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Pryce (OH) ga”d"“ Jowns K Barcia g“";a” Jee The result of the vote was announced
ange ununu oung arr ooae Xley
Barrett (NE) Goodlatte Packard as above recorded. .
0O 1952 Bartlett Goodling Paul Mr. WALSH. Mr. Chairman, I move
Barton Gordon Petri that the Committee do now rise.

Mr. BERMAN and Mr. DICKS Bass Goss Pickering The motion was agreed to.

chanaged their vote from *‘ave’ to ““no.’’ Bateman Graham Pickett A di | th C itt .

g 4 : Bentsen Granger Pitts ccoraingly, € ommittee rose,

So the amendment was rejected. Berkley Green (TX) Pombo and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.

The result of the vote was announced Berman Green (WI) Portman TERRY) having assumed the chair, Mr.
Biggert Greenwood Price (NC) -

as above recorded. Bilbray Gutknecht Redanoviah PEASE, Chairman pro tempore of the

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GUTIERREZ Bilirakis Hall (TX) Rahall Committee of the Whole House on the

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr. Bliley :ggts;enrgs - Eiels;is gtate pgtththn_lon,hl’edportsd that 'tdhat
PEASE). The pending business is the de- .ot Hastings (WA) Rivers ommittee, having had under consider-
mand for a recorded vote on the Boechner Hayes Roemer ation the bill (H.R. 2684) making appro-
amendment offered by the gentleman Bonilla Hayworth Rogan priations for the Departments of Vet-
from Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) on which Bono Hefley Rogers erans Affairs and Housing and Urban

N Boswell Herger Rohrabacher A
further proceedings were postponed and  goycher Hill (IN) Roukema Development, and for sundry inde-
on which the ayes prevailed by voice Boyd Hill (MT) Royce pendent agencies, boards, commissions,
vote. Brady (TX) Hilleary Ryan (WI) corporations, and offices for the fiscal

The Clerk will designate the amend- g:;‘;"r:'t(OH) E:::;;ga g;'mo(:s) year ending September 30, 2000, and for
ment. Burton Hobson Sanford other purposes, had come to no resolu-

The Clerk designated the amend- Callahan Holden Sawyer tion thereon.
ment Calvert Horn Saxton

. Campbell Hostettler Scarborough
RECORDED VOTE Canady Houghton Schaffer
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. A re- Cannon Hoyer Scott REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
Capps Hulshof Sensenbrenner AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1621
corded vote has been demanded. Capuano Hunter Sessions

A recorded vote was ordered. Cardin Hutchinson Shadegg Mr._ TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | ask

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. This Chambliss Hyde Shaw unanimous consent to remove my
will be a 5-minute vote. g:‘;;"wem :gs:fon gﬂz:wggd name as cosponsor from H.R. 1621.

‘The vote was taken by electronic de- cjayton Istook Shimkus The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
vice, and there were—ayes 152, noes 269, Clement Jackson-Lee Shuster objection to the request of the gen-
not voting 12, as follows: gogle 5 (sz_<) g!njpion tleman from Colorado?

oburn enkins ISIsky H H
[Roll No. 396] Collins John okeen There was no objection.

AYES—152 Combest Johnson (CT) Skelton
Ackerman Holt Olver Condit Johnson, E. B. Slaughter
Allen Hooley Owens goot jOhnSm’Sam gm!m g\;;)) THE VIOLENCE IN EAST TIMOR

