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Ms. Nagel is also a former president and

board member of the Women’s Club of Asbury
Park and a Girl Scouts camp counselor. She
and her husband, William Nagel, live in Mid-
dletown and have three children.

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in thanking Terry Nagel
for her work on behalf of our democratic elec-
toral system. She has helped create a better
life for New Jerseyans, our children and our
grandchildren.
f

HONORING VICTOR V. SCUDIERY

HON. RUSH D. HOLT
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to call
the attention of my colleagues to a great hu-
manitarian from central New Jersey, Victor V.
Scudiery.

Born and raised in Newark, NJ, Victor grad-
uated from Seton Hall University, then served
his nation in the U.S. Army on both active and
reserve duty.

In addition to his duties as president of
Interstate Electronics, which is located at Air-
port Plaza in Hazlet, he can be found six or
seven days a week at his corporate offices
where he oversees the duties of several other
business ventures located throughout the
State and in Florida.

In addition to his civic activities, he has al-
ways found time for other worthwhile causes.
Victor is a tireless advocate for numerous
charities, particularly for our State’s oldest citi-
zens, where he serves on the board of seven
organizations.

Mr. Scudiery is the chairman of the
Bayshore Senior Day Center board of advi-
sors. This organization is the lifeline to many
area senior citizens, providing meals, compan-
ionship, and daily activities as an outlet for
their loneliness.

As chairman of the Buck Smith Memorial
Foundation, he has overseen the granting of
scholarships to deserving students.

The Bayshore Hospital Health Care Center
selected Victor as chairman of the Board of
Trustees. His duties include acquisition of land
and construction facilities for use in the health
care field. Plans are well underway in the con-
struction of a 75-unit assisted living facility.

His devotion to these and many other worth-
while organizations has been recognized by
countless honors by civic and charitable orga-
nizations throughout the State for his devotion
to them.

Browsing through his office you can find
honors from such organizations as the
Bayshore Senior Center, Brookdale College,
Knights of Columbus, Society of St. Anthony
of Padua, NAACP, numerous townships, and
political organizations to name a few. Yet he
is too humble to ever acknowledge the impact
his contribution has made on these clubs and
organizations.

However, the pride of his life is his beautiful
and talented daughter, Vici.

Mr. Speaker, Victor Scudiery is an amazing
man who sets an example of hard work, com-
munity involvement, and dedication that all of
us can take a lesson from. I hope all of my
colleagues in the House will join in recognizing
Mr. Scudiery.

NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS
MEMORIAL DAY RESOLUTION

HON. JOEL HEFLEY
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
introduce today a resolution to honor the sac-
rifice and commitment of the men and women
who have lost their lives while serving as law
enforcement officers. This resolution, which is
cosponsored by over 130 of my colleagues,
expresses the gratitude of the House of Rep-
resentatives for the work peace officers per-
form and honors peace officers who have
been killed in the line of duty.

We have all been affected by the tragic and
senseless deaths of peace officers around the
country. Unfortunately, there are few commu-
nities in the United States that have not been
impacted by the meaningless death of a
peace officer. Our own Capitol community was
shocked and saddened last year by the tragic
shooting of Capitol Police Officer Jacob Chest-
nut and Special Agent John Gibson. Each of
these officers provided unparalleled protection
to citizens throughout the United States.

As Members of Congress, we recognize and
honor the protection, safety and public service
these officers provided on a daily basis. These
officers will be further honored this Saturday
when peace officers from around the country
travel to Washington for a day of commemora-
tion and honor for fellow officers slain in the
line of duty. The National Peace Officers Me-
morial Day serves as a solemn reminder of
the sacrifice and commitment to safety that
these men and women make on our behalf.

