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Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I object to

the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 226, nays
204, not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 608]

YEAS—226

Abercrombie
Aderholt
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Blagojevich
Bliley
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Boucher
Brown (FL)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Campbell
Canady
Cannon
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth-Hage
Coble
Collins
Combest
Cook
Cooksey
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Cubin
Cunningham
Davis (VA)
Deal
DeLay
DeMint
Diaz-Balart
Dicks
Doolittle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Everett
Ewing
Foley
Fossella
Fowler
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gibbons
Gilchrest

Gillmor
Gilman
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Granger
Greenwood
Hansen
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Horn
Houghton
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Isakson
Istook
Jenkins
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kasich
Kelly
King (NY)
Kingston
Klink
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kuykendall
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
LoBiondo
Lucas (OK)
McCollum
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McKeon
McKinney
Meek (FL)
Metcalf
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Moran (KS)
Morella
Murtha
Myrick
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Ortiz
Ose
Oxley
Packard
Pastor
Paul

Pease
Peterson (PA)
Phelps
Pickering
Pickett
Pitts
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Pryce (OH)
Quinn
Radanovich
Regula
Reynolds
Riley
Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roukema
Royce
Ryun (KS)
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stump
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo
Tauzin
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Toomey
Traficant
Upton
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—204

Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baca

Baird
Baldacci
Baldwin
Barcia

Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Bentsen
Berkley

Berman
Berry
Bishop
Blumenauer
Bonior
Borski
Boswell
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brown (OH)
Capuano
Cardin
Carson
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coburn
Condit
Costello
Coyne
Crowley
Cummings
Danner
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Deutsch
Dickey
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doyle
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Fletcher
Forbes
Ford
Frank (MA)
Frost
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gonzalez
Goode
Gordon
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Gutierrez
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hastings (FL)
Hill (IN)
Hilliard
Hinchey

Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Holden
Holt
Hooley
Hostettler
Hoyer
Inslee
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
John
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
Kleczka
Kucinich
LaFalce
Lampson
Lantos
Larson
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Luther
Maloney (CT)
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McDermott
McGovern
McIntyre
McNulty
Meehan
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Millender-

McDonald
Miller, George
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (VA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey

Olver
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pomeroy
Price (NC)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Reyes
Rivers
Rodriguez
Roemer
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Sabo
Sanchez
Sanders
Sandlin
Sawyer
Schakowsky
Scott
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sherman
Shows
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Spratt
Stabenow
Stark
Stenholm
Strickland
Stupak
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor (MS)
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thurman
Tierney
Towns
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Weiner
Weygand
Wise
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn

NOT VOTING—4

Brady (TX)
Capps

Conyers
Wexler

b 1543

Messrs. BONIOR, DICKEY, MATSUI,
FLETCHER, BALDACCI, HINCHEY,
WEYGAND, Ms. MALONEY of New
York and Mrs. MCCARTHY of New
York changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to
‘‘nay.’’

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia changed his
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1598

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that my name be re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 1598.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANSEN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Utah?

There was no objection.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.
f

b 1545

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3194,
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS AND DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 386, I call
up the conference report on the bill
(H.R. 3194) making appropriations for
the government of the District of Co-
lumbia and other activities chargeable
in whole or in part against revenues of
said District for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

HANSEN). Pursuant to the rule, the con-
ference report is considered as having
been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
November 17, 1999, Part II.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) and
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. YOUNG).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 3194, and that I may in-
clude tabular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, we are coming to the
successful conclusion of a long road to-
ward completion of our fiscal respon-
sibilities. I thank my friend and col-
league from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) for
calling for order in the House. I want
to say ‘‘thank you’’ to him for the
many, many long hours and long days
we have spent together during this
process as the House concluded its
work on 13 separate appropriations
bills.

Mr. Speaker, the bills that are in-
cluded in this conference report today,
all of these bills, have gone before the
House in one form or another. They
have also gone before the House as part
of a conference report. Most of those
bills have not even been changed to
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any great extent from their previous
forms.

The District of Columbia bill, which
is the main vehicle for this conference
report, has only one minor change that
was acceptable to all parties involved.
The bill on Foreign Operations is basi-
cally the same as passed the House, ex-
cept for a minor change that was
agreed to by all the parties. As for the
other three bills remaining, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA), the
distinguished chairman of the Sub-
committee on Interior Appropriations,
will make some comments on that as
we go through the debate.

The chairman of the Subcommittee
on Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education Appropriations, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. PORTER), will
have some comments on that portion
of the bill. And the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
State and Judiciary Appropriations,
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
ROGERS), will have some comments on
that bill.

During the various discussions that
have led up to the point where we are
about to conclude consideration of our
appropriations responsibilities, one of
the complaints has been the size of the

bill. And it is true that a number of
nonappropriations issues have been
added by virtue of reference to their
bill number. But the fact is that the
administration, the President’s team,
was here until nearly 3 o’clock this
morning reading all of those pages, and
they did read them all and gave us a
sign-off to go ahead and file the bill.
Not that we needed that, but it was a
courtesy that we extended to the ad-
ministration.

Mr. Speaker, of course, the staff rep-
resentatives of the majority leadership
and the minority leadership had access
not only to this process last night and
early this morning, but there has been
ample opportunity for those who want-
ed to read the agreement and spend the
hours late last night and early this
morning to do so. They had that oppor-
tunity.

We have spent a considerable amount
of time, long days and long nights, in
negotiation with the representatives of
the President. The gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) and I have spent
a lot of time together in that room
where we did the negotiating. But it is
important to note, Members ought to
know this, the negotiations were basi-
cally managed by the leadership of the

subcommittees involved. This was not
done at some high level with someone
who was not involved in the day-to-day
activities relative to these bills.

So, this is a real product of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the ap-
propriations process. I can give at least
237 reasons to vote against this bill.
But also I could give hundreds of rea-
sons why this is a good bill. Through-
out the debate we will do that, Mr.
Speaker. I hope that we can get a good
bipartisan vote for a good bipartisan
bill that is even agreed to by the ad-
ministration.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that all of
our colleagues on our side of the aisle
show the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. OBEY) the courtesy of listening to
what he has to say. There are some
very strong differences here, and I
would hope that the House would re-
main in order so that we could all hear
what each of our speakers has to say.

