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After the Cuban revolution in 1959,
Rodriguez Santos wanted to stay in Cuba, al-
though his wife and children left in 1963. In
1967, though, after a disheatening trip to
China, he asked permission to emigrate.

‘““He was very in favor of democracy and
felt betrayed by what he felt were the excess
of the revolution,” Ms. Rodriguez Ichaso
said.

Instead of receiving permission to leave, he
was sent to a work on a tobacco farm, his
books were withdrawn from library shelves
and he was banned from the Cuban Writers
Union.

“They converted him into a nonentity, a
nonperson,” Ms. Rodriguez Ichaso said.

A year later and ailing, Rodriguez Santos
was permitted to leave Cuba and settled in
New York. In 1972, he was hired as director of
advertising for Goya Foods in Secaucus, NJ.
He retired from Goya in 1991.

Besides his daughter, he is survived by his
wife, Antonia Ichaso Rodriguez, and a son,
Leon Ichaso, of New York.

HONORING THE CONSUL GENERAL
OF JAPAN, TATSUO TANAKA

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the retiring Consul
General of Japan in Kansas City, Missouri, Mr.
Tatsuo Tanaka. He has served Japan in the
capacity of Consul General for 3 years, and
has served his country in numerous capacities
for more than thirty years. Throughout his ten-
ure, he has worked successfully toward
strengthening the bonds between the United
States and Japan. Mr. Tanaka has forged
strong ties between Missouri’s fifth district and
Japan, and his presence will be missed, al-
though | am positive that his good work will
continue.

Mr. Tanaka served in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs since 1962. He has worked in Pakistan,
Bonn, and the United States to develop Ja-
pan’s relationship with these countries. Mr. Ta-
naka has also done extensive research on the
development of electronic money and the im-
plications and benefits of the uses of e-money.
Although he represents Japan and Japan’'s
specific interests throughout the world, he is
committed to recognizing the importance of
international relations and the emergence of a
global economy.

The Consulate General of Japan at Kansas
City was established in 1979 and serves lowa,
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,
and South Dakota. Its mission is to foster ex-
changes between Japan and this region in a
variety of consular, commercial, cultural, and
educational areas, and to assist Japanese and
U.S.-Japan interests in this region. The United
States-Japan conference last year held in my
district helped to solidify the relationships be-
tween American and Japanese businesses.

My district has close ties with Japan. For in-
stance, three Kansas City area companies
have a strong presence in Japan: Butler
Japan, Inc., AMC Entertainment, Inc., and
Farmland Industries, Inc. Butler Japan markets
construction products and services of Butler
Construction Company. Since October 1989,
Butler Japan has sold many industrial type
buildings to Japanese companies, such as

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Honda, Mitsubishi, Mitsui and Com., Sanyo,
Sony, Toshiba, and Toyota. AMC Entertain-
ment launched its export of theaters to Japan
in April 1996 in Mr. Tanaka's hometown of Fu-
kuoka, Japan. AMC's project in Japan has
been a tremendous success. Farmland Indus-
tries, the largest farmer owned cooperative in
North America, began doing business with
Japan in 1987. This company now supplies
pork, beef, grain, and fertilizer products to the
Japanese market. Mr. Tanaka’'s work to build
Japan-U.S. relations in the midwest has defi-
nitely contributed to the success of these
American business ventures.

Mr. Tanaka has also worked to increase the
amount of cultural and educational exchange
between the United States and Japan. An ex-
ample of his success in this area is the growth
of the Japanese Exchange and Teaching
(JET) program. The JET program hires college
graduates to teach English in Japanese
schools. Currently, there are approximately
2500 American college graduates working in
English education and international under-
standing throughout Japan.

Although Tatsuo Tanaka will be leaving the
Kansas City area, | know that we will continue
our friendship. | benefitted greatly from his
wisdom and guidance when | served my U.S.-
Japan Society Fellowship in Japan and also
have appreciated he and his wife Eri Tanaka's
hospitality on many occasions.

| also welcome a continued relationship with
the office of the Consul General, as well as a
continued partnership between the Fifth Dis-
trict and Japan.

