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A TRIBUTE TO DR. HANAN

ASHRAWI AND PEACE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 1999

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a woman who has dedicated her
life’s work to peace in the Middle East and
who will share her story at the Eleventh An-
nual Grand Banquet of the Greater Toledo As-
sociation of Arab-Americans on October 16,
1999. As a daughter of Ramallah, she is con-
sidered by many in northwest Ohio from El-
Bireh as a sister, part of their families.

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi has been the human
face of the Palestinians. As the official spokes-
person for the Palestinian delegation to the
Middle East peace process, she has told the
world the story of her people, the pain they
have felt and their hopes for the future. Her
passion and her commitment to her people
and to peace have led some to call her one
of the most influential women of the 20th cen-
tury.

Her dedication to peace can be traced to
the influence of her parents. When she was a
child, her father told her to ‘‘be daring in the
pursuit of the right.’’ She has taken the words
to heart.

In fact, it was her father’s dedication to the
written word that has had a lasting effect on
Dr. Ashrawi. She is a woman of letters: a
poet, a playwright, an author, and a professor
of English. She sees the power that words
hold—the power of ideas.

Dr. Ashrawi sees peace as based on the
sanctity of human rights, especially the rights
of women. She helped to found the Jerusalem
Center for Women and works with many

groups across the globe, including the Pal-
estine Center for Human Rights; the Carter
Center and the Fund for the Future of Our
Children.

John Foster Dulles once said ‘‘You have to
take chances for peace, just as you must take
chances in war * * *’’ Dr. Ashrawi is not one
who has been afraid to take chances—to
reach out for compromise, to lend her voice
for her people, and to be a strong woman.

Mr. Speaker, our nation was built on the
principle of freedom of the people. We have
an obligation as the world’s harbinger of free-
dom to work with those dedicated to this prin-
ciple as well. I congratulate Dr. Ashrawi on her
life’s work of freedom and peace.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 1999

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
absent on Friday, October 1, and as a result
missed rollcall votes 466 through 469.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 466, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 467,
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 468, and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 469.
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HONORING A HOOSIER HERO:
MICHAEL BLAIN

HON. DAVID M. McINTOSH
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 4, 1999

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to and congratulate one of Indi-

ana’s finest, Michael Blain, who is being
awarded the Star of Peace and Hope Award
for 25 years of superb service to the Jewish
Community of Indianapolis and the State of
Israel.

Michael Blain’s story is an inspiration to us
all. He is a man of great strength, courage,
and devotion. Not only is he a Holocaust sur-
vivor, but he served his country in the Korean
War. He is a real Hoosier Hero.

Michael is very deserving of the Star of
Peace and Hope Award. Twenty-five years
ago Michael joined Israel-Bonds. Since that
time, Michael can be credited with generating
more than $100 million in investment capital
for Israel’s economy. This money has helped
make modern Israel the high-tech jewel of the
Middle-Eastern economy. Here at home, Mi-
chael has been instrumental in helping Jews
from the former Soviet Union and other trouble
spots settle in Indiana. His work has made this
traumatic move as comfortable as possible for
these struggling families. As a result of Mi-
chael’s work, Indiana’s culture is more diverse
and dynamic.

Mr. Speaker and fellow colleagues, I am
glad that you are able to join me in saying
thank you to Michael Blain and congratulate
him on winning the Star of Peace and Hope
Award. Michael has made an unmeasurable
contribution to the people of Israel and Indi-
ana. He is a true Hoosier hero.
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