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in my home State of New Jersey. Sean
did not live to see his 17th birthday be-
cause he was shot by a man who mis-
takenly thought he was stealing a
neighbor’s car. Well, the car belonged
to a friend of Sean’s, and the gun used
to kill him was unlicensed by a man
with a list of prior offenses.

This Congress has a responsibility to
get these guns off the street and to
make sure that everyone who buys a
gun is subject to a background check.
When it comes to keeping our children
safe in their schools and in our neigh-
borhoods, there should be no loopholes
and no exceptions.

There is nothing more important
than the safety of our children, and it
is a sad day in this House and this Na-
tion when the Republican leadership
gives the NRA all of the time necessary
before the Memorial Day break to be
able to work over Members and to cre-
ate a process that is destined to fail-
ure, destined to fail our children in
terms of safety, destined to fail the
citizens of this country in terms of
safety and destined to ensure the
NRA’s victory.
f

WANT TO SEE A LIBERAL BECOME
HYSTERICAL?

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, if you
think it is fun to watch a liberal be-
come hysterical, then here is a fun
trick that you might want to try. Next
time you are in the company of lib-
erals, especially the kind who make a
big deal about how compassionate they
are with other people’s money, men-
tion that you heard that the Repub-
licans in Congress are going to do away
with the income tax withholding. In
other words, mention that you heard a
rumor, and it is apparently true, that
conservative Republicans are going to
get rid of income tax withholding and
make everyone send in one big check
to Uncle Sam at the end of each year
for their income tax. The reaction you
will get cannot be expressed in words.

First, there is silence, dead silence,
and then we will see an expression of
sheer panic and terror on their face.
The liberal knows that if we are forced
to see in one lump sum just how much
money is forked over to the Federal
Government every year we would re-
volt, and the liberals would never win
another election.

Try that sometime on liberal friends,
and enjoy the show.
f

EPA UNDERMINING EFFORTS TO
REVITALIZE ECONOMIES OF OUR
INNER CITIES

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
the EPA is the gang that cannot shoot
straight. This Agency’s mishandling of

the so-called environmental justice
issue has undermined the efforts to re-
vitalize the economies of our inner cit-
ies and hurt the very people it intended
to help.

Last year, I included language in the
budget that forced the EPA to go back
to the drawing board to formulate a
more workable policy that addresses
the concerns expressed by State and
local officials and business leaders
from across this country. Mr. Speaker,
the EPA has still not come forward
with its new proposal. This, I believe,
is inexcusable, and it is time for this
arrogant, heavy-handed Agency to get
its act together. Further delays and ad-
ditional foot-dragging will only hinder
the efforts to redevelop brownfields and
create good-paying jobs in minority
communities.

Mr. Speaker, it is time the EPA fi-
nally gets its act together and comes
to a final resolution on this issue.
f

KYLE HIRONS WOULD BE ALIVE
TODAY IF A GUN HAD BEEN
EQUIPPED WITH A SAFETY LOCK

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, not long
ago a 15-year-old boy from Glaston-
bury, Connecticut, found a loaded .357
magnum in the bedroom drawer of one
of his parents. In the midst of playing,
the gun accidentally went off, shooting
the boy in the face and killing him.
The boy’s name was Kyle Hirons.
Today is the last day Kyle’s death will
remain anonymous.

I invoke the Kyle Hirons because he
is one of the 13 children who die every
day because of guns. These are not
nameless, faceless statistics. They are
real people. They are our children. In
this case, one more child would be alive
today if the gun had been equipped
with a safety lock. And yet there are
forces in this country, in this very
body, who would undermine modest
gun safety legislation that would pro-
tect our children.

This week, we can take steps. We can
pass the Senate provisions and require
gun child safety locks and devices. We
can close the loophole at gun shows,
and we can eliminate high-capacity,
human-hunting ammunition clips.

Our kids are dying of an epidemic.
The epidemic is unsafe guns. Let us
pass sensible measures that make guns
as safe as possible.
f

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE
SOME ANSWERS

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, the
American people need to ask many
questions about our relationship with
China. Why did the President approve
the sale of missile technology to the
Chinese against the objection of his

own Defense Department, his own
State Department and his own Justice
Department? Was it because of the mil-
lions of dollars of campaign contribu-
tions from the Chinese military and
top executives of the Hughes Elec-
tronics Corporation? Why over the last
5 years have there been 3,567 requests
for wiretaps and search warrants under
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act and only one turned down, and
that one involving Mr. Lee and the spy-
ing at Los Alamos?