IN HONOR OF THE LATE BRIAN
THOMAS MOORE

HON. DOUG OSE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a young man | came to know some
years ago. Brian Thomas Moore was a ten
year old boy when | first met him. He had
joined a boys soccer team that | was coach-
ing. Brian quickly prove to be feisty, competi-
tive and competent in the game of soccer and
the game of life. He was a pleasure to have
on the team.

| never met Brian’s father, who died of can-
cer when Brian was quite young. | am told that
he was a real gentleman, taking a steady in-
terest in Brian's development and the growth
of Brian's many friends. His influence with
Brian manifested itself every day of Brian's
life. Over time, the father’s influence came to
fruition with a fine young man as the end
product.

Brian suffered from a bout with cancer in his
teens. Brian never told me of the illness; he
just carried on with life as it was given to him.
Over time, Brian came to be one of the top
soccer players in the Sacramento metropolitan
area, dominating games from end to end and
side to side. Eventually, | had the pleasure of
playing alongside my former player, watching
with fascination as his skills came to exceed
mine, his determination came to dominate
mine, and his desire to overcome resulted in
victory after victory after victory. These were
great days in his life and mine, having the
pleasure of seeing a young man mature into
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a fine adult, a tremendous role model for
those older and younger, and steady influence
on his many friends.

Brian’s mother succumbed to cancer during
his ongoing illness. She was good people. |
remember her attending virtually every one of
Brian’'s games as a young man. She would
bring Brian and his friends to the game, root
them on, celebrate their victory and console
them in defeat. She was a great mom, like so
many other great moms.

| learned of Brian's relapse with cancer the
night of my primary victory. Brian never lost
faith in his ability to overcome the illness, hop-
ing against fate that science and medicine
would create a cure. In the end, the hopes
were in vain. On Friday night, April 9, 1999,
Brian succumbed to the pneumonia that came
with a depressed immune system resulting
from chemotherapy. At 10:00 am this morning,
Brian Thomas Moore was laid to rest.

| keep in my mind's eye a picture of my
friend, fleet afoot, racing down the field for the
ball in some game of momentary importance.
| see him reach the ball first and fire it into the
net for victory. He turns, having raised his
arms in triumph, and his friends race to him to
celebrate. It is a moment of pure joy and satis-
faction. This is the mind’s eye picture | keep
of my friend. | miss him already.

CONGRATULATIONS
BROOKVILLE HIGH
WRESTLING TEAM

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in honor of the Brookville
High School wrestling team—the 1999 Penn-
sylvania AA State Champions. In addition to
their state title, the Raiders won the PIAA
West Regional Dual Championship, the Dis-
trict IX Dual Championship, and the District IX
Tournament Championship while amassing a
dual meet record of 18-1. However, the pro-
gram’s victories on the mat were exceeded
only by their inspirational drive to succeed in
the face of seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles.

| followed the emotional roller coaster ride
that was the Brookville wrestling program over
the past few years, and admire the commit-
ment to achievement they maintained when
similar obstacles may have defeated others. In
January of last year, beloved Head Coach Len
Ferraro passed away. A Brookville native,
Coach Ferraro wrestled for Brookville High
and later returned to the coaching staff in
1984 and took over head coach duties in
1993. still healing from the loss of their coach,
a dear friend of the program, Andrew
Lentvorsky, was lost four weeks later. Grand-
father to team senior Adam Steele, “Pap”—as
the gang called him—drove the boys to tour-
naments since their elementary days. Yet an-
other tragedy occurred the following month
with the passing of team senior Michael Lee
Park. Despite suffering such emotional devas-
tation in only a few short months, these young
men managed to hold steadfast to Coach Fer-
raro’s ultimate goal of delivering a State
Championship to Brookville High.

