September 13, 1999

—and we hold the record—we dedicated
18 new schools in Clark County. We
have to build one new elementary
school every month to keep up with
the growth in Clark County. We need
some help to do that. The Democratic
tax plan would give us some of that
needed help.

Also, one of the things we have
talked about, which is so important, is
a tax credit for research and develop-
ment for high-tech companies. That is
part of the Democratic tax plan—some-
thing we hope the majority leader and
others will take a look at and be will-
ing to compromise on. Democrats have
been out in front on the issue for a long
time. We pushed hard for a permanent
R & D tax credit. The majority talked
about how they were in favor of a per-
manent credit as well, until it came
time to actually do it. In the end, the
minority, myself included, were push-
ing for a ten year R & D tax credit. The
majority ended up only committing to
a five year tax credit in their package.
Due in large part to initiatives like the
R & D tax credit, the high-tech indus-
try exists and has flourished. Without
knowing whether or not that tax credit
will be around next year or the year
after or the year after that, hinders
these companies’ long term planning.

———
ATHLETICS IN NEVADA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in Nevada
we are very proud of a number of
things. We have a beautiful State. We
are the most mountainous State in the
Union, except for Alaska, with over 300
separate mountain ranges, with 32
mountains over 11,000 feet high. Las
Vegas, of course, is the entertainment
capital of the world.

We are very proud of our universities
for a number of reasons. We have a
great engineering program at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno. The Mackay
School of Mines is there, and we are
proud of that as well. We have a great
school for biological sciences, which
has a national reputation. At UNLV,
we have the finest hotel administration
program in the entire country. The
universities in Nevada are very proud
of the football teams that we had in
the forties and fifties. Since the
schools have been divided, UNR has
been a power in division IT football, and
they have played for the mnational
championship. They are now a division
I team. UNLV has won national cham-
pionships in basketball. The UNLV
football team has had some bad years,
losing dozens of games. Last year they
didn’t win a single game, but this year
they were able to beat North Texas
State in their first away game.

A week ago last Thursday and then
this past Saturday, they played Baylor.
Even though Baylor was favored by a
couple of touchdowns, one of the most
miraculous wins in the history of foot-
ball at the professional or college level
occurred when Baylor was ahead by
four points with less than 10 seconds
left. They had the ball inside the 10-
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yvard line of UNLV. Rather than take
their four-point victory, they wanted
to run the score up a little bit and go
for a touchdown. In the end zone there
was a fumble picked up by a UNLV de-
fensive back who ran 101 yards for the
touchdown and beat Baylor with no
time left on the clock. This was tre-
mendous.

People are going to be very happy
with their new football couch, John
Robinson, who had a great career be-
fore coming to UNLV from the Univer-
sity of Southern California and, of
course, coaching the Los Angeles
Rams.

We offer our congratulations to John
Robinson and UNLV for two victories,
which is two more than they had dur-
ing all of last year.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANDRE
AGASSI

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the main
reason I wanted to talk about athletics
in Nevada is not because of the team
victories that we have had over the
years in Nevada but because of a great
young man who was born and raised in
Nevada who has been part of the Ne-
vada athletic scene for some 25 years,
even though he is only 29 years old.

Andre Agassi and his family have
been great for the State of Nevada.
Andre, when he was a little boy still in
elementary school, it was said by Pon-
cho Gonzales, who was a tennis great.
‘““He will be better than I someday.”
This is when he was a little, tiny boy.
Poncho Gonzales was right.

Andre Agassi has already proven
himself to be even greater than the
great Poncho Gongzales. This was cer-
tainly the case as proven yesterday
when he won the U.S. Open Tennis
Championship.

I want to, on the Senate floor, con-
gratulate Andre Agassi on this remark-
able comeback yesterday in the U.S.
Open and, of course, his comeback vic-
tory in the French Open.

Andre, as I have indicated, is a native
of Las Vegas and dominated this sum-
mer with 35 victories in 39 matches.
That is almost unheard of.

Andre Agassi is the No. 1 ranked ten-
nis player in the United States. Not
too long ago, because of an injury and
other problems, Andre Agassi was
ranked 141. He is now ranked the best
tennis player in the world, as he should
be.

