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working to prepare for the probable ar-
rival of Hurricane Floyd. Hurricane
Floyd is a Class Four, possibly Class
Five, hurricane right now, which rep-
resents an extremely powerful and
strong storm. The last hurricane that
was a Class Four to hit the United
States was Hurricane Andrew.

I had the opportunity to go down into
the devastated area after Hurricane
Andrew came through south Florida as
part of a program involving the Florida
Medical Society. I went into the area
to work in a clinic, and I was able to
see firsthand the devastation wrought
by this powerful storm, and it is for
that reason that my heart, my con-
cerns, my prayers go out to all those
people who are being now asked to re-
spond to this devastating storm, and in
particular those people who are being
asked to evacuate. Emergency manage-
ment personnel are now calling for the
evacuation of many of the barrier is-
land communities such as the commu-
nity of Indialantic in my congressional
district.

Additionally, the storm is projected
to go up the coast and come very close
to Kennedy Space Center, and I had the
opportunity to visit Kennedy Space
Center today and review there with the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MCCOL-
LUM) and the Senate Director, Roy
Bridges, the preparations that are un-
derway. At Kennedy Space Center right
now is about $8 billion worth of space
station hardware that is being prepared
for launch on the space shuttle. Obvi-
ously, all the space shuttles are there
as well. And the crews are doing a
great job in getting ready, and board-
ing up the buildings and preparing the
equipment for the arrival of this storm,
and I would be very happy to yield to
my colleague from Orlando, Florida
(Mr. MCCOLLUM).

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman for yielding
both because I want to comment on
this storm with him as I know all
about the east coast of Florida is pre-
paring for what could be one of the
most serious hurricanes to strike the
United States in years, including Hur-
ricane Andrew; and we all pray that it
does not happen.

We do not want to see it strike land-
fall anywhere because of the strength
and power of this storm, but it could be
particularly devastating to our coast-
line and for the families that are there;
but also to comment with him, as he
has pointed out on the fact, that we
were today at the Cape. I was sched-
uled as my colleague, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. WELDON), knows to
go with him to visit and tour the Cape
for other reasons, as it is a neighboring
district to mine and I have a great in-
terest in the space program, as the gen-
tleman and I have shared over the
years.

But to me to be there today when
they were making these preparations is
a reminder of the enormous task that
NASA has to be involved with not only
in launch preparations in terms of all

of the shuttle program and now the
space station program and the tremen-
dous effort and dedication the men and
women there for those purposes, but
also to prepare for disasters like this,
to protect those valuable goods that
are there at taxpayer expenses.

So I want to pay tribute with the
gentleman from Florida tonight to the
men and women who work at the Cape
for all they have done to be dedicated
not only to the program itself, but to
the preparation each and every time
there has been an approaching storm
like this, but particularly now.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I thank the gentleman, and I, too,
would ask that all Members keep the
communities not only in coastal Flor-
ida, but as well Georgia and South
Carolina in the path of this devastating
storm in their thoughts and prayers.
We have great emergency management
personnel that are preparing the com-
munities and getting ready for the ar-
rival of Hurricane Floyd; and we cer-
tainly do hope that the winds carry it
out to sea further up north into the
cooler waters of the Atlantic where it
could be downgraded into a tropical
storm and then ultimately perhaps just
become a rain storm.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield again?

Mr. WELDON of Florida. I yield to
the gentleman from Florida.

Mr. McCOLLUM. As my colleague
knows, one of the things that we
talked about today that was impressive
to me is this is just the wind damage
that could be terrible and devastating.
It is the storm surge itself, the water
levels, Pointed out at the Cape that
that could come up 6 to 15 feet above
sea level; and I know that is important
to everybody concerned with the pro-
tection of all of the valuable equip-
ment that is there.

But in addition to that, in your dis-
trict and in many others along the
coast of Florida there are many, many
homes that are at a level which could
be devastated by this, not just right on
the beaches, but inland, too, if the
water surge and storm surge comes up
that much.

