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John Smart’s election to this posi-
tion is only the latest in a long and dis-
tinguished career in service to our
country and to his fellow veterans. Mr.
Smart served in the United States
Army from October 1970 to April 1973,
in Vietnam, where he was assigned to
the 176th Assault Helicopter Company
(American Division) at Chu Lai. His
meritorious service was recognized
with the Republic of Vietnam Cam-
paign Medal, a Vietnam Service Medal
with four stars and a Presidential Unit
Citation.

While serving in Vietnam, he joined
VFW Post #2181 in Exeter, New Hamp-
shire. Following his return from mili-
tary service in 1973, he moved quickly
through the VFW Department of New
Hampshire chairs and earned recogni-
tion as an All-American Department
Commander during the 1981-82 year. In
1983 he served as Chairman of the Na-
tional Youth Activities Committee and
from 1991-1993 as Chairman of the Na-
tional Buddy Poppy Committee. In 1995
he was appointed to the position of Na-
tional Chief of Staff.

Mr. Smart served his community of
Nashua as a firefighter, retiring after
21 years. He has served as VFW New
Hampshire Department Adjutant/Quar-
termaster since 1985. He is a Life Mem-
ber of VFW Post #483 in Nashua and in
addition to his service to the VFW he
holds membership in the Military
Order of the Cooties, American Legion,
Elks, Retired Firefighters Association
and the US Army Association. He has
served as Chairman of the Board of
Managers of the New Hampshire Vet-
erans Home since 1987 and has served
as a New Hampshire State Representa-
tive.

John Smart is the first member of
the Department of New Hampshire Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars to be elected to
the office of National Commander-in-
Chief. I can think of no New Hampshire
citizen more dedicated to his country
and to the cause of assisting his fellow
veterans. His wife, Mary, his two chil-
dren, John R. and Cheryl, and his five
grandchildren have reason for great
pride in this husband, father and
grandfather who has so ably contrib-
uted his time and efforts toward the
service of others. I have been honored
to work with John Smart over my
years here in the Senate, while serving
as Governor in New Hampshire and ear-
lier in the House of Representatives. I
commend him to the Senate and know
you will join me in extending to him
and his family our congratulations, our
thanks for his past accomplishments
and continuing service and our best
wishes during his year of service as the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States Commander-in-Chief.®

———

TRIBUTE TO BILL MULLEN, 1999
GRAND MARSHAL OF THE LABOR
DAY MARCH

oeMr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today in recognition of Mr. Bill
Mullen, who has been chosen as the
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1999 Grand Marshal of the Essex-West
Hudson Labor Council AFL-CIO Labor
Day March and Observance. The Labor
Council is proud to honor Bill for his
lifetime dedication to working families
in the New Jersey Labor Movement,
and especially Ironworkers Local 11. It
is a pleasure for me to be able to honor
his accomplishments.

Bill Mullen served in the United
States Army during 1967 and 1968, and
was stationed in Korea. He was later
discharged with the rank of Sergeant.
Returning to New Jersey, Bill com-
pleted his apprenticeship, and worked
as an Ironworker, Shop Steward, Jour-
neyman, Foreman, and Superintendent
for various construction companies
throughout the state.

For over thirty years Bill has been
an active member in the labor move-
ment. In 1981, Bill was elected by his
fellow colleagues to be the Vice Presi-
dent of Ironworkers Local 11, and later
became President in 1989. He has also
served as Trustee of the Ironworkers of
Northern New Jersey District Council
Pension Fund and an active member of
the New Jersey Alliance for Action.
Currently, he serves as President of the
Essex County Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council, an organization
with 17 affiliates that represents over
12,000 craftmembers throughout HEssex
County, New Jersey. Bill is a com-
mitted worker, colleague, and leader
who exemplifies the best of New Jersey
Labor Leaders.

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize a leader of great stature in New
Jersey’s labor community. Through
these years, fighting for the cause of
working men and women, Bill has been
known to stand on principle, loyalty,
and hard work. It is with pride that I
honor Bill on his selection as Grand
Marshal.e

————

TRIBUTE TO YORK COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, this
year marks the 250th anniversary of
York County, Pennsylvania. Today, I
rise to recognize the establishment and
storied history of this county which
contributed greatly to the founding of
our Nation.

Established in 1749, York had for-
merly been a part of neighboring Lan-
caster County. The citizens of York
had petitioned for their own county so
that they could establish a courthouse
in closer proximity to their jail. With
the granting of the petition, York be-
came the first county in Pennsylvania
west of the Susquehanna River and the
fifth county in Pennsylvania overall.
Since that time, the county has devel-
oped rich and dynamic civic, social, po-
litical and economic institutions, in-
cluding both durable agricultural and
industrial bases, and serves as a model
for communities across the Common-
wealth and the Nation.

