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charter was granted on April 24, 1849, but its
rich history goes back much farther. The area
was first an important crossroads on the well-
known Indian Trading Path which connected
villages in eastern Virginia, South Carolina,
and eastern North Carolina. This path became
an important avenue for trade and migration in
the new colony, and it helped bring Alamance
County’s first European settlers—English and
Irish Quakers, Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and
German Lutherans. Most of these settlers trav-
eled many miles from Pennsylvania and north-
ern Virginia to make Alamance County their
home, and their legacy lives on today. The
Cane Creek Meeting, established in 1751, is
the oldest active Quaker meeting in North
Carolina, and Hawfields Presbyterian Church,
established in 1755, is the oldest Presbyterian
Church in the county.

A desire for freedom has always been deep-
ly ingrained in the people of Alamance Coun-
ty. As a result of their frustration with land ten-
ure problems, inequitable taxation, and inad-
equate representation in the colonial General
Assembly, many of the county’s residents
joined the Regulator Movement—established
to protest corrupt and inefficient county courts.
The hostilities between the Regulators and the
colonial government escalated into general in-
surrection and climaxed when Royal Governor
William Tryon quelled the uprising by mus-
tering a 1,000-man militia and defeating the
Regulators on May 16, 1771 in the Battle of
Alamance. While the county’s loyalties were
split early in the American Revolution,
Alamance County played a key role in Amer-
ica’s independence. General John Butler, a
Swepsonville resident and one of our country’s
most distinguished Revolutionary War soldiers,
led patriot troops in the battle of Moore’s
Creek Bridge and was later elected Brigadier
General of the Hillsborough District. Moreover,
Pyle’s Massacre, a major American victory,
occurred in Alamance County four miles west
of the town of Graham.

Before Alamance County’s charter was
granted in 1849, the area was part of Orange
County. Residents of the section of Orange
County west of the Eno River, however, felt
removed from the county seat of Hillsborough,
and in January, 1849, one of Orange County’s
Representatives in the General Assembly in-
troduced legislation creating Alamance Coun-
ty. Separate legislation introduced at the same
time established Graham (named after Gov-
ernor William A. Graham) as the Alamance
County Seat. On April 19, 1849, the residents
of Orange County approved the creation of
Alamance County by a narrow margin, and
five days later, on April 24, 1849, Alamance
County’s Charter was granted—the event we
will celebrate next Saturday.

Since its establishment, Alamance County
has had a strong and growing economy. In
1856, the North Carolina Railroad was com-
pleted. Running from Goldsboro to Charlotte,
the railroad spurred great economic growth in
the county. Because of the efforts of Benjamin
Trollinger and Edwin M. Holt (local mill owners
and members of the railroad’s board of direc-
tors), the North Carolina Railroad was run
through the middle of Alamance County, and
the railroad’s repair and maintenance shops
were located near Graham at Company
Shops. In 1887, Company Shops’ name was
changed to Burlington which is now the coun-
ty’s largest municipality.

The presence of the railroad was also a
blessing to the county’s emerging textile in-
dustry. Within a short period, many new mills
opened, including Alamance County’s most
successful textile operation—the Alamance
Cotton Mill. Established by Edwin Michael Holt
on the site of his father’s grist mill on
Alamance Creek, Alamance Cotton Mill con-
tributed greatly to the prominence of the
southern textile industry when it became the
first mill south of the Potomac River to
produce commercially dyed cotton plaids—
known as Alamance plaids. The success of
the mill enabled the Holt family’s business to
grow and include 22 mills in Alamance County
alone. Some of these mill holdings would later
be consolidated into the multinational corpora-
tion Burlington Industries. Today, the textile in-
dustry continues to be a major source of the
county’s economic growth and stability.

Mr. Speaker, after 150 years, Alamance
County exemplifies the best attributes of a
rural county. Its people have worked hard to
develop its economy and community—all while
preserving its heritage and culture. It is a
friendly place where people still stroll the side-
walks in the evening and greet friends and
strangers with a smile. I am proud to have
Alamance County in my district, and I wish
them success and happiness for the next 150
years.
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Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce legislation that will improve the pros-
pects of every family-owned and operated
farm, ranch, and business in America. These
small family farms and businesses are the
backbone of the Texas economy, and the es-
tate tax, often called the death tax, threatens
their continued existence. It is time to end this
tax—and my bill does just that.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture esti-
mates that farmers’ and ranchers’ estates are
six times more likely to face estate taxes than
others’ estates. In my travels around the 19
counties of the First Congressional District,
evidence of the accuracy of this estimation
pours forth. At nearly every stop I make, I
hear horror stories from family members who
were forced to sell all or part of the family
farm just to pay estate taxes.

The death tax represents one percent of the
Federal tax revenues. However, the impact to
the taxpayers is far from insignificant. Not only
does this punitive tax cause financial problems
for families who are forced to sell property that
has been in the family for generations or busi-
nesses built over a lifetime, but also local
economies feel the impact as jobs disappear
and businesses close. Clearly, the social and
economic costs of the estate tax far outweigh
the revenue it provides for the federal govern-
ment.