Law-enforcement officers face unprece-
dented risks while bravely protecting our com-
munities and our freedoms. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in expressing our appre-
ciation to all peace officers and paying tribute
to those slain in the line of duty and to their
surviving families.
f

TRIBUTE TO TEACHING FELLOWS
FROM RICHMOND COUNTY, NC

HON. ROBIN HAYES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
to congratulate six Richmond County Senior
High students who are among the 1999 recipi-
ents of the North Carolina Teaching Fellows
scholarships. Each Fellow receives a $26,000
scholarship loan from the state of North Caro-
lina.

The full loan is forgiven after the recipient
has completed four years of teaching in North
Carolina public schools.

In addition, all Fellows take part in summer
and academic summer enrichment programs
during their college careers.

The Teaching Fellows Scholarship program
was created by the North Carolina General
Assembly in 1986 and has become one of the
top teacher recruiting programs in the country.

This innovative program attracts talented
high school seniors to become public school
teachers. This is a commonsense, state-based
program that will help encourage our best and

brightest to come back to their communities to
teach.

The 1999 recipients from Richmond County,
NC, are James Haltom, Kristen McDonald,
Shana McLaughlin, Matthew Pence, Patience
Whitehead, and Melissa Allen.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate these
individuals for the courage and desire to enter
the teaching profession.
f

TRIBUTE TO DEE THOMAS

HON. KAREN L. THURMAN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mrs. THURMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Delores L. ‘‘Dee’’ Thomas, a suc-
cessful businesswoman in my district who this
month became the first woman to chair the
national ESOP Association.

The association is made up of twenty-one
hundred members representing nearly one
million employee business owners across the
country who participate in an Employee Stock
Ownership Plan, known as an ESOP.

Ms. Thomas is well prepared for this leader-
ship position. She cofounded a company 30
years ago that is still operating successfully
today in New Port Richey and Sebring, FL.

The company, called Ewing & Thomas, is
the only physical therapy company in the
country that is 100 percent employee owned
through an Employee Stock Ownership Plan.

Ms. Thomas is a true advocate of ESOP
companies. She testified before the full Ways
and Means Committee in March about the
many benefits of these type of employee-
owned businesses. She said, ‘‘We believe that
significant employee ownership does improve
performance of a corporation, and just as im-
portant does maximize human potential and
self-dignity of all employees as they share in
the wealth they help to create.’’

She cites her company as proof.
At Ewing & Thomas, where she is vice-

president, employee owners are represented
on all levels of the board of directors and par-
ticipate in the company’s decision making. In
her testimony, Ms. Thomas said, ‘‘Each day
incredible unselfish acts are performed by this
group of employee owners.’’

Ms. Thomas may have given away some
control and power when she decided to con-
vert her business to employee ownership. But
in return, she gained more than she ever
though possible. The company’s stock price
and annual sales are way up, and the employ-
ees genuinely care about the company’s fu-
ture.

Ms. Thomas is an American success story.
Through compassion, caring and of course
hard work, she’s moving up in the business
world. But she’s holding on to her principles
and giving a hand up to those around her.
That’s her way. I also believe that’s the Amer-
ican way.

Today, I’m not simply paying tribute to a
friend and a constituent. I’m honoring a spe-
cial woman who is committed to fairness and
high performance. And I’m confident in this
new leadership role, she will help more em-
ployee owners achieve their dreams and pros-
per. That too is her way. Mr. Speaker, distin-
guished colleagues, please join me in paying
tribute to Ms. Dee Thomas, chair of the na-
tional ESOP Association.
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JESUS GALVEZ INSTALLED AS

POSTMASTER

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would

like to congratulate Jesus Galvez who will be
honorably installed as Postmaster of Miami.

In 1984, Jesus joined the postal service as
a letter carrier. Embodying the definition of
dedication, hard work and service to his com-
munity, he was quickly promoted to Acting Su-
pervisor, Supervisor of Mails and Delivery and
Supervisor of Customer Service. Jesus was
soon appointed to the position of Officer in
Charge of Miami, Florida where he continued
to serve South Floridians by utilizing his tal-
ents and abilities to fulfill and supercede his
duties. His outstanding character and extraor-
dinary effort enabled him to be the recipient of
many prestigious awards, including VP Ac-
complishments for two years in a row, the UP
Award, the Achievement Award, the Leader-
ship Award and the Exceptional Individual Per-
formance Award.