So there is a great threat in the
storm that is approaching, not just in
the wind and the things you read about
from the tornadoes and the storms that
are spawned by it, but also by the tre-
mendous potential for flooding and
water damage from that surge.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. RUSH addressed the House. HIs
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

IN MEMORY OF FATHER HILARIO
MADEIRA AND FATHER FRAN-
CISCO SOARES WHO WERE MUR-
DERED IN EAST TIMOR
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I wel-
come the news that Indonesia will
allow an international peacekeeping
force into East Timor, but let me em-
phasize that the international commu-
nity must act quickly before more
lives are lost.

Shortly before the August 30 ref-
erendum on independence, I was in
East Timor with two of my colleagues
from the other body. Dili was a bus-
tling city as it prepared for the U.N.-
supervised vote. We were the only Con-
gressional delegation to travel to East
Timor before the elections and the last
Members of Congress to see Dili as it
once was. The burned, looted, and de-
stroyed city emptied of its people is
heartbreaking. Our delegation traveled
to two towns along the western border,
Maliana and Suai; and I would like to
share some of what I saw in Suai.

August is the dry season in East
Timor. It was sweltering, hot and
dusty. In this poor town we went to the
Catholic church compound where over
2,000 people were seeking refuge. Fa-
ther Hilario Madeira, the senior parish
priest, and Father Francisco Soares
who would be our guides greeted us.
They introduced us to their world, one
filled with worry and tension and sub-
jected daily to violence and intimida-
tion by the Indonesian military and
militias organized and armed by the In-
donesian armed forces.

Despite the strain and uncertainty of
their situation, I was impressed by Fa-
ther Hilario and Father Francisco’s
warmth, good humor, hospitality, and
steady nerves. Here were men carrying
out God’s mandate to love and care for
your neighbor, protect the weak and
live humbly.

In talking to the refugees, we discov-
ered most had been burned out of their
homes or forcibly evicted. The major-
ity were women and children. They
sought refuge in the church compound
surrounded by militia who over the
past 2 days had cut off all their food
and water.

Our delegation met with town offi-
cials asking that the water be restored.
It was clear that militias were in
charge of the water and that town offi-
cials would do nothing. The armed In-
donesian police and soldiers, those
charged with protection and security of
the East Timorese people during the
U.N. process, stood in the shade doing
nothing, laughing and joking with the
militias.

When I met with President Habibie in
Jakarta, we demanded the water be re-
stored in Suai. Less than 24 hours later
the militias turned on the water.

Father Hilario shared with us his
concerns about the current violence
and his fears about violent retaliation
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against the people who would go to the
polls scarcely a week later, and we
took that message to heart.

That evening in Dili we had dinner
with Nobel Peace Prize winner and
Catholic bishop Carlos Belo. In the din-
ing room of his house overlooking the
courtyard between his residence and
the chapel where he said mass, Bishop
Belo emphasized the need for protec-
tion following the vote, and as we met
in Dili with Indonesian officials, police
and military commanders, we were
constantly assured they were providing
security for the people. They brushed
aside our description of the situation
in Suai, and I asked that they could
cite a single instance where they had
detained, arrested, or confiscated the
weapons of any militia member, and
they could not.

As our delegation prepared to depart
from Dili, we called upon the U.N. to
immediately deploy armed peace-
keepers to East Timor to protect the
people from further violence, especially
following the referendum.

Now we know everyone’s worst fears
have been realized. Over the Labor Day
weekend I received word that the home
of Bishop Belo where I had dined just 2
weeks ago had been burned to the
ground. The bishop barely escaped with
his life. The 3,000 people given refuge in
his courtyard were forced out at gun
point by uniformed Indonesian mili-
tary militias. Their fates are unknown.

And on Wednesday morning I re-
ceived a phone call from human rights
workers in Jakarta that eyewitnesses
reported militias had gunned down and
killed Father Hilario and Father Fran-
cisco along with Jesuit priest Father
Dewanto. Many of the people of Suai
sheltering inside the church were also
killed. Some escaped while others were
forcibly transported out of the coun-
try. These were good men; these were
holy men. Nothing we say or do here in
Congress, nothing President Clinton
may say or do, nothing the U.N. may
say or do can bring these men back to
the people of Suai. In so many ways we
in the United States and the inter-
national community failed them. They
trusted us, and we failed them. If we
were to honor their memory, then we
must not fail them again.

