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ages and different schools works to facilitate a
bond between students and adults to achieve
better communications for safe schools and
communities.

I applaud Marple Newtown Caring Coali-
tion’s endeavors to educate the entire commu-
nity on the necessity of drug prevention edu-
cation not only for the future of our commu-
nity, but also for the future of our children. The
Coalition stands behind a proactive approach
by bringing parents, teachers, students, law
enforcement officers and community leaders
together to strive toward a healthy, drug-free
atmosphere in our communities.

Mr. Speaker, I feel it is imperative we sup-
port and encourage students and adults work-
ing together to end the destruction of drug
abuse and move towards a reality dominated
by drug-free and alcohol-free students. I would
like to ask my colleagues to support their local
Red Ribbon weeks at schools within their dis-
tricts. With organizations like the Marple New-
town Caring Coalition and our local schools
around the nation, we can strike a serious
blow in the fight against drugs.
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Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, the tragic
death of Matthew Shepard should have
marked a turning point * * * but tragically it
didn’t.

The hatred and the violence against gays
and lesbians still exits today. These days it
seems that anyone, whether they’re gay or
merely perceived to be, runs the risk of be-
coming the victim of a hate crime. That is why
we must expand federal hate crime laws to in-
clude offenses based on sexual orientation.

Nationwide, scores of beatings and bash-
ings of gays and lesbians have occurred, reg-
ularly reported by the gay press, but often ig-
nored by the mass media.

Some of you probably haven’t heard of a
California gay couple who was murdered in
their home this summer or the shooting of a
gay man in Michigan earlier this year.

In a recent speech, Matthew’s mom, Judy
Shepard said: ‘‘For all who ask what they can
do for Matthew and other victims, my answer
is to educate and bring understanding where
you see hate and ignorance, bring light where
you see darkness, bring freedom where there
is fear and begin to heal.’’

That is the message we should take to
heart on this anniversary of Matthew
Shepard’s murder.
f
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a very special organization
in my district, The ARC-South Bay. For forty
years, the staff and volunteers of The ARC-
South Bay have provided an invaluable serv-
ice to the developmentally disabled.

The Southwest Association for Retarded
Children (SWARC), now known as The ARC-
South Bay, was founded on November 3,
1959. One of the organization’s original pur-
poses was to provide a wide variety of rec-
reational and social programs for mentally re-
tarded youngsters and adults in the South Bay
area.

The mission of The ARC-South Bay has
continued to broaden throughout the years.
The organization now provides support to the
families of individuals with mental retardation.
They also set out to facilitate equal access to
society for individuals with mental retardation.

The ARC-South Bay is a pioneer organiza-
tion within the developmentally disabled com-
munity. They strive to enhance opportunities
for growth and independence.

I commend the staff and volunteers of The
ARC-South Bay for their efforts in improving
the quality of life for individuals with mental re-
tardation. Congratulations on this milestone,
and I wish you continued success. The South
Bay is grateful for your services.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, as is reflected
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, I was granted
an official leave of absence for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 12, 1999.

Had I been present, I would have voted as
follows:

Rollcall vote 493—H.R. 493 to Suspend the
Rules and Pass, as Amended the Hillory J.
Farias Date-Rape Prevention Drug Act—I
would have voted ‘‘yes’’; rollcall vote 492—S.
800 to Suspend the Rules and Pass the Wire-
less Communications and Public Safety Act—
I would have voted ‘‘yes’’; rollcall vote 491—
H. Res. 303 on Motion to Suspend the Rules
and agree, as Amended, Expressing the
Sense of the House of Representatives urging
that 95% of Federal education dollars be
spent in the classroom—I would have voted
‘‘yes.’’
f
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Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take
this time to commend the Pennsylvania Family
Institute as it celebrates its Tenth Anniversary
tonight. In those 10 years, the Institute has
grown to be a strong and respected voice for
the family in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania. The spirit of principled involvement that
the Pennsylvania Family Institute encourages
and engenders in Pennsylvania is to be ap-
plauded. Congratulations to the directors, staff
and supporters of the Pennsylvania Family In-
stitute for their work in service to Pennsylva-
nia’s families.

During my service in the Pennsylvania Gen-
eral Assembly, I had many occasions to work
closely with the Institute’s president, Michael

Geer, on issues of prime concern to Penn-
sylvania’s families. From its very first days, the
Pennsylvania Family Institute has taken effec-
tive stands in support of the sanctity of life, in
defense of marriage, for academic excellence
in our schools, and for the promotion of a
more civil society. And its recent leadership
against the expansion of gambling in Pennsyl-
vania has helped protect many children and
families from the addiction and devastation
wrought by casino gambling.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. James Dobson, the guest
of honor at tonight’s Pennsylvania Family Insti-
tute 10th Anniversary Banquet, is an ideal
man to speak, as Dr. Dobson has been a bea-
con of wisdom and insight for families around
the world through his many books and his
ministry at Focus on the Family. Here in Con-
gress, I have had the opportunity to work with
Dr. Dobson on a number of family issues. His
energy, principle and dedication are nearly un-
matched.

