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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it so ordered 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet for a hearing re Department of 
Justice Nominations, during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Au-
gust 4, 1999, at 8:30 a.m., in SD628. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet for a hearing re Pipeline 
Drugs: Proposed Remedies for Relief in 
S. 1172, during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, August 4, 1999, at 
10:00 a.m., in SD628. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet for a hearing re Annual Ref-
ugee Consultation during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, August 4, 
1999, at 2:00 p.m., in SD628. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, August 4, 
1999, at 9:15 a.m., to receive testimony 
on committee funding resolutions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, August 4, 1999, 
at 2:00 p.m. to hold a closed hearing on 
intelligence matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE YEAR 2000 
TECHNOLOGY PROBLEM 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-
nology Problem be permitted to meet 
on August 4, 1999, at 9:30 a.m., or the 
purpose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 

POLICY, EXPORT AND TRADE PROMOTION AND 
THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIAN AND PA-
CIFIC AFFAIRS 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on International Economic 
Policy, Export and Trade Promotion 
and the Subcommittee on East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, August 4, 1999, at 2:30 
p.m., to hold a joint hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION AND RECREATION 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks, Historic 
Preservation and Recreation of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, August 4, for purposes of 
conducting a subcommittee hearing 
which is scheduled to begin at 2:15 p.m. 
The purpose of this oversight hearing 
is to review the performance manage-
ment process under the requirements 
of the Government Performance and 
Results Act by the National Park Serv-
ice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, RESTRUCTURING AND THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee Sub-
committee on Oversight of Government 
Management, Restructuring and the 
District of Columbia be permitted to 
meet on Wednesday, August 4, 1999, at 
10:30 a.m., for a hearing on Overlap and 
Duplication in the Federal Food Safety 
System. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
WEEK 

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, dur-
ing the week of August 30–September 3 
we will celebrate Occupational and En-
vironmental Health and Safety Week. 
As a strong and vigorous supporter of 
Federal initiatives to strengthen our 
safety and environmental laws and pro-
tect our workers and citizens, I am 
pleased to take this opportunity to 
draw my colleagues’ attention to this 
important occasion and to take a few 
moments to reflect on and bring great-
er awareness of workplace and commu-
nity health and safety issues to the 
public. 

Occupational and Environmental 
Health and Safety Week is sponsored 
by the American Industrial Hygiene 
Association. This is the first annual 
celebration of this event and the goal 
is to highlight workplace and commu-
nity health issues. This year’s theme, 
‘‘Protecting Your Future . . . Today,’’ 
shows the far-reaching nature of occu-
pational and environmental safety’s 
impact on the public. 

One of the major issues concerning 
workplace safety is Ergonomics. 
Ergonomics is the science of fitting the 
job to the worker. It is the solution to 
a host of physical problems brought 
about by over-exertion or repetitive 
stress. More than 650,000 Americans 
suffer serious injuries and illnesses due 
to work-related musculoskeletal dis-

orders each year, accounting for more 
than 34 percent of all lost-workday in-
juries and illnesses, and costing em-
ployers $15–20 billion annually in direct 
workers’ compensation costs. 

There is sound scientific evidence 
linking musculoskeletal disorders 
(MSDs) to work. Last summer, the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences (NAS) 
found ‘‘compelling evidence’’ that 
workplace modifications can reduce 
the risk of injury. A 1997 review of 600 
studies by the National Institute of Oc-
cupational Safety and Health drew 
similar conclusions. For the average 
worker, the back takes the brunt of the 
injuries. About 4 out of 10 injuries in-
volve strains and sprains, most of them 
back-related. The Department of Labor 
recently reported that injuries and ill-
nesses for construction laborers, car-
penters, welders and cutters increased 
by a total of 8,000 cases. Additionally, 
truck drivers suffer more than their 
share of injuries, including approxi-
mately 145,000 work-related injuries or 
illnesses each year. 

Although many injuries occur in the 
workplace, our concern does not end 
there. OEHS Week’s second important 
emphasis is safety in the community 
and home. Protecting and improving 
our environment, our parks and wild-
life refuges, and natural resources have 
been among my highest priorities since 
I was first elected to the Congress. I 
have fought for, and helped enact, 
every major piece of legislation to en-
hance environmental quality—the 
Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, 
the Endangered Species Act, and 
Superfund, to name a few. OEHS Week 
is designed to heighten awareness 
about several vital community health 
concerns including carbon monoxide 
poisoning, indoor air quality, and noise 
exposure. 