On May 14th, Jesus will be joined by his
wife, Marlene, sons, Christopher and Michael,
mother, Clara Fernandez and brother, Jose
Galvez to be prestigiously installed as Post-
master. His commitment to excellence and ex-
traordinary leadership will ensure his resound-
ing success as Postmaster of Miami.
f

A TRIBUTE TO AILEEN DININO

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Mrs. Aileen DiNino of
North Miami, who has contributed so much to
the cultural atmosphere of Florida in the 48
years which she has devoted to the teaching
of music in our state. Mrs. DiNino, nearly 84,
works with the junior string development of the
Miami Youth Symphony, volunteers at public
schools, has dozens of private students, and
plays at her church, as well.

The future Mrs. DiNino first took piano les-
sons when she was seven years old. Her first
music teachers were nuns in Wisconsin,
where she grew up and sometimes accom-
panied her grandfather’s fiddle in a duet.
When she was 14, Aileen DiNino began study-
ing the violin as she entered the convent. She
taught children at an Indian reservation while
still a teenager. At age 21, she took her vows
as a nun with the Franciscans of Perpetual
Adoration. She left the order decades later,
upon the demise of the health of both her
mother and herself.

In Minnesota, Mrs. DiNino met her future
husband, Frank, who also was a musician and
who had been a member of General
Pershing’s band. After marriage, the couple
moved to South Florida, where Mrs. DiNino
became a professor at Miami-Dade Commu-
nity College.

Today, as ever, Mrs. DiNino encourages
here proteges to give their very best to their
music. It is indeed a privilege to recognize the
dedication of such an outstanding Florida cit-
izen as Mrs. Aileen DiNino.

ADDRESS OF MR. BENJAMIN MEED
AT THE NATIONAL CIVIC COM-
MEMORATION OF THE DAYS OF
REMEMBRANCE

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
April 13, Members of Congress joined with
representatives of the diplomatic corps, execu-
tive and judicial branch officials, and Holo-
caust survivors and their families to com-
memorate the National Days of Remembrance
in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol.

The ceremony coincided with the 60th anni-
versary of the voyage of the SS St. Louis,
which set sail from Germany in April 1939,
carrying more than 900 Jews away from Nazi
terror. Denied entry to both Cuba and the
United States, the St. Louis was forced to
send its frightened passengers back to Europe
just months before the onset of World War II.
Many of them were eventually murdered in
Auschwitz, Treblinka, and the other death
camps of Hitler’s Holocaust.

The tragic fate of the SS St. Louis remains
a symbol to all of us who believe that society
must never close its eyes to the victims of
genocide, torture, and other gross violations of
human rights and international law. Had the
United States government not ignored the
plight of the St. Louis refugees sixty years
ago, had it substituted compassion and empa-
thy for bureaucracy and rigidity, the children of
that ship might still be alive today.

While we cannot rectify the wrongs of gen-
erations ago, we can apply the lesson of the
St. Louis to the crises of today. In the Europe
of 1999, innocent civilians are once again
being deported, abused, raped and murdered.
While the scale of Serbian atrocities in Kosovo
does not approach the enormity of the Holo-
caust, the precedent that would be set by ig-
noring this ethnic cleansing cannot be toler-
ated. As Benjamin Meed, one of America’s
most prominent Holocaust survivors, noted at
the Days of Remembrance ceremony: ‘‘All of
us must remain vigilant—always aware, al-
ways on guard against those who are deter-
mined to destroy innocent life for no other rea-
son than birthright.’’

