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with a healthy economy and the re-
sources they need to move this nation
ahead.

This year, as a member of the Com-
mittee on the Budget, | will be looking
forward to working on these issues. We
know that the part of our national debt
“held by public’” will be 42 percent of
our Gross Domestic Product this year.
This is the term we use to describe the
money the Federal Government has
borrowed from banks and pension
funds. With a Federal debt in the area
of $5 trillion, we need to focus on pay-
ing that down and end the process of
borrowing.

The budget proposal sent to Congress
by the President does just that. It
makes sure that we save and makes
sure that Medicare and Social Security
are there for the future, as well as it
pays down the debt. This is a home run
for all of our citizens.

If my colleagues look at this chart,
we look at the interest again, 14 per-
cent. If we have the discipline, the fis-
cal discipline, to make sure we have
Social Security there for the future,
that we have Medicare there for the fu-
ture and pay down that debt, we will
get that down to about 2 cents per dol-
lar. With that kind of a reduction, |
want to tell my colleagues, there will
then be real money for tax cuts and
real money for investing in a lot of pro-
grams that people want.

I am looking forward to working on
this agenda that will be healthy for the
future economy of the United States.

NEVADA IS TARGET FOR NUCLEAR

PAYLOAD
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. BERK-
LEY) is recognized for 10 minutes as the
designee of the minority leader.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | come
before my colleagues to give voice to
the well-founded fears and concerns of
the citizens of the Las Vegas Valley,
which is my home district, and the
citizens of the entire State of Nevada.

Over one and a half million Nevadans
live within an hour or so drive from the
so-called temporary high level nuclear
dump proposed in H.R. 45. This bill
would dump over 70,000 tons of an in-
credibly lethal substance at one loca-
tion in southern Nevada. Those Nevad-
ans, mothers like myself, fathers, sons,
daughters and grandparents, deserve
the same health and safety protections
as every American.

H.R. 45 would deny equal protection
under the law to the citizens of Nevada
and to future Nevada generations. But
I will also discuss how this bill places
Americans in all parts of this country
at risk.

When one lives in a State that has
been singled out as the target for a nu-
clear payload, he gives close attention
to the issue. Nevadans know just how
toxic, how dangerous, how menacing
high-level nuclear waste really is. To
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give my colleagues some idea, a person
standing next to an unshielded spent
nuclear fuel assembly would get a fatal
dose of radiation within three minutes.

Under H.R. 45, the concentrated level
of deadly radiation in one place in my
home State staggers the imagination.
H.R. 45 would force all of the Nation’s
high-level waste on the people of one
State, a State where there is not even
one nuclear reactor.

For nearly two decades the nuclear
industry and the Department of Energy
have tried to convince Nevadans that
high-level nuclear waste transpor-
tation and storage is safe. Their argu-
ment basically is, we will just stuff
this stuff right into metal cans, screw
the lids on tight, and there is nothing
to worry about.

Well, what is wrong with this pic-
ture? Well, if those cans of nuclear
waste are so safe, why do they have to
be shipped from all parts of the United
States into the State of Nevada? That
question has haunted Nevadans for
years, and our concerns have intensi-
fied with H.R. 45.

This bill would unleash high-level nu-
clear waste onto the Nation’s highways
and rail lines. It is this issue, the
transportation of high-level nuclear
waste, that binds Nevadans with all
Americans as potential victims of H.R.
45,

Americans from all parts of the coun-
try would be exposed to unacceptable
and unnecessary risk because they live
near highways and railroads where
nuke trucks and trains would roll.
Moving nuclear waste to Nevada would
require well over 100,000 long-haul ship-
ments. Nuclear waste will be speeding
around the clock every day for nearly
30 years on our roads and rails. This
should sound a national alarm.

The deadly cargo will intrude on 43
States and hundreds of cities and
towns across our nation. Fifty million
Americans live within just a mile and a
half of shipping routes. The waste will
rumble through Birmingham, Alabama;
Laramie, Wyoming; Portland, Maine;
and the suburbs of Los Angeles; Miami,
Florida; Kansas City; and St. Louis,
Missouri. In short, nuclear waste will
be on the move all over the country all
the time for 30 years.

The Department of Transportation
counted more than 99,000 incidents in
which hazardous materials were re-
leased from trucks and trains from 1987
to 1996, causing 356 major injuries and
114 deaths. The Department of Energy
has described a plausible crash scenario
involving high impact and fire that
would contaminate an area of 42 square
miles with radioactive debris. It is
truly horrifying to picture this happen-
ing in a populated area.

We have been repeatedly told that
shipping nuclear waste across the
country and stashing it at a dump site
is safe. But let us take a brief look at
the history of how the Federal Govern-
ment has handled nuclear projects. The
lands around nuclear installations at
Hanford, Washington, Rocky Flats,
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Colorado, Oak Ridge, Tennessee,
Fernald, Ohio, are contaminated. The
GAO concluded that 124 of our 127 nu-
clear sites have been mismanaged by
the DOE.