Today, I also want to join the Pennsylvania
Family Institute in remembrance of a true
hero, William Bentley Ball, Esquire. We all
owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Ball for his ex-
emplary dedication to the principles of liberty,
fidelity to the Constitution and the defense of
human life. Mr. Ball stood tall in defense of re-
ligious liberty and the right of parents to direct
the upbringing and education of their children
in a time when both were under great attack.

Again, my deep congratulations and best
wishes to the Pennsylvania Family Institute for
a terrific 10 years. I look forward to working
with them in the years to come.
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Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, very soon an ex-

traordinary individual, earth scientist, and men-
tor of many who followed in his field, Dr. J.
David Love, born and raised in my home state
of Wyoming, will receive the ‘‘Legendary Geol-
ogist Award’’ from the American Geological In-
stitute, a federation of 34 earth-science soci-
eties with a collective membership exceeding
more than 100,000 persons.

Some of Dr. Love’s accomplishments in-
clude creating the modern geologic map of my
home state of Wyoming, and the geologic map
of Grand Teton National Park. My home state
of Wyoming is rich in geologic wonders, and
the people of Wyoming have a great apprecia-
tion the importance these maps and their
value with regard to identifying geologic treas-
ures, providing for the prudent use of our nat-
ural resources, hazard mitigation, and the ex-
pansion of our economy.

With this in mind, I introduced legislation
earlier this year that will reauthorize the Na-
tional Geological Mapping Act (NGMA), which
established a highly successful cooperative
program between the U.S. Geological Survey
and Geological Surveys of the 50 states and
U.S. Territories. The maps produced under
NGMA auspices provide society with informa-
tion useful for the abatement of natural haz-
ards such as floods, earthquakes, landslides
and volcanic eruptions; the broad delineation
of mineral potential, including groundwater re-
sources, and candidate areas for waste burial
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sites for land-use planning purposes, as well
as a better understanding of ‘‘how the Earth
works.’’

As such, I rise today to recognize the Amer-
ican Geological Institute’s adoption of October
10th through October 16th, 1999, as ‘‘Earth
Science Week.’’ Earth Science Week was initi-
ated last year by the American Geological In-
stitute as a way to educate society about the
Earth, the earth sciences, and the importance
of earth scientists’ work in solving the chal-
lenges we face with providing for the prudent
management of our resources.

This week, an Earth Science Week activity
is taking place in schools in every state, and
to date, 25 states have made official Earth
Science Week proclamations, including my
home state of Wyoming.

Therefore, let it be known that:
Geology and the other earth sciences are

fundamental to the safety, health, and wel-
fare of the United States economy and its
citizens.

The earth sciences are integral to finding,
developing, and on serving mineral, energy
and water resources needed for the Nation’s
continuing prosperity.

The earth sciences provide the basis for
preparing for and mitigating natural hazards
such as earthquakes, floods, and landslides.

The earth sciences are crucial to environ-
mental and ecological issues ranging from
water and air quality to waste disposal.

The earth sciences contribute directly to
our understanding and appreciation of Na-
ture.

Geological factors of resources, hazards,
and environment are vital to land manage-
ment and land use decisions.

Mr. Speaker, our ever-changing world chal-
lenges us to wisely manage the earth and its
resources. During this week, let us pay tribute
to the important role that earth science plays
in the economic success, safety, and welfare
of this Nation.
f
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Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, the September
21 earthquake that devastated Taiwan was a
horror story. More than 2,000 people lost their
lives, over 100,000 people were left homeless,
and Taiwan’s financial loss was in the billions
of dollars. But the world reached out to Tai-
wan, delivering help quickly to this valuable
member of the global community. The sponta-
neous outpouring of assistance to Taiwan and
the earthquake’s victims continuous today.
Taiwan’s government has been doing all that
it can to help the victims of the earthquake,
providing them financial and other forms of as-
sistance to help them rebuild their lives,
homes and businesses.

Despite the devastation of the earthquake,
Taiwan has once again demonstrated to the
world that it appreciates foreign assistance
and has pledged to repay the international
community whenever they can. Taiwan’s com-
prehensive effort to help its people is a sound
example of how a democracy keeps its citi-
zens’ welfare at heart.