Mr. President, from September 1777
through June 1778, York served as the
capital of our Nation. As British Gen-
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eral Howe’s army occupied Philadel-
phia, our early government, the Conti-
nental Congress, was first moved to
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. After one
day, the Continental Congress sought
to place further distance between it
and the British, so it crossed the Sus-
quehanna river at Wrights’ Ferry and
resumed session in the Colonial Court-
house in Center Square, York.

Mr. President, it was during the time
that the York hosted our nation’s gov-
ernment that the Marquis de Lafayette
made the famous ‘‘toast that saved the
nation.” With this toast, Lafayette
proclaimed his continued support for,
and espoused the attributes of, General
Washington at a time when certain fac-
tions were calling for the General to be
replaced. This toast has been credited
as saving George Washington’s position
as our first Commander in Chief. It was
also during the time that the Conti-
nental Congress convened in York that
it adopted the Articles of Confed-
eration. This important document was
the precursor to the Constitution and
marked the first use of the term
““United States of America.”

Mr. President, the people of York
County are proud of their history and
their traditions. I am proud to join
York in this celebration and ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating
York on its 250th anniversary.e

———

RETIREMENT OF LIEUTENANT
GENERAL PATRICK M. HUGHES

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring to the attention of Sen-
ators the retirement of Lieutenant
General Patrick M. Hughes of the
United States Army. A native of Great
Falls Montana, I am proud that one of
our native sons has made such a vital
contribution to the defense of this
great country, through a military ca-
reer spanning nearly 40 years.

The recipient of many military
awards and honors, including the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal, the
Silver Star, the Purple Heart and the
Bronze Star, General Hughes has been
a valuable friend to me and the people
he has served in his distinguished ca-
reer.

Although we have come to expect
people of high caliber and dedication in
our armed forces, General Hughes’s
service has been exceptional. Most re-
cently assigned as the Director for In-
telligence, J2, the Joint Staff, General
Hughes began his military career in
1962. Following completion of his en-
listment in 1965, he attended Montana
State University, where he graduated
in 1968. He was then commissioned in
the U.S. Army infantry, and served two
tours in Vietnam. He commanded sev-
eral military intelligence (MI) detach-
ments, an MI battalion, an MI brigade
and the Army Intelligence Agency. He
also served in senior staff positions, in-
cluding a tour as the J2 of the U.S.
Central Command.

Throughout his distinguished career,
General Hughes’s tireless and sincere
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dedication to the men and women in
uniform has vastly improved their
quality of life and mission readiness.
As he retires from the United States
Army, he will leave behind a tremen-
dous legacy.

Mr. President, General Hughes is a
great credit to the Army and the Na-
tion. I salute him for his many years of
selfless service to our country, and
offer my gratitude to him, his wife
Karlene and their sons, Barry and
Chad, on the occasion of his retirement
from the United States Army. I know I
speak for the people of my state when
I say that I am proud of General
Hughes; I know that I speak for all
Americans when I say that he will be
missed.e®

———

A TRIBUTE TO BOB FERRELL

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
recognize a great patriot from my won-
derful State of West Virginia, Mr. Rob-
ert ““Bob” Ferrell. Bob retired from the
U.S. Air Force with more than 21 years
of active duty service. He bravely
served his country during the Vietnam
conflict on the C-130 Spectre Gunship
as a gunner and instructor gunner.
Over the course of many years of serv-
ice, the Air Force honored Bob with
numerous prestigious awards, includ-
ing the coveted Distinguished Flying
Cross.

After completing his tour in Viet-
nam, Bob returned to his lifelong home
of Logan County, and began the hard
work of a coal miner to support his
family. Bob was an exemplary citizen
and participated in many community
activities. He was a lifetime member of
the American Legion and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. After retiring from
the mines in the mid 1980’s, Bob trav-
eled all over our State seeking the op-
portunity to speak to our school chil-
dren about the importance of service to
our country and to our state.

A devoted husband and father, Bob
raised four wonderful and productive
children, two boys and two girls. The
example he set for his sons resulted in
both of them following in his footsteps
and enlisting in the armed forces. The
eldest, Mike, is serving in the 101st Air-
borne division of Fort Campbell, KY,
and Steve is a full-time member of the
West Virginia Army National Guard.
His daughters also are respected mem-
bers of their communities. The oldest,
LaRue, is a chiropractor, and her
younger sister, Anitra, is a loving
mother and housewife.

