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King Jr. Memorial Trust Fund. This out-
standing local scholarship service has helped
many minority young people from the region
go on to colleges and successful careers in a
variety of fields.

So it was especially fitting that the state
NAACP honored Mrs. Waller with a lifetime
achievement award at a prayer breakfast
Sunday in New Haven. The Acronym NAACP
stands for National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, but it really
stands for equality and progress in race rela-
tions in this country.

In the past and still today, Eunice Waller
monitors the results of that effort. Because
of people like her, race relations continue to
improve in this nation and many people live
happier, more productive lives.

MEDICARE, MEDICAID, AND SCHIP
BALANCED BUDGET REFINE-
MENT ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM KOLBE

OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, November 5, 1999

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, since its creation,
the Medicare program has protected millions
of beneficiaries from poverty by helping to pay
for medical services. It has improved access
to care for the elderly and many disabled
Americans and is certainly among the key pol-
icy successes of this century.

Still, as the health care market evolves in
this country, and as beneficiaries grow older
and their health care needs change, Medicare
must also evolve. In enacting the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 (BBA), the Congress took
important steps to begin this evolution and to
help extend the program’s financial viability.

Unfortunately, many of the reforms Con-
gress prescribed in the BBA have been imple-
mented poorly, and sometimes counter to
Congressional intent. While | continue to sup-
port the budget priorities established in the
BBA, | believe Congress must act to correct
the mistakes and misjudgments that now
threaten the viability of many health care pro-
viders. For this reason, | support H.R. 3075,
the Medicare Balanced Budget Refinement
Act of 1999.

In particular | am pleased the Committee
has included specific provisions that will ben-
efit Medicare providers and patients in South-
ern Arizona.

This bill: Strengthens rural hospitals, pro-
vides additional funds for physicial therapy
and speech therapy, expands the number of
critical access hospitals, increases funding for
teaching hospitals, extends Medicare’s cov-
erage of immunosuppressive drugs, improves
the State Children’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP), and continues the Medicare Commu-
nity Nursing Organization demonstration
project, otherwise known as the Healthy Sen-
iors program in Tucson.

In total, this bill provides an additional $11.8
billion for Medicare providers and patients. |
encourage my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support the bill.
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT J. FLAVIN
HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a long time friend and Roch-
ester Telephone employee, Robert J. Flavin,
who passed away on Friday in Rochester,
New York. Bob served as the President of
Local 1170 of the Communications Workers of
America for 36 years.

| was honored to attend his memorial serv-
ice yesterday as this great labor leader and
champion of the working people was remem-
bered. As a sign of the high regard the Roch-
ester community had for Bob, on Sunday he
was given the Rochester Labor Council, AFL—
CIO and United Way Community Service
Award posthumously in recognition of his life’s
work. To further honor Bob, the organizations
also announced that the award would be re-
named in his memory.

Bob Flavin spent his career fighting for the
rights of communications employees, helped
Rochester Telephone evolve into the national
telecommunications firm known as Frontier
Corporation, and was instrumental in negoti-
ating a recent labor agreement between Roch-
ester Telephone and Local 1170. His long leg-
acy includes ending the labor dispute between
CWA and the former Rochester Telephone
Corp. in 1996 and 1997 over the withdrawal of
the pension plan. Recently, Bob Flavin had
been particularly active in building support
from the rank and file within his CWA labor or-
ganization for the now-completed merger of
Frontier with the international telecommuni-
cations firm, Global Crossing Ltd.

Bob was proud of his association with and
admiration of Frontier's CEO, Joseph Clayton.
Mr. Clayton rode with his employees yearly in
the Labor Day Parade and he and his family
attended the union’s events. His concern and
affection for Bob during his final illness should
be a model for management/labor to follow.
Our pain at losing Bob is eased by knowing
Bob’s final years as a labor leader were his
best years because of Joe Clayton.

Beyond his many professional contributions
to the Rochester community, | remember in
particular Bob’s love of his family and his
great faith. Anyone who knew Bob, knew of
his love for his wife of 50 years, Carolyn, and
their three sons: Michael, Pat and Timothy,
who all still live in Rochester. Among the over
1,000 people who attended his funeral, both
his CWA members and Global Crossing man-
agement expressed sadness at Bob’s passing,
and so did many community leaders with
whom Bob worked. He will be deeply missed
by all of us in the Rochester community.

IN APPRECIATION OF MS. LESLIE
DeMERSSEMAN

HON. MARY BONO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 10, 1999
Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in admira-
tion of the service Leslie DeMersseman has

given as the 1999 president of the California
School Board Association.
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Prior to serving at the state level, Leslie
DeMersseman exhibited her leadership and
community concern as a board member of the
Palm Springs school board for 12 years, pre-
siding over the board for five of those years.
In addition to her work in Palm Springs,
DeMersseman has served as a director of the
Riverside County School Boards Association
since 1987.

