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benefit to individuals that businesses already
enjoy.

I urge my colleagues to support the Working
Americans Wage Restoration Act.
f
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OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mr. Patrick Sweeney for 35 years of
public service.

Mr. Sweeney began his career as a legis-
lator in 1967 in the Ohio House of Represent-
atives. In 1974 he was elected Assistant Ma-
jority Leader. Four years later he was elected
as chair of the Education Section and as Vice
Chairman of the House Finance and Appro-
priations Committee. In 1984, Mr. Sweeney
was named Majority Whip. He later served as
Minority Leader of the Ohio House where he
left in 1996 to serve as State Senator of the
23rd District. Mr. Sweeney currently serves as
an advisor and co-professor at Cleveland
State University.

Mr. Sweeney achieved many accomplish-
ments for the Cleveland area while in office.
He brought millions of state dollars home for
various projects, including the renovation of
Playhouse Square and Cleveland State Uni-
versity’s 17–18th Street Project, which in-
cluded a new law library and a new business
school building. Mr. Sweeney has also been
supportive of the arts and theaters in the
downtown area.

Patrick has been a dear friend, colleague
and mentor for many years. I have tremen-
dous respect for him as a legislator. I was
very pleased that he succeeded me as State
Senator of the 23rd District when I was elect-
ed to Congress. It gives me great pleasure to
publicly recognize the achievements of Mr.
Sweeney.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring Patrick Sweeney for his 35 years of Pub-
lic Service. He will be saluted for his achieve-
ments at a dinner by the Cuyahoga County
Democratic Party.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of Terence Freitas.
Terence was kidnapped in Colombia on Feb-
ruary 25th, and slain while working on behalf
of the rights of indigenous people. As a hu-
manitarian and environmentalist, he leaves be-
hind a legacy of activism and passion that in-
spires us all.

Terence graduated from the University of
California at Santa Cruz in 1997 with a dual
degree in biology and environmental studies.
He was a conservation biologist and policy an-
alyst, with extensive field experience in tem-
perate and tropical rainforests. While at the
University of California at Santa Cruz, Terence
was an active member of the community. He
was involved in numerous campus activities

and helped to redesign the Crown College
core course. Crown College is naming its col-
lege service award after him. In addition, an
endowment has been established in his name
to support the research of environmental stud-
ies at UCSC.

Terence also worked as an environmental
consultant, researching American Indian Law
and U.S. environmental policy. He was a long-
time advocate for indigenous people and
worked with Native American tribes while he
was a student. His passions for working with
marginalized cultures lead him in 1997, to the
U’wa people in Colombia where he and two
companions were on a mission to preserve
the culture of the U’wa Indians.

The U’wa Tribe is fighting a battle to defend
their rights and traditional territory. Ever dedi-
cated to the fight for indigenous rights, Ter-
ence willingly put aside concern for his own
safety and went to an area with one of the
highest rates of documented human rights
abuses, where violence, kidnappings and exe-
cutions are part of everyday life. No one out-
side Colombia did more for the U’wa people
than did Terence.

Terence helped to establish the U’wa De-
fense Working Group and lived life passion-
ately. His fight will be continued by fellow ac-
tivists, and Terence will be missed by all of
those whose lives he touched. The loss of his
young, vibrant life, is a tragedy for the whole
world. The global humanitarian effort has suf-
fered greatly with the passing of Terence
Freitas.
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, one of

the fundamental liberties of our country is free-
dom of religion. The right to exercise our reli-
gious beliefs free of government coercion. The
Federal Government must not force a citizen
to act against his or her religious beliefs.

Because of their strong religious convic-
tions, some Americans do not pay their taxes.
They do not pay their taxes because their reli-
gion forbids them from supporting war. Seven-
teen cents out of every tax dollar received by
the Federal Government is spent on the mili-
tary.

This military spending is inconsistent with
the religious beliefs of hundreds and thou-
sands of Americans. Because of their strong
beliefs, these people would rather disobey
their government than disobey their God or
their beliefs. As a disciple of Ghandi and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, preachings on non-
violence, I understand the difficult choice
these Americans face.

That is why I am introducing this legislation.
The Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund
would allow religious and conscientious objec-
tors to pay their taxes without violating their
religious beliefs. These taxpayers would have
their tax payments placed in the Religious
Freedom Peace Tax Fund. Money from this
fund could not be spent for military purposes.
Religious objectors would be assured that
their tax payment would not increase military
spending—that paying taxes would not violate
their religious beliefs.