Bob passed away in May of this year,
and was buried, so appropriately, on
the day which commemorates the lives
of all those who sacrificed so much for
our nation, Memorial Day. Mr. Presi-
dent, as you know, I am the ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, and I take great
pride in recognizing this wonderful and
patriotic man from my state of West
Virginia. Bob was one of more than
200,000 veterans from my home State,
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and represents the millions of Ameri-
cans who served our country with pride
and distinction. One of the best ways
we can honor Bob’s memory is to work
diligently to ensure that the promises
made by our government to all vet-
erans are kept.

I would like to close by saying—
thank you, Bob. Your outstanding atti-
tude and unselfish lifestyle are an in-
spiration to the people of our State.
You attained the goal all men strive
for, in that, you left the world a better
place for all of us.e

——
COLCHESTER LIONS CLUB

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor the Colchester
Lions Club of Colchester, CT. On Octo-
ber 30, they will be celebrating their
50th anniversary of service to the
Colchester community.

The Colchester Lions Club was estab-
lished on August 2, 1949, and through
the support of area residents, they
have reached out to assist many mem-
bers of the community. The Lions Club
has lent its support to such worthwhile
local causes as the D.A.R.E. Program
for schools, academic scholarships for
local students, and area food banks,
and senior centers. They also have
reached far beyond the Town of
Colchester by raising funds for organi-
zations such as the Fidelco Guide Dog
Foundation and Lions Clubs Inter-
national.

As the Colchester Lions Club has
grown over the years, their numerous
good works have touched many lives
and demonstrated the true value of vol-
unteerism. The people of Connecticut
thank the Colchester Lions Club and
all its members for their service, dedi-
cation, and contribution to our State.®

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH
CATHOLIC GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the North
Catholic Girls Basketball team for
their 256 years of outstanding accom-
plishments.

Over the past 25 years, the team has
earned a record of 671 wins and 100
losses. Coach Don Barth, the team’s
coach during their first 23 years, took
the team to the WPIAL championship
game 21 times. Last year, the team
again went to the championship game
under their current coach, Molly
Larkin Rothman.

Among the team’s other accomplish-
ments, they have won the state cham-
pionships seven times, the conference
championship 25 times, and they hold
the record for the longest winning
streak with 56 wins between 1987 and
1989.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join with me in congratulating the
North Catholic Girls Basketball team
on their outstanding accomplishments
over the past 25 years. They have pro-
vided an excellent example for youth in
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Pennsylvania and the

country.e

throughout

——
DEATH OF CLIF LEAR

o Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, sev-
eral weeks ago Cibola County in New
Mexico lost one of its leading citizens
when Clif Lear of Grants died of can-
cer.

A businessman, he took public serv-
ice very seriously and served over the
years as a city councilman and as the
city manager. His contributions to eco-
nomic development in an area hit hard
when the mines closed made a huge dif-
ference to the people of Cibola County,
as he worked tirelessly to attract new
initiatives and new projects.

His wife and three daughters have
the sympathy and appreciation of us
all who are grateful for Clif’s life and
the effort he made to make his corner
of New Mexico better.e

——————

SENATE WILDERNESS AND PUBLIC
LANDS CAUCUS

e Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I proud-
ly join my colleagues as a founding
member of this newly created Senate
Wilderness and Public Lands Caucus. I
congratulate my friend, Senator FEIN-
GOLD, for his bold spirit and commit-
ment to the active protection of our
public lands. I accepted Senator FEIN-
GOLD’s invitation to participate in this
new Caucus because we share a respon-
sibility to protect the mnatural re-
sources that sustain our world and
grace the quality of our lives.

On this day, we commemorate the
success of the 1964 Wilderness Act with
a renewed commitment to responsible
preservation. More than 35 years since
the Act’s passage, Americans can more
readily cherish and enjoy pristine lands
in their natural state, unencumbered
by growth and development. An impor-
tant goal of this new Caucus is the de-
sire to improve our process for making
important land management decisions
impacting our public lands.

Developing consensus policy for pub-
lic lands protection is of particular ne-
cessity and importance for western
states. In Arizona, more than 80 per-
cent of lands are held in public owner-
ship, with 4.5 million acres designated
as wilderness. Arizonans enjoy wilder-
ness in such places as the Superstition
Mountains, Cabeza Prieta, Baboquivari
Peak and the Red Rock Secret Moun-
tain.

Many more difficult land manage-
ment decisions will require our
thoughtful consideration. For example,
the state of Arizona has grappled for
more than ten years over the question
of wilderness suitability for the state’s
largest national park, the Grand Can-
yon National Park. Arizonans are still
engaged in deliberations of this impor-
tant decision, as well as determining
appropriate land management deci-
sions for other areas in our state.

Each of us is well aware that public
land management is divisive and, if not



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-21T14:04:01-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




