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(A) WILDERNESS STUDY AREA EXEMPTION.—
The approximately 300-acre portion of the wil-
derness study area depicted on the Map for re-
lease from section 603 of the Federal Land Pol-
icy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782)
shall not be subject to section 603(c) of that Act.

(B) INCORPORATION INTO NATIONAL CONSERVA-
TION AREA.—The portion of the wilderness study
area described in subparagraph (A) shall be in-
corporated into the Conservation Area.

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—Subject to valid rights
in existence on the date of the enactment of this
Act, the wilderness areas designated under this
Act shall be administered by the Secretary in ac-
cordance with the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C.
1131 et seq.) except that any reference in such
provisions to the effective date of the Wilderness
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the ef-
fective date of this Act and any reference to the
Secretary of Agriculture shall be deemed to be a
reference to the Secretary of the Interior.

(c) STATE RESPONSIBILITY.—AS provided in
section 4(d)(7) of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C.
1133(d)(7)), nothing in this Act or in the Wilder-
ness Act shall affect the jurisdiction or respon-
sibilities of the State of Colorado with respect to
wildlife and fish on the public land located in
that State.

(d) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—As soon
as practicable after the date of the enactment of
this section, the Secretary of the Interior shall
file a map and a legal description of the Gunni-
son Gorge Wilderness with the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the United
States Senate and the Committee on Resources
of the United States House of Representatives.
This map and description shall have the same
force and effect as if included in this Act. The
Secretary of the Interior may correct clerical
and typographical errors in the map and legal
description. The map and legal description shall
be on file and available in the office of the Di-
rector of the BLM.

SEC. 9. WITHDRAWAL.

Subject to valid existing rights, the Federal
lands identified on the Map as ‘‘BLM With-
drawal (Tract B)” (comprising approximately
1,154 acres) are hereby withdrawn from all
forms of entry, appropriation or disposal under
the public land laws; from location, entry, and
patent under the mining laws; and from disposi-
tion under all laws relating to mineral and geo-
thermal leasing, and all amendments thereto.
SEC. 10. WATER RIGHTS.

(a) EFFECT ON WATER RIGHTS.—Nothing in
this Act shall—

(1) constitute an express or implied reservation
of water for any purpose; or

(2) affect any water rights in existence prior
to the date of the enactment of this Act, includ-
ing any water rights held by the United States.

(b) ADDITIONAL WATER RIGHTS.—Any new
water right that the Secretary determines is nec-
essary for the purposes of this Act shall be es-
tablished in accordance with the procedural and
substantive requirements of the laws of the State
of Colorado.

SEC. 11. STUDY OF LANDS WITHIN AND ADJA-
CENT TO CURECANTI NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, acting through the Director of the Na-
tional Park Service, shall conduct a study con-
cerning land protection and open space within
and adjacent to the area administered as the
Curecanti National Recreation Areq.

(b) PURPOSE OF STUDY.—The study required
to be completed under subsection (a) shall—

(1) assess the nmatural, cultural, recreational
and scenic resource value and character of the
land within and surrounding the Curecanti Na-
tional Recreation Area (including open vistas,
wildlife habitat, and other public benefits);

(2) identify practicable alternatives that pro-
tect the resource value and character of the
land within and surrounding the Curecanti Na-
tional Recreation Area;
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(3) recommend a variety of economically fea-
sible and viable tools to achieve the purposes de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2); and

(4) estimate the costs of implementing the ap-
proaches recommended by the study.

(c) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than 3
years from the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit a report to Congress
that—

(1) contains the findings of the study required
by subsection (a);

(2) makes recommendations to Congress with
respect to the findings of the study required by
subsection (a); and

(3) makes recommendations to Congress re-
garding action that may be taken with respect
to the land described in the report.

(d) ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL LAND AND IN-
TERESTS IN LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Prior to the completion of
the study required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary may acquire certain private land or inter-
ests in land as depicted on the Map entitled
“Proposed Additions to the Curecanti National
Recreation Area,” dated 01/25/99, totaling ap-
proximately 1,065 acres and entitled ‘‘Hall and
Fitti properties’.

(2) METHOD OF ACQUISITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Land or an interest in land
under paragraph (1) may be acquired by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase with donated or appropriated
funds; or

(iii) exchange.

(B) CONSENT.—No land or interest in land
may be acquired without the consent of the
owner of the land.

(C) BOUNDARY REVISIONS FOLLOWING ACQUISI-
TION.—Following the acquisition of land under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(i) revise the boundary of the Curecanti Na-
tional Recreation Area to include newly-ac-
quired land; and

(ii) administer newly-acquired land according
to applicable laws (including regulations).

