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A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

THOMAS COLE NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE ACT

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 658) to establish the Thomas
Cole National Historic Site in the
State of New York as an affiliated area
of the National Park System, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 658

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Thomas Cole National Historic Site Act’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
Sec. 3. Findings and purposes.
Sec. 4. Establishment of Thomas Cole National

Historic Site.
Sec. 5. Retention of ownership and manage-

ment of historic site by Greene
County Historical Society.

Sec. 6. Administration of historic site.
Sec. 7. Authorization of appropriations.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act:
(1) The term ‘‘historic site’’ means the Thomas

Cole National Historic Site established by sec-
tion 4 of this Act.

(2) The term ‘‘Hudson River artists’’ means
artists who were associated with the Hudson
River school of landscape painting.

(3) The term ‘‘plan’’ means the general man-
agement plan developed pursuant to section
6(d).

(4) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary
of the Interior.

(5) The term ‘‘Society’’ means the Greene
County Historical Society of Greene County,
New York, which owns the Thomas Cole home,
studio, and other property comprising the his-
toric site.
SEC. 3. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:
(1) The Hudson River school of landscape

painting was inspired by Thomas Cole and was
characterized by a group of 19th century land-
scape artists who recorded and celebrated the
landscape and wilderness of America, particu-
larly in the Hudson River Valley region in the
State of New York.

(2) Thomas Cole is recognized as America’s
most prominent landscape and allegorical paint-
er of the mid-19th century.

(3) Located in Greene County, New York, the
Thomas Cole House, also known as Thomas
Cole’s Cedar Grove, is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and has been des-
ignated as a National Historic Landmark.

(4) Within a 15 mile radius of the Thomas Cole
House, an area that forms a key part of the rich
cultural and natural heritage of the Hudson
River Valley region, significant landscapes and
scenes painted by Thomas Cole and other Hud-
son River artists, such as Frederic Church, sur-
vive intact.

(5) The State of New York has established the
Hudson River Valley Greenway to promote the
preservation, public use, and enjoyment of the
natural and cultural resources of the Hudson
River Valley region.

(6) Establishment of the Thomas Cole National
Historic Site will provide opportunities for the
illustration and interpretation of cultural
themes of the heritage of the United States and

unique opportunities for education, public use,
and enjoyment.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act are—
(1) to preserve and interpret the home and

studio of Thomas Cole for the benefit, inspira-
tion, and education of the people of the United
States;

(2) to help maintain the integrity of the set-
ting in the Hudson River Valley region that in-
spired artistic expression;

(3) to coordinate the interpretive, preserva-
tion, and recreational efforts of Federal, State,
and other entities in the Hudson Valley region
in order to enhance opportunities for education,
public use, and enjoyment; and

(4) to broaden understanding of the Hudson
River Valley region and its role in American his-
tory and culture.
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THOMAS COLE NA-

TIONAL HISTORIC SITE.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established, as

an affiliated area of the National Park System,
the Thomas Cole National Historic Site in the
State of New York.

(b) DESCRIPTION.—The historic site shall con-
sist of the home and studio of Thomas Cole,
comprising approximately 3.4 acres, located at
218 Spring Street, in the village of Catskill, New
York, as generally depicted on the boundary
map numbered TCH/80002, and dated March
1992.
SEC. 5. RETENTION OF OWNERSHIP AND MAN-

AGEMENT OF HISTORIC SITE BY
GREENE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCI-
ETY.

The Greene County Historical Society of
Greene County, New York, shall continue to
own, administer, manage, and operate the his-
toric site.
SEC. 6. ADMINISTRATION OF HISTORIC SITE.

(a) APPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
LAWS.—The historic site shall be administered in
a manner consistent with this Act and all laws
generally applicable to units of the National
Park System, including the Act of August 25,
1916 (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.; commonly known as the
National Park Service Organic Act), and the Act
of August 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.; com-
monly known as the Historic Sites, Buildings,
and Antiquities Act).

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—
(1) ASSISTANCE TO SOCIETY.—The Secretary

may enter into cooperative agreements with the
Society to preserve the Thomas Cole House and
other structures in the historic site and to assist
with education programs and research and in-
terpretation of the Thomas Cole House and as-
sociated landscapes.

