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who set their differences aside and 
came together and created the Mni 
Wiconi water project. There is a grow-
ing need for a Reconciliation Place. 

The Reconciliation Place would oc-
cupy the site in which Captains Lewis 
and Clark, and the members of the 
tribes came together to meet for the 
first time—which is a fitting site to 
bring Indian and non-Indian peoples to-
gether. It is my hope that this center 
will bring people together to learn 
about the culture and the rich history 
this area of the United States holds. 
Through this understanding, it is my 
hope that we may be able to achieve 
better relations between Tribal and 
non-Tribal peoples. 

This project is a cultural center 
which will serve as a home for Sioux 
law, history, culture and arts for the 
Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota peoples. 
It will also serve as a repository for 
Sioux historical documents, which are 
currently scattered throughout the 
West. Many native people do not have 
access to these documents. With the 
construction of this facility the native 
people will be able to house these docu-
ments close to home. This will allow 
interested parties to research their 
rich past. 

The Reconciliation Place will also be 
the home of the Sioux Nation Supreme 
Court. This will serve to be a stable 
legal setting to assist in achieving 
greater social and economic welfare in 
Indian Country. Increased legal sta-
bility will help promote business in-
vestment in the vast human resources 
that are situated on the reservations in 
my state. This will bring about more 
self sufficiency, and less reliance by 
tribes on the federal government. Simi-
larly, the Native American Economic 
Development Council will be located in 
this same facility. This council will as-
sist tribes and tribal members to pro-
vide opportunities for economic devel-
opment. The council will assist in 
opening the doors to private invest-
ment and other resources that are de-
signed to promote development and job 
creation. 

Mr. President, this focal point for 
Native American culture, law, and eco-
nomic development assistance is des-
perately needed. It is apparent that 
there is a need to strengthen current, 
and build future understanding be-
tween Indian and non-Indian peoples, 
as well as promote the government-to- 
government relationship between the 
tribes and the United States. I urge my 
colleagues to join myself and Senator 
DASCHLE to support this legislation, 
and recognize the need for such an im-
portant center. I ask unanimous con-
sent that I be added as a cosponsor of 
the Wakpa Sica Reconciliation Place 
Act, and that my statement be 
included in the RECORD. 

f 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND 
ENFORCEMENT ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the Senate has approved 

the Child Abuse Prevention and En-
forcement Act, which Senator DEWINE 
and I recently introduced in the Sen-
ate. Our bipartisan legislation builds 
on the successful passage into law of 
the Crime Identification Technology 
Act of 1998, which Senator DEWINE and 
I sponsored in the last Congress. Our 
bill also complements S. 249, the Miss-
ing, Exploited and Runaway Children 
Protection Act, which Senator HATCH 
and I worked together to steer to final 
passage just last month. 

Unfortunately, the number of abused 
or neglected children in this country 
nearly doubled between 1986 and 1993. 
Each day there are 9,000 reports of 
child abuse in America and more than 
three million cases annually of abused 
or neglected children. In my home 
state of Vermont, 2,309 children were 
reported to child protective services 
for child abuse or neglect investiga-
tions in 1997, the last year data is 
available. After investigation, 1,041 of 
these reports found substantiated cases 
of child maltreatment in Vermont. 

Each child behind these statistics is 
an American tragedy. 

But we can help. The Child Abuse 
Prevention and Enforcement Act pro-
vides these abused or neglected chil-
dren with the Federal assistance that 
they deserve. And our legislation can 
make a real difference in the lives of 
our nation’s children without any addi-
tional cost to taxpayers. 

Our bipartisan legislation will make 
a difference by giving State and local 
officials the flexibility to use existing 
Department of Justice grant programs 
to prevent child abuse and neglect, in-
vestigate child abuse and neglect 
crimes and protect children who have 
suffered from abuse and neglect. The 
bill does this by making three changes 
to current law. 

First, the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Enforcement Act amends the 
Crime Identification Technology Act of 
1998 to make grant dollars available 
specifically to enhance the capability 
of criminal history information to 
agencies and workers for child welfare, 
child abuse and adoption purposes. 
Congress has authorized $250 million 
annually for grants under the Crime 
Identification Technology Act. 

Second, the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Enforcement Act amends the 
Byrne Grant Program to permit funds 
to be used for enforcing child abuse and 
neglect laws, including laws protecting 
against child sexual abuse, and pro-
moting programs designed to prevent 
child abuse and neglect. Congress has 
traditionally funded the Byrne Grant 
Program at about $500 million a year. 

Third, the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Enforcement Act doubles the avail-
able funds, from $10 million to $20 mil-
lion, for grants to each State for child 
abuse treatment and prevention from 
the Crime Victims Fund. This fund is 
financed through the collection of 
criminal fines, penalties and other as-
sessments against persons convicted of 
crimes against the United States. In 

the 1998 fiscal year, the Crime Victims 
Fund held $363 million. To ensure that 
other crime victim programs support 
by the Fund are not reduced, the ex-
pansion of the child abuse treatment 
and prevention earmark applies only 
when the Fund exceeds $363 million in 
a fiscal year. This year, the Crime Vic-
tims Fund is expected to collect more 
than $1 billion due in part to large 
anti-trust penalties. 