I was watching the tennis matches
over the weekend. John McEnroe, one
of the great tennis players of all time,
commenting about Andre Agassi, said
his ability to return service is the best
there has ever been in the entire his-
tory of tennis. His reputation and his
abilities are still being proven. He is
getting better with every match he
plays.

But yesterday he closed out one of
the greatest summers in tennis his-
tory. He came up with some of the
most impressive shots ever seen in ten-
nis in a dominating fifth set to capture
his second U.S. Open.
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Andre has made his place in tennis
history. When he won the French Open,
he joined Roy Emerson, Rod Laver,
Don Budge, and Fred Perry as the only
men to win all four major tournaments
in their career.

Andre not only won the French and
the U.S. Opens this year, he was also in
the finals at Wimbledon, making him
the first man since Ivan Lendl in 1986
to have gone to three grand slam finals
in the same year.

No man had fought back to win the
U.S. Open from a 2-1 deficit in sets
since John Newcombe did it 26 years
ago. But that is exactly what Agassi
did in a 3-hour and 23-minute match
yesterday.

The match was only the fifth all-
American men’s final at the U.S. Open
in 32 years. The matchup of these two
men who are almost 30-years-old, was
the oldest since 39-year-old Ken
Rosewall lost to 22-year-old Jimmy
Connors in 1974. Even though these two
men had not reached the age of 30, they
played great tennis. They will be
talked about as being old men at ten-
nis, I repeat, even though they were
not even 30 years old yet. They set a
great example for tennis generally and
for American tennis in particular.

I have to agree with Andre when
after the match he said, “‘I’'ll tell you
what. How can you ask for anything
more than two Americans in the final
of the U.S. Open playing a great five-
set match?”’

Andre turned pro when he was 16
years old. We can all remember—I
shouldn’t say ‘‘we can all” because
that was 13 or 14 years ago—a lot of us
can remember when he turned pro. In
those 13 or 14 years, he has changed. He
won Wimbledon in 1992, the U.S. Open
in 1994, and was the No. 1 player in the
world by 1995.

But by 1997, Andre had, as I have in-
dicated, come across some tough times.
But he has fought back remarkably
well. He finished sixth in the world last
year. Earlier this year, he was ranked
No. 1. He is now No. 1 again.

In a period of 4 months, he won the
French Open—coming back from two
sets down in the final—reached the
Wimbledon final, and won the U.S.
Open, a truly phenomenal comeback.

Andre deserves to be congratulated
not only for his tremendous tennis, but
for all the great work he does for at-
risk youth in Las Vegas. He truly has
put his money where his mouth is.

The Agassi Foundation has helped
poor Kkids in Nevada. That is an under-
statement. He personally raises mil-
lions of dollars. He is going to have an
event this month. He has gotten some
of his friends to come from Las Vegas.
He will raise $3 million at that event,
all of which will go into his foundation
to help the youth of Las Vegas.

His exhibition against Todd Martin
yesterday was exciting. Todd Martin is
a great champion in his own right. His
towering stature of 6-foot-6 was as tow-
ering on the tennis court. These two
men were interviewed after the tennis
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match, and that should certainly be an
inspiration to all young people who
want to compete because as winner and
loser, they both talked as winners and
indicated how important it was that
they were able to represent the United
States at the U.S. Open.

Andre Agassi is good on the court
and off the court with the tremendous
work he has done with the Andre
Agassi Foundation. He has helped the
youth of Las Vegas by giving them a
helping hand in growing up to be suc-
cessful individuals. His foundation
even branched out to a program to help
women and children who have become
victims of domestic abuse.