Mr. Speaker, at this point in the
RECORD I would like to insert tables
showing the details of the District of
Columbia Appropriations, Foreign Op-
eration, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations, and Mis-
cellaneous Appropriations.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of

my time.
Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT),
the honorable minority leader.

(Mr. GEPHARDT asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the Members of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations on both sides
of the aisle for tremendous long hours
and hard work. I want to thank all of
the Members of the President’s staff
for the work that they did in trying to
bring this to a successful conclusion.

Mr. Speaker, this has been an imper-
fect process, and this is an imperfect
bill. But on balance, it has more to rec-
ommend it than not, and I will support
its final passage. Procedurally, this bill
repeats many of the same mistakes
that were made last fall by the leader-
ship. Despite the promises of the
Speaker last January, once again we
have a bill that was not done on time
and was not done in regular order. We
have an omnibus bill that reflects a
‘‘kitchen sink’’ approach to governing
and, once again, Members did not have
adequate time to read the bill to under-
stand all of its provisions.

On the substance of the bill, I am dis-
appointed over the family planning
provision that was contained and at-
tached to the U.N. funding. I do not
think it is the right thing to do. And I
am upset that we failed to include a
hate crimes provision in this bill, and I
think we had a chance to do that.

But on balance, this budget is an
overall victory for our priorities. The
President and Democrats in Congress
hung together in support of an agree-
ment that has made a real commit-
ment to the priorities that we feel are
critical to the continued health and
well-being of America’s families. Once
again, as we did lasted fall in our nego-
tiations with Speaker Gingrich, we
snatched a modest victory out of a mis-
guided Republican budget process that
cared more about providing a tax cut
for the wealthy and corporate special
interests than about doing the right
thing for average Americans.

We achieved a big win for our efforts
to educate our children for the chal-
lenges of the next century. This bill
contains funding for 100,000 new, quali-
fied teachers to reduce class size and
increase discipline and accountability
in America’s classrooms. I am very
happy that that priority has been rec-
ognized in this budget.

It makes a strong commitment to
after-school programs to keep kids off
the street and in safe and productive
environments until they go home. And
it advances us substantially on our
goal towards getting 1 million children
included in Head Start finally in this
country, and I am very happy that that
priority has been advanced.

We achieved a big win in the effort to
fight crime. This budget will allow
local police departments to hire an ad-

ditional 50,000 officers over and above
the 100,000 that have already been hired
to continue our progress in making our
neighborhoods safe.

Mr. Speaker, we achieved a big win
for the environment by stripping out
the most extreme Republican anti-en-
vironmental provisions that were
sneaked into the back door of this
budget.

But for all we have accomplished in
this bill, this Congress has this year
failed the American people. Despite the
progress we made in the last several
weeks on behalf of these priorities, we
have not done enough on the agenda of
the American people. And instead of
doing the people’s business, we squan-
dered at least 2 months debating a
failed trillion dollar tax cut for the
wealthy and special interests.

Despite the chest beating, the button
wearing and the commercial airing of
the Republicans, this Congress failed to
extend the life of Social Security by 1
day. We have done nothing to provide a
prescription drug benefit for seniors to
modernize Medicare to meet their cur-
rent needs. We failed to enact key bi-
partisan reform efforts, the Patients’
Bill of Rights, and the Shays-Meehan
campaign reform bill into law.

We dropped the ball, and we lost a
real opportunity to modernize our
health care system once and for all.
And we did not help low-income fami-
lies get a step up into the middle-class
with a minimum wage increase. We did
not strike a blow against violence in
our schools and our playgrounds by
passing common sense gun safety legis-
lation.

Our work, in short, is not finished. In
many ways, it has not even yet begun.
We intend to be back here in January
ready and prepared to fight for the pri-
orities and the agenda of the American
people. And I simply say to our friends
on the other side of the aisle, we have
achieved a certain level of agreement
here today on some important prior-
ities. I am glad for that, and I thank
them for their help in bringing that
about.

Mr. Speaker, in that same spirit of
can-do, I say to our friends in the Re-
publican Party today: let us continue
to work together next year. Let us get
a Patients’ Bill of Rights that really
gets the job done. Let us get campaign
reform. Let us get something done on
gun safety. Let us pass a minimum
wage increase. Let us get Medicare re-
form. Let us extend the solvency of So-
cial Security. Let us get a prescription
drug benefit for our senior citizens. If
we could do this, we can do that, and
the American people would be very
happy for it.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY),
the majority leader.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
YOUNG) for yielding me this time. Let
me just say, Mr. Speaker, I believe this
is a very, very proud moment for this

body. To think that we could in just
these few short years move ourselves
from where we had been in 1994, per-
petual debt as much as $250 billion a
year for as long as anybody could see
to the point where with this budget
deal we will consummate and finalize
forever an end to the raid on Social Se-
curity.

Beginning in 1998, fiscal year 1999,
and now with this budget agreement in
fiscal year 2000, we will have retired a
third of a trillion dollars’ worth of debt
for the American people. We will have
stopped the raid on Social Security for-
ever. We will have enforced this with
an across-the-board spending reduction
that acknowledges truly it is time now
to be disciplined to eliminate waste,
inefficiency, fraud in the use of the
taxpayers’ dollars. A new commitment
of good government in government.

b 1600

Then when we start looking at the
details, some of the things we did in
education to bring a real opportunity
for the schools that serve the children
better, and for those children in the
most desperate of economic cir-
cumstances in their families who find
themselves with the most desperate of
situations in their schools, to actually
have the opportunity now in this bill
for public school choice is a wonderful
new break, through reinforcing the
consistent pattern of this year of pro-
viding respect for local communities as
they manage their schools, providing
greater opportunity to use the re-
sources provided through the Federal
Government for better management,
better performance on the school on
behalf of the children. It is just an-
other good example of the good work
we have done.