(2) OTHER ASSISTANCE.—To further the pur-
poses of this Act, the Secretary may enter into
cooperative agreements with the State of New
York, the Society, the Thomas Cole Foundation,
and other public and private entities to facili-
tate public understanding and enjoyment of the
lives and works of the Hudson River artists
through the provision of assistance to develop,
present, and fund art exhibits, resident artist
programs, and other appropriate activities re-
lated to the preservation, interpretation, and
use of the historic site.

(c) ARTIFACTS AND PROPERTY.—The Secretary
may acquire personal property associated with,
and appropriate for, the interpretation of the
historic site.

(d) GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Within two
complete fiscal years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall develop a
general management plan for the historic site
with the cooperation of the Society. Upon the
completion of the plan, the Secretary shall pro-
vide a copy of the plan to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate and
the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives. The plan shall include rec-
ommendations for regional wayside exhibits, to
be carried out through cooperative agreements
with the State of New York and other public

and private entities. The plan shall be prepared
in accordance with section 12(b) of Public Law
91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a–1 et seq.; commonly known
as the National Park System General Authori-
ties Act).
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD) and the
gentleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD).

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. SHERWOOD asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
658 would establish the Thomas Cole
Historic Site in the State of New York
as an affiliated area of the National
Park System. This bill is the result of
the dedication of the gentleman from
New York (Mr. SWEENEY) and retired
Congressman Jerry Solomon, also from
New York, who worked hard to protect
this historic site. The Thomas Cole
House is currently listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and
has been designated as a national his-
toric landmark. H.R. 658 also author-
izes the Secretary to enter into cooper-
ative agreements with both public and
private entities relating to the preser-
vation, the interpretation and use of
this historic site.

One of the private entities, the
Greene County Historical Society,
shall continue to own, manage and op-
erate this historic site.

This bill also directs the historical
society with assistance from the Sec-
retary to develop a management plan
for the site within 2 fiscal years of en-
actment. This bill is supported by the
administration, and I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 658.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R.658 establishes the
Thomas Cole National Historic Site in
the State of New York as an affiliated
area of the National Park System.

Mr. Thomas Cole, who lived from 1801
to 1848, was the founder of an American
artistic movement known as the Hud-
son River School. Mr. Cole painted
landscapes of the American wilderness.
Students and followers included such
artists as Frederick Church, Alfred
Dierstadt, and Thomas Moran. This
school of painting, with its focus on
natural landscapes, is closely associ-
ated with the beginning of the con-
servation movement.

The Thomas Cole property, known as
Cedar Grove, is located in Catskill,
New York. Originally encompassing 88
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acres, the home and grounds now oc-
cupy 3.4 acres. The property has been
designated a national historic land-
mark. In 1991, the National Park Serv-
ice completed a suitability and a feasi-
bility study of the Thomas Cole prop-
erty.
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Legislation dealing with the Thomas
Cole property has been around since
the early 1900s. Hearings were held on a
nearly identical bill, H.R. 1301, in the
105th Congress. That legislation was fa-
vorably reported by the Committee on
Resources, passed the House last Sep-
tember, but unfortunately, action was
not completed on the measure prior to
adjournment.

Mr. Speaker, the Committee on Re-
sources adopted a minor amendment to
H.R. 658 that made a clarifying change
requested by the National Park Serv-
ice. We believe this is a good change in
the bill, and support the bill. I do urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

Again, I thank my good friend, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHERWOOD) for his management of this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. SWEENEY).

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by thanking my good
friend, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHERWOOD), for bringing up
this legislation, and also thanking the
gentleman from Alaska (Chairman
YOUNG) of the Committee on Rules, the
subcommittee chairman, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN), the
ranking member, the gentleman from
Puerto Rico (Mr. ROMERO-BARCELÓ),
and my friends on the other side for
their assistance here.

This legislation, as has been said, Mr.
Speaker, would allow the Greene Coun-
ty Historical Society to remain as own-
ers and operators of the Thomas Cole
House while establishing the site as an
affiliated area of the national park sys-
tem.

Essentially what this legislation
does, it allows for the historical soci-
ety to develop interpretive programs
related to the facility. It also requires
an annual general management plan by
the historical society. Both of these
things I think are very important to
the continued health and welfare of the
Thomas Cole House.

I am a strong supporter of preserving
our national historical sites generally,
and specifically here as it relates to
the Thomas Cole House. The cir-
cumstances of the Thomas Cole House
make this an important piece of legis-
lation, given its age. It is a true na-
tional treasure in the heart of one of
the most scenic areas of the Nation,
New York’s Hudson River Valley.