Benjamin Meed was born in Warsaw, Po-
land. He worked as a slave laborer for the
Nazis, survived in the Warsaw Ghetto, and
was an active member of the Warsaw Under-
ground with his wife, Vladka. A member of the
United States Holocaust Memorial Council
since its inception, he chairs the Museum’s
Days of Remembrance Committee. He is
President of the American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors and a leader of a number
of other organizations. Mr. Meed founded the
Benjamin and Vladka Meed Registry of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors permanently housed at
the United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the full text of Mr.
Meed’s Days of Remembrance address to be
placed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD:

REFUGE DENIED: THE VOYAGE OF THE SS St.
Louis

Members of the diplomatic corps, distin-
guished members of the United States Sen-
ate and House of Representatives, members
of the United States Holocaust Memorial

Council, distinguished guests, fellow sur-
vivors and dear friends,

Welcome to the 20th national Days of
Rememberance commemoration.

For at least a decade, the magnificent flags
that surround us now have been part of our
annual observance here in the nation’s Cap-
itol. Every time the American flag and the
flags of the United States Army that liber-
ated the concentration camps are brought
into this hall for this commemoration, a spe-
cial pride as an American citizen sweeps over
me, as I am sure it must for all Holocaust
survivors. These pieces of red, white and blue
cloth were the symbols of freedom and hope
for those of us caught in the machinery of
death. Discovery of the Nazi German con-
centration camps by the Allied armies began
the process that restored our lives. Although
we have many dates this month to remem-
ber, we recall with special gratitude the date
of April 11, 1945, when American troops, in
their march to end the war in Europe came
across the Buchenwald concentration camp.
We will always remain grateful to the sol-
diers for their bravery, kindness and gen-
erosity. We will always remember those
young soldiers who sacrificed their lives to
bring us to liberty.

Many revelations over the last half-cen-
tury have unveiled the Holocaust as a story
of massive destruction and loss. It has been
shown to be a story of an apathetic world—
a world full of callous dispassion and moral
insensitivity with a few individual excep-
tions. But more, it has been shown to be a
tale of victory—victory of the human spirit,
of extraordinary courage and of remarkable
endurance. It is the story of a life that flour-
ished before the Shoah, that struggled
throughout its darkest hours, and that ulti-
mately prevailed.

After the Holocaust, as we rebuilt our
lives, we also built a nation—the State of
Israel. This was our answer to death and de-
struction—new life, both family and national
life—and Remembrance. Minister Ben David,
please convey to the people of Israel our soli-
darity with them as they, too. Remember on
this Yom Hashoah.

Today, our thoughts turn back sixty years.
On May 13, 1939, the SS St. Louis sailed from
Hamburg bound for Cuba with more than
nine hundred passengers, most of them Jews
fleeing Nazism. For these passengers it was a
desperate bid for freedom that was doomed
before it began. Politics, profit and public
opinion were permitted to overshadow mo-
rality, compassion and common sense. It is
so painful now to realize that not only Cuba
but our own beloved country closed their
doors and hearts to these People of the Book
who could see the lights of Miami from the
decks of the ship but were not permitted to
disembark. This group of over nine hundred
could have been saved, but instead the voy-
age became a round-trip passage to hell for
many of them. Less than three months after
the St. Louis docked at Antwerp, the world
was at war. And, in less than three years, the
‘‘Final Solution of the Jewish Problem’’ in
Europe was fully operational.

Could this happened today? Hopefully, not.
But we—all of us—must be vigilant—ever
mindful that once such a course of destruc-
tion of a people has been chartered, it can be
followed again, and again, and again.

And what lessons did we derive from these
horrible experiences? The most important
lesson is obvious—it can happen again. The
impossible is possible again. Ethnic cleans-
ing, a genocide, is happening as I speak. It
can happen to any one or to any group of
people.

Should there be another Holocaust, it may
be on a cosmic scale. How can we prevent it?
All of us must remain vigilant—always
aware, always on guard against those who
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