Mr. Speaker, we must support the
rapid deployment of an international
force to rescue and guarantee the secu-
rity of the people of East Timor. We
must take immediate steps to protect
refugees and displaced people from fur-
ther harm and attacks. We must dis-
arm the militias and confiscate and de-
stroy their weapons. We must provide
humanitarian support, food and medi-
cine for East Timor. We must safely re-
turn those who are forced to leave
their homes, villages, and country. We
must guarantee the full and safe imple-
mentation of the independence process
for East Timor, and we must help the
East Timorese people rebuild their cit-
ies and towns.

This time the international commu-
nity must keep its word to the people
of East Timor.

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 11, 1999]
NUNS DESCRIBE SLAUGHTER IN E. TIMOR—MI-

LITIAMEN KILLED PRIESTS, THEN REFUGEES
IN CHURCH, WITNESS SAYS

(Doug Struck)
KUPANG, Indonesia, Sept. 10—Father

Dewanto was the first to die, said Sister
Mary Barudero.

The militiamen had lined up outside the
old wooden church filled with refugees from
East Timorese town of Suai on Monday
afternoon, and parishioners watched as the
young Indonesian Jesuit priest stepped out
dressed in his clerical robes to meet the
trouble.

A burst of gunfire cut him down. Father
Francisco followed. The militiamen waited
for the senior parish priest, Father Hilario.
When he did not emerge, a witness said, they
kicked down the door to his study and
sprayed him with automatic weapons fire.

A nun who watched the massacre from the
window of her house described the scene to
Barudero less than an hour later. The nun
told Barudero the militiamen entered the
church filled with refugees, and began firing
long bursts from their weapons. Then they
threw hand grenades into the huddled vic-
tims.

Inside, there had been only young children
and women, babies at their mothers’ breasts,
and pregnant women, Barudero said. The
men had fled days earlier. Barudero, who
works as a nurse, had sent four of the preg-
nant women from her hospital to Suai just
two hours earlier to await further progress
in their labor.

‘‘They went to the church because that’s
where they felt safe. They felt being near the
priests was protection,’’ said the 64-year-old
nun, vainly fighting her tears.

Her account of the massacre, also reported
Thursday by the Vatican’s missionary news
agency Fides, is one of the first graphic de-
scriptions of the violence that has wracked
East Timor at the hands of Indonesian mili-
tary-backed militiamen who opposed the
independence for the province.

Roman Catholic clergy, seen by the militia
as having supported independence for East
Timor, were among the first victims. Most
citizens of East Timor, a former Portuguese
colony, are Roman Catholics. Indonesia is
the world’s largest Muslim country.

Barudero, a Philippine-born Indonesian cit-
izen who belongs to the French order of Sis-
ters of St. Paul of Chartres, agreed to talk to
a reporter here in western Timor, because ‘‘I
have lived my life. I am not afraid to die.’’

Other refugees still feel the militias’ reach
in the supposed safety of western Timor, and
have been warned not to talk to reporters.
Barudero’s colleague who watched the mas-
sacre, and who belongs to the Canossian
order, has fled to Darwin, Australia, but still
is afraid to be identified, she said.

Barudero said the militia that carried out
the massacre had been active in the area and
was well known to residents. Of the three
priests who died, young Father Dewanto was
an Indonesian citizen from Java who arrived
in Suai just three weeks before the massacre
and had been ordained only a month before
that. Father Hilario, who had been in the
town for some time, was well known as a
supporter of independence for East Timor,
according to Fides.

Fides also said about 100 people were killed
in the Suai massacre. It quoted witnesses as
saying 15 priests were killed in the cities of
Dili and Baukau, and some nuns were killed
in Baukau.

Here in the western part of the island of
Timor, refugees who fled the violence in East
Timor still have cause for fear. The militia-
men who brought destruction to East Timor,
have taken control of the 84,000 refugees now

in camps in western Timor, and move freely
around the city. Some are armed; some seem
intent on intimidating foreigners and refu-
gees. Foreigners have not been allowed in
the camps.