So I say to our colleagues, we saw
the opportunity that was presented to
us to stop the raid and to write good
policy on education and defense and
any number of ways. We seized the op-
portunity, and we saw it through, and
today is the day.

Let us vote it through, and let us go
home and enjoy the results with our
schools, our communities, our families,
and our constituents.

I say to everyone congratulations,
and I thank all of my colleagues for
their long, hard work. I know we are
all tired at this time of the year, but
we all should have such a sense of
gratification. We did the right thing,
and we did it well.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BONIOR), the distinguished mi-
nority whip.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I share
the views of the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. GEPHARDT), my leader, with
respect to the process in which we have
been engaged. Seven weeks late on a
budget, and of course this budget is
minus many important issues that he
enumerated: Nothing for Social Secu-
rity solvency, nothing on Medicare re-
form, nothing on prescription drugs,
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nothing on Patients’ Bill of Rights,
nothing on the minimum wage.

We, indeed, have not done the peo-
ple’s work, and we have squandered a
good deal of our time debating a tax
bill that did not meet the approval of
the American public.

But the bill that we have before us
today does have some good features in
it. It is with that in mind that I rise in
support of it. It is a victory, first of all,
for our children because it provides
funding to hire and train 100,000 new
teachers and dramatically expand the
after-school program.

It is a budget victory, in a sense, for
public safety because it provides fund-
ing to hire and train 50,000 police offi-
cers to patrol our streets and neighbor-
hoods and keep our children safe in
school.

Third, this budget is a victory for the
environment because it increases fund-
ing to protect our clean water, to pre-
serve community parks and forests and
historic sites through the Lands Leg-
acy Program, and to fight the conges-
tion and pollution that threaten our
quality of life of our constituents.

The fourth issue that I would men-
tion here this afternoon is in the for-
eign policy area. This provides the re-
sources to move the Mideast peace
process forward, providing resources
for the Israelis, the Palestinians, and
the Jordanians. I think that moves on
successes that we have had in the past.

This year, Federal funding allows
schools in my congressional district
Macomb and St. Clair Counties in
Michigan to hire 60 new teachers. What
that has done is it has translated into
smaller classes, greater discipline,
more learning, higher academic per-
formance. This is an investment in our
future, and it is an investment that
will pay dividends in years to come.

This year’s budget also provides
funding to enable 675,000 students to
participate in the after-school program
where they can mentor with seniors
and other adults working in athletic
and crafts and the computer rooms and
the libraries and all the things that are
necessary to keep them safe in a safe
environment after school, to help them
mentor in a way in which they can
learn the respect of their elders and
work with their elders and learn the
skills of those who have gone before
them.

Programs like the Kids Klub in
Macomb and St. Clair Counties will di-
rectly benefit from this budget and will
help young people set off on the right
foot.

This budget will also help keep our
families safe through the hiring of
50,000 new police officers. As with the
teacher initiative, this builds on our
past successes.

Because of Federal funding, 85 extra
officers patrol in my district today.
That makes people safer in their homes
and their businesses, and serves as a
strong deterrent to would-be criminals.
It also makes our students strong in
their places of education.

So, Mr. Speaker, let me just conclude
by saying that I am very pleased that
we Democrats were able to strip some
of these environmental riders from the
bill, protecting the environment, pro-
tecting the budget process itself. We
have done good things for education.
We have done good things to protect
our communities in terms of its safety
with the addition of the police officers.
We have done the responsible thing to
move peace forward in foreign lands.

So for these reasons, for our children,
for our communities, for our environ-
ment, for our international responsibil-
ities and obligations, I am voting yes
on this budget.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY),
the majority whip.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. YOUNG), the chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations, on an
outstanding performance in bringing
this bill to the floor and finalizing the
budget process. This chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations and the
chairmen of the subcommittees have
done an outstanding job.

I rise in support of this bill, but more
importantly, I rise to set the record
straight. The Republican majority in
Congress has redefined the way that
budgets are crafted. In so doing, we
have set the Nation down the path to
fiscal responsibility.

When I ran for office the first time, I
ran because I found a situation where
we were running up the debt on my
children and my grandchildren and no
one wanting to pay down the debt; that
we had budgets that ran deficits as far
as the eye could see and no one trying
to balance the budget; that we had a
situation where we raised surpluses in
the Social Security Trust Fund so that
we could spend the money on big gov-
ernment programs.

I ran for office and never really
thought that I would be standing be-
fore my colleagues today very, very
proud of the work of this House over
the last 5 years. At this time, it is im-
portant for everyone to reflect on how
far we have come.

When Republicans took control 5
years ago, we pledged that we would
change the scope of government; and
we are delivering on that promise,
going down the line of issues that are
important in this country. The fact is
unavoidable that this Congress has
been an overwhelming success.

Even when people would like to re-
write recent history, this is the first
time in my 15-year career that we put
13 appropriations bills on the desk of
the President. He signed eight of them
and vetoed five because there was not
enough spending to suit him.

We negotiated each bill individually.
This is not an omnibus bill. Each bill
was negotiated individually, and each
authorizing bill that is in this package
has been voted on by this House.

We have rebuilt our military after
years of neglect. We took significant

power over education away from the
Federal Government, returned it to the
States. We tried to cut waste by just
suggesting a 1 percent across-the-board
cut. Incredibly, the Democrats main-
tain that a measly 1 percent of waste
could not be found in the Federal Gov-
ernment. Well, even the President
eventually agreed with us. Now we
have an across-the-board spending cut.

We have stopped the raid on Social
Security. We have balanced the budget
for the second time in 50 years without
raising a dime of taxes to do it. We are
paying down the debt, $99 billion last
year. We will, next year, pay $130 bil-
lion down on our children’s debt.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is the last step
in a very successful budget season. We
have worked hard to balance the budg-
et and pay down the debt without rais-
ing taxes or raiding Social Security.
The hard work has paid off. Vote for
this bill.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR).

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to encourage my
colleagues to vote against this. It is
not necessarily that it is an entirely
bad bill. But a year ago right now, all
of us went around our respective dis-
tricts and asked for the opportunity to
spend the people’s money wisely.