SEC. 12. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this Act.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate agree to
the amendment of the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
SYMPATHY FOR VICTIMS OF
EARTHQUAKE THAT STRUCK

TAIWAN

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
194 submitted earlier by Senator LOTT.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 194) expressing sym-
pathy for the victims of the devastating
earthquake that struck Taiwan on Sep-
tember 21, 1999.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I am
pleased to rise today to offer this Sen-
ate resolution, expressing sympathy by
the Congress for the victims of the dev-
astating earthquake in Taiwan on Sep-
tember 21. A similar resolution was in-
troduced in the House and passed yes-
terday as House Resolution 297.

I personally want to express my sad-
ness and deepest sympathy for the
many victims of the devastating earth-
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quake that struck Taiwan so unexpect-
edly last week, causing much destruc-
tion and many deaths. I ask that the
Senate convey to the people of Taiwan
our most sincere sympathies about the
tragic losses that they have suffered, in
both lives and property. With this reso-
lution we call upon the Clinton admin-
istration and other members of the
international community to do every-
thing possible to assist Taiwan in its
time of need so that it may recover
rapidly from its terrible losses due to
this act of nature.

Accordingly, Mr. President, I urge all
of my colleagues in the Senate to join
with me in expressing our sympathy
and support to the people of Taiwan
during this tragic and devastating
time.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
and statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 194

Whereas on the morning of September 21,
1999, a devastating and deadly earthquake
shook the counties of Nantou and Taichung,
Taiwan, killing more than 2,000 people, injur-
ing more than 7,800, and leaving more than
100,000 homeless;

Whereas the earthquake of September 21,
1999, has left thousands of buildings in ruin,
caused widespread fires, and destroyed high-
ways and other infrastructure;

Whereas the strength, courage, and deter-
mination of the people of Taiwan has been
displayed since the earthquake;

Whereas the people of the United States
and Taiwan share strong friendship and mu-
tual interests and respect;

Whereas the United States has offered
whatever technical assistance might be
needed and has dispatched the Urban Search
and Rescue Team of Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia, the Fire Rescue Team of Miami-Dade,
Florida, and others; and

Whereas offers of assistance have come
from the Governments of Japan, Singapore,
Turkey, and others: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its deepest sympathies to the
people of Nantou and Taichung and all of
Taiwan for the tragic losses suffered as a re-
sult of the earth-quake of September 21, 1999;

(2) expresses its support for the people of
Taiwan as they continue their efforts to re-
build their cities and their lives;

(3) expresses support for disaster assistance
being provided by the United States Agency
for International Development and other re-
lief agencies; and

(4) recognizes and encourages the impor-
tant assistance that also could be provided
by foreign countries to alleviate the suf-
fering of the people of Taiwan.

———

ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF
HURRICANE FLOYD
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Environment and Public Works be dis-
charged from further consideration of

194) was
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S. Res. 188, and that the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 188) expressing the
sense of the Senate that additional assist-
ance should be provided to the victims of
Hurricane Floyd.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

AMENDMENT NO. 1890

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, Senator
EDWARDS and Senator HELMS have an
amendment at the desk to the resolu-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LoOTT],
for Mr. EDWARDS, and Mr. HELMS, proposes
an amendment numbered 1890.

On page 4, line 14, after ‘‘Maryland,” insert
‘“‘Delaware,”.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, let me say
that I live in an area of Mississippi
that has also had to deal with hurri-
canes. Three of them have hit my
hometown over the last 15 years. We
have had to deal with droughts, ice
storms, floods, and everything but the
plague and locusts. I know how dif-
ficult it is for people who are faced
with disasters such as the one with
which North Carolina is now dealing. I
know how tough it is for the people
who are trying to dig out from under
mud, with dead carcasses, and all that
goes with disasters.

All of us extend our sympathy to the
people of North Carolina and want to
reassure them that the Federal Gov-
ernment will do its part, as we always
do when people are hit by natural dis-
aster.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution, as
amended, and the preamble be agreed
to en bloc, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1890) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 188

Whereas from September 14 through 16,
1999, Hurricane Floyd menaced most of the
southeastern seaboard of the United States,
provoking the largest peacetime evacuation
of eastern Florida, the Georgia coast, the
South Carolina coast, and the North Caro-
lina coast;

Whereas the evacuation caused severe dis-
ruptions to the businesses and lives of the
people of Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
and North Carolina;

Whereas in the early morning hours of Sep-
tember 16, 1999, Hurricane Floyd made land-

188), as
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fall at Cape Fear, North Carolina, dumping
up to 18 inches of rain on sections of North
Carolina only days after the heavy rainfall
from Hurricane Dennis and producing the
worst recorded flooding in North Carolina
history;

Whereas after making landfall, Hurricane
Floyd continued to move up the eastern sea-
board causing flooding, tornadoes, and mas-
sive damage in Delaware, Virginia, Mary-
land, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, North Caro-
lina, New York, and Connecticut;