The time has come to end this ill conceived
tax. The tax that was originally intended to
break up huge family estates now inhibits the
passage of 70 percent of family businesses

from one generation to the next. Two years
ago, we took meaningful steps to reduce the
burden of death taxes on family farms and
small businesses in the Taxpayer Relief Act of
1997. The next step is to completely eliminate
it and free families from this burden forever.
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach National Organ and Tissue Donor
Awareness Week, April 18–24, I rise today to
recognize the American Society of Transplan-
tation, an organization comprised of 1,400
transplant physicians, surgeons, and scientists
actively engaged in the research and practice
of transplantation medicine and
immunobiology and represents the majority of
professionals in the field of transplantation in
the United States. AST members play a crit-
ical role in the management of transplant pa-
tients from the onset of end-stage disease to
post-transplantation are involved in basic re-
search that translates from ‘‘bench to bed-
side,’’ improving the care of transplant pa-
tients.

The 1999 National Donor Recognition Cere-
mony, sponsored by the Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA), will kick-
off the week’s activities that will be promoting
organ and tissue donation and celebrating do-
nors. AST’s President, John F. Neylan, MD
will be a speaker at this event along with U.S.
Surgeon General, David Satcher, MD, PhD.
Similar events will be taking place around the
country next week. Organ procurement agen-
cies, transplant centers and transplant-related
organizations across the nation will sponsor
activities with a donation theme ranging from
health fairs to sporting events. Donor memo-
rial services and transplant recipient reunions
will take place to celebrate and recognize
those individuals who have given the ultimate
gift . . . ‘‘the Gift of Life.’’

As a strong supporter of medical research,
I commend the AST, headquartered in my dis-
trict, for their dedication and commitment to
research, education, advocacy and patient
care in transplantation science and medicine.
These dedicated physicians are integral mem-
bers of the ‘‘transplant team’’ and in many
cases, are the directors of their transplant pro-
gram.

Through the work of AST, the transfer of in-
formation to the transplant clinics from basic
science laboratories will lead to new scientific
advances and improvements in patient care.
Next month, AST will be holding their 18th An-
nual Scientific Meeting which will attract an
international attendance to the city of Chicago
and will feature the cutting edge science that
is opening new frontiers in transplantation
medicine and immunobiology. AST members
assist in providing the ‘‘Gift of Life’’ and I com-
mend them for their contributions to our soci-
ety’s health care.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Caring for America‘s Children Act,
in an effort to effectively stimulate the demand
for higher quality care for our Nation‘s children
while stimulatenously removing barriers and
providing resources to improve the quality of
child care in the United States.

Child care continues to be a worry for most
families as stories continue to surface about
the lack of quality child care. Moreover, re-
search has clearly demonstrated that a high-
quality child care program is one that makes
the healthy development and education of chil-
dren its first objective and strives to stimulate
the learning process of all children through de-
velopmentally appropriate activities that foster
social, emotional, and intellectual growth. In
addition, families in today‘s society are in-
creasingly required to have both parents enter
the work force. Accordingly, the demand for
quality child care is increasing as is the need
for credentialed and accredited child care pro-
viders.

Accordingly, this act will stimulate the de-
mand for higher quality child care for our Na-
tion’s children while simultaneously removing
barriers and providing resources to improve
the quality of child care in the United States.

Many of my colleagues may have read
about the tragic circumstances surrounding
the Fiedelhotz family in Florida. The
Fiedelhotz‘ son Jeremy died after only 2 hours
at a day care facility. Though this tragedy
should have never happened, it is an unfortu-
nate example of what can and may continue
to happen unless we encourage and inform all
parents about the need for accredited and
credentialed child care providers and facilities.

Caring for America’s Children Act through
the Tax Code will encourage the demand for
accredited or credentialed child care. This will
be accomplished in the following manner:
First, by increasing the amount which an em-
ployee can contribute to a dependent care as-
sistance plan if a child is in accredited or
credentialed child care; second, changing the
dependent care tax credit to allow parents to
receive a higher and more equitable depend-
ent day care credit; third providing tax benefits
for employees which provide quality child care;
fourth, extending eligibility for businesses to
take a qualified charitable deduction for the
donation of educational equipment and mate-
rials to public schools, accredited or
credentialed nonprofit child care providers;
fifth, establishing a $260 million competitive
grant program to assist States in improving
the quality of child care; sixth, expanding pub-
lic information and technical assistance serv-
ices to identify and disseminate to the public
what is important for child development in
child care; seventh, providing $50 million to
create and operate a technology-based train-
ing infrastructure to enable child care pro-
viders nationwide to receive the training, edu-
cation, and support they need to improve the
quality of child care; eighth, creating a child
care training revolving fund to enable child
care providers and child care support entities
to purchase computers, satellite dishes, and

other technological equipment which enable
them to participate in the child care training
provided on the national infrastructure; and
ninth, requiring that all Federal child care cen-
ters will have to meet all State and local li-
censing and other regulatory requirements re-
lated to the provision of child care, within 6
months of the passage of this legislation.