The problem that I have with this
bill is that, for the next 3 weeks, The
Washington Post, the Washington
Times, the New York Times are going
to be running a series of articles every
day of what was in this bill, and one is
not going to know it was there. But
one is going to have to tell one’s con-
stituents, well, gosh, I did not know
that money for a fleet buyout in Alas-
ka was there or for a wood lot in North
Carolina was there or for all the other
silly things.

I encourage my Republican col-
leagues to vote against it because
many of them ran against Goals 2000.
Yet, there is $491 million for Goals 2000
in here. Many of them said they were
against the Department of Commerce.
Well, it has got a $3.6 billion increase,
but they call it emergency because it
has got money for the census that ap-
parently no one knew was coming even
though the Constitution says we are
going to do it every 10 years.

But more than everything else, I
think my colleagues are playing a shell
game with the men and women of the
United States military. Everyone was
real proud a couple weeks ago when
they said we increased the defense
budget. Well, today, my colleagues are
cutting it back by $1 billion, $1 billion.

To make matters worse, those troops
who are already underpaid, who got a
minuscule pay raise just a few weeks
ago, my colleagues are now telling
them we are going to delay the time
they are paid. Now, for a Congressman,
we make pretty good money. Getting
paid a day or two later really should
not affect us. But when one is an E–1,
E–5, O–1, O–2, and one is just barely
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getting by, to move payday back, in
many instances, is the difference be-
tween them being able to buy diapers
for their kids or one can put food on
the table.

It is not right. We should not do it. If
it takes us waiting a couple more days
to do it right, then I encourage us to do
so.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 21⁄4 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA),
chairman of the Subcommittee on the
Interior.

(Mr. REGULA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, Webster
defines ‘‘perfect’’ as being without
fault or flawless. He defines ‘‘good’’ as
being praiseworthy, useful, or bene-
ficial.

Well, the document before us is not
perfect under Webster’s definition. It
abundantly does fit Webster’s defini-
tion of good. It is praiseworthy. It is
useful. It is beneficial.

In the conference report, we have
modified a number of the riders. I be-
lieve many of my colleagues will be
pleased with our changes. Most impor-
tantly, they are fair. I am especially
pleased with this report as it continues
our commitment to the American peo-
ple in protecting the environment, in
providing for our national parks, for-
ests, wildlife refuges, and public lands,
as well as our cultural resources.

As the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BONIOR) said, this bill is a victory for
the environment. It is a bill that will

provide pride in America’s heritage,
not only now, but far into the future. I
think it is something we all could take
pride in.

I urge each of my colleagues to sup-
port the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH-
HAGE) for a colloquy.

Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA), chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Interior,
to clarify some matters concerning the
President’s so-called American Herit-
age Rivers initiative that concerns the
Interior and related agencies portion of
the appropriations act.

Is it the understanding of the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA) that
there is nothing in his bill that author-
izes the American Heritage Rivers ini-
tiative?

Mr. REGULA. Yes, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to clarify that matter.
There is no language whatsoever in the
Interior portion that provides an au-
thorization for the American Heritage
Rivers initiative.

Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE. Mr.
Speaker, in addition, is it true that
there is no separate appropriation for
the American Heritage Rivers initia-
tive in the Interior portion of the bill?

Mr. REGULA. Yes, Mr. Speaker, it is
true there is no appropriation for the
American Heritage Rivers initiative in
the appropriations act.

Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE. Mr.
Speaker, it is clear that there is no ap-
propriations, nor authorization, but on
their insistence on spending money on

this unauthorized and unappropriated
initiative, how have you instructed the
Forest Service managers in this?

b 1615

Mr. REGULA. There is no such au-
thorization or appropriation, Mr.
Speaker. The statement of the man-
agers provides a limitation on spending
for the Forest Service for purposes re-
lated to designated American Heritage
Rivers.

This is not an appropriation, but pro-
vides the maximum that may be spent.
It is language of limitation on what
can be spent from existing funds.

Mr. Speaker, Webster defines ‘‘perfect’’ as
being without fault, or flawless. He defines
‘‘good’’ as praiseworthy, useful or beneficial.
While the document before you is not perfect
under Webster’s definition, it abundantly does
fit Webster’s definition of good.

In this new conference report we have
modified a number of the riders and I believe
that many of you will be pleased with our
changes. Most importantly they are fair.

I am especially pleased with this conference
report, as it continues our commitment to the
American people in protecting the environment
and in providing for our national parks, forests,
wildlife refuges and public lands, as well as
our cultural resources. As the gentleman from
Michigan said, ‘‘This bill is a victory for the en-
vironment to the State of Florida.’’ I urge you
to support this new bill.

At this point Mr. Speaker, I would like to in-
sert into the RECORD a table detailing the var-
ious accounts in the bill. It is a bill that will
provide pride in America’s heritage not only
now but far into the future.
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Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2

minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY), a member of the
committee.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Yes, my colleagues, there is good
news in this bill; but there is a strong
commitment to the education of our
young people, there is a significant in-
crease to Title X, America’s family
planning program, and there is des-
perately needed relief for hospitals,
which have been struggling with budg-
et cuts.

The bill demonstrates our ongoing
support for a secure and lasting peace
in the Middle East. The Wye River
package will help bolster Israel’s secu-
rity and provide the momentum needed
to carry both parties through this deli-
cate period in the peace process.

The bill also fulfills our obligation to
pay our U.N. arrears. I have fought
hard with my colleagues to make this
a reality, but my enthusiasm has been
dampened by the dangerous family
planning restrictions that were forced
upon us by the majority in return for
these critical dues. The restrictions are
unreasonable and irresponsible, and my
colleagues can be sure I will fight to
ensure that they are never again codi-
fied in U.S. law.

I am also very disturbed that Federal
employees’ access to contraceptive
coverage has been damaged in this bill.
The majority has modified the provi-
sions which the President just signed
into law only 2 months ago to dramati-
cally expand the number of individuals
who can opt out of providing contra-
ceptives. My colleagues, this is sneaky
politics, and it is bad policy.