At a western Timor refugee camp in
Atambua, on the border with East Timor, a
man identified as a supporter of independ-
ence was killed Wednesday, apparently by
militiamen.

An official of Catholic Relief Services, who
had just returned from Atambua, provided
some confirmation of reports that pro-inde-
pendence refugees were forcibly removed
from East Timor.

‘‘If you ask the refugees once, they say
they left because it was unsafe, and they had
to leave their houses. But if you ask again,
they will tell you that the soldiers terrorized
them and made them come,’’ said William
Openg, an Indonesian relief worker for
Catholic Relief Services.

Although many in the refugee camps are
said to be opponents of independence—like
the militiamen—those who support the out-
come of the Aug. 30 referendum favoring
independence may not acknowledge it.

‘‘They are afraid to show their faces. It
could cost them their lives,’’ said Agapitus
Prasetya, an Indonesia UNICEF worker who
has been in the refugee camps. ‘‘The militias
are everywhere. They are all over.’’

Anti-foreigner passions have been whipped
up by the militias, and even Indonesian staff
members distributing food to the refugees
strip the UNICEF signs off their cars, he
said.

‘‘The militias are killing people, and the
people are threatened here in west Timor,’’
complained a Catholic clergyman who fled
Dili only to find militiamen in control of ref-
ugee camps in western Timor. ‘‘Where is the
law and order in Indonesia? The militias, the
military and the police are above the law.’’

He and several other clergy members de-
scribed their flight from East Timor on con-
dition that their names not be used. They
said they fear consequences from the Indo-
nesian military and Timorese militias.

One nun who lived in Dili said the gunfire
began about three hours after the ballot re-
sult approving independence was announced
last Saturday.

‘‘It was really frightening. We couldn’t go
out of the house,’’ she said. ‘‘We could see a
lot of fires. It looked like they would use die-
sel gas, because the fires would be big black
balls, and then you could see white smoke
from houses. That was everywhere.’’

On Monday, she and other nuns decided it
was too dangerous, and left in an old pickup
truck in a convoy escorted by police. As they
passed through Dili, she saw a surrealistic
scene of fires and lawlessness, she said.

‘‘It was remarkable. There was shooting
going on, and people were running for their
lives. But others were looting the stores,
very calmly, as though they were so re-
laxed.’’ She said she saw some looters load-
ing goods into military trucks.

In one section, ‘‘all the stores were razed,’’
she said. ‘‘I saw a lot of military, and of
course, the militias. Some people were ran-
sacking, and some people were looting. The
whole place was in ruins, except for the gov-
ernment buildings.’’

‘‘And there were a lot of people moving
out, because their houses were burning.’’

Another clergyman said the gunfire inten-
sified after the referendum results. ‘‘God, it
was frightening,’’ he said. ‘‘There were mo-
torcycles running all over, bringing military
and militias. You could hear the big guns of
the military.’’

On Tuesday, water, electricity and tele-
phone lines were cut in his section of Dili,
and he decided to leave, the clergyman said.
He passed many burned houses, he said. ‘‘It
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seemed the pro-independence houses were
targed. But the referendum was approved 4
to 1, so they didn’t have to go very far.’’

‘‘I never saw any instance of refugees being
forced by gun-point,’’ said a priest. ‘‘Our peo-
ple did not want to leave. But they were told
if they stayed, the houses would be burned
and they might be killed. They were forced
out by fear.’’

The militias were particularly strong in
the western areas of East Timor, where
Barudero and four other nursing nuns ran a
hospital in Suai, and where Roman Catholic
priests ran the church where the massacre
occurred.

Barudero said she was not intending to
leave, even after the men fled, even after
more victims of the rising violence came to
the hospital, even after she and the other
nuns had to dig a grave for a victim on the
grounds of the hospital. The victim’s family
members were too afraid to claim him or
were victims themselves, she said.