Nurturing his young wrestlers from any early
age, Coach Ferraro developed an ever-im-
proving wrestling program thirsting for a state

TO
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title. His boys got that chance this year with
the inaugural PIAA Dual Meet State Cham-
pionships. Lead by Head Coach Thad Turner
and Assistant Coaches Roland Reitz and Mat-
thew Smith, the Raiders sought inspiration
from senior Keith Ferraro, whose strength ex-
hibited after the loss of his father is nothing
short of heroic. Other seniors include Matt
Geer, Jason Gilligan, Jason McKinney, Jer-
emy Reitz, Randy Stout, and B.J. Thomas.
The junior team members are Casey Belfiore,
James Bishop, Brad Cieleski, B.J. Darr, Gar-
rett Hurd, Emil Johnson, Jeff McLaughlin, Eric
Painter, and Clint Puller; along with sopho-
mores Rudy Bullers, Gian Deloia, Trevor
Doust, Joel Hammond, Mark Himes, Mike Mil-
ler, Josh Sammons, and Justin Steiner; as
well as freshman Nick Neil.

For Brookville High School, the 1999 wres-
tling season demonstrates not only greatness
of body and mind, but also perseverance of
spirit. Mr. Speaker, as their classmates and
community celebrate their inspiring accom-
plishments today back in Pennsylvania, | ask
you to join me in thanking the young men and
coaches of the Brookville Raider wrestling
team for showing us all that even the shadow
of adversity, continued belief in a unifying goal
will bring shinning success.

MEDICARE ANTI-FRAUD EFFORTS:
HOSPITALS BACKING OFF UP-
CODING

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, for the past 14
years, hospitals have been up-coding their
Medicare bills. Each year, the “complexity” of
the cases that hospitals treat is said to in-
crease. Like grade creep in a school, the way
patients’ illnesses are graded in a hospital
gradually creeps upwards, and the taxpayer
and Medicare pay more and more.

Last year, for the first time, the “complexity”
of the cases declined.

As the following memo makes clear, this
has something to do with the Administration’'s
fight against waste, fraud, and abuse in Medi-
care and in the well-publicized case against
Columbia-HCA.

Taxpayers and Medicare beneficiaries
should congratulate HCFA, the HHS Inspector
General, and Justice for their efforts. Vigilance
against fraud is a major reason that the life of
the Medicare hospital trust fund has just been
extended from 2008 to 2015.

Date: November 19, 1998

From: Office of the Actuary

Subject: Analysis of PPS Hospital Case-Mix
Change between 1997 and 1998

The prospective payment system, PPS,
uses diagnosis related groups, DRG’s, as the
basis of payment. Each DRG is assigned a
relative weight which is used in the payment
formula. Average case-mix is the discharge-
weighted mean of all the DRG relative
weights. We have monitored changes in case-
mix since the beginning of PPS in FY 1984.
From FY 1983 through FY 1997, case-mix in-
creased every year. FY 1998 is the first year
we have measured a decrease in case-mix.

Based on information available through
October 1998, we have measured a change in
PPS hospital case-mix in FY 1998 of -0.74 per-
cent. When we receive further updates for FY

1998, we estimate that the final measure of
the FY 1998 case-mix increase will be in the
neighborhood of -0.5 percent. Since FY 1998 is
the first year that case-mix has decreased
under PPS, | have undertaken a study of the
reasons for this decrease. My study found the
following:

As is usually the case, some DRG’s contrib-
uted to an increase in case-mix while others
contributed to a decrease.

The new DRG’s for back and neck proce-
dures increased case-mix 0.05 percent.

The redefinition of DRG 116 in combination
with DRG 112 increased case-mix 0.59 per-
cent.

The change in coding of pneumonia cases
decreased case-mix 0.23 percent.

DRG’s in complex-noncomplex pairs de-
creased case-mix 0.82 percent.

Non-pair DRG’s decreased case-mix 0.27
percent.

While assessing cause-and-effect is always
difficult, | believe that some of the decrease
in case-mix is likely to be attributable to
certain efforts to combat fraud and abuse.
The Department of Justice investigation of
the Hospital Corporation of America, subse-
quent indictments, and the possibility of tri-
ple damages may have prompted hospitals to
code diagnoses less aggressively—resulting
in fewer complex cases. Similarly, the in-
spector general’s investigation of pneumonia
cases may have caused the significant shift
of admissions from the more expensive res-
piratory infections DRG’s to the simple
pneumonia DRG’s. HIPAA provides con-
tinuing funding for fraud investigations,
which may have a continuing impact on in-
creases in case-mix.

