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both have been very diligent in seeking
these moneys—that we will put this
money in the next bill if this is not ac-
cepted by the House. | have every rea-
son to believe it will be accepted by the
House. | intend to get on the phone and
talk to my friends and make sure they
understand. If there was an error, it
was one that was caused by the inten-
sity of the work that was going on by
the staffs of five different subcommit-
tees trying to put a bill together, along
with all the other bills that were being
considered, many of which were re-
jected and are not in this bill that we
all considered over this last week.

I do hope the Senators from North
Carolina will accept that assurance. |
can assure them this is an $81 million
item and it is, in my judgment, small
compared to the amount of money that
will be in the next supplemental for the
people who were affected by Hurricane
Floyd anyway, so we will make up for
this problem. We will make up the
money, and we certainly will see to it
that it is there.

I plead with the Members of the
House to pass the bill tonight. In any
event, we will take care of that error
as quickly as we can.

Second, with regard to my good
friend from West Virginia and his
amendment and that of Senator
MCCONNELL and the Western Senators,
I think there is a clear, growing under-
standing of the provisions of this
amendment. | have been saying, as
Senator BYRD has been saying for some
time, this does not change existing
law. It is an amendment to try to pre-
serve the status quo until Congress has
a chance to review the changes that
would take place if decisions of the So-
licitor’s Office and decisions of one
Federal judge were followed, which
would affect the mining industry of the
whole Nation. | hope the House will
certainly see fit to send that measure
to the President, so we can see what
the White House is going to do with
that.

But for now, | hope the Senators in-
volved will let us get on with the major
bill, which is going to take some time.
I again express my regret to the Sen-
ators involved that this incident has
taken place, and we will do our best to
see it does not happen. But the distin-
guished minority leader reminded me,
on an amendment that we had on a bill
earlier this year, a similar thing hap-
pened when there were just too many
things going into one bill. Our provi-
sion was left out, but it got back in the
next bill, I assure you.

Mr. President, | do hope the Senators
involved will give us the courtesy now
of permitting the Appropriations Com-
mittee to present, at last, the omnibus
appropriations bill that will fulfill our
commitment to pass 13 appropriations
bills this year.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | know the
Senator from North Carolina might
want to make a comment or ask a
question at this point. | will be glad to
yield the floor to him, or yield for him
to do that while retaining the floor.
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Mr. EDWARDS. | thank the majority
leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, the
human suffering and devastation we in-
curred in North Carolina is absolutely
unparalleled. Our people have never
suffered and struggled the way they are
suffering right now. This storm has
completely devastated us. Our farmers
are in the worst shape they have ever
been in.

| appreciate very much the majority
leader’s commitment, Senator STE-
VENS’ commitment, and the minority
leader’s commitment. We have talked
throughout this process on a daily
basis. We had an agreement, a commit-
ment to two things, basically. One was
a loan forgiveness program, which has
been talked about, and, second, some
language that would help the payment
for structural damage on farms in
North Carolina.

| appreciate very much the commit-
ment we have received today. | do have
to say | am counting on my colleagues’
commitments—the majority leader’s
commitment, Senator STEVENS’ com-
mitment, Senator DASCHLE’s commit-
ment—to do everything in their power
to get this thing passed in this Con-
gress; that it will be included in the CR
we are discussing right now and that,
when it goes to the House side, the ma-
jority leader will speak to the Speaker.
We will do everything in our power,
Senator HELMS and myself, to make
sure that happens. But it is critical to
Senator HELMS and me that we not
need to rely on the commitment to do
something after the first of the year,
that we get this done tonight or tomor-
row.

With that, | thank the majority lead-
er.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. LOTT. I will say on behalf of
Senator HELMS, he has been following
this very closely. | have spoken to him,
and Senator EDWARDS has been in con-
stant conversation with him, as has
Senator STEVENS. He understands what
we are doing here, and we have made a
commitment to him, which we cer-
tainly are going to honor, and to Sen-
ator EDWARDS, that we will pursue this
aggressively with the other Chamber.
This money is going to be available,
hopefully in this CR; if not, the first
available vehicle next year.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2000—CON-
FERENCE REPORT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask that
the Chair lay before the Senate the
conference report to accompany the DC
appropriations bill, H.R. 3194, and the
conference report be considered as hav-
ing been read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. FEINGOLD. | ask for the read-
ing.