Nevadans do not buy this ‘“don’t
worry, be happy’ attitude towards ra-
diation, and for good reason. | grew up
in Nevada. Nevadans were proud to vol-
unteer for the patriotic chore of play-
ing host to above- and below-ground
nuclear weapons testing, but the Fed-
eral Government never leveled with us
about the risks.

In the 1950s the Government pro-
duced films advising that if people just
stayed indoors as clouds of fallout
drifted through communities, everyone
would be safe. As a safety measure, the
Government suggested that a quick car
wash would eliminate any pesky radio-
active contamination.

It seems harmless enough if it were
not for the evidence of a disturbing in-
crease in cancer that later traumatized
these same communities. Harmless?
Perhaps, if above-ground testing did
not spread radioactive elements across
the country.

Supposedly safe above-ground nu-
clear tests were stopped when it was
proved that radiation was winding up
in the bodies of American children
through the milk they were drinking.
Underground testing was supposed to
be the safe answer, or so the Govern-
ment said. The radioactivity would be
trapped underground, never to get out,
except that some of the underground
shafts burst open, spewing radiation
into the air. Now scientists are finding
that plutonium thought to be trapped
in these test shafts is moving through
the groundwater at alarming speed.

O 1515

So | have a healthy skepticism about
Federal nuclear programs. My healthy
skepticism persuades me that H.R. 45
is, in fact, a Trojan horse for perma-
nently dumping high level nuclear
waste in Nevada.

Make no mistake, there is nothing
temporary about H.R. 45. This bill is a
political vehicle to get the waste to Ne-
vada, to be conveniently parked next
door to Yucca Mountain, the site of a
failing effort to justify a permanent
dump.

The past year has been marked by a
quickening pace of scientific evidence
that clearly eliminates Yucca Moun-
tain as a safe place for nuclear waste.
Water will saturate the dump. Those
who thought Yucca Mountain would be
dry for 10,000 years are stunned to dis-
cover that water is filtering through at
an alarming rate. Yucca Mountain has
been, is and always will be jolted by
earthquakes. In recent days seismolo-
gists described swarms of earthquakes
that rocked the area. To visit Yucca
Mountain is to feel the earth move.

A growing number of scientists fear
that a Yucca Mountain dump intended
to isolate deadly radioactivity forever
may well explode into an environ-
mental apocalypse of volcanic erup-
tions. It is not nice to fool Mother Na-
ture. Where earthquakes, water and
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volcanic activity are permanent dan-
gers, we must not build a high level nu-
clear dump.

The nuclear power industry should
immediately cancel the Yucca Moun-
tain project. The billions of dollars
coming from ratepayers would be bet-
ter spent finding a sensible and safe so-
lution to nuclear disposal. Instead we
have H.R. 45. This bill exists because
the nuclear power industry sees that
the only way to keep the Yucca Moun-
tain project alive is to build a tem-
porary dump next door. With the waste
site up at the temporary dump near
Yucca Mountain, there would be a pow-
erful motivation to make Yucca Moun-
tain work out somehow.

Under those circumstances | fear
that the health and safety of current
and future generations would be jeop-
ardized for the sake of expediency. As
the Nuclear Waste Technical Review
Board has clearly stated, a temporary
facility at the Nevada test site could
prejudice later decisions about the
suitability of Yucca Mountain.

H.R. 45 has its roots in expediency
over public health and welfare. H.R. 45
throws out existing radiation safety
standards and replaces them with dan-
gerous levels of radiation exposure that
would be, quote, acceptable. The tem-
porary dump cannot meet the current
standards, so H.R. 45 permits Nevadans
to be exposed to four to six times the
amount of radiation allowed at any
other waste site. H.R. 45 allows expo-
sure 25 times the level set by the Safe
Drinking Water Act.

EPA administrator Carol Browner
said H.R. 45 would authorize exposures
to future generations of Nevadans
which are much higher than those al-
lowed for other Americans and citizens
of other countries. Congress in 1982
called for nine potential nuclear stor-
age sites to be assessed. By 1987, due to
political considerations, not scientific
findings, Yucca Mountain alone was
targeted for site characterization.

As it became increasingly clear
Yucca Mountain is not suitable under
stringent and responsible law that Con-
gress passed in 1982, the rules have
been repeatedly relaxed in favor of
Yucca Mountain and against health
and safety. And now comes H.R. 45, a
bill which achieves nothing but risks
the health and safety of current and fu-
ture generations of Nevadans.

The Nuclear Waste Technical Review
Board advises that there are no com-
pelling reasons to move the nuclear
waste in short term. H.R. 45 would be a
terrible and needless mistake. |If
passed, it would be fought in courts by
Americans across this country. | would
stand with them in court or on the
roads and rails if necessary to stop this
disastrous policy.