The California School Board Association is
the primary statewide organization with the
board point of view to set the agenda for Cali-
fornia’'s  school-children. Under  Leslie
DeMersseman’s leadership this organization
has been able to work toward improving some
of the many problems California’s public
schools are experiencing.

Leslie DeMersseman has risen to the chal-
lenge of actively working to better education in
the state of California, and as a parent | deep-
ly thank her for her efforts. As we seek to find
ways to solve the problems in our public edu-
cation system, we need more people like Les-
lie DeMersseman working for our children. It is
people like her, working at the state and local
level, who inspire us and validate our efforts to
give more control to the states and local edu-
cation authorities.

It is with great appreciation and respect that
| ask my colleagues to join me to recognize
Leslie DeMersseman for the continuous efforts
on behalf of children and education throughout
Palm Springs, Riverside County and the state
of California.

THE REINTRODUCTION OF THE
PRIVATE BILL FOR THE BEN-
EFIT OF ADELA BAILOR AND
DARRYL BAILOR

HON. JULIA CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, today | am re-
introducing legislation that would provide for
private relief for the benefit of Adela Bailor and
Darryl Bailor. As you know, private relief is
available in only rare instances. | believe that
the circumstances surrounding the Bailors’
case qualifies under the rules for private legis-
lation.

The facts surrounding this case are clear
and undisputed. Adela Bailor, while working
for Prison Fellowship Ministries in Ft. Wayne,
Indiana, was raped on May 9, 1991, by a fed-
eral prisoner who had escaped from the Sal-
vation Army Freedom Center, a halfway house
in Chicago, lllinois.

What makes the Bailors’ case special is that
they were caught in a legal catch-22. The Bail-
ors’ filed suit against the Federal Bureau of
Prisons and the Salvation Army, which ran the
halfway house to which Mr. Holly was as-
signed.

One of the requirements for all inmates at a
halfway house is that they remain drug free
and take a periodic drug test. Mr. Holly had a
history of violence and drug abuse including
convictions for possession of heroin. On May
6, 1991, Mr. Holly was called into the Salva-
tion Army office and was told that his drug test
was positive for cocaine use. The Salvation
Army had the option of informing Mr. Holly of
the failed drug test with a U.S. Marshal
present, but chose not to. When advised of his
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drug test failure, Mr. Holly simply announced
that he was “out of here” and walked through
the unlocked door.

In the lawsuit, the Bailors’ lost on a legal
technically. The 7th Circuit Court of Appeals
recognized this technicality. The technicality
was that, under law, apparently, no one had
true custody of William Holly. The Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons had legal custody of William
Holly, but not physical custody. The Salvation
Army had physical custody of William Holly,
but not legal custody. Recognizing that this
was legally untenable, the 7th Circuit rec-
ommended that Ms. Bailor apply to Congress
for private relief.

| ask that my colleagues join in this effort to
eliminate this gross injustice for Adela Bailor
and Darryl Bailor. If we believe in victims’
rights, then we must hold those who are re-
sponsible for the incarceration of violent crimi-
nals accountable for such conduct. Adela Bail-
or is an honorably-discharged Marine Corps
veteran. At the time of the attack, she was
helping to make this country a better place.
We cannot, and should not, turn our back on
her because of some legal loophole.

the 7th Circuit has reviewed this case fully
and has made its recommendation. Although
Congress is not bound by such recommenda-
tion, Congress should give great deference to
the legal analysis by the 7th Circuit, which has
determined that Adela Bailor and Darryl Bailor
fall into an unusual legal situation.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation so that we
may rectify a great wrong.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. LOU
TRONZO UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, it's a pleasure
for me to recognize an outstanding individual
who will soon be retiring from the University of
Pittsburgh, Mr. Lou Tronzo.

Lou has represented the University as a
public affairs executive for the last thirty years,
working at the local, state, and federal levels.
In Western Pennsylvania and in the higher-
education community, he’s been an institution
in the pursuit of programs to help universities
and students.

Lou began his career in the public sector
working for the Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity of the City of Pittsburgh and for ACTION-
Housing Inc., where he focused on land dis-
position, housing development, and economic
research.

A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh
with a B.A. and an M.A., he's been actively in-
volved with the National Association of State
Universities and Land Grant Colleges and the
American Association of Universities. He's
also served on the Boards of institutions such
as the Community College of Allegheny Coun-
ty and Forbes Health System. He’s the Found-
er and Co-Chair of the Institute of Politics at
the University of Pittsburgh.

