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million people, including our great
grandparents.
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People died by the millions, and they
were piled at the village edge like cord
wood. According to Stalin’s commands
and the law that was enacted in 1932,
Party activists confiscated grain from
peasant households. Any man, woman,
or child either could be, and often was,
executed for taking a handful of grain
from a collective farm field or was pun-
ished by 10 years of hard labor.

Gangs of Communist Party activists
conducted house-to-house searches,
tearing up floors and delving into wells
in search of grain. Those who were al-
ready swollen from malnutrition were
not allowed to keep their grain, and
those who were not starving were sus-
pected of hoarding food. An average
peasant family of five had about five
pounds of grain a month to last until
the next harvest.

Lacking bread, peasants ate pets,
rats, bark, leaves, and garbage from
the well-provisioned kitchens of Party
members. There were occurrences of
cannibalism. People dug in the frozen
ground with their raw hands to find
even an onion for soup. But many vil-
lages died out, in spite of the fact that
party activists continued confiscating
grain.

The unprecedented calamity came in
the winter and spring of 1933, before a
new harvest could be gathered, when
the world population was left without
any means of sustenance and authori-
ties did not organize any supplies for
the villages. Some villages in the re-
gions of Poltava, Kharkiv, and Kyiv
were completely deserted by the spring
of 1933.

When the casualties of collectiviza-
tion, famine, the purges of the 1930s,
and the nearly 6 million who died dur-
ing World War II are combined, it is es-
timated that more than half the male
and one quarter of the female popu-
lation of the Ukraine perished. Along
with these people, the achievements,
lessons, and hopes that one generation
communicates to another were de-
stroyed. Under the circumstances, it
was all the more remarkable that
Ukrainian society had any strength
left for self-assertion in the postwar pe-
riod. In summing up the famine in
Ukraine, it is no exaggeration to say
that the Ukrainians’ greatest achieve-
ment during that decade and this cen-
tury has been to endure and survive.

In this sense, we must recognize the
Ukrainian famine on a yearly basis to
bring light to the tremendous sac-
rifices a people had to endure. Last
year we commemorated the 65th anni-
versary of the Ukrainian famine with a
commemorative resolution. Later this
week, on November 20, the Ukrainian
community will have an opportunity to
commemorate the fallen victims of the
famine with an ecumenical service and
program at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in
New York City. I join with the Ukrain-
ian-American community in com-

memorating this tragic period in the
world’s history, certainly in the his-
tory of Ukraine. Always remember,
never forget.

And here in America we will attempt
to tell the history of a people who
struggle even today to build a nation
where democratic reforms and freedom
are possible for millions and millions
of those who survived and those who
remember the great price that their
families paid only because they wanted
to be free.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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UNPREPAREDNESS OF U.S. ARMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TANCREDO). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, last
week, The Washington Post ran a
front-page story that said the U.S.
Army has rated 2 of its 10 divisions un-
prepared for war due to the ‘‘strain of
open-ended troop commitments in Bos-
nia, Kosovo and elsewhere.’’

This unpreparedness is the result of
spending so many billions in Kosovo,
where we made the situation many
times worse by going in than it was be-
fore we started bombing. This unpre-
paredness is the result of spending
many billions in Bosnia, where we had
U.S. troops giving rabies shots to Bos-
nian dogs and where the military’s
greatest problem was boredom of the
troops. This unpreparedness is the re-
sult of spending billions in Haiti,
where, according to The Washington
Post, we had our troops picking up gar-
bage and settling domestic disputes.
This unpreparedness is the result of
spending even now, according to the
Associated Press, $1 million a day on a
forgotten war in Iraq that is doing us
no good at all.

In fact, almost all of these foreign
misadventures, in addition to weak-
ening our military and costing U.S.
taxpayers many billions of dollars, all
of these misadventures are making new
enemies for this Nation all of the time.
Haiti, Rwanda, Somalia, Bosnia,
Kosovo, Iraq, and billions and billions
and billions of U.S. taxpayers’ money,
all spent at a time when we are still al-
most $6 trillion in debt, and all spent
where there was absolutely no threat
to U.S. national security.

In addition to these problems is the
fact that our constitution is being ig-
nored. Syndicated columnist Doug
Bandow wrote ‘‘When the U.S. at-
tacked Yugoslavia earlier this year, it
inaugurated war against another sov-
ereign state that had not attacked or
threatened America or an American

ally. The President, and the President
alone, made the decision. The constitu-
tional requirement that only Congress
shall declare war is obviously a dead
letter. Yet the administration’s embar-
rassing bungling in Kosovo illustrates
just why the Framers intended that the
decision to go be nested in the legisla-
tive.’’, according to Mr. Bandow.