Despite the tireless efforts of con-
cerned Vermonters, including the 
many dedicated workers and volun-
teers at Prevent Child Abuse in 
Vermont and the Vermont Department 
of Social and Rehabilitative Services, 
Vermont is below the national average 
for its ability to provide services to 
abused or neglected children. In 1997, 
411 children found to be abused or ne-
glected received no services, about 40 
percent of investigated cases. Nation-
ally, about 25 percent of all abused or 
neglected children received no services. 
Our legislation provides more resources 
to help Vermonters and other Ameri-
cans provide services to all abused or 
neglected children. 

I want to thank the many advocates 
who support our bill and the com-
panion legislation introduced by Rep-
resentatives PRYCE and TUBBS JONES, 
H.R. 764, which passed the House of 
Representatives by a vote of 425–2 on 
October 5, 1999. These advocates in-
clude the diverse National Child Abuse 
Coalition: ACTION for Child Protec-
tion; Alliance for Children and Fami-
lies; American Academy of Pediatrics; 
American Bar Association; American 
Dental Association; American Profes-
sional Society on the Abuse of Chil-
dren; American Prosecutors Research 
Institute; American Psychological As-
sociation; Association of Junior 
Leagues International; Boy Scouts of 
America; Child Welfare League of 
America; Childhelp USA; Children’s 
Defense Fund; General Federation of 
Women’s Club; National Alliance of 
Children’s Trust and Prevention Funds; 
National Association of Child Advo-
cates; National Association of Counsel 
for Children; National Association of 
Social Workers; National Children’s 
Alliance; National Committee to Pre-
vent Child Abuse; National Council of 
Jewish Women; National Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates Association; 
National Education Association; Na-
tional Exchange Club Foundation for 
Prevention of Child Abuse; National 
Network for Youth; National PTA; Par-
ents Anonymous; and Parents United. 
In addition, the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children and 
Prevent Child Abuse America have en-
dorsed our bill and its House counter-
part. 

I look forward to the House of Rep-
resentatives passing the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Enforcement Act for 
the sake of our nation’s children. 

f 

SENATOR BYRD’S 82ND BIRTHDAY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

rise today on a personal note. I had 
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planned to make these remarks as we 
passed the midnight milestone on our 
way to cloture on the appropriations 
bill, because, as the clock strikes 
twelve, and November 20 begins, my 
Committee colleague, our Ranking 
Member, ROBERT C. BYRD will celebrate 
a birthday. I wish my colleague a 
happy and productive 82nd year. 

Senator BYRD has a wonderful and 
widely quoted sign up on his office 
wall: ‘‘There are four things people in 
West Virginia believe: God Almighty, 
Sears Roebuck, Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills, and Robert C. Byrd.’’ I’d like to 
take a little literary license to suggest 
that there are four things that ROBERT 
C. BYRD believes in: God Almighty, his 
62 year long love affair with his wife, 
Erma, his constituents and the Senate. 

And, Senator BYRD is not just your 
run of the mill believer. I have listened 
many times to the wisdom and inten-
sity of his words, words which flow 
from a faith that runs as deep as his 
West Virginia roots, as deep as the coal 
mines which seam the earth of Appa-
lachia. His words are what have led 
many to see Senator BYRD as the faith-
ful historian and effective guardian of 
the precedents and privileges, of the 
rules and Constitutional role of the 
United States Senate. But, Senator 
BYRD is more than an institutional ad-
vocate, he is a living history of the 
Senate and democracy. The Senator 
from West Virginia gives a clear voice 
both to our finest traditions and what 
he sees as his life long purpose, serving 
what he so nobly refers to as ‘‘my peo-
ple.’’ His reverence and respect for the 
Senate are surpassed by the deep re-
gard and abiding passion he has for the 
needs of his constituents. 

He speaks of those needs virtually 
every week. Senator BYRD breathes life 
into images of each West Virginian he 
introduces to us in remarks on the 
floor—even those who have passed from 
the scene. When he describes a man 
who dies in a slate fall while mining 
West Virginia’s coal, he speaks softly 
of a man, alone, who died in the dark. 
The illuminating power of this image 
flows from the passion of his commit-
ment. 

It is his commitment which crosses 
partisan lines and has earned Senator 
BYRD legendary respect. In the last 
week, I have been privileged to experi-
ence this commitment while working 
with him to protect our coal miner’s 
from the predatory reach of an over-
bearing judge. 

