Vice President;

(2) congratulates President-elect Francisco
Guillermo Flores Perez and Vice President-
elect Carlos Quintanilla Schmidt on their re-
cent victory and their continued strong com-
mitment to democracy, national reconcili-
ation, and reconstruction;

(3) congratulates El Salvadoran President
Armando Calderdon Sol for his personal com-
mitment to democracy, which has helped in
the building of national unity in the Repub-
lic of El Salvador;

(4) commends all Salvadoran citizens and
political parties for their efforts to work to-
gether to take risks for democracy and to
willfully pursue national reconciliation in
order to cement a lasting peace and to
strengthen democratic traditions in El1 Sal-
vador;

(5) supports Salvadoran attempts to con-
tinue their cooperation in order to ensure de-
mocracy, national reconciliation, and eco-
nomic prosperity; and

(6) reaffirms that the United States is un-

equivocally committed to encouraging de-
mocracy and peaceful development through-
out Central America.
e Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to submit a resolution on El Sal-
vador along with Senators COVERDELL,
GRAHAM and DoDD. This resolution con-
gratulates the government and the peo-
ple of El Salvador on successfully com-
pleting free and democratic elections
on March 7, 1999.

On March 7, 1999 the Republic of El
Salvador successfully completed its
second democratic multiparty election
since the signing of the peace accords
in 1992. These elections, like the legis-
lative elections in 1997 and the Presi-
dential elections in 1994, were deemed
free and fair by domestic and inter-
national observers. Moreover, the elec-
tions were conducted in an environ-
ment of peace, where all parties con-
tested for the right to govern in a spir-
ited political campaign.

This resolution today commends the
government of El Salvador and most
importantly the people of the country,
who thought their participation in the
political process have demonstrated
the strength and diversity of El Sal-
vador’s democratic expression. It also
congratulates Mr. Francisco Flores,
President-elect, and Vice President-
elect, Mr. Carlos Quintanilla-Schmidt
for their electoral victory and for their
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commitment to democracy and to the
continued progress of El Salvador.

This election further consolidates El
Salvador’s dramatic transformation in
the seven short years since the signing
of the peace accords. Today, El Sal-
vador has moved from a country
racked by civil war into a stable
multiparty democracy. The country
has attained a balance of power among
the Executive, Judicial and Legislative
Branches. It has enacted measures to
guarantee the full respect of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, and
has adopted policies that strengthen
municipal governments and provide
much-needed social services to local
communities.

The country has also undergone an
equally dramatic economic trans-
formation. Its economy, which suffered
decades of decline, has become one of
the fastest growing economies in the
region. For the past eight years, the
GDP in El Salvador has averaged 5.3
percent. Inflation, which averaged
above 20 percent prior to 1992, now tops
at 1.5 percent. El Salvador’s privatiza-
tion program is one of the most suc-
cessful in the region. Moreover, it is
considered today one of the best sov-
ereign credit risks in Latin America.

All of these accomplishments are tes-
tament to the will of the Salvadoran
people to put their past behind them
and focus on creating a future of social
stability and economic prosperity. It is
also a testament to the political lead-
ership of the Salvadoran government.
When President Calderon Sol took of-
fice five years ago, he had the responsi-
bility to assure full compliance with
the peace accords, as well as keep the
economy of El Salvador on the path of
economic reform. He deserves today to
be applauded by this body of Congress
for his accomplishments and for lead-
ing his country successfully into the
21st century.

El Salvador’s dramatic trans-
formation is not unlike the changes
that have taken place across Central
America. Today marks the first time in
the history of the region that all of
Central America is at peace, imple-
menting free market reforms and led
by Democratic governments. For those
of us who were in Congress during the
1980s, we know what a remarkable feat
this is and how significant it is that we
can today, in a bipartisan fashion, ap-
plaud the consolidation of democracy
in El1 Salvador.