But after the massacre, ‘‘there was no one
left to help. They had all left or been killed.
And I knew, if we stayed, we could be
killed,’’ she said. ‘‘I am old, I’m ready to die.
But the young sisters would not go unless I
went. They have many years left to help peo-
ple. Finally, I said, ‘pack what you can. We
will leave.’ ’’

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 12, 1999]
JAKARTA’S ARMY TIED TO DEATHS—REPORT

SAYS SYMPATHETIC TROOPS JOINED MILITIA
RAMPAGE

(By Doug Struck)
KUPANG, Indonesia, Sept. 11—A human

rights organization said today it has docu-
mented atrocities in East Timor that impli-
cate the Indonesian military and militias in
at least seven instances of mass killings and
dozens of individual slayings.

‘‘Killing, plundering, burning, terror in-
timidation and kidnapping [have] been car-
ried out by the Indonesian armed forces
along with the pro-Jakarta militia’’ in the
days since East Timor voted overwhelmingly
for independence on Aug. 30, concludes the
report by the Foundation for Law, Human
Rights and Justice, based in Dili, the East
Timor capital.

The organization interviewed many refu-
gees secretly because of fears of retribution
from militiamen in the refugee camps. Most
of the atrocities cited by the group have not
been verified, because after the shooting
erupted in Dili, journalists were confined to
the U.N. compound and then evaluated.

According to the report, witnesses identi-
fied Indonesian military members, in addi-
tion to the militaries, as having participated
in the atrocities. Indonesia has denied that
any mass killings occurred and has sent
more troops to East Timor to impose martial
law and end the turmoil.

[U.N. human rights commissioner Mary
Robinson said Sunday that she wanted an
international war crimes tribunal set up to
investigate human rights violations in East
Timor. She said she would also probe the ex-
tent of military and police involvement in
such violations.]

The Indonesian human rights group’s re-
port includes some incidents that have been
verified by the media and other sources and
others not previously known. Among them:

Several hours before results of the inde-
pendence referendum were announced on
Sept. 4, 45 people were killed in Maliana, in
western East Timor. They included 21 drivers
and local employees of the U.N. observers’
operation.

Ten people in Bidau Macaur Atas, a neigh-
borhood in Dili, were hacked to death Sept.
4 by militiamen and Indonesian soldiers, ac-
cording to the human rights report. Some

were buried by relatives, but ‘‘others were
put into bags and thrown away on the side of
the road. Others were thrown into the
ocean.’’

On the same day, militia members killed 50
people in Bedois, in eastern Dili. The next
day, the report said, eight people who went
to the Dili harbor to try to leave by ferry
were identified as pro-independence and shot
dead by Aitarak militia members.

The group said it also has documented the
attack on the Dili Roman Catholic diocese
that killed at least 25 people, including a
baby; the killing on Sept. 5 of 15 local em-
ployees of the International Committee of
the Red Cross in Dili; and an attack by the
army and militia on a Catholic church com-
pound in the Dili neighborhood of Balide,
where unknown numbers were slain.

The human rights group, which is working
in western and East Timor, provided reliable
reports in Dili before chaos engulfed the city
last week. Its offices there were ransacked,
and many of its files were destroyed.

Much of the violence has been carried out
by pro-Indonesian militias, but there also
have been frequent reports of shooting and
looting by the military. The Indonesian
armed forces chief Gen. Wiranto, acknowl-
edged today that the militias and military
are ‘‘comrades in arms.’’ He said his forces
have not succeeded in ending the violence
because, for his soldiers, ‘‘I can understand it
is very hard to shoot their own people.’’

An official of the foundation asked not to
be identified for fear the group’s work would
be stopped by the military or the militias,
who control the refugee camps in western
Timor through fear and intimidation. For
the same reason, the official said, the wit-
nesses were not identified in the report.

In Australia, aid worker Isa Bradridge told
Channel 7 that his wife, Ina, had seen piles of
dead bodies stacked in a room at a police
station in Dili before the couple was evacu-
ated. ‘‘It was chockablock full of dead bod-
ies, right up to the roof.’’ he was quoted as
saying. ‘‘All she could see through the bars
were arms hanging out, heads, old and new,
blood dribbling out under the door.’’ The re-
port could not be verified.

Some human rights groups alleged that
some East Timorese were forced by the mili-
tias to become refugees. Accounts slowly
emerging from the refugee camps in western
Timor appeared to confirm that claim.