I want to make it clear today that I
will not rest in my efforts to ensure
that Americans have true access to
family planning services. We cannot
continue to let a few extremists hold
good public policy hostage to their nar-
row agenda.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
SHAW).

(Mr. SHAW asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the bill.

Today, America’s seniors will be able to
breathe easier and worry less about their
health care. Why? Because with the passage
of the Medicare Balanced Budget Refinement
Act of 1999, health care providers who have
been struggling under the burden of money-
saving regulations imposed in 1997 will now
be getting some much-needed relief.

For several years Medicare Providers have
been caring for Medicare patients day in and
day out—often for Medicare payments that are
not adequate to cover their costs. In my dis-
trict, for example, the Sylvester Cancer Hos-
pital was losing approximately $700,000 a
year caring for Medicare cancer patients. Until

now. This bill will give cancer hospitals the op-
portunity to break even. Hospices, which care
for the most vulnerable Medicare patients will
also benefit. They will get the help they need
to provide the newest medications to comfort
their patients.

In the last year I have worked with Chair-
man THOMAS, who I want to thank for his ef-
forts in addressing the many concerns that
have been brought to my attention by Medi-
care providers and beneficiaries in my district.
The result of that work is this bill. While it
doesn’t provide all the Medicare fixes that are
needed—it does address the most urgent
needs immediately.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE).

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to engage the majority leader in a col-
loquy regarding the satellite legisla-
tion which has been added to this om-
nibus bill.

As the majority leader is aware, I
have been working for some time with
my colleague, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. BOUCHER), and many others,
to pass legislation that will reauthor-
ize the compulsory license for satellite
broadcasts and encourage the develop-
ment of technology that will deliver
local network signals to satellite own-
ers.

We passed the Satellite Home Viewer
Act reauthorization earlier this year
with overwhelming bipartisan support
and engaged the other body in a
lengthy and difficult conference. The
conference report was filed and passed
last week in the House by a vote of 411
to 8. Few bills of this magnitude have
passed by such a wide margin. Included
in this conference report was impor-
tant language supported unanimously
by the conferees to ensure that rural
Americans are not left behind as this
new local-into-local technology is
rolled out by the satellite companies.

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. GOODLATTE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Virginia.

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding to me, and
let me simply compliment my friend
and colleague, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOODLATTE), for the excel-
lent work he has done in the face of
very difficult circumstances in order to
obtain a way that viewers in the cities,
medium-sized and small, and through-
out rural America will have the oppor-
tunity to have their local TV stations
delivered to them by satellite.

We have had a range of problems. We
are about to have those resolved in a
manner that I think is satisfactory,
and I want to thank my colleague and
friend from Virginia for his very able
assistance in reaching that satisfac-
tory result.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Reclaiming my
time, Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-

tleman for his kind words and for his
critical support in this effort.

Yesterday, we delivered to the
Speaker a letter that included over 245
signatures from Members who sup-
ported the rural provisions of this con-
ference report. Similar letters were de-
livered to the Senate majority leader
from rural Senators.

Mr. Speaker, Rural America should take
note of the high level of support for this lan-
guage in Congress and the hard work of
members like Senator CONRAD BURNS of Mon-
tana, Senator TED STEVENS of Alaska, Senator
JONN WARNER of Virginia, Senator PATRICK
LEAHY of Virginia, Congresswoman BARBARA
CUBIN of Wyoming, and Congresswoman
JOANN EMERSON of Missouri.

Unfortunately, problems in the other
body have doomed this language for
the year. Because the other body did
not wish to take the steps required to
pass the bill over a threatened fili-
buster, they have reached an agree-
ment with our leadership in the House
to attach the Satellite Home Viewer
Act to the D.C. appropriations bill next
year.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. BOUCHER) so that the gentle-
men might continue their colloquy.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. BOUCHER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Virginia.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, the supporters of this
legislation understand that along with
this agreement comes a commitment
from our leadership to work to pass
similar legislation early next year, and
if the gentleman will yield to him, the
majority leader will clarify the details
of this commitment.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BOUCHER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I want
to congratulate the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) on his hard
work on this important issue. I share
the gentleman’s commitment to ensur-
ing that rural Americans can receive
their network signals over satellite.

The Satellite Home Viewer Act con-
ference report, which included the loan
guarantee language, was supported by
myself and the majority of both parties
in the House. I share the gentleman’s
concern that time constraints pre-
vented the conference report from
being enacted as it passed the House;
however, I appreciate the gentleman’s
willingness to reach an agreement that
will ensure passage of the rest of this
satellite legislation that is so impor-
tant to satellite subscribers.
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To address my good friend’s concern,

I commit to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia that we will move rural satellite
loan guarantee legislation through the
House early next year. It is my hope
that the relevant committees of juris-
diction will engage in a full debate and
discussion of the merits of this loan
guarantee package and move appro-
priate legislation forward expedi-
tiously.

However, if for whatever reason such
legislation is not ready for floor con-
sideration in the House under regular
order by early spring, I further commit
that I will allow the gentleman from
Virginia an opportunity to have an up
or down floor vote by March 31, 2000, on
the rural loan guarantee program,
similar to that which appeared in the
Satellite Home Viewer Act conference
report which passed in the House.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman continue to yield?

Mr. BOUCHER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Virginia.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the distinguished majority lead-
er for his support and commitment to
scheduling floor time for this impor-
tant legislation by April of next year.

Am I to understand that the legisla-
tion to be scheduled for a vote will au-
thorize a level of appropriations that is
both sufficient to accomplish such a
program and at least $1.2 billion?

Mr. ARMEY. If the gentleman will
continue to yield, it is my under-
standing that is consistent with the
language in the Satellite Home Viewer
Act conference report; that is correct.

Mr. GOODLATTE. It is also my un-
derstanding that the Senate leadership
has made a similar commitment to
floor consideration by a time certain
next year.

Mr. ARMEY. That is also my under-
standing, yes.

In addition, I will commit to placing time lim-
its on the referral of the legislation to commit-
tees in such a way that causes the legislation
to be discharged by all relevant committees by
the March 31 deadline, and I will work with the
Speaker on committee referrals and under-
stand that he shares my commitment to this
timetable.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his courtesy.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS), the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Sub-
committee on Commerce, Justice,
State, and Judiciary of the Committee
on Appropriations.