There are many other questions ex-
actly like these. The American people
deserve some answers.

The Cox report says the Chinese espi-
onage goes on even to this day. Things
are going on today that have never
happened before in the history of this
Nation, Mr. Speaker, and the American
people deserve to know why.
f

THE GREATEST GENERATION

(Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor one of the
many brave soldiers who risked their
lives during World War II to preserve
the freedoms we enjoy today. In his
book, Tom Brokaw dubbed them The
Greatest Generation. It is hard to dis-
pute this description. Many of these
soldiers walked off farms or out of
shops and factories to fight for the
country they love dearly.

One of these men was Mr. Garland
Ward of Del City, Oklahoma. As a 22-
year-old, he left a secure job as a gro-
cery clerk to answer the call of duty to
his country. As an enlistee of the 45th
Infantry Division, Private Ward was
sent to fight in North Africa. From
there his unit made its way across Eu-
rope. After fighting in the Battle of the
Bulge, they made their way to Ger-
many where he and other members of
his unit were captured. After spending
4 days as a POW, American forces re-
captured the village and freed these
brave men. Upon freedom, Private
Ward rearmed himself and continued
his fight towards victory across Eu-
rope.

Our country owes a great deal to
these brave soldiers, like Mr. Ward,
who fought so valiantly.
f

GUN CONTROL POLITICS

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, we have
and are hearing so much about gun
control. First of all, let me say that
the legislation and the push behind
this legislation is political, political,
political. The reason, because the other
party thinks they will get a political
advantage out of it. The truth is, the
truth is we have many, many gun laws
on the books, passed by this Congress,
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signed by this President and other
Presidents, and they are unenforced by
this administration. Unenforced, and
we do nothing about the media and the
violence which they penetrate into our
society because they are the friends of
those who promote gun control legisla-
tion.

b 1015
Let us be reasonable. Let us do what

is right for America, not what is polit-
ical. Let us pass reasonable gun legisla-
tion, when needed, and enforce that
which is on the books.
f

ERODING THE SECOND
AMENDMENT

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, when
the President says put people first,
what he means, particularly this week,
is put politicians first, put political
people first, because this week, as we
further erode the second amendment,
we are not putting people first, we are
not putting children first, we are not
putting safety first, and we are cer-
tainly not putting the facts first. But
we hear over and over again, no, we are
just closing a few loopholes. This is
common sense, reasonable, sensible.
Yet it goes far beyond closing loop-
holes in gun shows. It calls for reg-
istration of people’s guns who go to
gun shows, permanent registration. It
calls for a 6-month background check
that is kept by the FBI for 6 months,
and many, many other measures that
have nothing to do with closing loop-
holes.

Mr. Speaker, in Columbine High
School, Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris
broke 23 gun control laws. In Heritage
High School, the young man broke into
his father’s gun cabinet to steal a well-
protected gun. Yet we have to ask our-
selves, maybe there is something be-
yond gun control that could prevent
these things from happening, because
gun control is not working. It did not
work in these two cases.

What about the violent video, the
violent TV? What about the music?
What about children being raised with-
out parents? It seems in today’s soci-
ety, where there are no absolutes, no
truths, there are also no values.

This week is not about children, it is
about politics.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that he will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules.

SELECTIVE AGRICULTURAL
EMBARGOES ACT OF 1999

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 17) to amend the Agricultural
Trade Act of 1978 to require the Presi-
dent to report to Congress on any se-
lective embargo on agricultural com-
modities, to provide a termination date
for the embargo, to provide greater as-
surances for contract sanctity, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 17

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Selective
Agricultural Embargoes Act of 1999’’.
SEC. 2. REPORTING ON SELECTIVE EMBARGOES.

The Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 (7
U.S.C. 5711 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end of title VI:
‘‘SEC. 604. REPORTING ON SELECTIVE EMBAR-

GOES.
‘‘(a) REPORT.—If the President takes any

action, pursuant to statutory authority, to
embargo the export under an export sales
contract (as defined in subsection (e)) of an
agricultural commodity to a country that is
not part of an embargo on all exports to the
country, not later than 5 days after imposing
the embargo, the President shall submit a
report to Congress that sets forth in detail
the reasons for the embargo and specifies the
proposed period during which the embargo
will be effective.