Notwithstanding the earthquake. Taiwan has
every good reason to be proud on its National
Day. Taiwan appreciates its generous friends
from other countries and its government and
people are unified in their goal of rebuilding a
modern Taiwan after the earthquake.
f

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN OFFFICERS
IN TEXAS

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 14, 1999

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, this past
Tuesday will be remembered as one of the
darkest in the history of the town of
Pleasanton in Atascosa County. TX. Three
brave officers of the law fell in the line of duty.
Two others received wounds. I rise to pay trib-
ute to these men and their families for endur-
ing the ultimate sacrifice. It is appropriate for
all of us in this House to pause and reflect on
this terrible tragedy.

While news reports are still coming in, the
story appears to unfold as follows. Late Tues-
day night, officers from the Atascosa County
Sheriff’s Department, the Pleasanton Police
Department, and the Texas Department of
Public Safety responded to what turned out to
be a bogus call alleging a domestic dispute
near Pleasanton, a small and close-knit com-
munity south of San Antonio. Two Atascosa
Sheriff’s deputies, first Thomas Monse, then
mark Stephenson, arrived at the scene, only
to meet a storm of high-powered gun fire from
an assailant who made the phony call. The
shooter, who had been out of jail only a few
hours on a domestic abuse arrest, allegedly
then took the deputies’ own guns and exe-
cuted them. These officers never had a
chance.

Next to arrive on the scene was Texas state
trooper Terry Miller, sent in to find out why the
first two did not respond to calls from the dis-
patcher. He got there almost twenty minutes
after Officer Stephenson and had just enough
time to radio in the shooting of the first two
deputies. But he too was shot and killed in the
ambush.

When dozens of officers responded to
Trooper Miller’s call, the assailant, still hiding
in some nearby underbrush, shot two more of-
ficers before he was surrounded. He then ap-
parently took his own life as the two wounded
officers were flown by helicopter for treatment
in San Antonio.

This tragic event, during which over 100
rounds of ammunition were fired, leaves us in
great sadness, with more questions than we
can answer. We cannot bring back Officers
Miller, Monse, and Stephenson, who bravely
gave their lives to ensure that others would be
safe. But we can honor their memory and con-
vey our deep condolences to the love ones
they left behind.

Officer Miller, the first Texas trooper killed
since 1994 and the 74th trooper killed in the
line of duty, leaves behind a wife and two chil-
dren, ages 13 and 22 months. Officer Monse,
a former Bexar County deputy, leaves behind
a wife and four children. Officer Stephenson,
who also served our nation in the military for

seven years, leaves behind a wife and three
children.

To the two wounded men, Atascosa County
deputy Carl Fisher and Pleasanton police offi-
cer Luis Tudyk, we wish the best in a speedy
recovery.

This unfortunate incident sends a reminder
to us all of the dedication of law enforcement
officers who each day leave the security of
their homes and families to serve those in
need all across America. Their sacrifice keeps
us free.

f
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, at the recent
convention of the Council of Khalistan, held
October 9 and 10 in New York, the delegates
passed a resolution to nominate Dr. Gurmit
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of
Khalistan, for the Nobel Peace Prize. I believe
that he would be an excellent candidate.

Dr. Aulakh’s organization leads the struggle
to liberate Khalistan, the Sikh homeland, from
Indian occupation. It is committed to peaceful
action to achieve that goal. While the Indian
government continues to murder, kidnap, and
torture Sikhs, Dr. Aulakh has been a clear and
strong voice for freedom.

Dr. Aulakh would be an excellent recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize. I urge the Nobel
Prize committee to act favorably on his im-
pending nomination.

Mr. Speaker, I will place the Council of
Khalistan’s resolution nominating Dr. Aulakh
for the Nobel Prize into the RECORD.

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING DR. GURMIT
SINGH AULAKH FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

PASSED AT THE CONVENTION OF THE COUNCIL OF
KHALISTAN OCTOBER 9–10, 1999, RICHMOND
HILL, N.Y.

Whereas Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, Presi-
dent of the Council of Khalistan, has worked
tirelessly to liberate the Sikh homeland,
Khalistan;

Whereas Dr. Aulakh is committed to pro-
moting a Shantmai Morcha, or peaceful agi-
tation, to liberate Khalistan, as well as free
and fair plebiscite;

Whereas Dr. Aulakh and the Council of
Khalistan have consistently rejected mili-
tancy as a means of liberating Khalistan;

Whereas Dr. Aulakh’s efforts have helped
to expose Indian genocide against the Sikhs,
Christians, Muslims, Dalits, and others; and

Whereas he has worked with the U.S. Con-
gress, the American media, the United Na-
tions, and the Unrepresented Nations and
Peoples Organization to promote the peace-
ful, democratic, nonviolent movement for
Sikh freedom;

Therefore be it Resolved by the delegates of
this convention to the Council of Khalistan:

That we recommend Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh for the Nobel Peace Prize; and

That his name should be submitted to the
Nobel Prize Committee at the first oppor-
tunity.
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