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, this bill
contains a victory for the American
agenda. In my portion of the bill there
is extra money for disasters through
the disaster loan program in SBA. We
fully fund the year 2000 census, every
penny that is needed; we increase the
drug and crime funding, FBI, DEA and
local law enforcement block grants, as
well as the COPS program of the Presi-
dent, which is fully funded at less than
half of what he requested; and there is
embassy security money here to beef
up the security for our personnel serv-
ing overseas in our embassies.

But most importantly to me is a
final vindication in this bill of an ef-

fort started by this subcommittee
many years ago to reform the U.N.
Along with the monies in the bill to
fully pay the U.N. arrears payments of
the U.S., there are conditions which
the U.N. must agree to. This sub-
committee several years ago began
what now has become a full-blown U.N.
reform agenda which now requires the
U.N. to consider our payments of ar-
rearages to be payment in full, reduces
the rate of U.S. contributions to the
U.N. from 25 to 22 percent for the an-
nual assessment, plus a reduction from
31 to 25 percent for the peacekeeping
rate of contributions, requires the U.N.
to live with a zero-growth budget, re-
quires personnel reforms at the U.N.,
opens their books to GAO scrutiny, re-
quires IGs, inspectors general, in the
affiliated organizations of the U.N.,
like the ILO, the WHO, and the FAO,
and gives the U.S. a voice on the budg-
et committee of the U.N., among other
reforms. This is an effort that now is
vindicated.

This subcommittee led the way many
years ago. It gained a head of steam,
and it has been a rough and rocky road;
but now we can say that with these
payments of the arrearages to the U.N.
comes the conditions of reform in the
U.N. that will make the U.N. a better
agency for all of us.

I would like, at this point, to insert
into the RECORD a table detailing the
funding for the Commerce, Justice,
State, and Judiciary section of the bill.
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,

will the Chair advise how much time is
remaining on each side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANSEN). The gentleman from Florida
(Mr. YOUNG) has 151⁄4 minutes remain-
ing, and the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. OBEY) has 15 minutes remaining.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. PORTER), the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation of the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time and for his leadership in bringing
this bill to final passage.

Mr. Speaker, compromise is the na-
ture of our process under the Constitu-
tion, and the American people are the
winners with this legislation.

In the Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education portion of the
bill we have plussed up Job Corps, con-
solidated health centers, and Ryan
White AIDS they are at the highest
priority. I am particularly proud that
we have funded biomedical research
through the National Institutes of
Health with a 15 percent increase, or
$2.3 billion. This is the second 15 per-
cent increase in a row toward our goal
of doubling funding for biomedical re-
search over 5 years. This is the best
spent money in all of government and
lengthens and protects the lives of
every American.

In education, we increased the over-
all account by $2.2 billion over FY 1999
and included large increases for impact
aid, for Pell Grants, for the TRIO pro-
gram, and a very large increase for spe-
cial education, allowing our local
school districts a great deal more flexi-
bility with their own money.

Now, Mr. Speaker, for the record, I
want to ensure that our intent on sec-
tion 210, the provision concerning the
Secretary’s organ transplantation rule,
is totally clear. Section 210 delays for
42 days publication of the organ trans-
plant rule to allow the Secretary to
consult with the transplant commu-
nity. The provision is the result of dif-
ficult negotiations between Members of
both bodies and the administration.
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Our provision originally provided for
a 90-day delay with a required 60-day
comment period. Based on the agree-
ment between myself; the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), the chair-
man of the committee; the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), the rank-
ing member of the subcommittee and
the full committee; the chairman of
the Senate subcommittee, Senator
SPECTER; and the administration, we
changed the comment period from 60
days to 21 days and provided 21 days for
the Secretary to review the comments.

There has been a major study by the
Institute of Medicine Study on this
issue and several periods of comment
either have occurred or will occur

under the proposed rule. The com-
promise assures that those with an in-
terest in this issue will have one more
chance to comment and have these
comments reviewed. As a result, our
agreement includes language in the
Statement of the Managers that there
will be no further delay following the
42-day period.

Mr. Speaker, this was a difficult ne-
gotiation. However, I believe that the
provisions of this bill represent the
true compromise between all parties,
and not a provision placed in the work-
er incentive bill without the knowledge
or any participation in the negotia-
tions by those at our table, including
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services and the Director of OMB that
were there in our negotiation.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 30 seconds to engage in a colloquy
with the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
PORTER).

Mr. Speaker, the conference agree-
ment encourages the Secretary of
Labor to spend up to $2 million to an-
swer several questions relating to the
costs and benefits of safety and health
programs. But am I correct in stating
that the conferees do not intend in any
way that the Secretary delay her rule-
making on safety and health programs
while developing this information?

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman is correct. It was not our intent
in funding this data collection to block
or delay the issuance of the safety and
health program standard.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for his comments; and I
want to say it has been a pleasure to
work with him, as usual.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 5 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, we have come a long
way from where we started in this ses-
sion.

Originally, the Republican budget
resolution that was presented in this
House maintained the fiction that we
could afford a huge tax cut with 70 per-
cent of the benefit going to persons
earning over $100,000 a year and still
not do damage to the rest of our na-
tional priorities.

That tax cut would have used every
single dollar that could have been used
to extend the life of Social Security
and Medicare. And the public under-
stands that; and in the end they, I
think, by their actions in the polls,
convinced our friends on the Repub-
lican side to begin to walk away from
that issue.

In September, we were given a dif-
ferent problem because the majority
established a budget allocation for the
bill containing Education and Health
and Labor programs which would have
resulted in cutting education funding
by almost one-third in real terms. We
said no to that. The President said no
to that. And the shape of these appro-

priations bills today is far different as
a result.

I want to publicly thank the Presi-
dent. I want to publicly thank the Vice
President. I want to thank the Presi-
dent’s Chief of Staff, John Podesta;
Jack Lew, his principal budget nego-
tiator; and all the others who stood
with us fighting for smaller class sizes,
fighting for quality teachers, fighting
for more cops on the beat, fighting
against legislation that threatened en-
vironmental cleanup, fighting against
short-sighted efforts to limit our inter-
national leadership responsibilities
abroad.

