E1946

lost loved ones through suicide. The bill recog-
nizes that there is a need to increase aware-
ness about youth suicide and make it a na-
tional priority.

| would like to recognize the Light for Family
Foundation of America and their founders, the
Emme family, who tragically lost their teenage
son, Michael, to suicide in 1994. It was
through the vision of the Emme family that the
Yellow Ribbon Program, which has helped
save countless lives, has become an integral
part of the fight against youth suicide.

Mr. Speaker, teenage suicide is extremely
tragic. | hope and pray that this resolution can
increase awareness and hopefully prevent the
loss of more of our Nation’s children.

MAJOR GENERAL MICHAEL K.
WYRICK GIVES 30 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE UNITED
STATES AIR FORCE

HON. LARRY COMBEST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of our nation’s finest military lead-
ers. General Michael K. Wyrick proudly has
given 30 years of uniformed service to our
country, and now begins his retirement. Cap-
ping his stellar career by serving as Deputy
Surgeon General of the United States Air
Force, he is the only healthcare administrator
in the Air Force to ever attain this position. It
is both fitting and appropriate to take a mo-
ment to celebrate the accomplishments of this
decorated officer.

General Wyrick, a young West Texas gen-
tleman, entered the military in 1969 as a grad-
uate of the Texas Christian University Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps. General
Wyrick displayed his natural leadership abili-
ties in successful early, military assignments
at Charleston Air Force Base, South Carolina
and Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. Gen-
eral Wyrick then earned a Master's Degree in
Health Service Administration from Baylor Uni-
versity. His vast knowledge of administrative
strategy and leadership was complemented by
additional, highly competitive academic en-
deavors. Graduation from Air War College and
participation in select leadership development
programs at Duke University and Cornell Uni-
versity are included among his most recent
academic accomplishments. Baylor University
has since recognized General Wyrick with the
Distinguished Alumni Award from the Grad-
uate Program in Health Care Administration.
Many additional honors have also been be-
stowed upon the General for his administrative
excellence, including the Outstanding Federal
Services Administrator Award from the Asso-
ciation of Military Surgeons of the United
States and the Healthcare Administration
Award from the American Academy of Medical
Administrators.

General Wyrick has held numerous key do-
mestic and overseas assignments in the Air
Force Medical Service. In addition to being
named the Chief Administrator of four Air
Force hospitals, he directed the medical pro-
grams and resources in the headquarters of
the Office of the Surgeon General prior to
being named the Deputy Surgeon General of
the Air Force. As Chief of the Air Force Med-
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ical Service Corps, General Wyrick’s vital task
was coordinating and executing the health
care mission of the United States Air Force.
The finesse with which he shoulders every re-
sponsibility has helped General Wyrick be-
come such a highly decorated leader. Today,
he proudly wears the Air Force Commendation
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Meri-
torious Service Medal with four oak leaf clus-
ters, and the prestigious Legion of Merit.

Major General Wyrick’s wife, Carol, and chil-
dren, Brian and Lauri, and his hometown of
Amarillo, Texas look to General Wyrick as a
source of great pride. He has brought honor to
the distinguished uniform of the United States
Air Force that he has proudly worn for the
past 30 years. His unmatched leadership abil-
ity and strength of character set him apart as
one of our nation’s finest citizens and most
valued military officers. It is my pleasure to
recognize General Michael K. Wyrick's out-
standing career of exemplary service.

SIKHS SHOULD NOT BE HARASSED
FOR CARRYING A RELIGIOUS
SYMBOL, THE KIRPAN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, America is a
country where everyone enjoys religious free-
dom. There are about 500,000 Sikhs in this
country and they have every right to practice
their religion in this country. Sikhs have con-
tributed to America in many walks of life, from
agriculture to medicine to law, among others.
Sikhs participated in World War | and World
War Il, and a Sikh even served as a Member
of Congress in the 1960s. His name was Dalip
Singh Saund and he was from California.

When a Sikh is baptized, he or she is re-
quired to have five symbols called the five Ks.
They are unshorn hair (Kes), a comb (Kanga),
a tracelet (Kara), a kind of shorts (Kachha),
and a ceremonial sword (Kirpan). Sometimes
law enforcement officers in this country con-
sider a Kirpan a concealed weapon and arrest
the Sikh carrying a Kirpan.

Earlier this week, Gurbachan Singh Bhatia,
a 69-year-old Sikh, was arrested in the sub-
urbs of Cleveland for carrying a concealed
weapon. He is to appear at a pretrial hearing
on October 4. | hope that the case against Mr.
Bhatia will be dismissed.

A similar case happened in Cincinnati in
1996. The First Ohio District Court of Appeals
overturned a municipal court conviction of a
Sikh man for carrying a concealed weapon.
Judge Mark Painter of that court wrote that “to
be a Skih is to wear a kirpan—it is that simple.
It is a religious symbol and in no way a weap-
on.”