We should not take the strides that
the region has taken for granted. The
devastation brought by Hurricane
Mitch has dealt a severe blow to the
fortunes of the region. History has
shown that natural disasters can be the
breeding grounds for civil and political
unrest and the erosion of civil liberties.
I urge my colleagues to support the
emergency aid package to the region
that is currently on the Senate floor
for debate. In addition, IO ask that we
also pass the CBI enhancement bill so
that these countries also have the op-
portunity to help themselves.
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Mr. President, I congratulate and
commend the people of El Salvador for
continuing to move forward in a way
that will bring our hemisphere to-
gether—and increase the likelihood
that for all of us, the 21st century will
be a time of peace, freedom, and pros-
perity.e

———
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 21—AUTHORIZING THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES TO CONDUCT MILITARY
AIR OPERATIONS AND MISSILE
STRIKES AGAINST THE FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA (SER-
BIA AND MONTENEGRO)

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. BYRD, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mr. HAGEL, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Mr. ROBB)
submitted the following concurrent
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 21

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the President of
the United States is authorized to conduct
military air operations and missile strikes in
cooperation with our NATO allies against
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro).

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 22—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF CONGRESS WITH RE-
SPECT TO PROMOTING COV-
ERAGE OF INDIVIDUALS UNDER
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance:

S. RES. 22

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. PROMOTION OF COVERAGE OF INDI-
VIDUALS UNDER LONG-TERM CARE
INSURANCE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) As the baby boom generation begins to
retire, funding social security and medicare
will put a strain on the financial resources of
younger Americans.

(2) Medicaid was designed as a program for
the poor, but in many States medicaid is
being used for middle income elderly people
to fund long-term care expenses.

(3) In the coming decade, people over age 65
will represent 20 percent or more of the pop-
ulation, and the proportion of the population
composed of individuals who are over age 85,
and most likely to need long-term care, may
double or triple.

(4) With nursing home care now costing an
average of $40,000 to $50,000 per year, long-
term care expenses can have a catastrophic
effect on families, wiping out a lifetime of
savings before a spouse, parent, or grand-
parent becomes eligible for medicaid.

(5) Many people are unaware that most
long-term care costs are not covered by
medicare and that medicaid covers long-
term care only after the person’s assets have
been exhausted.

(6) Widespread use of private long-term
care insurance has the potential to protect
families from the catastrophic costs of long-
term care services while, at the same time,
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easing the burden on medicaid as the baby
boom generation ages.

(7) The Federal Government has endorsed
the concept of private long-term care insur-
ance by establishing Federal tax rules for
tax-qualified policies in the Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability Act of
1996.

(8) The Federal Government has ensured
the availability of quality long-term care in-
surance products and sales practices by
adopting strict consumer protections in the
Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act of 1996.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Federal Government should take all
appropriate steps to inform the public about
the financial risks posed by rapidly increas-
ing long-term care costs and about the need
for families to plan for their long-term care
needs;

(2) the Federal Government should take all
appropriate steps to inform the public that
medicare does not cover most long-term care
costs and that medicaid covers long-term
care costs only when the beneficiary has ex-
hausted his or her assets;

(3) the Federal Government should take all
appropriate steps not only to encourage em-
ployers to offer private long-term care insur-
ance coverage to employees, but also to en-
courage both working-aged people and older
citizens to obtain long-term care insurance
either through their employers or on their
own;

(4) appropriate committees of Congress, to-
gether with the Department of Health and
Human Services and other appropriate exec-
utive branch agencies, should develop spe-
cific ideas for encouraging Americans to
plan for their own long-term care needs; and

(5) the congressional tax-writing commit-
tees, together with the Department of the
Treasury, should determine whether modi-
fication of the tax rules for long-term care
insurance is necessary to ensure that the
rules adequately facilitate the affordability
of long-term care insurance.

————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSION

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions, Subcommittee on Public Health
will be held on, March 25, 1999, 9:30
a.m., in SD-430 of the Senate Dirksen
Building. The subject of the hearing is
Bioterrorism. For further information,
please call the committee, 202/224-5375.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats
and Capabilities be authorized to meet
at 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 23, 1999,
in open session, to receive testimony
on the proliferation threat and the De-
partment of Defense’s program and
policies to counter it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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