I am also proud of the fact that we
have in the area of education provided
for additional support for comprehen-
sive school reform, for additional sup-
port for teacher training, additional
support for smaller class size, and addi-
tional support to assist local school
districts to reduce high school size in
order to get a better handle on student
violence and juvenile adolescent behav-
ior.

I am also proud of the fact that,
under this bill, 10 States will be pro-
vided planning grants in order to de-
velop plans for a Federal-State part-
nership to cover all of their citizens
with health coverage. I think that is a
major breakthrough; and I hope it
leads to ending the abomination in this
country, the moral abomination of
having some 40 million people in this
country without health insurance.

But I am still going to oppose this
bill despite all of those features be-
cause someone, I believe, has to stand
for the institutional need to present
budgets in a forthright way.

Three years ago, when the executive
and legislative branches of Govern-
ment agreed on a budget deal, I called
it a public lie. I said, if it was not a
public lie, it was at least a giant public
fib, because it was promising that Con-
gress would live by spending levels
that, in fact, it would never live by.
And history has demonstrated that to
be correct.

Last year, Congress spent $35 billion
more than that budget agreement pro-
vided; and this year it is spending
much more than that before the limits.
Some of that spending is outrageous,
and some of it is perfectly defensible.

I do not so much object to some of
that spending as I object to the fact
that the Congress, in my view, is sim-
ply lying about it and pretending that
it is not taking place. That, I think, is
an even more fundamental problem.

It is clear to me that, in the end,
after all of their initial efforts to cut
all of the priorities that the President
has been fighting for, it is clear that
the Republican majority in this House,
in order to get out of town, was willing
to give the President virtually every-
thing he asked for in spending so long
as we would adopt accounting fictions
that would hide what, in fact, we were
doing. And that is the honest truth.

So, Mr. Speaker, I will vote against
this. I understand there are many good
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things in the bill, and I am proud to
have helped negotiate some of them.
But, in the end, I believe that next
year we are going to come back here
with the budget problem being fun-
damentally worse because of the
fictions we have in this bill.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the distinguished
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BLILEY),
the chairman of our Committee on
Commerce.

(Mr. BLILEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this bill. There are a few items in
particular that I would like to high-
light from the Medicare provisions of
this bill.

First, it directs a significant amount
of new monies toward hospitals. This
includes more funds for small, rural
hospitals and for patients who receive
cancer treatments, those most in need
of assistance. Congress cannot allow
these hospitals, which serve an impor-
tant role in our communities, to close
their doors.

Additionally, we provide new monies
for the Medicare+Choice program. This
vital program gives seniors the option
to choose a private health plan instead
of remaining in the traditional Medi-
care program.

I am also proud to have strengthened
this bill by including $150 million to
pay for immunosuppressive drugs for
transplant patients. Medicare cur-
rently only covers these drugs for 36
months. Through our work in the Con-
ference Committee, however, we have
ensured that organ transplants will
have greater access to these life-saving
drugs for a longer period of time. Ac-
cess of these drugs to patients could
literally mean the difference between
life and death.

Finally, this bill dedicates more
funding for community health centers
and rural health clinics, for S–CHIP,
and also for State outreach efforts for
former welfare recipients.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong support
of the ‘‘Medicare, Medicaid and S–CHIP Bal-
ance Budget Refinement Act of 1999.’’ This
bill restores needed funds to hospitals, nursing
homes, managed care providers, and home
health agencies most seriously impacted by
changes made in the Balanced Budget Act of
1997.

The Conference Report, included in this om-
nibus bill, reflects many hours of hard work in
the House and the Senate. I want to particu-
larly commend the efforts of Members of the
Commerce Committee, Ways and Means
Committee and the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. I am pleased that we were able to
come together and craft this bill—there is
much to be proud of in the legislation.

Congress made some very important
changes to the Medicare and Medicaid pro-
grams when it passed the Balanced Budget
Act. The Medicare program was facing bank-
ruptcy and seniors’ choice of private health

plans and providers was limited. The Balanced
Budget Act changed that and helped ensure
the vitality of this program for years into the
future.

In that legislation, the Commerce Committee
also helped create the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program—otherwise known as S–
CHIP—to provide health coverage for millions
of low-income uninsured children. It was his-
toric legislation and I am very proud of it.

But in some areas we all went a little too
far. Now we are doing the right thing by going
back and refining some of the policies put into
effect by the BBA to address some of the un-
intended consequences of that legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I’m proud of the work the
Committees in both chambers put into this bill.
I know it enjoys wide bipartisan support and
deserves the support of all my colleagues.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMAS).

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding the 1
minute.

Mr. Speaker, I am here to point to
that portion of the deal that deals with
seniors and the disabled in the Medi-
care section. This would not have hap-
pened without a bipartisan, coopera-
tive effort.

I especially want to thank the staff:
Ann Marie Lynch and the majority
committee, Bill Vaughn, for his will-
ingness to maintain confidentiality as
we worked on this; the commerce staff,
especially the members of the Sub-
committee on both Ways and Means
and Commerce; chairmen of the full
committee, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ARCHER) and the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. BLILEY), who just spoke;
my friends and colleagues, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHN-
SON) and the gentleman from Louisiana
(Mr. MCCRERY), without which the con-
gressional portion would not have been
put together.

I want to thank Chris Jennings from
the White House, Nancy Ann
MinDeParle at the Health Care Financ-
ing Administration and Bonnie Wash-
ington.

Details of the Medicare measure can
be found at TND.house.gov. This lays
the groundwork for next year.

Republicans brought prevention in
Medicare in 1997. We brought refine-
ment this year. And working in a coop-
erative way, as evidenced by my friend
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN), the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. KLECZKA), and other Democrats,
we can move forward in modernizing
Medicare next year as well.

I want to thank them all. There is no
reason in the world why my colleagues
should not vote yes on this measure.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN).