‘‘We were asked by the local government
and the Aitarak [militia] to leave East
Timor,’’ said a 29-year-old Dili resident of
the Noelbaki Refugee Camp near Kupang. ‘‘I
didn’t want to go. . . . I would like to go
back to Dili.’’

Reporters have been barred from the camps
in western Timor, though several Indonesian
journalists accompanied Social Affairs Min-
ister Yustika S. Baharsjah on a quick tour of
three camps today.

[From the Sidney Morning Herald, Sept 9,
1999]

CATHOLIC CLERGY EXECUTED BY INDONESIAN
MILITARY

(By Louise Williams)
Catholic Church leaders were hiding in re-

mote East Timor mountains last night after
military backed pro-Jakarta militia gangs
went on a rampage of bloody retribution,
murdering at least 14 priest and nuns and
stabbing the Bishop of Baucau.

Six nuns were reported killed in Baucau,
four nuns in Dili and three priests in Suai,
said a spokeswoman for Caritas Australia,
the Catholic overseas aid agency. The Bishop
of Baucau, the Most Rev Basilio do
Nascimento, was stabbed before escaping
into the mountains.

Father Francisco Barreto, the local direc-
tor of Caritas, was believed to have been
murdered just outside the capital, Dili.

He had warned the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Downer, during a visit to Australia in April
that terrible violence would be orchestrated
by the Indonesian military.

One account of the attack on the six
Canossian sisters in Baucau, 115 kilometers
east of Dili, said the militia thugs had forced
them into a forest where they were mur-
dered.

Reports of the atrocities emerged as Indo-
nesia announced last night that a five-mem-
ber United Nations Security Council team
would travel to East Timor tomorrow, but
Jakarta remained strongly opposed to any
UN peacekeeping force.

In the worst slaughter to date, the UN con-
firmed that at least 100 people, including
three priests, had died in an attack earlier
this week on refugees sheltering in the
church at Suai, on the remote east coast.

The dead priests were Father Hilario Ma-
deira, who had long been an outspoken critic
of military and militia abuses, Father Fran-
cisco Soares and Father Tarcisius Dewanto.

The savage attacks are the first deliberate
violations of the sanctity of the church
under Indonesian rule and have robbed the
East Timorese of their last refuge.

The militias appear to be using a death list
of independence sympathizers compiled be-
fore the ballot to systematically hunt down
their targets.

Many of the priests and nuns are shel-
tering on Mate Bean, the mountain of death,
where tens of thousands were killed by
bombing in the first years of the Indonesian
occupation.

It is not known whether they have any
supplies or access to medical treatment.

A communications blackout in Dili has
made it impossible to confirm the number of
dead or injured in the attacks and Catholic
networks in Australia and Indonesia are
working with the Vatican to try to establish
the facts.

Some reports have been received by over-
seas diocese offices through e-main from out-
lying Catholic schools and churches in East
Timor, describing attacks on churches and
buildings were nuns and priests were shel-
tering with thousands of refugees.

A Caritas Australia spokeswoman, Ms.
Jane Woolford, said: ‘‘We don’t even know
where many of our local staff are. We hold
grave fears for their safety as many of them
have been on death militia lists before and
have been attacked trying to deliver aid.’’

Many church leaders were identified as
independence supporters and the Catholic
Church became an important symbol of op-
position to the Muslim-dominated Indo-
nesian Government.

The leader of the Catholic Church in East
Timor, Bishop Carlos Belo, was evacuated to
Darwin earlier this week after his offices and
home were burnt to the ground, with scores
killed.

Father Jose San Juan, also recently evacu-
ated to Darwin, said: ‘‘I fear many, many
priests and sisters will be killed if they stay.
In the past the church was a safe place, even
from the Indonesian military, but if they can
attack the bishop then that’s it.’’

The militia units were stacked with Indo-
nesian operatives, and Father San Juan, a
Filipino from the Salesian order.

‘‘I saw the militias attacking churches be-
fore I got out and many of them were speak-
ing in Indonesian, not the local language, so
I do not believe they are all East Timorese,’’
he said.

‘‘They were yelling at people to get out or
be killed, and if they refused they just shot
or stabbed them. The Indonesian police and
military were just standing there.’’