. 0oKsey ones mi
Bl Koo P Jones (O)  Snycer MUST STOP NOW
Barrett (W1) Kelly Pastor g::nmeer ﬁ;gltéjhr gglejgs; _(MI’. MCGOVERN asked and was
Becerra Kennedy Payne Cubin King (NY) Spratt given permission to address the House
g?rs“er E!:dei - ﬁefse_ Cummings Kingston Stabenow for 1 minute and to revise and extend
1shop tipatric elosi Cunningham Knollenberg Stearns his remarks.)
g:aQOJeV'Ch E:nd S(WI) Eewrson ('\PAAN) Davis (FL) Kolbe Stenholm Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr Speaker 1 was
umenauer eczka eterson (PA) Davis (VA) Kucinich Stump R . . ) ) ’
Bonior Klink Phelps Deal Kuykendall Sweeney in East Timor at the end of August. |
SS;Z';'(P " -aFalce pomeroy DeLay Lampson Talent met with the government and military
Brown (FL) Larson Quinn gethth tangenttt P“Cfedf’ officials, with U.N. monitors, religious
eutscl alourette anner H
Burr Latham Ramstad Diaz-Balart Lewis (CA) Tauscher and community leaders. | traveled to
g:rrzgn I[Eélc% Eggﬂloaids Dickey Lewis (KY) Tauzin the countryside. When |1 left East
Castle Lee Rodriauer Dicks Linder Taylor (Ms) Timor, | called for the immediate for-
Chabot Levin Ros.Lehtinen Dingell Lofgren Taylor (NC) mation of a U.N. peacekeeping force
Clvb Lewis (GA Roth Doggett Lucas (OK) Terry f iol \
Cy urn L{evyls |(< ) Rotbrr}aR“ s Dooley Manzullo Thomas pec_ause everyone feared violent retal-
Cg:éel‘lrz ng?c?ntio RﬁZha -Allan Doolittle Matsui Thompson (MS)  iation after the vote.
Coyne Lowey Sabo gre'er mcgalrlthy (NY) mombe"y Now their worst fears have been real-
uncan cCollum urman - - -
Crowley Lucas (KY) Sanchez punn McCrery Tiahrt |z_ed. I had dinner _in the home of
Danner Luther Sanders Edwards McGovern Toome Bishop Belo. Now his home has been
Davis (IL) Maloney (CT) Schakowsky . Y
DeFazio Maloney (NY) Serrano Ehlers Mclnnis Turner burned to the ground. | have talked to
DeGette Markey Shays Ez;elfzﬁ” Mlntyre ydall (0) people in Dili and Jakarta. Their eye-
Delahunt Martinez Shows Etheridge Meek (FL) Walden witness reports make your blood run
DeLauro Mascara Smith (MI) Everett Metcalf Walsh cold.
Dixon McCarthy (MO) Smith (NJ) Ewing Mica wamp This i t h This i t civil
Doyle McDermott Stark S Miller (FL) e is is not anarchy. This is not civi
Ehrlich McKinney Strickland Fletcher Miller, Gary Watts (OK) war. This is the deliberate, planned
Engel McNulty Stupak Fole: Moakle: Weldon (FL, slaughter of a people.
Eshoo Meehan Thompson (CA) 4 Y (FL) - -
Evans Meeks (NY) Thune Forbelsl Molloha(m ) Welcion (PA) The United States and the inter-
. Fossella Moran (VA Wexler H i
Fattah Menendez Tierney Fowler Murtha Whitfield national community must he!p restore
Filner Millender- Traficant Frelinghuysen Neal Wicker order and security by immediately de-
Ford McDonald Udall (NM) . H R 5 A

: Frost Nethercutt Wise ploying an international peacekeeping
Frank (MA) Miller, George Upton Gallegl Ne Wolf
Franks (NJ) Minge Velazquez ad Y force.

i Gekas Northup Wu The United States should suspend all
Ganske Mink Vento Gibbons Norwood Wynn p

Gejdenson Moore Visclosky Gilchrest Ortiz Young (FL) aid to Indonesia, including multilat-

Gephardt Moran (KS) Waters - - - R
Gillmor Morella Watt (NC) NOT VOTING—12 eral aid, UI"'Itll the violence is ended and
Gonzalez Myrick Waxman 5 MeHuah Sandli the people’s safety is guaranteed.
Gutierrez Nadler Weiner Buyer Melntash ooy Seventy-eight percent of the people
Hall (OH) Napolitano Weller Jefferson Pryce (OH Towns of East Timor voted for independence.
Hinchey Nussle Weygand yee (OH) A R

Hoeffel Oberstar Wilson Lantos Rangel Young (AK) Their courage and commitment to free-
Hoekstra Obey Woolsey dom should not be rewarded with

NOES—269 Ul 1959 death. The time to act is now.

Abercrombie Archer Baird Mr. RODRIGUEZ changed his vote Mr. Speaker, at this time | would
Aderholt Armey Baker from “‘no” to “‘aye.” enter additional material into the

Andrews Bachus Ballenger So the amendment was rejected. RECORD.
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STATEMENT OF U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JIM
MCGOVERN ON THE CURRENT VIOLENCE IN
EAST TIMOR, SEPTEMBER 7, 1999
U.S. Representative Jim McGovern (D-MA)

called upon the Clinton Administration

today to suspend all U.S. assistance to the

Government of Indonesia until such time as

the violence in East Timor has ceased and

the safety and security of the East Timorese
people can be guaranteed. Rep. McGovern
has also pressed the White House to support
the immediate deployment to East Timor of

a multinational peacekeeping force to help

restore law and order. The following is Rep.