As has been stated, Thomas Cole was
one of the country’s preeminent land-
scape painters in the earlier 19th cen-

tury. His work inspired generations of
artists, including Frederick Church
and Thomas Moran, to chronicle the
growth of the young United States and
help to generate interest in our coun-
try’s natural beauty.

Today the paintings provide insight
and reflect the growth of what is the
uniquely American spirit. In passing
this legislation, we will preserve this
school of art and the very residence
Thomas Cole worked from within in
creating many of his paintings, as well
as the landscapes these artists painted
of the beautiful Hudson River Valley.

Last year the legislation passed the
House. It was not passed by the Senate
point. That was because there was
some language in the bill that the Sen-
ate objected to regarding the purchase
by the Secretary of the Interior of the
paintings and artwork. We have revised
that and made amendments to make
that language more palatable. I am
confident that the Senate will pass it
this year.

In conclusion, I would like to thank
the committee and the National Park
Service for their assistance, as well as
the local organizations in my district
who worked strenuously to see this bill
passed, and who worked as a partner-
ship to ensure the continuation of the
Thomas Cole House. I look forward to
seeing the Thomas Cole site become an
important addition to the National
Park Service.

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of this legislation that will provide the Thomas
Cole National Historic Site with appropriate
federal recognition and assistance. It is appro-
priate because Thomas Cole continues to be
a major figure in our nation’s history, and an
important influence on many Americans who
would not recognize his name.

As founder of the Hudson River School of
American Painting, Thomas Cole stood at the
beginning of a long line of artists who taught
Americans to love and appreciate dramatic
landscapes. It is hard for us now to imagine a
time when places like the Hudson Highlands,
the Grand Canyon, and the mountain peaks of
the east and west were not treasured, but that
was largely the case before Thomas Cole’s
time. They were regarded as obstacles or
places of danger. His paintings showed people
they were beautiful; his allegories invested
them with meaning. If it were not for Thomas
Cole, we might not have our national parks
today; we would almost certainly not have our
long tradition of landscape art.

I hope this legislation will enable more peo-
ple to learn about Thomas Cole and his fol-
lowers and the history of how our people
came to appreciate the beauty of nature and
the landscape. I further hope it will bring more
people to the Hudson Valley that Cole loved
and painted, and educate them about the role
that the Hudson Valley—through its natural
features, its people, and its history—has had
in defining our country’s vision of itself.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOLEY). The question is on the motion

offered by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 658, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ob-

ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

FISHERMAN’S PROTECTIVE ACT
AMENDMENTS OF 1999

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1651) to amend the Fisherman’s
Protective Act of 1967 to extend the pe-
riod during which reimbursement may
be provided to owners of United States
fishing vessels for costs incurred when
such a vessel is seized and detained by
a foreign country, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1651

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
TITLE I—EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR RE-

IMBURSEMENT UNDER FISHERMEN’S
PROTECTIVE ACT OF 1967

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Fisher-

men’s Protective Act Amendments of 1999’’.
SEC. 102. EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR REIM-

BURSEMENT UNDER FISHERMEN’S
PROTECTIVE ACT OF 1967.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7(e) of the Fisher-
men’s Protective Act of 1967 (22 U.S.C.
1977(e)) is amended by striking ‘‘2000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2003’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 7(a)(3)
of the Fishermen’s Protective Act of 1967 (22
U.S.C. 1977(a)(3)) is amended by striking
‘‘Secretary of the Interior’’ and inserting
‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’.

TITLE II—YUKON RIVER SALMON
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Yukon
River Salmon Act of 1999’’.
SEC. 202. YUKON RIVER SALMON PANEL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—There shall be a Yukon

River Salmon Panel (in this title referred to
as the ‘‘Panel’’).

(2) FUNCTIONS.—The Panel shall—
(A) advise the Secretary of State regarding

the negotiation of any international agree-
ment with Canada relating to management
of salmon stocks originating from the Yukon
River in Canada;

(B) advise the Secretary of the Interior re-
garding restoration and enhancement of such
salmon stocks; and

(C) perform other functions relating to
conservation and management of such salm-
on stocks as authorized by this or any other
title.

(3) DESIGNATION AS UNITED STATES REP-
RESENTATIVES ON BILATERAL BODY.—The Sec-
retary of State may designate the members
of the Panel to be the United States rep-
resentatives on any successor to the panel
established by the interim agreement for the
conservation of salmon stocks originating
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