The chairman of Caritas Australia, Bishop
Hilton Deakin, said: ‘‘These murderous at-
tacks on the church are part of a much wider
unjust genocide.
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‘‘When Catholic Church members, who

have offered relief and refuge to East Timor-
ese, are struck down, we realize there is no
respect for any life in East Timor.’’

Ms. Ana Noronha, director of the East
Timor Human Rights Commission, said in-
formation on the deaths had been sent to the
United Nations. ‘‘It is now obvious that the
violence is reaching everyone and that there
is a pattern of the Catholic Church being at-
tacked.’’

[From the Carter Center East Timor Weekly
Report No. 9, Sept. 13, 1999]

INDONESIAN ARMED FORCES CONTINUE CAM-
PAIGN OF MURDER, VIOLENCE, AND MASSIVE
FORCED DEPORTATION IN EAST TIMOR AS MI-
LITIAS TERRORIZE TIMORESE REFUGEES IN
WEST TIMOR

The Carter Center is encouraged by the de-
cision of the Indonesian government to allow
the deployment of an international peace-
keeping force in East Timor. However, the
Indonesian military and police, with the as-
sistance of their militia surrogates, continue
to murder and terrorize the people of East
Timor, destroying buildings and infrastruc-
ture and forcibly expelling tens of thousands
of unarmed civilians from the territory. The
city of Dili, the capital of East Timor, has
been almost completely destroyed over the
past week, and reports from other parts of
the territory indicate widespread destruc-
tion, looting, and murder. It is clear that the
Indonesian armed forces are executing a de-
liberate, planned campaign under the direc-
tion of senior military commanders to de-
stroy and forcibly depopulate East Timor.

In West Timor armed pro-integration mili-
tias are now operating with official support,
openly terrorizing the more than 100,000 East
Timorese refugees who have been forced over
the border. Those displaced by the violence,
both in East Timor and West Timor, now
face the threat of malnutrition and disease
as domestic and international humanitarian
efforts are hampered by militia and military
activity and Indonesian government efforts
to block access to refugee camps.

Carter Center staff and observers, forced at
gunpoint to evacuate Dili Sept. 5 and now re-
porting from several locations throughout
Indonesia, have confirmed the following
through eyewitness accounts from reliable
sources:

Refugees fleeing East Timor have been sub-
ject to extreme intimidation and acts of vio-
lence. The Carter Center has confirmed that
pro-integration militia members murdered
approximately 35 young men traveling on
the Dobon Solo ferry from Dili to Kupang on
Tuesday, Sept. 7, and dumped their bodies
overboard.

In the attack at Bishop Belo’s compound
last week, militiamen hacked to death with
machetes some 40 refugees in the courtyard
while TNI soldiers fired into the bishop’s res-
idence from the street. A military ambu-
lance later came and removed all but two of
the bodies.

In an Indonesian television interview, Rui
Lopez, a militia leader, admitted that Indo-
nesian civilian police and military officials
in Suai, East Timor, held a meeting before
announcement of balloting results and were
given instructions to attack UNAMET of-
fices, burn the town of Suai, and drive the
population into West Timor.

There are now more than 100,000 refugees
from East Timor in West Timor and on the
islands of Flores and Alor, and estimates of
the total number of people displaced from
the territory range from 120,000 to 200,000
(nearly one-fourth of the entire population).
Refugees have been transported by Indo-
nesian military ships and aircraft to a num-
ber of locations within Indonesia, including

Irian Jaya, Ambon, Sulawesi, Surabaya, and
Bali, some of which are thousands of kilo-
meters from East Timor.

Pro-integration militias are now active
throughout West Timor, particularly in the
towns of Atambua and Kupang. Eyewitnesses
report that militia members have entered
refugee camps with lists of names of sup-
porters of independence, and that a number
of individuals have been removed from
camps or executed in the camps of militia-
men. Militia members armed with automatic
weapons also have been seen stopping and
searching vehicles in central Kupang and
driving looted UNAMET vehicles in and out
of the provincial police headquarters.

The Indonesian military and police have
prevented international aid workers, jour-
nalists, and observers from visiting refugee
camps in West Timor and from interviewing
Timorese refugees.

