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to an outstanding individual from the Fifth
Congressional District of Ohio. We are fortu-
nate that Ben Richmond makes his home in
our area and is able to share his artistic tal-
ents with us.

Ben Richmond is without question one of
Ohio’s premier artists. Concentrating on the
rich heritage and natural surroundings of the
Great Lakes, Ben Richmond seeks to combine
feeling, personality, and clear relationships in
each of his paintings. While his paintings and
artistic creations are produced in wondrous
fashion today, in his youth, art class was not
at the top of Ben'’s priority list. However, with
some guidance from his parents and one of
his college professors, Ben embarked upon a
remarkable career as an artist.

Mr. Speaker, after honing his skills as an
artist, Ben graduated from college and went to
work in the business world. But, business sim-
ply did not capture Ben's imagination and tal-
ents the way painting did. So, one weekend,
while traveling through Marblehead with his
wife, Wendy, they noticed the picturesque
beauty of the Lake Erie region. In 1981, the
Richmonds purchased a building in the village
of Marblehead and turned it into an art gallery.
Thus began the artistry of Ben Richmond.

Ben Richmond’'s myriad collection of works
of art seems to have no end. From his signa-
ture painting of the Marblehead Lighthouse to
the other limited edition paintings, posters,
sculptures, and collectibles, the Richmond
Galleries has become known as The Collec-
tors Choice for custom artwork and framing.
For his accomplishments, Ben Richmond'’s
work has been featured at the Grand Central
Art Galleries in New York, Great Lakes Re-
gional Art Exhibition, the Salmagundi Club in
New York, and many others. As well, Ben has
received numerous awards and recognitions
from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, National
Watercolor Society, U.S. Lighthouse Society,
Ohio Division of Travel and Tourism, and the
Décor Magazine Award of Excellence.

Ben Richmond has also been called upon to
showcase his work in the interest of public
service. By request of the Governor of the
state of Ohio, Ben designed the Ohio light-
house license plate. Through the sale of the li-
cense plate, more than five million dollars has
been generated to help clean and maintain the
Lake Erie coastline. Not only are Ben Rich-
mond and his wife, Wendy, outstanding entre-
preneurs, they are always more than willing to
assist their community. Over the years, the
Richmonds have graciously and unselfishly
given to others. Through grants, scholarships,
and other donations, many hospitals, schools,
and senior centers have benefited from their
generosity. Although they seek no recognition,
we applaud their unwavering dedication to
their community.

Mr. Speaker, Ben Richmond has inspired
many with his work and has been named the
Featured Artist for the state of Ohio Bicenten-
nial Celebration in 2003. Ben Richmond will
commemorate this historic event with a limited
edition print, minted coin, and sculpture of the
Ohio Capitol building. | can think of no better
way to recognize the hallmark event of Ohio’s
200th Anniversary than with the works of Ben
Richmond. | would urge my colleagues to
stand and join me in paying very special trib-
ute to Ben Richmond for his outstanding con-
tributions to the world of art.
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Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor
for me to rise before you today to pay tribute
to Mr. John Hightower of Flint, Michigan. On
November 27, local officials, friends, and fam-
ily will gather to honor this longtime activist
and community leader.

John Hightower moved to Flint in 1952,
where he began a long tenure with the Buick
Motor Company. He also joined the UAW and
rose through its ranks, serving as a com-
mitteeman, as well as on the executive boards
for Local 599 and Local 659. John also
worked as chair of his Local’s civil rights com-
mittee, working tirelessly to ensure that his fel-
low employees were treated with equity and
respect.

John'’s sense of civil rights extended into his
entrepreneurial activities as well. As the owner
of Hightower Construction and Hightower
Electric Company, John helped build many
prominent churches and other buildings in the
Flint area. He provided training for other Afri-
can Americans who wished to join the busi-
ness world, helping them receive opportunities
that normally would have been denied them in
the America of the 1950’s and 60's.