In my view, a clean environment is a 
legacy we leave for future generations. 
After all, our natural resources—our 
farmlands and forests, water, air, and 
our wildlife—are the foundation of our 
country’s present and future well-being 
and quality of life. We are making 
progress in the effort to clean up the 
Chesapeake Bay—our nation’s largest 
and most productive estuary. But 
much more work needs to be done to 
revitalize this national treasure and I 
have introduced legislation to amend 
the Federal Water Pollution Act to as-
sist in the restoration of the Chesa-
peake Bay. Additionally, I have intro-
duced a bill to implement pilot 
projects in Maryland, Virginia, and 
North Carolina to address problems as-
sociated with toxic microorganisms in 
tidal and non-tidal wetlands and 
waters. 

As we approach over 100 years of cele-
brating Labor Day, it is appropriate 
that we focus our attention on the 
safety of workers while in a workplace 
environment and on their safety and 
environmental concerns while away 
from the job site. This 1st annual Occu-
pational and Environmental Health 
and Safety Week truly represents a 
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spotlight on the total quality of life of 
working Americans.∑ 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
VERMONT HOUSING FINANCE 
AGENCY 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I am 
honored to congratulate the Vermont 
Housing Finance Agency on its 25th 
Anniversary of providing Vermonters 
with access to safe, decent and afford-
able housing. 

In 1974, the Vermont Housing Fi-
nance Agency, VHFA, was established 
to ensure that Vermonters of a variety 
of different backgrounds have access to 
affordable housing. Over many years of 
finding innovative ways to finance and 
stimulate the preservation and devel-
opment of affordable housing, VHFA 
has multiplied the number of home 
ownership opportunities in Vermont 
many times over. This dedication to 
aggressively and compassionately pro-
vide affordable housing opportunities 
ensures that today’s neediest Vermont 
families need not go without shelter. 

As a Senator one of my highest prior-
ities is to help secure for Vermont’s 
low and moderate income families a 
home they can afford. We all know that 
having a home is a critical foundation 
to achieving success. Every year VHFA 
helps Vermonters build this foundation 
by making financing possible for thou-
sands of Vermonters to purchase hun-
dreds of dwellings. Over the years, 
VHFA has worked with private lenders, 
real estate professionals, builders, de-
velopers and nonprofit organizations 
throughout the state to get the job 
done. This dynamic approach to home 
financing has brought about dozens of 
healthy and safe Vermont communities 
where residents thrive and commu-
nities grow. The professionalism, reli-
ability, and accomplishments of the 
staff at VHFA are unsurpassed. 

I commend the Vermont Housing Fi-
nance Agency for its outstanding con-
tribution and dedication to improving 
the quality of life for so many 
Vermonters. VHFA has my sincerest 
thanks and unending respect for its 25 
years of commitment to Vermont and 
her people. I am both proud and hon-
ored to represent such an accomplished 
group of individuals in Washington as 
they are a national model for how to 
provide affordable, quality housing op-
portunities for those in need. As they 
celebrate their 25th anniversary at the 
end of this month in Vermont, the 
VHFA staff, past and present, should 
be proud that their leadership and con-
tinued perseverance will help ensure 
that every Vermonter has a place to 
call home.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE EMTER FAMILY 

∑ Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to take note of the superb per-
formances given yesterday by the 
Emter family of Glen Ullin, North Da-
kota, on the Capitol lawn and later at 
the Kennedy Center. The Emters were 

here in Washington as part of the Mil-
lennium Series being sponsored by the 
Kennedy Center. When the Kennedy 
Center asked me to make a rec-
ommendation of a group from North 
Dakota that might exhibit some of the 
cultural heritage of my state, the 
Emter family was a natural and imme-
diate choice. 

One obvious reason was their out-
standing musical accomplishment. The 
Emters are button accordionists. Mr. 
President, the button accordion is a 
unique instrument, brought to America 
by settlers from Austria at the turn of 
the 20th century. Button accordions 
have been in this country for nearly 100 
years, and have helped make polka one 
of America’s most loved traditional 
dances. In North Dakota even today 
you’d be hard pressed to find a wedding 
reception or barn dance where a polka 
wasn’t played and the entire room 
doesn’t pour onto the dance floor. Ac-
cordion music may not have the pop-
ular following that it did before the ad-
vent of rock and roll, but its lyrical 
and nostalgic flavor still tugs at the 
heartstrings of this Senator and many 
other folks of my generation who grew 
up watching our parents polka the 
night away across the American Le-
gion Hall dance floor, at Ted Strand’s 
barn or at Hardmeyer Hall. 