McGovern’s statement:

“I recently traveled to East Timor as part
of a congressional delegation that included
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-1A) and Jack Reed (R-
RI) to assess the conditions leading to the
August 30 referendum. Based on our inter-
views with officials in East Timor and Ja-
karta, and what we had witnessed on the
ground in East Timor, | called for a United
Nations Peacekeeping force to be deployed in
East Timor during this difficult transition
period. Throughout East Timor the people
we talked with were deeply concerned about
violent retaliation following the vote. Their
fears have now been confirmed in the most
horrific way.

““Over the past several days, | have been in
discussions with many of the people I met
with in East Timor, some of whom have re-
cently been evacuated off the island. They
describe burning and looting in Dili; attacks
against unarmed civilians, including women
and children; attacks against U.N. workers
and the International Committee of the Red
Cross; the rounding up of people who have
taken refuge with the Catholic Church and
transporting them to unknown destinations.
The fate of these people is unknown, and the
worst is feared. In most instances, eye-
witnesses report the collaboration or direct
assistance of the Indonesian police and mili-
tary in these actions.

“l urge the United States to support Aus-
tralia and other nations calling for the im-
mediate deployment of a multinational
peacekeeping force to restore order to East
Timor and an end to the violence. The Gov-
ernment of Indonesia has clearly been unable
or unwilling to provide security to the East
Timorese people and should agree to the im-
mediate deployment of such an international
force to assist Indonesia in meeting its re-
sponsibilities and international commit-
ments under the May 5 Agreement it signed
with the United Nations and the Government
of Portugal.

“l further urge the Administration to sus-
pend all U.S. bilateral assistance to the Gov-
ernment of Indonesia until such time as the
United Nations certifies that order has been
restored and safety to the East Timorese
people guaranteed. Time and again, the Gov-
ernment of Indonesia has pledged to guar-
antee security of the East Timorese people.
Time and again, the U.S. has stated that
there will be severe consequences should the
Indonesian Government fail to live up to its
commitments. They have failed to do so. It
is time for the U.S. and other countries to
begin demonstrating what those con-
sequences are: a loss of all international eco-
nomic, military and development support. |
ask the U.S. to take the lead in urging other
nations to suspend their assistance to Ja-
karta and for the international financial in-
stitutions to freeze all loan disbursements on
current projects in Indonesia.

““Over 78 percent of people of East Timor
voted for independence. Their courage and
faith in democracy and the international
community should not be rewarded with
death and destruction. Every hour is costing
lives in East Timor. The international com-
munity and the United States must act now.
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OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: AuU-
GUST 19-24, 1999 FACT-FINDING TRIP TO EAST
TIMOR, U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JAMES P.
MCGOVERN

Having just returned from a fact-finding
mission to East Timor (August 19-24) with
Senators Tom Harkin (D-1A) and Jack Reed
(D-RI), | would make the following observa-
tions:

(1) The May 5th Agreement on East
Timor—signed by the Governments of Indo-
nesia and Portugal and the United Nations
Secretary General—puts forth the frame-
work for elections in East Timor that would
decide whether East Timor would remain a
part of Indonesia (technically the vote is on
supporting or rejecting autonomy).

The United Nations Mission on East Timor
(UNAMET) has been established to imple-
ment the agreement and the Indonesian Gov-
ernment is responsible for ensuring the bal-
lot can take place in a peaceful and stable
environment.

(2) UNAMET has done an excellent job in
creating a process that will allow this
plebescite to occur. Despite a smear cam-
paign being launched against them by pro-in-
tegration forces, UNAMET has been objec-
tive and fair—and has established a process
that is credible.

UNAMET has already postponed the vote
twice—from August 8 to August 21 to August
30. It appears unlikely that it will be post-
poned again.

In the face of political intimidation and vi-
olence—mostly by pro-integration forces—
UNAMET nonetheless, registered over 450,000
voters. People defied the intimidation and
registered in higher than expected numbers
(over 100,000 more than what the U.N. consid-
ered an ‘“‘acceptable” level).