When local banks refused to hire qualified
African-Americans for jobs, it was John High-
tower who organized rallies and marches to
protest and ultimately eliminate these injus-
tices. In later years, John furthered his busi-
ness experience with another business, Mon-
tego Travel Office, later known as the Travel
Centre of Flint.

Our Flint community owes much to John for
his dedication and generosity. Over the years,
he has helped citizens gain self-sufficiency
and self-respect. He has promoted strong fam-
ilies with strong foundations, and provided
food and shelter for the needy.

Mr. Speaker, the celebration to honor John
Hightower has a theme entitled “Visions.”
Truly John has been a visionary, as he has
given much of himself to make our community
a better place in which to live. | ask my col-
leagues in the 106th Congress to join me in
saluting John Hightower. We owe him a debt
of gratitude.

HONORING CARLOS BELTRAN ON
WINNING THE 1999 AMERICAN
LEAGUE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the new 1999 American
League Rookie of the Year, Carlos Beltran of
the Kansas City Royals. Carlos was the nearly
unanimous choice for the prestigious award
after an exceptional season in which he aver-
aged .293 at the plate with 22 homers, 108
RBI, 112 runs, and 25 steals in 35 attempts.
Carlos is one of those rare players who has
been able to put together power with speed,
skill with enthusiasm, and an obvious love for
the game. He is widely recognized as one of
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the brightest and most talented players to
come into the game in years, fielding impres-
sive performances both at the plate and on his
centerfield beat. Carlos joins a distinguished
group of only eight players in baseball history
to begin a promising career by surpassing the
100 benchmark in both RBIs and runs. His
distinguished colleagues in that group include
such baseball greats as Ted Williams, Joe
DiMaggio, and another great Kansas City
Royal, Fred Lynn, the last outstanding fresh-
man to win the award in 1975. Carlos be-
comes the third Kansas City Royal to win the
Rookie of the Year, joining Lou Pinella in 1969
and Bob Hamelin in 1994.

Carlos has another, even more important
reason to celebrate, and further cause for con-
gratulation. Carlos was recently married, and
is presently enjoying his honeymoon in the
Caribbean with his new bride, Jessica.

At a young 22 years of age, Carlos has
begun an auspicious career both on the base-
ball diamond and as a cherished member of
his new and adopted community. Kansas City
has warmly welcomed Carlos and encouraged
him on his personal and professional quest for
excellence. As a fellow Kansas Citian and
longtime fan of the Kansas City Royals, |
thank Carlos for all his contributions to our
team, to baseball, and to the people of Kan-
sas City.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Carlos on his marriage, and saluting the
1999 American League Rookie of the Year.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE JOURNEY OF THE MAGI

HON. TONY P. HALL

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach the new millennium, our focus has
been, more or less, with Y2K issues rather
than the fact that, for Christians around the
world, it represents the 2000th anniversary of
the birth of Jesus.

To those and many others, the new millen-
nium provides a rare opportunity for new be-
ginnings and renewed hope which will chal-
lenge all people of goodwill to rededicate
themselves to the principles of justice, mercy,
forgiveness and peace—precepts made more
fundamental by the conflict, turmoil and suf-
fering sadly evident in the lands of the Bible
and throughout the world.

In this spirit, church families of the Middle
East, both ancient and modern, are inviting
peace-loving people to join them in celebrating
this opportunity and this anniversary com-
memoration. Sponsored by the Holy Land
Trust, part of the commemoration will be a his-
toric reenactment of the Journey of the Magi,
the original pilgrimage of the three wise men
over 1,000 miles to Bethlehem to witness and
honor the birth of Jesus.

This historic undertaking will have pilgrims
from many nations traveling for 99 days by
foot, horse and camel along ancient caravan
routes through six countries that make up the
holy lands of the Bible, commencing in mid-
September of next year and ending on De-
cember 25th in Bethlehem.