The Emter Family—parents Renae 
and Roger (who met at a polka dance), 
18 year old son Adam, and three daugh-
ters Angelina, 16; Alida, 15; and Abi-
gail, 13—has performed all over North 
America, from county fairs, church 
functions and Oktoberfests to national 
television and radio appearances. They 
have taken top honors at a number of 
international button accordion com-
petitions. They are truly accomplished. 

I have to tell you though, Mr. Presi-
dent, that it isn’t just for their musical 
achievement that the Emter Family 
deserves our recognition and honor 
today. That’s because this is a great 
family. Their presence on stage tells 
you this, the way they interact with 
one another and everyone around them 
tells you this, the message in their 
music tell you this. They are good peo-
ple that exemplify the steadfast, posi-
tive attitude of the vast majority of 
rural America’s families. They live in 
Glen Ullin, in southwestern North Da-
kota, a part of the state that has seen 
one of the most significant decrease in 
population. Times are desperate for 
many families in this region of my 
state, along with rural areas in most of 
our farm states. These people have 
every reason in the world to lose faith, 
to have negative attitudes, to let frus-
tration get the best of them and give 
up. None of us could fault them for 
that. But, Mr. President, most of these 
families don’t despair. They look for-
ward, they continue to work incredibly 
hard, they still pack the American Le-
gion Hall to dance the polka once and 
awhile. The Emters are a symbol of 
hope in these areas of our country, Mr. 
President, and I want to thank them 
for sharing that hope with us yesterday 

through their music and their presence 
in Washington.∑ 

f 

JIM BATTIN COURTHOUSE 
∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, today I 
rise to pay tribute to one of Montana’s 
greatest citizens, the Honorable James 
F. Battin, Sr. Jim Battin was born in 
Wichita, Kansas, and at the age of four, 
moved to Billings, Montana, where he 
was raised. After graduating from high 
school, he served for three years in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II, spend-
ing most of that time in the Pacific 
theater. Following the war, Jim re-
turned home to continue his education, 
graduating first from Eastern Montana 
College in Billings and later receiving 
his J.D. from George Washington Uni-
versity. He continued his career in pub-
lic service as a city attorney in Bil-
lings, and in 1958, he was elected to the 
Montana state legislature. Only two 
years later, he successfully ran for a 
seat in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, where he was quickly assigned 
seats on the House Committee on Com-
mittees, as well as Ways and Means, 
two very prestigious seats for a fresh-
man member of Congress. Jim later 
served on the House Foreign Relations 
and Judiciary Committees, and was ul-
timately elected five times by the peo-
ple of his district, which then covered 
the eastern half of the state of Mon-
tana. During his congressional career, 
which lasted from 1961 to 1969, Con-
gressman Battin played an instru-
mental role in a good deal of legisla-
tion, including the bill which created 
Montana’s Bob Marshall Wilderness 
Area, at the time the largest wildlife 
area in the United States. Jim also 
served as one of two U.S. Congressional 
Representatives to the Inter-Govern-
mental Committee on European Migra-
tion, which met in Geneva. This group 
helped individuals who were expelled 
from behind the Iron Curtain to re-es-
tablish businesses in other countries, 
or to find work in other occupations. In 
1968, Congressman Battin was Presi-
dent Nixon’s representative to the 
Platform Committee at the Republican 
National Committee, and shortly 
thereafter, in early 1969, he became 
President Nixon’s first judicial ap-
pointment. He served as a U.S. district 
judge for the district of Montana for 27 
years, becoming its Chief Judge in 1978. 
During his time on the bench, Judge 
Battin issued key rulings affecting the 
lives of Montana citizens, among them 
his ruling which preserved access to 
the Bighorn River for people through-
out the state, and his creation of the 
precedent for the now universally ac-
cepted six-man federal jury in civil 
cases. A dedicated and hard working 
man, James F. Battin Sr. remained on 
the bench until his passing in the au-
tumn of 1996. 

It was with these facts in mind, Mr. 
President, that led to my support of 
H.R. 158, a bill which would designate 
the United States courthouse located 
at 316 North 26th Street in Billings, 
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