(3) From discussions on the ground in East
Timor with a variety of parties, it seems un-
likely that there will occur a truly free and
fair plebiscite. However, UNAMET’s efforts
could very well lead to a vote that truly re-
flects the will of the people in East Timor.

Armed militias continue to operate with
impunity. We visited the town of Maliana on
Saturday—only to learn that the town is reg-
ularly swarming with armed militias. The
U.N. offices were recently attacked. In fact,
a rock that was hurled through a window is
still lodged in a wall in one of the offices. A
number of local people have been Killed,
some are reported missing and many are rou-
tinely threatened with death if the election
should result in a pro-independence vote.

We met with the local police chief who,
while assuring us he will do his best to main-
tain security for the vote, conceded that he
could give no instances where individuals as-
sociated with militias had been arrested—de-
spite the fact that militia activity is strictly
illegal.

It is also clear that the militias are a prod-
uct of the Indonesian military—and not of
any community-based organization. They
exist to do the army’s bidding—plain and
simple. If the military authorities wanted
militia activity to cease, it would.

The police force, which has been tech-
nically charged with maintaining security
and has been given all the appropriate sup-
port UNAMET, has been unwilling or unable
to control militia violence. By all accounts,
police security simply stand by and watch in
the face of militia violence—and refuse to go
against the military. What is particularly
alarming is that this same police force is
charged with maintaining security in the
post-plebiscite period.

A visit by our delegation to Suai on Satur-
day revealed many of the same problems as
in Maliana. Armed militias, political intimi-
dation and threats of violence are all com-
monplace. In Suai, a potentially explosive
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situation has arisen where over 2000 inter-
nally displaced persons (IDP’s) are seeking
temporary sanctuary on the property of a
local church. It is clear that most of the
IDP’s are pro-independence and are waiting
in order to vote on August 30. Local authori-
ties in Suai had shut off the water supply to
the church and have also refused to allow
food products to be brought to displaced peo-
ple by the UNHCR. Our delegation appealed
to local authorities to allow water and food
to be brought to these people—and we were
told that would happen. Water was restored,
according to U.N. reports, later the next day.
(4) On Saturday, Senator Harkin and | met
with Indonesian President B.J. Habibie. We
expressed our gratitude for his public state-
ments in support of a free and fair vote in
East Timor—but reported that our recent
visit demonstrated to us that conditions
there were still very disturbing. We urged
that he take a more aggressive role in de-
manding Indonesian military compliance
with the spirit of the May 5th agreement. We
suggested a number of military officers who
should be replaced based on their inappro-
priate behavior. He asked us to follow-up
with a memo—which Senator Harkin agreed
to do before leaving Jakarta.
RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) The United States and the world com-
munity should continue to strongly—and
without equivocation—support UNAMET.
This is especially important to do now be-
cause prointegration forces are smearing
UNAMET in order to justify ignoring the
voting results if the decision is pro-independ-
ence.

(2) The United States should urge the U.N.
and the Indonesian government to allow a
U.N. peacekeeping force into East Timor im-
mediately. It is clear that the Indonesian po-
lice and military are not creating a secure
environment, which could be particularly
dangerous in the aftermath of a pro-inde-
pendence vote. A number of U.N. and human
rights observers continue to worry about re-
taliation in the aftermath of the election.
Based on what I've observed, the local police
will not or cannot stand up to military-
backed militias.

(3) The United States and the world com-
munity must continue to make clear that In-
donesia’s failure to live up to the May 5th
agreement and provide security to the people
of East Timor before, during and especially
after the vote will result in strong con-
sequences—both economically and dip-
lomatically. The Indonesian Government can
show good faith now by disarming the mili-
tias and arresting anyone with an unauthor-
ized weapon.

The U.S. Congressional
with:

U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia J. Stapleton
Roy and embassy staff.

Xanana Gusmao, opposition leader.

Major General Zacky Anwar—Indonesia
Armed Forces (TNI) in East Timor.

Deputy Governor Sudharto of Dili, East
Timor.

Party Leaders of the National Council of
the Timorese Resistance (CNRT, the coali-
tion of pro-independence forces).

United Nations Assistance Mission in East
Timor team members (UNAMET)—including
lan Martin, Special Representative for the
Secretary General for the East Timor Pop-
ular Consultation.

delegation met

Roman Catholic Bishop of Dili, East
Timor, Carlos Felipe Zimenes Belo.
Mateu Maiz, Mayor of Dili and

spokespeople of the United Front for East
Timor Autonomy (FPDK), the coalition of
pro-integration forces).