He also quoted Abraham Lincoln,
who said ‘‘Kings had always been in-
volving and impoverishing their people
in wars, pretending that the good of
the people was the object.’’ Lincoln
added that the constitutional require-
ment that only Congress could declare
war came about because war was ‘‘the
most oppressive of Kingly oppressions;
and (the Framers) naturally resolved
to so frame the Constitution that no
one man should hold the power of
bringing this suppression on us.’’

James Madison wrote that ‘‘The Con-
stitution supposes, what the history of
all governments demonstrates, that
the executive is the branch of power
most interested in war and most prone
to it. It has accordingly, with studied
care, vested the question of war in the
legislature.’’

Of course very few people seem to
care that we so routinely violate our
constitution today.

The Christian Science Monitor had a
special section last year showing that
there were little wars going on in over
40 places around the world. If we try to
stop them all, we can forget about So-
cial Security, Medicare, the national
parks, and almost everything else the
Federal Government does.

Do we now go into Chechnya and stop
the Russians from killing people there?
Do we start now attacking the Alba-
nians, who have been killing the Serbs
in Kosovo now that the shoe is on the
other foot? Of course not. We only go
where CNN tells us to by whichever hot
spot they are playing up at the mo-
ment.

We need to stop turning our military
into international social workers. We
need to restore our constitutional form
of government, and we need to stop
sending troops in and bombing people
where there is no real threat to our
own national security. And we need to
stop spending so many billions of hard-
earned tax dollars in military mis-
adventures when so many families have
to have both mother and father work-
ing so that one can pay all the Federal,
State and local taxes imposed upon
them.

One other unrelated topic, Mr.
Speaker, which also shows that the
Federal Government is simply too big,
is the report just out that the wife of a
member of the other body has been
paid $2.5 million by just one company
over the last 6 months in lobbying fees.
When the Federal Government was
much smaller, no one was paid $2.5 mil-
lion for 6 months of lobbying, espe-
cially by just one company.

It seems to me that it should be
wrong for the wife of a Senator or for
any one person to be paid $2.5 million
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in just 6 months to lobby any depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment. This is the type of thing that
goes on thanks to liberals who have
made our Federal Government so big
and have given it so much money that
it is simply now out of control.
f

RETIREMENT OF SHERLYNN REID
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
at the end of the millennium we have
received and continue to receive and to
see and hear and give great attention
to the fact that we are moving into a
new era. And as we move forward, it
serves us well to look back and see
from whence we have come.

However, there are dates which are
truly beginnings or ends of eras. The
village of Oak Park celebrated such an
event November 1 of this year. After 29
years at Village Hall, at age 64,
Sherlynn Reid, a lifetime advocate of
diversity and racial balance in Oak
Park, retired as Director of Commu-
nity Relations for the Village of Oak
Park, Illinois.

Oak Park is a vital, exciting commu-
nity, home to more than 53,000 resi-
dents of different cultures, races,
ethnicities, professions, life-styles, re-
ligions, ages and incomes. Diversity is
highly prized, promoted, and nurtured
in this community; and it has played
an important role in defining the eco-
nomic, cultural, and social character of
this unique community.

Oak Park works hard to ensure a de-
sirable quality of life. Oak Park estab-
lished a Citizens Community for
Human Rights and the Community Re-
lations Commission in 1963 to assure
all residents of equal service and treat-
ment. The commission works to im-
prove intergroup relations without re-
gard for race, color, religion, national
origin, or sexual orientation. It works
to ensure good human race and com-
munity relations and reduce tensions,
and acts as a hearing panel for resolu-
tion of discrimination.

In 1968, the Village Board approved
one of the Nation’s first local fair hous-
ing ordinances, outlawing discrimina-
tion. In 1973, the Village Board ap-
proved the Oak Park Diversity State-
ment.

Sherlynn Reid started at Village Hall
as a Community Relations Representa-
tive in 1973 and became Acting Commu-
nity Relations Director in 1977. Shortly
afterwards, she was appointed Director
of Community Relations. The Commu-
nity Relations Department enforces
the Village’s Human Rights Ordinance,
the Fair Housing Policy and promotes
Oak Park’s Racial Diversity Policy.
The Department participates in block
organizing, community safety pro-
grams, conducts multi-cultural train-
ing and networks with community
agencies and groups.