Like Christianity, the Sikh religion is a
monotheistic, divinely revealed and inde-
pendent religion which believes in the equality
of the whole human race, including gender
equality. They pray, work hard to earn an hon-
est living, and share their earnings with the
needy.

| know many Sikhs in my district who are
baptized and carry this symbol Kirpan. | would
not like any of my constituents to be harassed
for practicing their religion. We must educate
our law-enforcement agencies regarding this
religious symbol of the Sikhs.
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Our Constitution grants religious freedom to
all. We want Sikh Americans to practice their
religion without any interference, even if we
have to pass special legislation allowing the
Sikhs to carry Kirpans.

| would like to put the Detroit News article
on the Bhatia case into the RECORD.

[From the Detroit News, Sept. 23, 1999]
CAN A WEAPON BE A RELIGIOUS ICON?

MENTOR, OHIO—When he was baptized a
Sikh in India, Gurbachan Singh Bhatia, now
69, vowed to always wear a kirpan, a 6-inch
knife symbolizing his willingness to defend
the faith.

But during investigation of a minor traffic
mishap in this Cleveland suburb, Bhatia was
arrested for carrying a concealed weapon. At
the time, he was returning home from a reli-
gious ceremony blessing the new home of a
Sikh family.

Police Chief Richard Amiott said his offi-
cers acted properly in enforcing the law ban-
ning concealed weapons. ‘“How can you de-
scribe for me the difference between a cere-
monial knife and any knife?”” he asked.

Bhatia must appear for a pretrial hearing
Oct. 4. If convicted, he could face up to six
months in jail and a $1,000 fine. But Ron
Graham, city prosecutor, said he may be
willing to drop the charges if the Sikh priest
can demonstrate that he is required by his
religion to carry the Kirpan.

Although state law does not allow for ex-
ceptions, Graham said, “We don’t want to
prosecute anyone for exercising religious
freedom.”

In a similar case in Cincinnati in 1996, the
1st Ohio District Court of Appeals over-
turned a municipal court conviction of a
Sikh man for carrying a concealed weapon.

“To be a Sikh is to wear a kirpan—it is
that simple. It is a religious symbol and in
no way a weapon,” Judge Mark Painter
wrote.

RECOGNITION OF JOANNA LUBKIN
AND THE STUDENT HISTORIC
PRESERVATION TEAM

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
your attention an event in which | participated
celebrating the 35th anniversary of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, and to bring
recognition to the remarkable young girl | met
and the group to which she belongs.

On July 22, 1999, | joined civic and con-
servation leaders on a bicycle tour of Mine
Falls Park in Nashua, New Hampshire, which
has received four separate state-side grants
totaling $684,496. During the tour, we stopped
at a gatehouse built in 1886. Fairgrounds Jun-
ior High School student Joanna Lubkin told us
about her involvement with the Student His-
toric Preservation Team (SHPT) and their ef-
forts to restore the building.

The team’s restoration efforts began last
May with the removal of graffiti from the build-
ing’s exterior. Once the removal is complete,
the students plan to landscape the area sur-
rounding the building and create inside a mu-
seum. The museum would highlight the gates
that regulated the flow of water into a canal
that runs from Mine falls to Nashua’'s millyard,
providing power to the textile mills that were a
vital part of Nashua's development as a manu-
facturing center in the 19th century.
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This project is important, not only because
of the gatehouse’s historic value to the com-
munity, but also because of the impact partici-
pating in its restoration has had on Joanna
Lubkin. | hope that Joanna’'s experience will
encourage other young people to get involved
in their community.

Mr. Speaker, | submit to you a copy of Jo-
anna Lubkin’s remarks for the RECORD:

My name is Joanna Lubkin and | have been
an active part of the Student Historic Pres-
ervation Team for about a year. | hope to see
this project out to the end and beyond. Being
in SHPT has really changed my outlook on
life and the world around me. | have met
many new friends and have been able to meet
with city officials and have conversations
with them about our generations vision for
the future. For once | felt that | could really
make a difference in our community.

When Ms. Coe told my class about the
Gatehouse and its role in the making of our
city and its sad story of neglect, | felt com-
pelled to join the club, if nothing else to
learn some more about the history of Nash-
ua. Over that school year, | learned about
more than just my city’s past, | realized that
we cannot hope to achieve a new future with-
out maintaining the links to our past. | ac-
complished things that | didn’t think I'd
ever be able to do, (or want to do for that
matter—but | had a blast!) such as editing
the first issue of our newsletter.

I also spent many hours fundraising and
planning with the group. During that time, |
often found myself thinking about what a
monumental task it was that we were trying
to accomplish, but the more | thought about
it, the more | felt proud to be a part of such
a group of people.

I’'ll never forget how nervous | was at the
first Charrette that we held at City Hall.
Other older members in the group had meet-
ings with big professionals like this before,
but for me, | had never even been in City
Hall except once on a tour. The feeling | had
when | saw the other adults in the room nod-
ding in agreement with our plans was almost
indescribable. Until then, | had this tiny
voice in the back of my head saying, ‘“What
are you nuts? You’re a kid! No one’s going to
listen to you.” But they did listen. And for
once someone thought of kids not as a bunch
of little gremlins to keep control of, but as
real people who could be just as serious as
any adult.