Like the three wise men who brought offer-
ings of peace to Bethlehem, the participants in
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the Journey of the Magi 2000 will also bear
modern day offerings. During each day of the
99 days of the trip, humanitarian assistance
will be given to the needy people of the coun-
try through which the travelers pass.

This pilgrimage of peace is being coordi-
nated by the Holy Land Trust and the Middle
East Council of Churches, as an expression of
the deep-seated desire of church families of
the Middle East to seek peace and peace-
makers. We appreciate the spirit and purpose
of this event, as well as the incredible chal-
lenge it represents, and believe it deserves
our support.

We trust that all people of goodwill will en-
courage and support the Journey of the Magi
2000 and other efforts to relieve suffering and
promote peace as a fitting entry into the new
millennium.

HONORING BOWLING GREEN
MAYOR WES HOFFMAN ON HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an exceptional elder statesman in my
district. Bowling Green Mayor Wes Hoffman
retires from public office at the end of this
year. A native of Philadelphia, Mayor Hoffman
served first his country and then his commu-
nity.

Wes'’ pursuit of a college degree at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School was
interrupted by World War I, when he enlisted
in the Army Air Corps in 1943. After his heroic
service in the war ended, Wes decided to pur-
sue a career with the Army Air Corps, retiring
from the United States Air Force as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel in 1969. Throughout his military
service, both during World War Il and as a ca-
reer officer, Wes served our nation with honor
and distinction, earning the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Asiatic
Pacific Campaign Medal with five Battle Stars,
the Air Medal and Air Force Commendation
Medal both with Oak Leaf Cluster.

After retiring from the Air Force, Wes de-
cided to pursue additional higher education at
Bowling Green State University, where he ob-
tained a Masters Degree in 1971. In 1972, he
began his public service with the City of Bowl-
ing Green as the Safety Service Director and
later, in 1974, as the city’s first Municipal Ad-
ministrator. He retired in 1988. His retirement
was short-lived, however, as he was ap-
proached by local leaders and urged to run for
Mayor in 1991. He was elected in 1992, re-
elected in 1995, and now retires from official
business. Of his tenure, Mayor Hoffman noted,
“It has indeed been a privilege for me to have
been a part of the deliberations and decision-
making processes that have contributed to
civic betterment and community well-being.”
Truly, the city of Bowling Green has grown,
prospered and flourished under Wes’ tutelage.

Visionary, patriotic, mindful of the needs of
others, Wes Hoffman is a true community
leader. His good deeds have not gone unno-
ticed, and he has been honored with awards
and recognitions too numerous to mention
from local, state, and national organizations.
He is also a proud member of several vet-
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erans organizations, civic groups, educational
and humanitarian organizations, and govern-
ment consortiums. | know that even though
Wes is retiring from “active” public life, he will
remain very much in the thick of life in Bowling
Green and Northwest Ohio. We wish him an
enjoyable retirement, spent with family and
friends, and doing all those things he put off
until tomorrow. For people in our community,
Wes Hoffman embodies the finest tradition of
service before self that lies at the heart of
America’s nationhood.

AMERICA IS CONCERNED

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, when Iran’s
supreme leader, the Ayatollah Aki Khamenei,
leads thousands of his countrymen in violent
protests against the United States and Israel,
chanting “Death to America!” and “Death to
Israel,” America is concerned. When the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry says as a matter of offi-
cial policy that Russia will overcome an Amer-
ican missile defense by launching more mis-
siles, America is concerned. When North
Korea flaunts agreements with the United
States by continuing to develop long range
missiles to attack the U.S., America is con-
cerned.

Every American should be concerned with
our lack of missile defense. Our cities are vul-
nerable to destruction. Our military has no de-
fense against long range ballistic missiles in
spite of the common mis-perception about Pa-
triot which is only for intercepting short range
missiles, not ICBMs (Intercontinental Ballistic
Missiles). The truth is we cannot stop a single
ICBM, whether launched by Russia, China,
North Korea, or even Iran, which is developing
long range ballistic missiles to threaten us.