I want to urge all of my colleagues to review
this bill and to consponsor this important bill.
Our children are our future and we must insist
that they receive the best care possible, espe-
cially during their early development years.

Accordingly, I urge your support.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate J. Peter Kendall, mayor of Oakland,
New Jersey, and his wife, ‘‘Fran,’’ on being
chosen as the recipients of the 1999 West
Bergen Mental Healthcare’s Distinguished
Service Award. Mayor and Mrs. Kendall have
given many years of exemplary public service
to their community, both in the field of mental
health and otherwise. This honor is certainly
well deserved, and today I wish to add the
recognition of the United States House of
Representatives to that which they have re-
ceived from West Bergen Mental Healthcare.

Over the years, the Kendalls have been
strong advocates of affordable mental health
services for families in their community. To-
gether, they have been actively involved with
West Bergen Mental Healthcare in numerous
ways, contributing generously of their time and
talents.

Mrs. Kendall has adopted ‘‘doing for others’’
as a personal philosophy. She divides her
time between community service, her family
and neighbors, a great talent for art and a
never-ending interest in politics, people and
participation. In 1994, her commitment to Oak-
land was recognized when she was chosen as
the Oakland Women’s Club as Woman of the
Year. Fran has truly been a close, supportive
friend to the community and all who know her.

An awarding-winning artist, Mrs. Kendall has
been honored at numerous art shows, includ-
ing the CAA Interstate Show, the CAA Na-
tional Juried Art Show, the Urban Farms Art
Show, the Mid-Atlantic Juried Art Show and
many others. Her work ‘‘displays a highly indi-
vidualized sense of color’’ and has been fea-
tured in galleries throughout the area as well
as in numerous corporate shows and private
homes in the United States and abroad. Mrs.
Kendall is actively involved in community ac-
tivities including Oakland’s 300th anniversary,
‘‘First Night Oakland,’’ and the Bergen County
Women’s Republican Club among others.

When the New Jersey Conference of May-
ors chose Mayor Kendall as the 1998 Mayor
of the Year, they acknowledged a treasure
long recognized by the people of Oakland.
Currently serving his second four-year term as
mayor and in this 14th year of elected office
in Oakland, Mayor Kendall is a dedicated pub-
lic servant. Whether it is in the political, social,
economic or family arena, no task is too great
or too small.

Mayor Kendall has brought his successful
business experience to the benefits of Oak-
land, stabilizing taxes, reducing municipal
staff, directing improvement projects, pre-
serving open spaces and spearheading the
building of the Oakland Senior Citizens Cen-
ter. He is the chairman of the 300 anniversary
celebration, initiated the ‘‘First Night Oakland’’
event and many others. Whether he is playing
in a softball game to raise money for a sick
child, working with students at Valley Middle
School or playing Santa Claus, he is always
there to help. In every way, Mayor Kendall has
brought the people of Oakland together as a
community and family.

Mayor Kendall and I have worked together
on many local projects over the years and he
has always provided me with sound advice
and counsel, and authoritative information.

The Kendalls have lived in Oakland 22
years and have three sons—John, Mark and
Sean. John and his wife, Carla, have two
sons, Christopher and Peter, while Mark and
his wife, Rose, have three children, Biancia,
Dalton and Madisyn.

Peter and Fran Kendall are hard-working,
dedicated public servants. Their efforts to im-
prove the quality of life in their community are
exemplary. Their dedication and generosity
are known throughout Northern New Jersey.
They are true friends to all the people all the
time.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I

would like to take this opportunity to recognize
the accomplishments of the Boys Varsity Foot-
ball team and the Girls Varsity Soccer team of
Cathedral High School in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts. Their two teams demonstrated su-
perb athletic excellence and great character in
the fall season of 1998. Their exploits bring
pride and joy to the City of Springfield and the
many alumni of Cathedral High School. Their
accomplishments deserve our recognition.

The Cathedral High School Football team
has a long and proud tradition. Undefeated
seasons can be traced back to the 1930’s.
The Cathedral Football legacy includes the
first Notre Dame player to win the Heisman
Trophy, Angelo Bertelli. Mr. Bertelli was a
member of Cathedral’s 1939 undefeated
squad. Another legendary graduate is Nick
Buoniconti, a co-captain at Notre Dame and
member of the back-to-back Super Bowl
Champion Miami Dolphins of 1973-74. Mr.
Buoniconti was a member of the 1955
undefeated Cathedral Panthers.

The Cathedral Football team of 1998
capped an 11-0 season with the Western-Cen-
tral Massachusetts Super Bowl Championship.
Third year Head Coach Matt Ballard, and As-
sistants Tom Sheehan, Stefan Davis, and
Greg Gebo, led a senior-laden squad back to
the heights first reached by the likes of Bertelli
and Buoniconti. Although the 1998 team was
led by upperclassmen, Coach Ballard is look-
ing forward to the return of 27 of his Cham-
pions next year.
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