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GOVERNMENT SPONSORED PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Country—

United States Canada United Kingdom Germany Japan Netherlands France Sweden

National
Policy.

No outpatient prescription
drug coverage for sen-
iors under Medicare.
Medicaid provides pre-
scription drug cov-
erage for some low-in-
come seniors; policies
vary by state.

All provinces provide pre-
scription drug plans
for senior citizens,
with copayments that
vary by province.

Prescription drug cov-
erage with co-pay-
ments; exemptions
from some copayments
for people over age 60.

Copayments range from
$5 to $7, depending
on the prescription.
Patients also pay the
difference between
government reim-
bursed price and the
market price (typically
the difference between
generic and name
brand.

Free medical care for all
individuals over age
70 (over 65, if bed-
ridden), with nominal
co-payments. Free care
includes ‘‘supply of
medications’’ Addi-
tional nominal co-pay-
ment for individuals
taking more than one,
two to three, or six or
more prescription
drugs per day.

Patient cost sharing of
20 percent, up to a
maximum level. In ad-
dition, patients pay
difference between
maximum reimbursed
price and the market
price, similar to Ger-
many.

‘‘Essential drugs’’ (e.g.,
cancer treatment) re-
quire no cost sharing;
‘‘Normal prescriptions’’
(e.g., antibiotics) re-
quire 30% cost shar-
ing; ‘‘comfort’’ drugs
(e.g., tranquilizers) re-
quire 60% cost shar-
ing. Elderly individuals
with a need for mul-
tiple drugs are reim-
bursed for all costs.

No charge for pharma-
ceuticals for treatment
of chronic diseases.
$10 co-payment for all
other prescription
drugs. Annual copay-
ments capped at
$200, for combination
of prescription drugs,
physician consulta-
tions, physical therapy,
and hospital inpatient
care

Does this
cov-
erage
exist
for
non-el-
derly?.

No. Low-income individ-
uals may be covered
under Medicaid. Varies
by state.

No. Extent of coverage
varies by province.

Yes. However, coverage
for elderly is more
generous.

Yes ................................... Yes. However, coverage
for elderly is more
generous.

Yes ................................... Yes. However, coverage
for elderly needing
multiple drugs is more
generous.

Yes

Source: The Boston Consulting Group, Inc. ‘‘Ensuring Cost-Effective Access to Innovative Pharmaceuticals: Do market Interventions Work?’’, April 1999. Graig, Laurene A., Health of Nations: An International Perspective of U.S. Health Care
Reform. (Congressional Quarterly Inc. Washington, DC: 1999). Lassey, Marie L., Lassey, William, R., and Martin J. Jinks. Health Care Systems Around the World: Characteristics, Issues, Reforms. (Prentice Hall, New Jersey: 1997).

RECOGNIZING STANLEY M.
CHESLEY UPON HIS RECEIVING
THE SHALOM PEACE AWARD

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Stanley M. Chesley, a distinguished
constituent, who will receive the prestigious
Shalom Peace Award from the Jewish Na-
tional Fund on November 6, 1999.

The Shalom Peace Award is given to those
who have made outstanding contributions to
Israel and peace. It has been presented to an
individual only eight times in the 99 year his-
tory of the Jewish National Fund. In receiving
the award, Mr. Chesley joins other esteemed
recipients, including Elie Weisel, Lady Mar-
garet Thatcher, General Colin Powell, and
Jihan Sadat.

Stan Chesley was born on March 26, 1936
in Cincinnati. He received his B.A. from the
University of Cincinnati in 1958 and his LL.B.
in 1960. He was admitted to the bar in 1960,
and joined the law firm that is now known as
Waite, Schneider, Bayless & Chesley, L.P.A.
Mr. Chesley currently serves as President of
the firm. He is a member of the bars of the
Supreme Court of the United States, the Su-
preme Court of Ohio, and the United States
District Court of Appeals for the Second,
Fourth and Sixth Circuits. For eight years, he
served on the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Board
of Commissioners on Grievances and Dis-
cipline, and was Vice Chair for two years. He
has been a lecturer and author for the Amer-
ican Bar Association and many other legal or-
ganizations.