November 18, 1999

Mr. LOTT. Is there objection?

Mr. FEINGOLD. | object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. LOTT. | ask that the Senate now
proceed to the conference report, and
before the clerk begins reading, I an-
nounce to my colleagues, Senator KoHL
has indicated to me, following the con-
clusion of the reading, he will insist on
the conduct of a rollcall vote on the
motion to proceed to the conference re-
port.

Therefore, a procedural rollcall vote
will occur at approximately 9:30 this
evening.

Mr. FEINGOLD addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the conference report.

The legislative clerk read the con-
ference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House proceedings of the RECORD of
November 17, 1999.)

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENzi). Is there a sufficient second?
There appears to be a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | believe
the regular order is for the vote to
begin.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion
to proceed. The yeas and nays have
been ordered. The clerk will call the
roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. | announce that the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. ASHCROFT),
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. BOND),
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
BUNNING), the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. FRIST), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mr. GORTON), the Senator from
Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), and the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH) are
necessarily absent.

Mr. REID. | announce that the Sen-
ator from California (Mrs. BOXER), the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG), the Senator from New York (Mr.
MOYNIHAN), and the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The result was announced—yeas 80,
nays 8, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 369 Leg.]

The

YEAS—80
Abraham Biden Campbell
Akaka Bingaman Chafee, L.
Allard Breaux Cleland
Baucus Brownback Cochran
Bayh Bryan Collins
Bennett Burns Coverdell
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Craig Inouye Reid
Crapo Jeffords Robb
Daschle Johnson Roberts
DeWine Kennedy Rockefeller
Dodd Kerrey Roth
Domenici Kerry Santorum
Durbin Kyl Sarbanes
Edwards Landrieu Sessions
Enzi Leahy Shelby
Feinstein Levin Smith (NH)
Graham Lieberman Snowe
Gramm Lincoln Specter
Grassley Lott Stevens
Gregg Lugar Thomas
Hagel Mack Thompson
Harkin McConnell Thurmond
Hatch Mikulski Torricelli
Helms Murkowski Voinovich
Hollings Murray Warner
Hutchinson Nickles Wyden
Inhofe Reed
NAYS—8

Byrd Feingold Kohl
Conrad Fitzgerald Wellstone
Dorgan Grams

NOT VOTING—12
Ashcroft Frist McCain
Bond Gorton Moynihan
Boxer Hutchison Schumer
Bunning Lautenberg Smith (OR)

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the majority leader.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | send a
cloture motion to the desk to the pend-
ing conference report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule
XXI1 of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close
debate on the conference report to ac-
company the District of Columbia ap-
propriations bill:

TRENT LOTT, TED STEVENS, LARRY E.
CRAIG, JUDD GREGG, TIM HUTCHINSON,
DON NICKLES, MIKE CRAPO, CONNIE
MACK, SLADE GORTON, BEN NIGHTHORSE
CAMPBELL, ARLEN SPECTER, PAT ROB-
ERTS, CHUCK HAGEL, RICHARD SHELBY,
THAD COCHRAN, and JOHN WARNER.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent this cloture vote occur
at 3 p.m. on Friday, November 19, and
the mandatory quorum call be waived.

Mr. FEINGOLD. | object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. LOTT. Unfortunately, our col-
league from Wisconsin has chosen to
object to what | think is a reasonable
request, which would give us an oppor-
tunity to have a full debate and then
get to a final vote on this issue. It
would be a few hours to do that. How-
ever, that is his right.

Therefore, Senators should expect
this cloture vote to occur at 1:01 a.m.
Saturday, November 20; 1:01 a.m., Sat-
urday, November 20. | just want to
make sure everybody understands.
That is early morning.