I look at things now from a point of view
where if there is something that | see as un-
just | can do something to make a difference.
I find myself sticking up for other kids more
often now and voicing my opinions about
what is going on in the world. I realize that
I can no longer be a passive person who sits
and watches the news and says, ‘“Wow. Wish
I could do something like that.”” I have the
chance to actually be the person making the
news, and that | can really do things to help
other people.

JOANNA LUBKIN,
SHPT Member.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EVA M. CLAYTON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
September 21, 1999 | was in my district as-
sisting my constituents with the devastation of
Hurricane Floyd.

Had | been present, the following is how |
would have voted: Rollcall No. 427 (H.R.

2116) “aye”"—Veterans’ Millennium Health
Care Act; rollcall No. 428 (H.R. 1431) “aye"—
Coastal Barrier Resources Reauthorization;
and rollcall No. 429 (H.R. 468) “aye”—Saint
Helena Island National Scenic Area Act.

DOLLARS TO THE CLASSROOM

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today, | am intro-
ducing the Dollars to the Classroom Resolu-
tion, to benefit schoolchildren and teachers all
across this country, by calling on education
agencies at all levels to get 95 percent of fed-
eral education dollars into the classrooms of
this country. A similar resolution passed the
House 310-99 in the 105th Congress.

Further, the Dollars to the Classroom Act
language to codify the principles in the resolu-
tion also passed the House in the 105th Con-
gress.

| have been working on this legislation be-
cause | believe in the importance of doing all
that we can to improve the academic achieve-
ment of our public school children. How is this
accomplished? We believe that empowering
the teachers and bolstering the classroom re-
sources of our kids directly improves their
learning process.

When we think of our childrens’ efforts to
learn, we often think of the tools that go into
forming and shaping their young minds: tools
like books, globes, computers . . . and
things like flash cards, spelling tests, and cal-
culators. We do not think of bureaucratic pro-
grams and stacks of paperwork. Yet, many of
our federal dollars that go to elementary and
secondary education do not reach our kids.
That's why Dollars to the Classroom is so im-
portant. This is a simple concept. Instead of
keeping education dollars here in Washington,
let's ensure that 95 cents on every federal dol-
lar is sent directly to parents, teachers, and
principals who are truly helping our children in
the learning process.

Passage of the Dollars to the Resolution,
followed by the Dollars to the Classroom Act
would mean millions in new dollars for school-
children across the country.

This is the next common sense step in our
efforts to improve public education for the stu-
dents of the next millennium.

RACIAL TERRORISM AT FLORIDA
A&M UNIVERSITY

HON. ALLEN BOYD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 1999

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, many of you have
seen in the Washington Post today that Flor-
ida A&M University, a historically black college
in Florida’s Second Congressional District, has
been targeted by a racist bomber. In the last
month, the school has received several bomb
threats and has suffered two random blasts in
an administrative facility and an academic
building. While we are grateful that none of
the students or faculty have been injured in
these horrible incidents, a caller to a local tele-
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vision station, using racial slurs and profanity,
indicated that these two bomb blasts are “just
the beginning.”

This racial terrorism has brought classes at
Florida A&M to a halt, frightened students and
faculty, and stunned the surrounding Tallahas-
see community. Following this most recent
bombing, | spoke with the President of Florida
A&M, Dr. Frederick Humphries, about his ef-
forts to avoid further tragedy. With the assist-
ance of local and federal law enforcement offi-
cers, school officials have been working to im-
prove security and identify suspects. Dr. Hum-
phries has increased mechanical surveillance
and the number of police officers patrolling
campus. However, as with any large school,
the challenge of scouring every inch of cam-
pus is monumental.

Today, | ask for your prayers and support
for my constituents whose lives have been
turned upside down by this evil plot. Florida
A&M has a history of excellence, and the
school’s efforts to provide superb educational
opportunities to its students should not be hin-
dered by the acts of one hateful individual. |
pray that these terrorist acts will not only be
brought to a quick demise, but they will also
serve to unite the Tallahassee community
against the racial hatred of a select few.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 1059,
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my strong support for the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2000, S. 1059, which includes legislation to re-
form the Department of Energy (DOE) to en-
sure the security of our strategic nuclear de-
fense.

| rise today to address the concern that by
creating the National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration (NNSA) there may be a negative ef-
fect on Defense Facilities Closure Projects. In
fact, the language establishing the NNSA is in-
tended to complement the ongoing work at
Closure Project sites rather than to hinder it.

Specifically, the NNSA should have a posi-
tive effect at Closure sites because a greater
priority will be placed on the consolidation of
defense program and material disposition in-
ventories from Closure sites to other DOE fa-
cilities with an ongoing national security mis-
sion. In addition, the creation of the NNSA
does not impact the funding structure of the
Environmental Remediation and Waste Man-
agement activities.

Part of the reason we have seen progress
at the Closure sites has been the use of inte-
grated funding under a separate Closure
Projects line item and the Department should
continue this approach in order to ensure that
Closure sites retain maximum funding flexi-
bility and expedited nuclear materials move-
ment.
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