Site visits to the western towns of Maliana
and Suai in East Timor.
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Indonesian President B.J. Habibie.

CARTER CENTER REPORT NO. 8 ON EAST TIMOR

CARTER CENTER STAFF EVACUATES EAST TIMOR;
CENTER JOINS CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL
INTERVENTION IF INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT
FAILS TO ACT

The Carter Center has been forced by mili-
tia attacks in East Timor to evacuate its re-
maining three international staff members
from the territory. Their reports from Ja-
karta of the events they witnessed just prior
to leaving the East Timor capital of Dili con-
clusively show complicity of Indonesian
forces, both police and military, with the
armed gangs terrorizing and displacing the
local East Timorese populace. This includes
militias’ efforts to drive international ob-
servers, journalists, and U.N. staff out of
East Timor.

This violent situation is not chaotic, but
rather appears to follow a plan, since Indo-
nesian forces openly tolerate or even support
assaults and killing of unarmed civilians by
the militias. The Indonesian government has
repeatedly pledged to take steps to stop the
violence and has sufficient forces in East
Timor to do so, but no action to stop the
rampaging militias is evident in Dili or else-
where in East Timor. At the very least, in-
subordination of military forces in the terri-
tory to higher command officials is occur-
ring. Immediate changes in command and
public issuance of orders to the military to
use force to stop the militias are required.

If the U.N. ambassadorial delegation deter-
mines that the Indonesian government is not
prepared to reverse this situation imme-
diately, every step should be taken to get
President B.J. Habibie to agree to the intro-
duction of armed international peacekeeping
forces.

Carter Center observers, now stationed in
Jakarta, have confirmed the following inci-
dents through direct observation or reliable
reports from eyewitnesses in East Timor:

Since the vote results were announced on
Saturday, armed pro-integration militia
members have erected roadblocks through-
out Dili and control the streets of the capital
at all hours of the day. Militia members are:
terrorizing and murdering unarmed civilians;
intimidating, threatening, and attacking
international personnel; burning houses; and
displacing large numbers of people. Carter
Center observers have on numerous occa-
sions witnessed militia members perpe-
trating acts of violence in full view of heav-
ily-armed police and military personnel who
either stand by and watch or actively assist
the militias.

On Monday afternoon, Sept. 6, in Dili, re-
ports were received that thousands of inter-
nally displaced persons were being taken
from their places of refuge in Dili by police
and loaded on trucks headed for West Timor.

Over the weekend, militia members at-
tacked and burned the offices of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, the
residence of Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Bishop Carlos Belo, and other places of ref-
uge, forcing thousands of internally dis-
placed people sheltered in those places to
flee.

Carter Center observers contacted officials
at one Catholic mission in Dili that was shel-
tering several thousand internally displaced
persons. They said armed militia had re-
moved all young men from the compound on
Monday evening. Their current whereabouts
and condition is unknown.

Carter Center observers were attacked by
militia at the port of Dili as they attempted
to evacuate the Carter Center’s local East
Timorese staff on Sunday. After being pur-
sued through the city by armed militia and
by Indonesian police, the Center’s inter-
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national observers were evacuated to Ja-
karta with the help of the Australian con-
sulate and the U.S. Embassy. Carter Center
local staff are still scattered in Dili and un-
accounted for.

International press and observers were
forced at gunpoint by Indonesian police to
evacuate their hotels and residences on Sun-
day and Monday and driven to the airport. A
small number of international journalists re-
fused to leave and some are now taking ref-
uge at UNAMET headquarters.

There has been almost constant automatic
weapon fire around and over UNAMET head-
quarters since Saturday evening. On Sunday
night several thousand internally displaced
persons sheltered in a school adjacent to
UNAMET headquarters were forced to flee
into the U.N. compound after automatic
weapons with tracer bullets were fired over
their heads. An estimated 2,000 people have
now taken refuge in the U.N. compound.

UNAMET has been forced to evacuate all
eight of their regional offices and on Monday
evacuated a large number of international
staff from UNAMET headquarters in Dili.
U.N. vehicles carrying evacuees to the air-
port on Monday were fired upon.