THE TAX FREEDOM RESOLUTION

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | have introduced the “Tax Freedom
Resolution”, H.J. Res. —, that will repeal the
16th amendment to the Constitution. This res-
olution will reverse one of the most destructive
amendments to the U.S. Constitution and
deny Congress the ability to lay and collect
taxes on income.

| believe that the 16th amendment has cre-
ated a system that is economically destructive,
impossibly complex, overly intrusive, unprinci-
pled, dishonest, unfair, and inefficient. Now is
the time for us to restore freedom to the
American taxpayer.

The tax Freedom Resolution is the first step
to do just that. It will encourage an open, hon-
est and constructive debate about why our
current tax structure has failed and what we
can expect in a new system.

You may ask why we need to repeal the
16th amendment. The answer is quite simple.
The current system cannot be fixed. It has al-
ready undergone 32 major revisions and 400
minor ones in the past 40 years. Each time
the revisions has been made the system be-
comes more and more complicated and unfair.

The IRS has hundreds and hundreds of dif-
ferent tax forms, plus countless more to ex-
plain how to fill out these forms. The original
Tax Code had 11,400 words in it. Today it has
well over 7 million words.

Our current system also discourages sav-
ings and investment while hampering eco-
nomic growth. Complying with the Federal Tax
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Code costs taxpayers more than $250 billion
each year. In 1991, the Tax Foundation re-
ported that small corporations spent a min-
imum of $382 in compliance costs for every
$100 they paid in income taxes.

In addition, several economists have said
that replacing the current tax system will
cause interest rates to go down and savings
and capital investment to increase.

Right now, we have a system that stiffles
opportunity by picking winners and losers. It's
a system in which Washington, DC, decides
what is best for the American people instead
of letting the people decide what is best for
America.

The Federal Government simply takes too
much money out of people’s pockets. As re-
cently as 1982, Americans paid only 19.9 per-
cent of their income in taxes. New data re-
veals that in 1998. Americans paid 35.4 per-
cent of their income in taxes—the highest
level in history and increasing each year. In
fact, Tax Freedom Day 1998 was May 10th,
which means that Americans are working, on
average 129 days before paying off their total
tax bill. We must stop this confiscatory trend.

By embracing the principles of FREEDOM,
we can create a system that is Fair and sim-
ple, that Reduces the federal bureaucracy,
that Encourages savings and investment, that
is Efficient, that Drives the economy, that cre-
ates Opportunity for all, and that puts More
money in American pockets.

Fundamental and comprehensive tax reform
will be one of the most profound and liberating
changes our nation experiences. It is time for
all of us—whether you support a flat tax, a
consumption tax, a value-added tax, or a na-
tional sales tax—to come together and focus
on our common goal: Replacing the current
system. The Tax Freedom Resolution gives us
the chance to do just that and at the same
time restore FREEDOM to the American tax-

payer.

BATTLESHIP RESOLUTION

HON. SONNY CALLAHAN

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, the esteemed
crew of the battleship U.S.S. Alabama will
hold their annual reunion in the city of Mobile,
Alabama, during the third week in April. |
would like to take this opportunity to express
to these men the undying appreciation which
their fellow Americans share for their proud
service to our nation and the world.

The U.S.S. Alabama, a South Dakota class
battleship, was built in the Norfolk Naval Ship-
yard in Portsmouth, Virginia. Following her
commission on August 16, 1942, she was dis-
patched to the North Atlantic Ocean, where
she and her crew proudly assisted the British
Fleet in protecting convoys on the treacherous
“Murmansk Run,” which carried them from
England through the North Sea to Russia, and
brought the defending fleet into conflict with
German warships and aircraft in occupied Nor-
way.

After completing her service with the British
Fleet, the U.S.S. Alabama was transferred to
the Pacific Fleet. Her charge on the Eastern
Front of the War was to provide invaluable
support to U.S. ground troops, enabling them
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