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and not just bringing something up on
the suspension calendar.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, | would just
like to say that | welcome the support
of our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle in resisting any increase at
all in Federal taxes whatsoever, and |
hope that they will pass that message
on to the President, who has not appar-
ently come to the same conclusion. He
obviously does have a considerable say
in this budget process as well as the
Republican majority does, and | would
simply remind my colleagues that at a
time when there is already record high
level of government spending, record
high level of Federal taxes and unprec-
edented surpluses it would be uncon-
scionable to consider taking even more
income away from the American people
who earn it, and that is what this reso-
lution is all about. It is very simple. It
simply says:

There should be no increase in Fed-
eral taxes in order to fund additional
government spending.

I urge my colleagues to send this
clear message to the President: No tax
increases, restrain spending.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gressional Resolution is stupid. It is a
truly a type of ‘“‘con’”—designed to
make a political statement without
any real thought for the future.

Between now and 2030, the number of
Americans on Medicare will double,
from 39 million to about 80 million.
How will we pay for the retirement and
health of the Baby Boomers.

We can cut benefits in half as the
number of enrollees doubles, thus hold-
ing spending fairly steady. But that
would mean just transferring costs to
people in their old age and when they
are sick.

We can cut what we pay doctors and
hospitals in half, but who would then
provide quality care to seniors?

Or we could consider some tax
creases.

Actually, to save Medicare will take
a combination of the three options I
have just listed.

To pass a Resolution like this to take
one of those options off the table. Do
we really want to do that? Instead of
having an intelligent debate on how to
provide for our citizens in the future,
this Congress is just passing solgans—
solgans which if taken literally would
destroy our ability to meet the future
needs of the Nation.

That’s why I’'m voting ‘‘no’’ today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KOLBE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. HAYWORTH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 208.

The question was taken.

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the

in-
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Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

REAUTHORIZATION OF JUNIOR
DUCK STAMP CONSERVATION
AND DESIGN PROGRAM ACT OF
1994

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2496) to reauthorize the Junior
Duck Stamp Conservation and Design
Program Act of 1994, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2496

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF JUNIOR DUCK
STAMP CONSERVATION AND DESIGN
PROGRAM ACT OF 1994,

Section 5 of the Junior Duck Stamp Conserva-
tion and Design Program Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C.
719c) is amended by striking ‘‘for each of the fis-
cal years 1995 through 2000’ and inserting ‘‘for
each of the fiscal years 2001 through 2005".

SEC. 2. EXPANSION OF PROGRAM TO INSULAR
AREAS.

The Junior Duck Stamp Conservation and De-
sign Program Act of 1994 is amended—

(1) in section 2(c) (16 U.S.C. 719(c)) by striking
‘50 States’” each place it appears and inserting
‘‘States’’;

(2) by redesignating section 5 (16 U.S.C. 719c),
as amended by section 1 of this Act, as section
6; and

(3) by inserting after section 4 the following:
“SEC. 5. DEFINITION OF STATE.

“For the purposes of this Act, the term ‘State’
includes the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, American
Samoa, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and any
other territory or possession of the United
States.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2496.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

I am pleased that we are considering
H.R. 2496, a bill introduced by our
friend and colleague from Texas (Mr.
ORTIZ). This measure will reauthorize
the very popular Junior Duck Stamp
Conservation and Design Program Act.
This innovative program allows thou-
sands of children from kindergarten to
high school to participate in a nation-
wide wildlife art contest. It also pro-
vides students with a broad exposure to
migratory water fowl and encourages
activities to motivate students to take
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an active role in conserving these spe-
cies.

In 1998, 42,337 students participated in
this nationwide art contest. The first
place national winner received a $2,500
scholarship, and his winning design ap-
peared in the Federal Junior Duck
Stamp for that year. This legislation
does not make any major changes to
the underlying law. It simply extends
the authorization of appropriations,
which is $250,000 for an additional 5
years. By doing so the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service will continue to li-
cense and market junior duck stamps
and use stamp proceeds to support con-
servation, education and hopefully to
expand the junior duck stamp design
competition to hundreds of additional
students.

At our full committee markup the
gentleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) offered an amendment
to expand the coverage of this program
to include American Samoa, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam and the
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands. | strongly sup-
port his amendment and hope that
thousands of additional students from
places like Tom’s River to Pago Pago
will have an opportunity to win this
art contest in the future.

I urge an aye vote.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I am extremely pleased that this legis-
lation has now been brought before the
floor for consideration, and | certainly
want to commend my good friend, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SAXTON), the chairman of our Sub-
committee on Fisheries and Oceans, for
his leadership and for bringing this leg-
islation for the Members’ consider-
ation.

Mr. Speaker, the Junior Duck Stamp
Program has matured over a relatively
short period of time into a valued con-
servation and education program that
is enjoyed by thousands of school-
children nationwide. Merging conserva-
tion education with the arts has proven
to be an effective strategy to increase
knowledge and appreciation of migra-
tory bird and their habitat within our
schools. The Junior Duck Stamp Pro-
gram has enhanced public awareness of
the critical need to protect and pre-
serve our Nation’s diverse waterfowl
and their essential wetland habitats.
Moreover, this innovative program has
helped promote a conservation ethic
among America’s young people which
will be absolutely critical to ensure
healthy wildlife and a healthy environ-
ment in the future.