COMMEMORATION FOR THE
HOUSTON COMETS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, back to back to back. The
Houston Comets are phenomenal
women, and | am here this morning to
congratulate them for their terrific
victory against the New York Liberty.
But more importantly, Mr. Speaker, |
am here to congratulate outstanding
sports players and women who played
last Sunday at the arena in Houston
before a sold-out crowd, and yes, this
team has had its trials and tribu-
lations, its ups and downs, but they
took the bottom of their spirit, and
they brought it to the top, and their
perseverance and their strength, and
they dedicated their game to Kim
Perrot, the spiritual leader of their
team who flew with the angels and
looked down and said, ‘“‘you’ve got to
win this for Kim.”

And so this crowd has shown us along
with the Houston Comets what it
means to be strong in one’s soul and to
win a game because they really won it
and they deserve it. All the little girls
of Houston and the Nation can now
look up to this phenomenal team and
these phenomenal women.

To Cynthia Cooper and Sheryl
Swoopes, to Tammy Jackson, to
Janeth Arcain, Cynthia Cooper, Sonja
Henning, Tammy Jackson, Monica
Lamb, Mila Nikolich, Jennifer
Rizzotti, Sheryl Swoopes again, Tina
Thompson again, Polina Tzekova,
Amaya Valdermoro, and Kara Wolters
and to the MVP and the dynamic pub-
lic relations leader, Sarah Joseph, and,
of course, to VVan Chancellor, the coach
who is the coach of the WNBA, and the
owner, Les Alexander; they are a cham-
pion, they are phenomenal women, and
we say to our spiritual leader who flies
with the angels, Kim Perrot, “We’ll
never forget you.”’
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Congratualtions to Houston and con-
gratulations to the WNBA.

Back to back to back.

| am pleased to address the House to con-
gratulate the Houston Comets on their third
Women’s National Basketball Association title.
On Sunday, the Comets beat the New York
Liberty 59-47 in front of a sell-out crowd at
the Compaqg Center in Houston.

It was a great day for Houston, a great day
for women'’s basketball and women'’s sports,
and it was a great day for the Comets, a team
that has overcome tragedy to make history.

The Houston Comets have now won three
consecutive championship games. This is the
second time that the team has faced the New
York Liberty and won. And for the third con-
secutive season, Cynthia Cooper has been
named the Most Valuable Player for the
WNBA Finals.

Sunday was indeed a great day for Houston
because it brought the city together. The
game on Sunday was played before a sell-out
crowd of 16,285 fans. It brought the best out
in a team and a city that suffered the loss of
Kim Perrot, the point guard who passed away
one week before the play-offs.

Kim Perrot was crucial to the Comets in
their two previous championship games. Un-
fortunately, she was diagnosed with lung can-
cer earlier this year, and passed away in mid-
August.

Although she was not physically present,
her spirit was indeed there as the team rallied
to victory. The crowds chanted “Three for Kim,
three for Kim,” until the final buzzer, and sev-
eral fans wore her jersey, number 10 in her
memory.

The excitement over the Comets’ win fol-
lows behind the triumphant win by the U.S.
Women’s Soccer Team earlier this summer.
Both of these wins have ushered in a new era
of respect for women'’s sports.

Women's sporting events have proven to be
just as exciting as men’s sports. We have
seen an increase in sports participation by
girls in school and we will soon see more
women’s sports in prime time. Young girls now
have role models in athletics like Cynthia Coo-
per, Sheryl Swoopes and Tammy Jackson.

Just as we paid homage to Title IX earlier
this year, | would like to again mention how
important that legislation has been to women'’s
professional sports today. The accomplish-
ments of the Women’s National Basketball
League serve to remind us that only 27 years
ago, there was no Title IX and women were
still second class citizens. We have come a
long way from the days when only men were
expected to excel in sports.

In athletics, we will continue to see more
opportunities for women in intercollegiate and
professional sports. Institutions must ensure
that there is adequate athletic financial assist-
ance, accommodation of athletic interests and
abilities of women, and that the opportunities
and treatments afforded to sports participants
must be equivalent. All of this is critical to en-
sure a solid future for women’s professional
sports.

The Houston Comets have now followed in
the footsteps of some of the more prominent
NBA teams in winning three titles in a row.
The Comets are now a part of the pantheon
that includes the former Minneapolis Lakers,
the Boston Celtics, and the Chicago Bulls.

| salute the Houston Comets team—Janeth
Arcain, Cynthia Cooper, Sonja Henning,
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