The Joint Committee on Taxation has deter-
mined that the Religious Freedom and Peace
Tax Fund legislation is a slight revenue raiser.
The bill will not reduce military spending. It
simply will allow thousands more Americans to
pay their taxes in good conscience.
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Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I have
the great honor to request permission to insert
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the text of the
winning essay from Hawaii entitled ‘‘My Serv-
ice to America,’’ by Carmen M. Herlihy, in the
1998–99 VFW Voice of Democracy Scholar-
ship Competition.

MY SERVICE TO AMERICA

(By Carmen Herlihy)
It was a little over two hundred years ago

that a tremendous thing happened. Freedom
was born. The birth of the United States
Constitution was perhaps one of the most
important occurrences in our country’s his-
tory. In that mother of freedom there sprung
a child of the future, the Bill of Rights.
These 10 amendments have been the
backbone of the growth of modern society.
People have lived in the comfort of knowing
that they will always be there, for they have
always been there. But as the population
continues to grow, and differences in culture
have sprung up, perhaps the existence of the
freedom that we as citizens have taken for
granted will slowly be taken right out of our
patriotic hand.

It would be a lie to say that we live in a
country that grants us complete freedom.
After all, complete freedom would lead to
chaos. Therefore laws were created to pro-
tect the well-being of all citizens. But we are
privileged enough to live in a country that
allows us to voice our opinions freely, wor-
ship in what we choose, and defend ourselves
when necessary.

As I watch television broadcast of the un-
fortunate occurrences in places such as
Kosovo, where people as young as children
are being killed; Northern Ireland, were a 300
year old conflict has yet to solved and China
where oppression is not openly accepted, but
expected by all, I thank the spirits of our
founding fathers for their bravery and loy-
alty in the belief that a country that enables
its citizens to grow, is a country that must
be formed.

We as citizens of this great land have an
obligation to fulfill; that obligation is to live
out our reputation as being the land of op-
portunity and freedom, equality for all. It is
a journey we must make in order to continue
the tradition of freedom and basic human
rights. The first of many battles is at hand.

On November third 19 hundred and ninety
eight, a choice will have to be made by the
citizens of a small state floating in the mid-
dle of the pacific ocean. Many people will
vote on that issue without fully under-
standing the concept its carries out. To some
it means savings the idea of traditional mar-
riage, to other it means saving the constitu-
tion of the United States. Whatever the
truth may be, another issue lies beneath the
surface, one that many people would rather
overlook. It is question of freedom.

Homosexuality. A word often said beneath
ones breath. The thing about the word homo-
sexuality that always amused me was the
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fact that people were afraid to say the word,
fearing almost that was a contagious condi-
tion. It’s safe to assume that a majority of
the United States population disagrees with
‘‘Alternative’’ lifestyles. But does that mean
that it acceptable to deny a group of people
the basic human rights they are entitled to?

Have we learned nothing from the people of
segregation that our country had endured
not so long ago? There were people, such as
Martin Luther King Jr., who were brave
enough to stand up and demand the freedom
that African-Americans were entitled to.
There were the struggles women had endured
in order to gain their right to an abortion.
We live in a country that grants its citizens
basic human rights that are necessary in
order to live, freedom to be ones own person.
Should we deny those freedoms to people
who are different from ourselves? We have no
right to impose our beliefs onto other people,
nor does anyone have the right to deny the
beliefs of another. If we do so, we will only
be stepping back into our journey toward the
United States our founding fathers had envi-
sioned.

As citizens of this great country, we all
have our service to America. But the free-
dom instilled in the United States grants us
the right to chose what that is. My service to
America is to uphold the belief that all men
are created equal. My service to America is
to ensure that I will never be in the position
of oppressing another group of people. My
service to America is to inform the genera-
tion to follow of the importance of freedom.
My service to America is to never forget his-
torical struggles. My service to America is
to never forget that I live in America, the
land of the free.

Carmen M. Herlihy is a senior attending
Baldwin High School on the island of Maui.
She hopes to enter New York University this
fall to pursue a career in the theater or writing.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, in today’s
business world, maintaining a productive work-
force is a vital function. Workplace injuries se-
riously hamper the efficiency of both the em-
ployer and the employee. Workers hurt on the
job need assistance in returning to their posi-
tions and aid in preventing future injuries. Oc-
cupational therapists have long been in the
forefront of providing these vital services to
companies and their workers.

April 1 marked the beginning of Occupa-
tional Therapy Month. I would like to take this
opportunity to hail the men and women who
serve as occupational therapists, including, I
am proud to note, my own daughter.