Eyewitnesses report that the Indonesian
military and police have joined in the
looting and destruction of Dili. Indonesian
soldiers and police officers have frequently
sold looted food and other basic necessities
to refugees under their control at exorbitant
prices.

It is now apparent that militia violence
has been targeted at political, social, and re-
ligious leaders, and a number of priests and
nuns have been murdered during militia and
military attacks on churches sheltering
those seeking refugee from the violence.
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PRESIDENT GRANTS CLEMENCY
TO THE FALN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, last
Friday culminated a very rough week,
indeed a rough few weeks and a rough
24 years for some families across Amer-
ica, because some individuals associ-
ated with the FALN, the most noto-
rious terrorist group to set foot on
American soil, had engaged in a reign
of terror across America in the 1970’s
and 1980’s and claimed responsibility
for 130 bombings that killed innocent
people, that maimed innocent people,
that in part had no remorse or offered
no apologies for the damage that they
created or for the victims that they
made. They were set free on Friday,
back into society because our White
House offered these terrorists clem-
ency, in other words, a get-out-of-jail-
free card.

So to those families who have had to
endure, for example, like Ms. Diana
Berger of Cherry Hill, New Jersey,
whose husband was dining in Fraunces
Tavern in 1975 like any other American
would have been in any other bar or
restaurant, Ms. Berger was 6 months
pregnant with their first child when
her husband was killed. Or Joseph Con-
nor and Thomas Connor. Joseph was 9
years old; his brother was 11. Joseph
was celebrating his ninth birthday. His
father was in that same restaurant,
again out for a business lunch. He
never came home to celebrate Joseph’s
ninth birthday because he was killed
by a FALN bomb. Or on December 31,
1982, when this same group of terrorists
claimed responsibility proudly for sev-
eral bombs in downtown New York. Of-

ficer Rocco Pascarella of upstate New
York lost a leg in that explosion. Offi-
cer Richard Pastorella in an attempt
to respond to officer Rocco Pascarella,
got another call for a bomb threat. He
responded to that bomb threat. He
tried to diffuse the bomb. He is blinded
for life. He has lost all his fingers on
one hand. He has 22 screws in his head,
has undergone 13 major surgeries. He
will never be the same. His partner
that night was Officer Anthony Semft
from Long Island, New York, who was
blinded in one eye and who is partially
deaf.

Those are just a few of the victims of
this terrorist organization known as
the FALN. They were serving rightly a
long time in prison until the President
offered them clemency, clemency that
they initially rejected and finally ac-
cepted. I think this is absolutely the
worst thing that we can be doing to
send a signal to anybody contem-
plating terrorism on American soil to
set these terrorists free. If anybody sit-
ting at home or anybody in this cham-
ber could imagine if in 10 or 15 years a
man by the name of Terry Nichols who
is affiliated or associated with the
Oklahoma City bombing, who many
argue was not actually at the bomb
scene, but clearly involved in the con-
spiracy to kill innocent people, so
many families left without children,
left without fathers, left without moth-
ers, left without grandmothers, if 10 or
15 years the then President steps for-
ward and offers clemency, can you
imagine the outrage across America?
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That is the outrage that we are expe-
riencing right here today. That is why
so many people cannot fathom how the
President reached this decision. That is
why a wide range of law enforcement
agencies, including the FBI, the Bu-
reau of Prisons, the U.S. attorney’s of-
fices in Illinois and Chicago, all rec-
ommended against granting clemency.
Why? Because this is a wrong signal to
be sending to terrorists but, above all,
these people killed were part of a kill-
ing operation, and to this very day,
while they are celebrating their release
and while there are some who are call-
ing them heroes, to this very day show
no remorse, offer no apologies, offer no
contrition for what they did.

Indeed, what they suggest is that the
Connor or the Berger family or the
Pastarella family or the Pascarella
family or the Semft family, they were
casualties of war. I hope and pray that
these people never get the opportunity
to bomb and kill an innocent person
ever again.

My prayers and thoughts go out to
all of the victims associated with the
terror associated with the FALN and
may we rue the day if they ever act as
they did for 10, 15 and 20 years.
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