REMEMBER PAOLI

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
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WELDON) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in this special
order to discuss America’s patriots.
The patriots of America have been ex-
tremely important in the struggle for
this great Nation over the past 220
years, to allow us to enjoy the free-
doms and the independence that often-
times we take for granted. My discus-
sion today will focus on the patriots of
America of the past and the patriots of
America today, those who are defend-
ing our country around the world.

Let me start off by discussing a situ-
ation | think requires national atten-
tion.

Over 220 years ago, Mr. Speaker, this
Nation was fighting for its existence.
Young patriots, many of whom were
undertrained, who were not properly
fed, who were ill-equipped, were fight-
ing against the forces of England to
allow us to have a free independent Na-
tion. There were some very serious bat-
tles in that process. We know those
battles from our history books, the
battles of Valley Forge, the battles
that took place in Brandywine.

But, Mr. Speaker, what we have
failed to understand is that one key
battle that many historians would
argue was the turning point in the mo-
rale of our troops to defeat the British
was the battle that resulted in the out-
cry of our troops, ‘“Remember Paoli.”
It occurred in the spring of 1777 when
the British were conducting the Phila-
delphia campaign to then take over the
capital of our Nation because at that
time Philadelphia was the capital of
the United States. There was a major
effort on the part of the British to
move to capture Philadelphia, and in
the process a series of battles took
place.

The first of two American attempts
to stop the British invasion that fall
was the battle of Brandywine, Septem-
ber 11, 1777, and the unsuccessful Battle
of the Clouds, September 16, 1777. There
was also a third attempt to contain the
British General Sir William Howe’s ad-
vance on Philadelphia, and each of
them were unsuccessful.

But a very important history lesson
shows us that in the Battle of Paoli the
British troops sought and successfully
committed a surprise attack on our
troops that were encamped at Paoli at
a cornfield, a cornfield that still exists
today. The British went to do this in
the early morning hours so as to avoid
detection, and they did not want to use
their guns because they wanted a sur-
prise attack to wipe out the patriots
for the fight for our independence.

The battle took place, and the Brit-
ish massacred the American patriots.
Their bayonet attacks on the American
young men who fought there, many of
whom were 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 years of
age, were by all accounts devastating.
Fifty-three young Americans were
slaughtered, slaughtered by the Brit-
ish. They were slaughtered in such a
fierce way that the story of that battle
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traveled throughout the Revolutionary
War troops and the cry of ‘““Remember
Paoli’’ became a rallying cry for the
American patriots in all future battles
of the revolution which we all know we
successfully won.

““Remember Paoli’’ was about a bat-
tle fought on a 40-acre site in Malvern
and Chester County in Pennsylvania,
not far from Valley Forge and not far
from Brandywine. Today there are 53
young American patriots whose bodies
lay in rest at that site.

The challenge we have, Mr. Speaker,
is that that 40-acre battlefield adjacent
to the burial site of these young Amer-
ican patriots is about to be sold. It is
about to be developed; perhaps another
shopping center, perhaps another hous-
ing project, perhaps being paved over
by someone who wants to build some
new type of development in the area
that we call the Main Line coming out
of Philadelphia, a very affluent area.

But the owner of the property, a pri-
vate school right next to the site, has
issued a challenge, that America, the
State, the county and the local com-
munity should undertake an effort to
preserve that 40-acre site so that those
53 young American patriots, so that
their memory is never forgotten.

Two and a half years ago when the
owner of that property came forward,
the owner of the school, the board of
directors said, ‘““We challenge the com-
munity, we challenge the country to
protect this site and allow us to move
on to other things. But if you do not
take up that challenge, we will sell the
site to developers.”

Mr. Speaker, that sale is imminent,
and if in fact the Paoli site is sold, it
will be one of the last remaining sig-
nificant sites that was a part of our
Revolutionary War history. It is a site
that needs to be protected. It is a site
that needs the Federal Government,
the State, the county and the local
government to come together with the
private sector to show those American
patriots and all of our war heroes, in-
cluding those serving the country
today, that we will always remember
and honor their service, and in this
case especially because of the symbol-
ism associated with the battle at Paoli
and the massacre that occurred there.

Two and a half years ago a local
group led by citizens in Malvern Bor-
ough, where Paoli is located, joined to-
gether to begin to raise the private
money to acquire this site. Now many
would argue this site should be pro-
tected by the Federal Government.
After all, it was a major battle, just as
Valley Forge was a battle and Brandy-
wine was a battle and other historical
sites were battle grounds. But they de-
cided they would set the tone, so they
set out to raise money. To date they
have raised over $500,000 in actual
money and commitments to help pro-
tect this site.

They came to me one year ago, and
they said, ‘““Congressman, can you as-
sist us? Because there are patriots of
the Revolutionary War who are buried
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