Today on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate, I congratulate a great American,
Andre Agassi, someone who will go
down in the annals of history as a great
athlete and who will go down in the an-
nals of history in the State of Nevada
as a good person. Andre Agassi is some-
one who is willing to help those who
certainly aren’t as fortunate as he.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll. Mr. CRAIG. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FRrIST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, as in exec-
utive session, I ask unanimous consent
that immediately following the two
cloture votes scheduled for 5 p.m.
today, and regardless of the outcome of
those cloture votes, the Senate proceed
to executive session for the consider-
ation of Executive Calendar No. 210,
the nomination of Maryanne Trump
Barry to be the U.S. circuit judge for
the Third Circuit. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate imme-
diately proceed to a vote on the con-
firmation of the nomination with no
intervening action or debate. I finally
ask consent that following that vote,
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, and I shall not object, other than
to say it would be nice if the majority
leader would allow that one to go to
voice vote. But if he will not allow
that, I will be happy to withdraw my
objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent it be in order to
ask for the yeas and nays at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2000

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of H.R. 2466,
which the clerk will report by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2466) making appropriations
for the Department of the Interior and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Gorton amendment No. 1359, of a technical
nature.

Hutchison amendment No. 1603, to prohibit
the use of funds for the purpose of issuing a
notice of rulemaking with respect to the
valuation of crude oil for royalty purposes
until September 30, 2000.

Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the pending
amendments be laid aside.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The Sen-
ator’s request is granted.

AMENDMENT NO. 1588
(Purpose: To make certain modifications to
the Forest System budget)

Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I call up
amendment No. 1588, which I believe is
currently at the desk, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. BRYAN], for
himself, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
REID and Mr. WYDEN, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 1588.

Mr. BRYAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent reading of the amendment be dis-
pensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

On page 63, beginning on line 1, strike
€°$1,239,051,000 and all that follows through
line 6 and insert ‘'$1,216,351,000 (which shall
include 50 percent of all moneys received
during prior fiscal years as fees collected
under the Land and Water Conservation
Fund Act of 1965 in accordance with section
4(i) of that Act (16 U.S.C. 4601-6a(i))), to re-
main available until expended, of which
$33,697,000 shall be available for wildlife habi-
tat management, $22,132,000 shall be avail-
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able for inland fish habitat management,
$24,314,000 shall be available for anadromous
fish habitat management, $29,548,000 shall be
available for threatened, endangered, and
sensitive species habitat management, and
$196,885,000 shall be available for timber sales
management.’’.

On page 64, line 17, strike ‘“$362,095,000"’ and
insert <‘$371,795,000"".

On page 64, line 22, strike ‘‘205:” and insert
€205, of which $86,909,000 shall be available
for road construction (of which not more
than $37,400,000 shall be available for engi-
neering support for the timber program) and
$122,484,000 shall be available for road main-
tenance:”’.

Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, today I
am offering an amendment with my
colleague from Illinois and my col-
league from Oregon that is a win-win
for the American taxpayer and the en-
vironment.

Our amendment reduces the subsidy
for the below-cost timber program ad-
ministered by the Forest Service and
for the construction of logging roads in
our national forests.

In addition, our amendment reallo-
cates needed monies to those Forest
Service programs underfunded by the
committee, such as road maintenance,
wildlife and fish habitat management,
and threatened and endangered species
habitat management.

Each year, the American taxpayers
spend millions of dollars to subsidize
the construction of roads needed for
logging on national forest lands.

The appropriations bill before us
today contains over $37 million for the
Forest Service to assist in the con-
struction and reconstruction of timber
roads in our national forests. This as-
sistance is in the form of contract ad-
ministration, construction oversight,
and engineering, planning, and design
work performed by the Forest Service
for the logging companies which are
merely left with the task of building
the roads to extract the timber.

Our amendment would reduce this
subsidy by a modest amount, $1.6 mil-
lion, which is the amount the program
was increased above the administra-
tion’s budget request.

Similarly, this bill contains $228.9
million for the administration of the
timber sale program, which is more
than $32 million above the administra-
tion’s budget request.

These expenditures for a money los-
ing timber program are an enormous
drain on the Treasury.

In their most recent Forest Manage-
ment Program Annual Report, dated
July 1998, the Forest Service acknowl-
edges losing $88.6 million from their
timber program in fiscal year 1997.

This was the second consecutive year
that the Forest Service reported a loss.

In addition to the reported loss, the
$88.6 million figure excludes a full ac-
counting of all costs associated with
logging.

In past fiscal years, independent
analyses estimate the loss from below-
cost timber sales are far greater than
those reported by the Forest Service.

The General Accounting Office esti-
mated that the timber program cost
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