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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska).

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, the
pending business is the question of
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 362, nays 52,
answered ‘“‘present’ 1, not voting 18, as
follows:

This

[Roll No. 461]

YEAS—362
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Pastor
Payne
Pease
Pelosi
Peterson (PA)
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Weiner Wicker Wynn
Weldon (FL) Wilson Young (AK)
Wexler Wise Young (FL)
Weygand Wolf
Whitfield Woolsey
NAYS—52

Aderholt Hefley Sawyer
Baird Hilliard Schaffer
Bilbray Hinchey Stark
Borski Hoyer Stupak
Brady (PA) Johnson, E. B. Sweeney
Capuano Klink Taylor (MS)
Clay Kucinich Thompson (CA)
Costello LoBiondo Thompson (MS)
Crane McDermott Thurman
Dickey McNulty Udall (CO)
English Miller, George Udall (NM)
Fattah Moore Velazquez
Filner Moran (KS) Vento
Ford Oberstar Visclosky
Gibbons Peterson (MN) Waters
Gillmor Pickett Weller
Gutknecht Ramstad
Hastings (FL) Sabo

ANSWERED “‘PRESENT”—1

Tancredo
NOT VOTING—18
Becerra DeFazio McKeon
Bonior DeLay Meeks (NY)
Chenoweth Gephardt Paul
Collins Hooley Scarborough
Cubin Houghton Weldon (PA)
Danner Jefferson Wu
0 1122

So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY BOARD AMENDMENTS
ACT OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). Pursuant to House Resolution
312 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R.
2910.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2910) to
amend title 49, United States Code, to
authorize appropriations for the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board for
fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 2002, and for
other purposes, with Mr. BARRETT of
Nebraska in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read for the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN).

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

This bill before us today reauthorizes
the National Transportation Safety
Board, the NTSB, for 3 years. The
House needs to move forward with this
legislation because the Board’s author-
ization expires at the end of this fiscal
year.

We are all familiar with the work of
the Safety Board. It investigates all
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aviation accidents as well as accidents
in other modes of transportation. The
problems it uncovers and the rec-
ommendations it makes often lead to
changes that make travel safer for us
all.

The bill before the House now would
increase the authorized funding levels
for the Safety Board. Currently, the
agency is receiving $54 million per
year. This bill would increase that
amount to $57 million in fiscal year
2000, $65 million in 2001, and $72 million
in 2002. These are substantial increases
in the second and third years, but the
funding levels in these last 2 years are
much less than the Board had sought.
They seem to be necessary to provide
the Board with the employees and the
training to keep up with rapidly chang-
ing technology.

Also, as the agency’s budget in-
creases, it is becoming more important
that it be subject to the proper level of
oversight. Therefore, for the first time
this bill will give the Inspector General
the authority to review the business
and financial management of the
NTSB. With this provision, we do not
mean to imply that there is anything
improper going on. We are merely
treating the NTSB the same as other
agencies which are subject to Inspector
General review.

There are several other provisions in
this bill worth noting. The first makes
clear that the NTSB’s jurisdiction over
accidents on the navigable waters and
territorial sea of the United States ex-
tends 12 miles from the coast. This is
consistent with Presidential Proclama-
tion 5928 and with the Coast Guard’s ju-
risdiction.

The second change authorizes the
NTSB to enter into agreements with
foreign governments for the provision
of technical assistance and to be reim-
bursed for those services which the
NTSB provides. The NTSB requested
that this be clarified.

The bill would also permit the NTSB
to pay time-and-a-half to its employees
who work overtime on an accident in-
vestigation. These employees some-
times are called unexpectedly to work
in difficult conditions during nights
and weekends. This provision would
fairly compensate them for that. Em-
ployees in the private sector usually
receive time-and-a-half when they
work overtime. However, I know that
overtime provisions have been abused
at other agencies. Therefore, the over-
time provision in this bill is subject to
two limitations to ensure that such
abuse does not occur at the Safety
Board, and it should be done in other
agencies. These limitations are that an
employee cannot get more than 15 per-
cent of his base yearly salary in any
year, and the NTSB cannot pay more
than $570,000, or 1 percent of their au-
thorized amount, per year total under
this section. Moreover, overtime pay
would be subject to an annual report-
ing requirement to ensure the commit-
tee’s continued oversight of this issue.
The NTSB had requested even more au-
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thority in the personnel area but indi-
cated that it was the overtime issue
addressed here that it is most inter-

ested in.
Another important provision, Mr.
Chairman, in this bill is the section

that ensures confidentiality of video
recorders on aircraft and of voice and
video recorders on surface vehicles.
The NTSB requested this change in
case these new technologies are in-
stalled in the future. We take no posi-
tion on whether these recorders should
be installed. We merely want to make
sure that if recorders are installed, the
information on them is used only for
safety purposes and not generally re-
leased for sensational purposes or to
invade the privacy of the operators.

The bill once again makes clear that
the NTSB safety investigation takes
priority over other investigations of
the same accident. However, there is a
carefully negotiated procedure in the
bill for the NTSB to turn over its in-
vestigation to the FBI when the FBI
notifies the Board that the accident
may have been caused by a criminal
act.

Finally, the bill directs the FAA to
install a terminal Doppler weather
radar at the former Coast Guard sta-
tion in Brooklyn, New York. The FAA
has already decided that this is needed
for the safety of all air travelers but we
want to make sure that nothing else
holds this up. The need for this provi-
sion arose out of our hearing on avia-
tion and weather accidents in July.
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There it was revealed that the Park
Service was objecting to the placement
of this equipment which would very
much enhance safety at LaGuardia and
Kennedy airports. The Park Service
has since backed down from its objec-
tion, but we want to keep pressure on
them to make sure that important
safety equipment is installed as quick-
ly as possible.

Mr. Chairman, | believe this bill
gives the NTSB the tools it will need to
carry it into the next century. | urge
the House to support this legislation.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Chairman, 1 yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Chairman, | rise today in strong
support of H.R. 2910, the National
Transportation Safety Board Amend-
ments Act of 1999. H.R. 2910 is a bipar-
tisan bill that reauthorizes the NTSB
for 3 years so it can continue to play a
critical role in ensuring the safety of
our Nation’s transportation system.

The NTSB is an independent agency
that investigates transportation acci-
dents and promotes safety for transpor-
tation. It investigates accidents in all
of transportation’s various modes:
Aviation, highway, transit, maritime,
railroad, and pipeline and hazardous
material transportation and makes
recommendations on ways in which to
improve safety. In the last 3 years
alone, the board has investigated more
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