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my colleague from Wisconsin
for yielding 1 minute to me.

The previous speaker said there
should be no reason to vote against
this bill. I will give my colleagues one
darn good reason why we should not

vote for this bill, because this bill con-
tains within it anti-dairy provisions
which go right to the bottom line of
the dairy farmers in the upper Mid-
west.

I really do applaud this Medicare pro-
vision. I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS),
the chairman of the Subcommittee on
Health, for including very important
Medicare language which helps south-
ern Wisconsin Medicare beneficiaries.

But what this legislation includes is
legislation that has not even passed
through the House of Representatives
or through the United States Senate
which goes right to the bottom line of
the dairy farmers in the upper Mid-
west.

Mr. Speaker, I implore my col-
leagues, let us bring this legislation
down the pike on regular order, not
tack it on this ugly Christmas tree as
a big ugly ornament.

This legislation is not fair for our
dairy farmers. This legislation takes
them and puts them at a competitive
disadvantage against all other farmers
in the country. And it revokes the free
market principles that we were elected
to protect.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN), chair-
man of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in
support of this omnibus bill. I com-
mend the House leadership, the major-
ity leader, the majority whip, in addi-
tion to the Committee on Appropria-
tions chairman, the distinguished gen-
tleman, for their untiring efforts to fi-
nalize the conference report on the
H.R. 3194 and for their willingness to
include it in certain important author-
ization measures. I also extend thanks
to House staffers Bill Inglee, Brian
Gunderson, and Susan Hirschman for
their diligent efforts on our behalf.

In particular, this package includes
the authorization for the important
U.N. reform and arrears payment pack-
age as well as other significant pro-
grams, such as the 5-year authorization
for a greatly enhanced embassy secu-
rity program to protect American per-
sonnel and facilities abroad and a 10-
year authorization for Radio Free Asia.

The legislative vehicle by which this
is accomplished is the inclusion of H.R.
3427, introduced by the distinguished
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) of the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Operations and Human
Rights; the gentlewoman from Georgia
(Ms. MCKINNEY), the ranking Democrat
on that subcommittee; and the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. GEJDEN-
SON), the committee’s ranking member;
and myself.

H.R. 3427 reflects the House and Sen-
ate agreements that were reached on
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H.R. 2415 and S. 886, the Senate amend-
ments to H.R. 2415. This compromise
measure also accommodates numerous
requests of the administration. The
House Committee on International Re-
lations worked diligently to produce a
bipartisan bill in concert with our col-
leagues on the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee.

I thank the leadership of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and I urge
my colleagues to fully support this om-
nibus measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANSEN). The gentleman from Florida
(Mr. YOUNG) has 9 minutes remaining,
and the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) has 81⁄2 minutes remaining.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN).

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding
me the time and for his leadership on
the issue that he and I are joined to-
gether on, and that is dairy.

I must reluctantly urge my col-
leagues to vote against this bill today

because of the dairy provisions that it
contains.

It is real important to understand
what has not happened today with the
inclusion of these provisions. We have
not done one thing to help dairy farm-
ers in this Nation. We have not ad-
dressed the fact that most of the dairy
farmers that we are losing in this Na-
tion we are losing in the upper Mid-
west. In my home State, we are losing
five each and every single day.

We have not addressed the fact that
many of the Nation’s largest co-ops are
gouging our dairy farmers, under-
paying them. And we have not taken
one step away from the Soviet style
dairy system that has ruled this coun-
try since 1937.

Because of what this bill does not do
in dairy, I must reluctantly urge a no
vote.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. WALSH), the very distin-
guished chairman of our Subcommittee
on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, congratu-
lations to the chairman. We did it. We

balanced the budget, as we said we
would. We cut the national debt by
over $100 billion with this budget, as we
said we would. And we did it without
touching the Social Security trust fund
for the first time in this half century.

Remember back in his State of the
Union address, the President promised
to spend 38 percent of the Social Secu-
rity trust fund for the surplus for So-
cial Security. We said, no, Mr. Presi-
dent, we want 100 percent of that sur-
plus. And that is what we did. We gave
our troops in the field a good solid pay
raise, and they deserve it.

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, on dairy, it
would be terribly wrong for us to harm
75 percent of the farmers, the dairy
farmers in this country by supporting
the Glickman-Clinton dairy proposal.
It is wrong for the country. The Con-
gress is on record opposing that legisla-
tion.

What is in this bill was supported by
380 Members of the Congress. This is
good legislation. I urge my colleagues
to support it.

N O T I C E

Incomplete record of House proceedings. Except for concluding business which follows,
today’s House proceedings will be continued in the next issue of the Record.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to:
Mrs. CAPPS (at the request of Mr.

GEPHARDT) for today and the balance of
the week on account of family illness.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED
By unanimous consent, permission to

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut, for 5

minutes, today.
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, for 5 minutes,

today.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. BARTON of Texas) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. LEACH, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BARTON of Texas, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mrs. MYRICK, for 5 minutes, today.
f

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED
The SPEAKER announced his signa-

ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 278. An act to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain lands to the coun-
ty of Rio Arriba, New Mexico.

S. 382. An act to establish the Minuteman
Missile National Historic Site in the State of
South Dakota, and for other purposes.

S. 1235. An act to amend part G of title I of
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 to allow railroad police officers to
attend the Federal Bureau of Investigation
National Academy for law enforcement
training.

S. 1398. An act to clarify certain bound-
aries on maps relating to the Coastal Barrier
Resources System.

f

JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported
that that committee did on this day
present to the President, for his ap-
proval, a joint resolution of the House
of the following title:

H.J. Res. 83. A joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2000, and for other purposes.

f

ADJOURNMENT
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.

Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 p.m.), under its previous
order, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, November 19, 1999, at
noon.
f

OATH OF OFFICE OF MEMBERS,
RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, AND
DELEGATES
The oath of office required by the

sixth article of the Constitution of the

United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

‘‘I AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.’’

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 106th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

JOE BACA, Forty-second, California.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5439. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Dairy Programs, Agricultural Mar-
keting Service, transmitting the Service’s
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