Miss Reid was instrumental in cre-
ating the Committee of Tomorrow’s

Schools, the quota ordinance of 1974,
the equity assurance ordinance, and
the organization of the gang and drug
task force. She serves as volunteer in
charge of girls guidance for the John C.
Vaughan Scholarship Cotillion and is
the youth chair for the West Town’s
chapter of LINKS Incorporated, a na-
tional service organization for young
and adult women.

She has a special place in her heart
for the annual Friends of the Library
used book sale, which each year now
occupies an entire floor of the Oak
Park/River Forest High School. Village
Manager Carl Swenson said, ‘‘I can
think of no other person who has had
such a positive impact on this commu-
nity. She is irreplaceable. It is a loss
for us, but she is not leaving the com-
munity, she will still be here.’’

Reid responded with typical modesty.
‘‘I will miss it. I enjoyed my job. I may
get all the attention for what they do,
but a lot of people in the community
have added to what I have done. The
people in this community are key, and
I have enjoyed working for and with
them. I feel it is crucial the commu-
nity remain racially diverse. It is not a
one or two-person job.’’

Sherlynn Reid plans to spend more
time with her daughters and grand-
children but has promised to remain
active in the community. She intends
to finish writing two books, My Oak
Park, and another one on her family.

Sherlynn Reid leaves behind a living
legacy, a legacy of love and respect, a
legacy of struggle for equality and fair-
ness, a legacy of building unity based
on our infinite diversity, a legacy of
unlimited economic and cultural
growth and prosperity based on the
fullest participation of every resident.

Her legacy will continue to develop,
and regardless of her retirement, she
will continue to help shape the future
of her community. We congratulate
Sherlynn on the occasion of her retire-
ment, and look forward to working
with her for many more years to come
in continuing to build an outstanding
community.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
f

U.S.-CHINA WTO AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to report to my colleagues of the
good news we received just yesterday
that American and Chinese trade nego-
tiators have reached what appears to
be a very good agreement to bring
China into the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

Now, in plain English, this is a win-
win-win deal for American values and
American interests. First, it is a win
for fairness. In the world of global
trade, the United States plays by rules.
We open our market to everyone,
which is a huge benefit to America’s
consumers and businesses alike. But,
unfortunately, as we all know, every-
one else does not follow those same
rules. They do not all fall in line that
way.

Up until now, China has been at the
top of the list of those who fail to fol-
low those rules.
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But now they are agreeing to play by
the rules. Of course, we know it will
take a lot of diligence and effort to ac-
tually press the Chinese to live up to
their commitments, but this is the
only way that we can move forward.

Second, this is a win for our world-
class American workers and businesses.
Mr. Speaker, the fact is that the Chi-
nese market has largely been closed off
from foreign competition. America’s
world-class businesses, manufacturers,
high-tech companies, entertainers,
farmers, financial institutions, and on
and on and on, have never been able to
effectively compete for sales among
the 1.3 billion consumers in China.

Now, of course, we need a reality
check here. Let us not live under some
illusion that China is the key to the fu-
ture of the world economy. But let us
also agree that China is an important
emerging economy in the key Asian-
Pacific region. Business leaders across
the globe and in every part of America
know that being shut out of China, es-
pecially as China opens up to the
world, would be a huge mistake. We fi-
nally have a deal to get our guys on to
the playing field so that we, as Ameri-
cans, can compete.

And guess what? I am very confident,
Mr. Speaker, that our guys will win
most of the time, because America’s
businesses and America’s workers are
the most competitive and the most ef-
ficient on the face of the Earth.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this is a win
for American values inside China, val-
ues like the rule of law and personal
freedom. Again, let us not lose sight of
reality. There is a lot wrong with how
the Chinese government does business.
We all know about that, and we all
decry that. Just like it has not fol-
lowed the rules of international trade
and business, it has also failed to fol-
low the rules of fundamental human
rights and freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that this trade
deal, which will bolster the rule of law
in Chinese business and trade dealings,
will move individual rights forward in
China.

I was especially pleased that Martin
Lee, the leading advocate of democracy
for the Chinese people, based in Hong
Kong, supports bringing China into the
world trade system of rules and laws
for this reason. That is certainly a very
good and positive sign.
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