At that time, when we invoke clo-
ture, then we can, in a relatively short
period of time, go to a final vote.
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
235—ADJOURNMENT OF THE TWwWO
HOUSES OF CONGRESS

Mr. LOTT. I now ask the Senate turn
to the adjournment resolution, H. Con.
Res. 235, the resolution be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, all without intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 235), was agreed to, as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 235

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Thursday,
November 18, 1999, through Monday, Novem-
ber 22, 1999, on a motion offered pursuant to
this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it shall stand ad-
journed until noon on Thursday, December 2,
1999 (unless it sooner has received a message
from the Senate transmitting its concur-
rence in the conference report to accompany
H.R. 3194, in which case the House shall
stand adjourned sine die), or until noon on
the second day after Members are notified to
reassemble pursuant to section 3 of this con-
current resolution; and that when the Senate
adjourns on any day from Thursday, Novem-
ber 18, 1999, through Thursday, December 2,
1999, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it shall stand adjourned sine
die, or until noon on the second day after
Members are notified to reassemble pursuant
to section 3 of this concurrent resolution.

SEC. 2. When the House convenes for the
second session of the One Hundred Sixth
Congress, it shall conduct no organizational
or legislative business on that day and, when
the House adjourns on that day, it shall
stand adjourned until noon on January 27,
2000, or until noon on the second day after
Members are notified to reassemble pursuant
to section 3 of this concurrent resolution.

SEC. 3. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House and the Minority Leader of the
Senate, shall notify the Members of the
House and Senate, respectively, to reassem-
ble whenever, in their opinion, the public in-
terest shall warrant it.

SEC. 4. The Congress declares that clause
2(h) of rule Il of the Rules of the House of
Representatives and the order of the Senate
of January 6, 1999, authorize for the duration
of the One Hundred Sixth Congress the Clerk
of the House of Representatives and the Sec-
retary of the Senate, respectively, to receive
messages from the President during periods
when the House and Senate are not in ses-
sion, and thereby preserve until adjournment
sine die of the final regular session of the
One Hundred Sixth Congress the constitu-
tional prerogative of the House and Senate
to reconsider vetoed measures in light of the
objections of the President, since the avail-
ability of the Clerk and the Secretary during
any earlier adjournment of either House dur-
ing the current Congress does not prevent
the return by the President of any bill pre-
sented to him for approval.

SEC. 5. The Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall inform the President of
the United States of the adoption of this
concurrent resolution.

Passed the House of Representatives No-
vember 18, 1999.

FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS, 2000

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | now ask
unanimous consent the Senate resume
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the consideration of H.J. Res. 82 and
there be 5 minutes of debate on each of
the two amendments in order to the
resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Therefore, at least one
further vote will occur yet tonight. In
addition, the Senate will convene to-
morrow at 10 a.m., and hopefully proc-
ess some legislative items that have
been cleared and that would be consid-
ered by the House.

The Senate could also consider the
Work Incentives conference report.
Therefore votes can be expected to
occur during the session of the Senate
on Friday. We will stay in close touch
with both sides of the aisle to see when
the best time might be for that. We
will try to accommodate as many Sen-
ators as possible and stack them if we
need to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 82) making
further continuing appropriations for the fis-
cal year 2000 and for other purposes.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
resolution.

Mr. BYRD addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will please come to order.

AMENDMENT NO. 2780

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, | send to
the desk an amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from West Virginia [Mr.
BYRrD], for himself, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. REID, Mr.
CRAIG, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BENNETT,
Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ENzI, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. KyL, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. SHELBY,
Mr. GRAMM, and Mr. GRAMS, proposes an
amendment numbered 2780.

Mr. BYRD. | ask unanimous consent
the reading of the amendment be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

The

lowing:
SEC. . DISPOSAL OF EXCESS SPOIL AND COAL
MINE WASTE.
(@) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any

other provision of law (including any regula-
tion or court ruling), hereafter—

(1) in rendering permit decisions for dis-
charges of excess spoil and coal mine waste
into waters of the United States from sur-
face coal mining and reclamation operations,
the permitting authority shall apply section
404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) and the section 404(b)(1)
guidelines pursuant to section 404(b)(1) of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1344(b)(1)) and implementing regula-
tions set forth in part 230 of title 40, Code of
Federal Regulations (as in effect on October
19, 1999);

(2) the permitted disposal of such spoil or
waste meeting the requirements of the sec-
tion 404(b)(1) guidelines referred to in para-
graph (1) shall be deemed to satisfy the cri-
teria for granting a variance under regula-
tions set forth in sections 816.57 and 817.57 of
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