‘‘(b) APPROVAL OF EMBARGO.—If a joint res-
olution approving the embargo becomes law
during the 100-day period beginning on the
date of receipt of the report provided for in
subsection (a), the embargo shall terminate
on the earlier of—

‘‘(1) a date determined by the President; or
‘‘(2) the date that is 1 year after the date

of enactment of the joint resolution approv-
ing the embargo.

‘‘(c) DISAPPROVAL OF EMBARGO.—If a joint
resolution disapproving the embargo be-
comes law during the 100-day period referred
to in subsection (b), the embargo shall termi-
nate on the expiration of the 100-day period.

‘‘(d) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, an embargo
may take effect and continue in effect dur-
ing any period in which the United States is
in a state of war declared by Congress or na-
tional emergency, requiring such action, de-
clared by the President.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section—
‘‘(1) the term ‘agricultural commodity’ in-

cludes plant nutrient materials;
‘‘(2) the term ‘under an export sales con-

tract’ means under an export sales contract
entered into before the President has trans-
mitted to Congress notice of the proposed
embargo; and

‘‘(3) the term ‘embargo’ includes any prohi-
bition or curtailment.’’.
SEC. 3. ADDITION OF PLANT NUTRIENT MATE-

RIALS TO PROTECTION OF CON-
TRACT SANCTITY.

Section 602(c) of the Agricultural Trade
Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5712(c)) is amended by
inserting ‘‘(including plant nutrient mate-
rials)’’ after ‘‘agricultural commodity’’ each
place it appears.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. EWING) and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. STENHOLM) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois, (Mr. EWING).

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, American agriculture
plays a key role in U.S. trade economy.
The contributions of agricultural ex-
ports to the U.S. economy are impres-
sive. The United States Department of
Agriculture estimates that farm ex-
ports will be $49 billion in 1999, pro-
viding a positive trade balance of $11
billion.

Just 3 years ago, however, there was
another $10 billion higher on our agri-
cultural trade balance. This was al-
most three times what it is today. It is
a fact, and it is a painful one to many
of us, that our agricultural economy is
the one sector of the great American
economy that is suffering very badly. If
things do not improve, 10 percent of
American farmers could be forced from
their farms this year.

New and reliable markets are one of
the answers to this very serious prob-
lem. The U.S. agricultural economy is
more than twice as reliant on exports
as the overall economy. This reliance
makes agricultural-specific embargoes
especially painful for the American
farmer and rancher. H.R. 17 provides a
vital and necessary foreign check and
balance system. This legislation pro-
vides for congressional review and ap-
proval of both Houses of Congress if the
President imposes an agricultural-spe-
cific embargo on a foreign country.

H.R. 17 would require the President
to submit a report detailing to Con-
gress reasons for the embargo and a
proposed termination date. Congress
then has 100 days to approve or dis-
approve the embargo.

If Congress approves the resolution,
the embargo will terminate on the date
determined by the President or 1 year
after enactment, whichever occurs ear-
liest. If a disapproving resolution is en-
acted, the embargo will terminate at
the end of the 100-day period.

This legislation would not impact
embargoes currently in place, nor
would it impede the President’s au-
thority to impose cross-sector embar-
goes. Additionally, H.R. 17 would not
take effect during times of war. This
legislation was the official policy of
the United States when the Export Ad-
ministration Amendments Act was
adopted in 1985. Unfortunately, that
act expired in 1994 when Congress failed
to reauthorize it. It is important to
note that the failure to reauthorize
was not a result of any opposition to
the agriculture embargo language con-
tained in that act.

Mr. Speaker, according to the United
States Department of Agriculture, the
Soviet grain embargo cost the United
States about $2.3 billion in lost U.S. ex-
ports and U.S. Government compensa-
tion to American farmers. The Soviet
grain embargo is still fresh in the
minds of grain farmers throughout
America. In the midst of an already
poor overall economy, the imposition
of the Soviet grain embargo triggered
the worst agricultural economic down-
turn in America since the Great De-
pression.
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