Whereas portions of Delaware, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, and Virginia have been de-
clared to be Federal disaster areas under the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.);

Whereas Hurricane Floyd is responsible for
the known deaths of 65 people;

Whereas 45 people are confirmed dead in
North Carolina, with many people still miss-
ing;

Whereas 4 people were killed in New Jer-
sey, 2 people in New York, 6 people in Penn-
sylvania, 4 people in Virginia, 2 people in
Delaware, 1 person in Connecticut, and 1 per-
son in Vermont;

Whereas as the flood waters recede, the
death toll is expected to increase;

Whereas the rainfall resulting from Hurri-
cane Floyd has caused widespread flooding in
North Carolina along the Tar River, the
Neuse River, and the Cape Fear River,
among other rivers, in Connecticut along the
Still River, and in Virginia along the
Nottoway River and the Blackwater River;

Whereas some of the rivers are expected to
remain at flood stage for more than a week;

Whereas the floods are the worst seen in
North Carolina in 80 years;

Whereas the flood level on the Tar River
exceeds all previous records by 9 feet;

Whereas flood waters engulfed cities such
as Tarboro, North Carolina, Franklin, Vir-
ginia, Bound Brook, New Jersey, and Dan-
bury, Connecticut;

Whereas tens of thousands of people have
fled to shelters scattered throughout North
Carolina, South Carolina, New York, New
Jersey, and Virginia;

Whereas thousands of people remain iso-
lated, surrounded by water, in their homes in
North Carolina and Virginia;

Whereas approximately 50,000 homes have
been affected by the hurricane, and many of
those homes will ultimately be condemned
as uninhabitable;

Whereas water supplies in New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Virginia have been severely disrupted, and,
in many cases, wells and private water sys-
tems have been irreparably contaminated;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of homes
and businesses have lost electric power, tele-
phone, and gas service as a result of Hurri-
cane Floyd;

Whereas there have been road washouts in
virtually every State struck by Hurricane
Floyd, including 900 road washouts in North
Carolina alone;

Whereas many farmers have suffered al-
most total crop losses; and

Whereas small and large businesses
throughout the region have been gravely af-
fected: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. NEED FOR ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS
OF HURRICANE FLOYD.

It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) the victims of Hurricane Floyd deserve
the sympathies of the people of the United
States;

(2) the President, the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Transportation, the Secretary of Commerce,
and the Director of the Small Business Ad-
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ministration are to be commended on their
efforts to assist the victims of Hurricane
Floyd;

(3) the Governors of Connecticut, Florida,
Georgia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, and Virginia are to be com-
mended for their leadership and coordination
of relief efforts in their States;

(4) the National Guard, the Army, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Navy, and the Coast Guard
have provided heroic assistance to the people
of the afflicted areas and are to be com-
mended for their bravery;

(5) the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, and
other private relief organizations have pro-
vided shelter, food, and comfort to the vic-
tims of Hurricane Floyd and are to be com-
mended for their generosity and invaluable
aid; and

(6) additional assistance needs to be pro-
vided to the victims of Hurricane Floyd.

SEC. 2. FORMS OF ASSISTANCE FOR HURRICANE
FLOYD VICTIMS.

To alleviate the conditions faced by the
victims of Hurricane Floyd, it is the sense of
the Senate that the President should—

(1) work with Congress to provide nec-
essary funds for—

(A) disaster relief administered by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency;

(B) disaster relief administered by the De-
partment of Agriculture;

(C) disaster relief administered by the De-
partment of Commerce;

(D) disaster relief administered by the De-
partment of Transportation;

(E) disaster relief administered by the
Small Business Administration; and

(F) any other disaster relief needed to help
rebuild damaged homes, provide for clean
water, renourish damaged beaches and pro-
tective dunes, and restore electric power;
and

(2) prepare and submit to Congress a report
that analyzes the feasibility and cost of im-
plementing a program to provide disaster as-
sistance to the victims of Hurricane Floyd,
including assistance in the form of—

(A) direct economic assistance to agricul-
tural producers, small businesses, and dis-
placed persons;

(B) an expanded loan and debt restruc-
turing program;

(C) cleanup of environmental damage;

(D) small business assistance;

(E) repair or reconstruction of private
homes;

(F) repair or reconstruction of highways,
roads, and trails;

(G) provision of safe and adequate water
supplies; and

(H) restoration of essential utility services
such as electric power, telephone, and gas
service.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate imme-
diately proceed to executive session to
consider the following nominations on
the Executive Calendar: Calendar Nos.
235, 247, 248, 249, 2568 through 266, and all
nominations on the Secretary’s desk in
the Coast Guard and the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the nominations be confirmed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, that any statements relating to
the nominations be printed in the
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