Mr. Speaker, an added benefit to the
Junior Duck Stamp Program has been
that it has also extended appreciation
for wildlife and wetlands far beyond
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the classroom to the public at large
through literally hundreds of annual
art contests and exhibitions of art
work at State fairs, wildlife refuges,
museums and educational conferences.
From the southern bayous of Louisiana
to the prairie potholes of North Dakota
to the tidal marshes along the Pacific
Coast such public exposure has at-
tracted and informed thousands of peo-
ple annually who might otherwise re-
main unenlightened about the need to
protect and conserve the wildlife and
wetlands we enjoy today.

Mr. Speaker, | do commend the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ) for his
introduction of this legislation. | espe-
cially appreciate his support and again
the support of our chairman the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON)
in working with us to expand the eligi-
bility of this program to now include
the insular areas as well as the District
of Columbia.

This is a noncontroversial bill that
deserves the support of this House, and
I do strongly urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Before | yield back the balance of my
time | would like to just make note
that our good friend is back in the
reader’s chair. Mr. Paul Hayes is back
with us today for the first time, and |
know that all of my colleagues will
want to join with me saying how
pleased we are to have him back and
that he has recovered from a little
bump that he had awhile back, and we
are delighted that he is with us today.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 5 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ), the
sponsor and the author of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to thank the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. SAXTON), my good friend the
chairman of the subcommittee, and the
ranking member of the committee for
their leadership, for being able to pass
this in the subcommittee, bringing it
to the full committee and onto the
floor, and today | rise in support of
H.R. 2496, the Junior Duck Stamp Con-
servation and Design Program Act.
This is a noncontroversial program
that increases the capacity for schools,
States and other institutions to con-
duct wildlife conservation and edu-
cation programs.
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I had the honor of sponsoring the
Junior Duck Stamp Conservation and
Design Program Act back in the 103rd
Congress when | was a subcommittee
chairman of the Committee on Mer-
chant Marine and Fisheries. The pur-
pose of the program, then and now, is
to provide elementary and secondary
school students with educational op-
portunities in the conservation and
management of migratory birds. The
program supplements our schools by
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offering an educational component to
conduct conservation programs.

As economic and population growth
continues and increasingly affects our
environment and natural resources, we
have to work harder to find ways to
preserve both our world and our stand-
ard of living.

Solutions to this challenge, like any
challenge, begin with knowledge and
understanding, and that begins with
education. This is why so many people
have embraced educational methods,
such as the Junior Duck Stamp Pro-
gram. This program teaches grade
school students appreciation for envi-
ronmental science and habitat con-
servation, while rewarding their hard
work and effort with support for con-
tinuing education.

This is a great tool to help educate
students who have not had the oppor-
tunity many of us have had to spend
time with nature and to develop appre-
ciation of our resources and their man-
agement.

Mr. Speaker, at this time | would
like to tell my friends that over 400,000
students are involved in this program;
and, again, | would like to thank the
chairman and the ranking member, and
I ask my friends to support this bill.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
| have no further requests for time, and
| yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | would just like to
take one moment to congratulate the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ) for
his great effort in bringing this bill to
the floor and for making it possible for
us to reauthorize this program. It is
certainly, as | said before, a very
worthwhile program, and | congratu-
late the gentleman from Texas for his
forethought in bringing it to us.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KOLBE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2496, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

RONGELAP RESETTLEMENT ACT
OF 1999

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2970) to prescribe certain terms
for the resettlement of the people of
Rongelap Atoll due to conditions cre-
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ated at Rongelap during United States
administration of the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2970

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Rongelap
Resettlement Act of 1999,

SEC. 2. RONGELAP RESETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.

The ‘““Agreement Regarding United States
Assistance in the Resettlement of Rongelap
Concluded Between the United States De-
partment of the Interior and Rongelap Atoll
Local Government’”, accepted by the Sec-
retary of the Interior on behalf of the Presi-
dent on September 19, 1996, as amended, shall
continue in effect: Provided, That the author-
ity to make disbursements pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of such Agreement is extended for a
period of 10 years after the existing author-
ity terminates and that all such disburse-
ments are—

(1) subject to the percentum limitation set
forth in the Agreement;

(2) used by the Rongelap Atoll local gov-
ernment to manage and support community
reunification, recovery, and mobilization for
resettlement, and other activities associated
with and in support of resettlement for the
dislocated populations at Majuro, Ebeye,
Mejatto, and elsewhere in the Marshall Is-
lands; and

(3) subject to the disapproval of the Sec-
retary based upon a determination that a
particular use of funds does not effectively
contribute to resettlement or address condi-
tions of dislocation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the gen-
tleman from Guam (Mr. UNDERWOOD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2970.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Rongelap Atoll is one of
four atolls which were contaminated
by high-level radiation from nuclear
testing during the time the islands
were administered as a trust territory
by the United States. The people of
Rongelap were first forced to leave
their home in 1954. Since that time,
they have returned to reside in
Rongelap based on incorrect assurances
that the islands were safe.

Now, after independent, scientific
studies confirmed by the Department
of Energy and the National Academy of
Science, a federally funded resettle-
ment plan is being implemented with
the full involvement and consent of the
Rongelap community. In 1996, Congress
provided trust funds for the implemen-
tation of this plan for the resettlement



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-21T11:13:35-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