Iran has demonstrated its desire to threaten
the U.S. and Israel. Iran is matching its reli-
gious zeal with its ballistic missile program.
Iran’s missiles threaten Israel and peace in the
Middle East. Iran’s missiles will also eventually
threaten American cities. Other countries also
threaten us. Russia still has over a thousand
long range ballistic missiles. China is building
three new types of long range ballistic mis-
siles. North Korea tested last year a three-
stage missile capable of reaching the U.S.

These protestors in Iran burnt the American
and Israeli flags. They climbed on top of build-
ings opposite the old U.S. embassy com-
pound, setting fire to the Stars and Stripes,
the blue-and-white Star of David flag of Israel,
and the Union Jack of Great Britain. America
is not alone in its need to deploy an effective
ballistic missile defense system. Ballistic mis-
siles threaten lIsrael, Europe, Taiwan, Japan,
South Korea, as well as the U.S. Ballistic mis-
siles are a global problem requiring a global
solution.

Congress has recognized the growing threat
from long range ballistic missiles. Earlier this
year, Congress energetically passed legisla-
tion making it the policy of the United States
to deploy a ballistic missile defense. This leg-
islation came in the face of North Korea’'s Au-
gust 31, 1998 ballistic missile test, the warn-
ings of the Rumsfeld Commission on the bal-
listic missile threat to the U.S., and the theft
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by China of advanced U.S. missile and nu-
clear weapons technology.

But despite the growing threat posed by bal-
listic missiles, President Clinton and his ad-
ministration have consistently opposed the de-
ployment of an effective ballistic missile de-
fense. President Clinton especially opposes a
missile defense using space. Yet, a space-
based missile defense could provide the glob-
al coverage the U.S. needs to defend its
armed forces overseas, and its friends and al-
lies such as Israel. A space-based ballistic
missile defense is technologically feasible,
using a combination of miniature interceptors,
high energy lasers, and other technologies.

We need a President who will be concerned
about our defense, and the defense of our al-
lies such as lIsrael. All the legislation passed
by Congress cannot take effect without a
President, a Commander-in-Chief, who is will-
ing to work toward, not obstruct, the natural
desire of the American people to defend them-
selves from ballistic missile attack. Flashy pol-
icy statements are no substitute for a real de-
fense. By the year 2000, after eight years of
office, President Clinton will not have deployed
a ballistic missile defense, leaving us vulner-
able to destruction.

| recently addressed our need to deploy an
effective missile defense in a series of letters
to the Secretary of Defense, the Director of
the CIA, and Chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee. | have addressed our
need to deploy an effective missile defense in
past letters, and in speeches on the floor of
the House. | will continue to speak out on our
need to deploy an effective missile defense,
especially a defense using space.

| am encouraged by the policies of countries
such as Israel which recognize the need for
ballistic missile defense. In 1988, Israel and
the United States began collaboration on the
Arrow ballistic missile interceptor, linked to
President Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initia-
tive, popularly known as Star Wars. Today,
Israel's Arrow missile defense program com-
pleted its seventh test launch, successfully hit-
ting its target. | believe America should con-
tinue to support Israel in its ballistic missile de-
fense program.

America needs to be concerned with its vul-
nerability to ballistic missile attack. The bal-
listic missile threat posed by Iran and other
countries is real and growing. The threat of
ballistic missile attack is also faced by our
friends and allies. Deploying a ballistic missile
defense in space will be our best response. It
will provide us the most effective defense pos-
sible, capable of giving global coverage, able
to assist our friends and allies such as Israel.

REGARDING MY VOTE ON THE DE-
FENSE APPROPRIATIONS BILL
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2000

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 1999

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, when | returned to
Congress for my second term last January, |
came with the hope that | could believe the
House leadership when it said things would be
different in the 106th Congress from the expe-
rience of my first term in the 105th. We were
told that the appropriations process would fol-
low the rules; 13 separate spending bills
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