But this is a case where the details do not
tell the whole story. Lou Tronzo has the re-
spect of all of us who have worked with him
over the years for his dedication, loyalty, com-
mon sense, and devotion to helping people.
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The most recent project I've been working on
with Lou is one that would bring economic
progress and jobs to Western Pennsylvania—
as always Lou’'s focus is on helping people
and giving them a chance to improve their
lives.

It's impossible to put any kind of number
with the many, many students, educators,
communities, institutions, and organizations
that Lou has helped over the years. But it is
possible to try on behalf of all of us who have
benefited from knowing him to say: “Thank
you, Lou, we recognize your outstanding con-
tributions and hope you enjoy the time you will
now have to spend with your family, especially
your grandchildren.”

TRIBUTE TO ROB SANDERS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999
MCINNIS.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to take a moment
to recognize Rob Sanders, Moffat County High
School Assistant Principal and Activities Direc-
tor, for being honored by the Milken Family
Foundation as a National Educator.

The Milken Family Foundation National Edu-
cator Award provides recognition and unre-
stricted financial awards to exceptional ele-
mentary and secondary school teachers, prin-
cipals and other education professionals who
are furthering excellence in education. This
award is only given to four educators a year
(in Colorado).

Mr. Sanders is an asset to Moffat County
High School, as well as the entire country. Our
education system thrives due to the efforts of
individuals like Mr. Sanders. His dedication
and hard work have proven to be a success
in the third district of Colorado and | greatly
appreciate his continued commitment to our
youth.

A TRIBUTE TO ROGER ROBB

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Roger Robb,
who is retiring this month as Manager of the
Lower Tule River and Pixley irrigation districts
in Tulare County, in central California.

Mr. Robb was born in Garden City, South
Dakota, on October 5, 1937. He attended jun-
ior college in Porterville, expressing an early
interest in serving as manager of an irrigation
district. He received his bachelor's degree in
civil engineering from California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, and his Master's degree in
Geotechnical Engineering from U.C. Berkeley.

Early in his career, Mr. Robb held various
positions with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Soil Conservation Service, serving in
their Napa and Davis state offices. There he
was active in a wide range of issues, including
watershed management, drainage issues,
small dams and irrigation efficiency studies.

In 1976, Mr. Robb began work at the Lower
Tule River Irrigation District and Pixley Irriga-
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tion District as a staff engineer. Only one year
later, he ascended to his “dream job” of man-
ager of the two districts. Mr. Robb took the po-
sition at a time when the Central Valley of
California was facing one of its worst droughts
in history, posing a challenge to the newly in-
stalled manager.

Throughout his career, Mr. Robb has been
active in a number of associations, including
the Friant Water Users Authority, Mid-valley
Water Authority, Association of California
Water Agencies-Joint Powers Insurance Au-
thority, and Central Valley Project Water Asso-
ciation.

On the Tule River, Mr. Robb has overseen
day-to-day operations for the Tule River Asso-
ciation, and helped lead the successful effort
to establish a small hydroelectric power plant
at Success Dam.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Roger Robb for his con-
tributions to his field and to the Central Valley
community. We send our sincere congratula-
tions and wish him well on the occasion of his
retirement.

A SALUTE TO FLORETTA CHISOM
ON HER RETIREMENT, OAKLAND,
CA

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
and to salute Floretta Chisom on her retire-
ment from her position as the Director of the
City of Oakland’s Department of Aging, Health
and Human Services.

Ms. Chisom’s professional career, spanning
more than a quarter century, began as the Di-
rector of the East Oakland Parent Participation
Nursery School. She also served as Director
of the District Parent Program for the San
Francisco Unified School District and the Par-
ent Education Program for the San Francisco
Community College District, Assistant Director
of the Life Enrichment Agency, and as Execu-
tive Director of Oakland’s Community Action
Agency.

Ms. Chisom also served for fifteen years as
the Director of Oakland Head Start, helping
the program to grow from serving fewer than
200 children to more than 1,500 children.
While at the Oakland Head Start, Ms. Chisom
was responsible for a number of innovative
and pilot programs, including Home Base
(where teachers visit families and provide in-
struction to parents in the home), services to
homeless families with children of Head Start
age, and a program to provide Head Start
through family day care homes.

Since 1992, Ms. Chisom served as the Di-
rector of the City of Oakland’s Office of Health
and Human Services. In that role, she served
as the Executive Director of the City's Com-
munity Action Agency as well as staffing a
number of other city boards and commissions.
She began Oakland’'s involvement with the
California Healthy Cities program, assisted the
City to develop a Child Care Plan, a Homeless
Plan, and promoted expansion of programs to
address homelessness, hunger, illiteracy and
poverty.

In response to the termination of Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC),
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