Occupational therapists are skilled in task
analysis and ergonomics. They advise busi-
nesses on cost-effective ways to reduce the
likelihood of worker disability. Occupational
therapists work to prevent injury by modifying
work areas, teaching techniques to alleviate
physical discomfort, and developing equipment
to simplify work. As the computer becomes
more integrated in the daily lives of Ameri-
cans, the occupational therapist can advise on
how to set up a computer workstation that al-
lows healthy computing. Using the right equip-
ment and posture can prevent neck and shoul-

der pain, as well as damaging hand and arm
conditions that can result from computer over-
use. Occupational therapists improve the ef-
fectiveness and health of businesses and their
employees.

In recognition of the critical role these indi-
viduals play in supporting the American work-
force, I salute the 60,000 members of the
American Occupational Therapy Association
during their special month of April.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the renaming of the Cleveland VA
Medical Center to the Louis Stokes Cleveland
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center
and the dedication of the new parking garage.

Louis Stokes is not only a military veteran of
World War II, but he is also a veteran of near-
ly two decades of public service to the people
of Cleveland in the House of Representatives,
and a maker of history. During his time in
Congress, he was considered the dean of the
Ohio Congressional Delegation.

Louis Stokes was the first African-American
from Ohio to win a seat in Congress on No-
vember 6, 1968. He has impressed all who
have known and worked with him with his
commitment, erudition and patience. He has
been a political mentor to me, and I have
known and appreciated his abiding loyalty,
good advice and friendship for many years.

Louis Stokes is also widely respected for his
broad knowledge of veterans affairs and
health issues. It is very fitting, therefore, that
the Cleveland VA Medical Center be renamed
the Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in con-
gratulating our former colleague, Louis Stokes,
as he accepts this great honor.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to the
Rockaway Chamber of Commerce on the oc-
casion of it’s Bravest & Finest Luncheon.

The members of the Rockaway Chamber of
Commerce have long been known for their
commitment to community service and to en-
hancing the quality of life for all New York City
residents.

This luncheon is not only a festive hap-
pening, it is a chance for all of us to celebrate
and pay tribute to a group of individuals who
have dedicated their lives to protecting their
friends and neighbors. This year’s honorees
truly represent the best of what our community
has to offer.

Lieutenant Carl Trincone was appointed to
the New York City Fire Department in Sep-

tember 1982. After being promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant in 1991, he was assigned to En-
gine 264 where he continues to protect the
people of the Rockaways from harm’s way.

Firefighters 1st Grade Gregory Ruggiero,
Steven Incarnato, Brian Gallagher, and Eu-
gene Gentile are well known for their heroism
and dedication to the people of the
Rockaways. These brave men routinely place
their own lives at risk in order to protect their
friends and neighbors.

Police Officers George Von Bartheld, Jason
Gaertner, Cory Fink, Scott Rodriquez, and
Lucion Herriot have each made an exceptional
contribution towards the reduction of crime in
the Rockaways and have enhanced commu-
nity safety. In addition, the members of the
Transit Borough Queens Detective Squad,
lead by Sgt. Scott Guginsky, have helped
make our subways a safer place to travel.
Each of these officers have proved them-
selves to be valuable assets to both the Police
Department and the people of the Rockaways.

All of today’s honorees have long been
known as innovators and beacons of good will
to all those with whom they come into contact.
Through their dedicated efforts, they have
each helped to improve my constituents’ qual-
ity of life. In recognition of their many accom-
plishments on behalf of my constituents, I offer
my congratulations on their being honored by
the Rockaway Chamber of Commerce.
f
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased today to join my col-
league Congressman WICKER in introducing
legislation to extend and improve the National
Writing Project.

The knowledge and skill of a child’s teacher
is the single most important factor in the qual-
ity of his or her education. The National Writ-
ing Project is a nationwide program that works
to improve student writing abilities by improv-
ing the teaching of writing in the nation’s
schools.

The National Writing Project serves a re-
markable number of teachers and students on
an exceptionally small budget.

In academic year 1997–98, the National
Writing Project trained 181,402 teachers and
administrators nationwide through 157 writing
project sites in 46 states, Washington, DC,
and Puerto Rico. It has served two million
teachers and administrators over the last 25
years.

For every federal dollar received, the Na-
tional Writing Project raises $6.93 in matching
grants. This makes the National Writing
Project one of the most cost-effective edu-
cational programs in the country.

Furthermore, a national staff of only two
people administers the National Writing
Project. The use of limited federal funds to le-
verage large private investments is the most
efficient way to use the budgeted funds avail-
able for the greatest possible return.

The National Writing Project works. For ex-
ample, in Chicago, students of National Writ-
ing Project teachers have shown significantly
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