As Senator BYRD begins another year 
and the Senate another session, I will 
look forward to continuing our work 
together, succeeding in reversing the 
devastating consequences of a bad deci-
sion, and serving well our constituents. 

f 

HONORING NOTAH BEGAY III AN 
INSPIRATION FOR ALL AMERI-
CANS 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, in 
celebration of American Indian Herit-
age Month I rise today to celebrate the 

accomplishments of one remarkable 
young man Notah Begay III. You may 
have heard of Mr. Begay as he was a 
two-time PGA tour winner this season 
with victories at the Reno-Tahoe Open 
and the Michelob Championship. This 
is a true accomplishment by any stand-
ard, but even more significant when 
you consider that he is only 27. I rise 
today to honor Mr. Begay because of 
the fact that he is the first full-blooded 
Native American to play on the Profes-
sional Golf Association Tour. 

Notah’s path to success is uncommon 
among his peers in the PGA. He didn’t 
grow up in a privileged environment. 
While the Begay family was not poor, 
they did not have the resources to pay 
for costly private golf lessons for 
young Notah. In exchange for golf balls 
and practice time, Notah often woke up 
at 5:00 AM to move carts, wash range 
balls and serve as an all-around gopher 
at the city-owned course in Albu-
querque. And when Notah visited his 
grandparents on the Navajo Reserva-
tion, the determined young golfer 
would hit golf balls off of the hard clay 
dirt of the reservation. Still today, the 
Navajo Nation does not have one golf 
course on its 25,000 square miles. 

Despite his uncommon beginnings, 
Notah has been truly successful at 
every level of competition. During high 
school, Notah led his high school bas-
ketball team to back-to-back state 
championships. But more impressive, 
he was the No. 2 junior golfer in the na-
tion. 

After high school, Notah traveled 
west to Stanford University. Although 
Notah’s teammate, Tiger Woods, is 
often spotlighted by the media, it was 
Notah and his Stanford teammates who 
won the 1994 NCAA Championship tro-
phy, one year before Mr. Woods joined 
the team. Notah played an integral 
role by shooting a 62 in the second 
round of the Championship tour-
nament, a tournament record that re-
mains today. And while many great 
college athletes do not finish their 
studies, I am very proud to say that 
Notah is a fellow graduate of Stanford, 
earning a degree in economics. 

Notah turned pro after college and 
has been quickly rising in the PGA 
ranks. At the Nike Dominion Open this 
year he became only the third player in 
history to shoot a 59 on a U.S. pro tour. 
He joins Al Geiberger and Chip Beck as 
the only players to score such a feat. 
Because of his outstanding success this 
year, Notah is a candidate for top rook-
ie honors. 

Notah has dedicated himself to pro-
viding new opportunities for young Na-
tive Americans. By working to raise 
money to establish golf programs at 
reservation schools and seeking dona-
tions of golf equipment for kids who 
could never afford the costly clubs, 
Notah is providing the tools that may 
lead to more great golfers with Native 
American roots. 

In some ways, Notah Begay’s success 
is not surprising. He is half Navajo and 
half Pueblo Indian and he follows a tra-

dition of courage and strength, exem-
plified by his grandfather. Notah’s 
grandfather, Notah Begay I, was one of 
the famous Code Talkers during World 
War II. The Code Talkers relayed sen-
sitive information for the United 
States military through a code based 
on the Navajo language. They proved 
to be a critical component of the mili-
tary intelligence during World War II. 

Notah’s unprecedented success has 
shown a generation of young Ameri-
cans that with hard work and dedica-
tion, any dream is achievable. The suc-
cess Notah has earned is equal only to 
the inspiration he provides for Native 
American youth in my home state of 
New Mexico and across the country. I 
commend him not only for his golf suc-
cess, but also for his commitment to 
the youth of New Mexico. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

EAST TIMOR 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
want to say a few words about a piece 
of legislation that is not moving this 
year. I want to speak about it because 
it deals with an extremely important 
topic, one that has not received the at-
tention and commitment that it de-
serves from this body. 

That topic is the appropriate state of 
U.S.-Indonesian relations today. 

Mr. President, I introduced S. 1568, 
the East Timor Self-Determination Act 
of 1999, on September 8—well over two 
months ago. That legislation, which 
passed the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee on September 27 by an over-
whelming vote of 17–1, was cosponsored 
by the Chairman of that Committee as 
well as many other Members of the 
Senate. 

I took that action, in cooperation 
with my colleagues, because events in 
East and West Timor demanded it. 

On August 30, well over 99% of reg-
istered voters in East Timor coura-
geously came to the polls to express 
their will regarding the political status 
of that territory. 

More than 78% of those voters 
marked their ballot in favor of inde-
pendence. 

But weeks of violence immediately 
followed the vote, as the Indonesian 
military—a military that our country 
has long supported—colluded with mili-
tia groups in waging a scorched earth 
campaign against the East Timorese 
people and their democratic aspira-
tions throughout the territory. 

Hundreds of thousands of people were 
forced to flee, and many were killed. 

But for the East Timorese run out of 
their homes in the fray, the nightmare 
did not end there. 

There seems to be a perception out 
there that all is well in Indonesia 
today, and that the East Timor crisis 
is over. Unfortunately, that is simply 
not true. 

Last week, the Associated Press re-
ported on the public comments of the 
spokesperson for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees. The 
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