While Stan Chesley is an accomplished and
successful attorney, he also is well known for
his dedicated public service. In 1995, he was
appointed to the United States Holocaust Mu-
seum Council by President Clinton. He also
serves on the National Board of Governors of
Hebrew Union College, the National Executive
Committee of the American Israel Public Af-
fairs Committee, the National Board of Direc-
tors of the American Committee for the
Weizmann Institute of Science, the Board of
Trustees of the University of Cincinnati and
Board of Directors of the University of Cin-
cinnati Foundation. He generously gives of his
time to these and many other worthwhile orga-
nizations and causes in Greater Cincinnati.

Cincinnati salutes Stan Chesley as he re-
ceives this well deserved recognition.
f

WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN TO THE WOMEN, SPIR-
ITUAL MIDWIVES OF THE MIL-
LENNIUM CONFERENCE

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW
OF MICHIGAN
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end women from across the world will gather
in Windsor, Ontario to celebrate 300 years of
international diversity at the ‘‘Women, Spiritual
Midwives of the Millennium’’ Conference.

This weekend’s conference will emphasize
the important role women play in breaking
down the walls of racism and will celebrate the
differences that make each women unique. I
would like to extend my enthusiastic support
to the conference participants as they unite
women from all corners of the world with their
healing message of love and understanding.

Leading the conference will be two dynamic
women whose strong spirituality has defined
their careers, Marianne Williamson and Rev-
erend Ortheia Barnes-Kennerly.

Marianne Williamson has earned inter-
national acclaim for her talents as an author
and lecturer. Her words have motivated and
inspired. Ms. Williamson co-founded The Ren-
aissance Alliance, a non-profit organization
applying spiritual principles to social and polit-
ical issues, and is committed to causes bene-
fitting people with life-threatening illness. In
addition to her other accomplishments,
Marianne Williamson is the spiritual leader of
the Church of Today, the Unity Church of
Warren, Michigan. Ms. Williamson is a role
model for young women everywhere and an
extraordinary example of the selflessness of
the human spirit.

Reverend Ortheia Barnes-Kennerly’s life has
been defined by her commitment to diversity
and spirituality. She and her husband, Robert
E. Kennerly, founded the SpiritLove Ministries
in Detroit. Through both words and song, Rev-
erend Barnes-Kennerly has moved people of
all colors and creeds to love and heal.

Today I recognize the efforts of Marianne
Williamson and the Reverend Ortheia Barns-
Kennerly and encourage them to continue to
preach their messages of unity and strength.

TRIBUTE TO THE ACADEMY OF
OUR LADY OF GUAM

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM
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Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, fifty years
ago, Bishop Apollinaris William Baumgartner
laid the groundwork for the establishment of
the Academy of Our Lady of Guam. With the
assistance of my aunt, Sister Mary Inez
Underwood, the Academy first opened its
doors on September 8, 1949—the first class
consisting of 36 freshmen who received class-
room instruction from within a section of the
Agana Cathedral Activities Hall. Within that
hall, the students developed skills in the
sciences, mathematics, language and fine arts
under the able direction of the Sisters of
Mercy.

Under Monsignor Felixberto Camacho Flo-
res, the future Archbishop of Agana, construc-
tion of a permanent structure for the school
commenced in 1960. Since then, the Academy
has attained high standards of education and
has been at the forefront in delivering quality
educational services to the young women of
Guam. From an initial enrollment of 36 stu-
dents in 1949, the student body now consists
of over 400 young women. In 1973, it became
the first high school on Guam to receive full
accreditation. Under the Western Association
of Schools and Colleges, the Academy has
gone through the accreditation process four
times since—the last being in March of 1996.

Through the years, the Academy has distin-
guished itself as one of the finest college and
career-bound preparatory schools on Guam
and the Western Pacific. Due to the school’s
high academic standards, Academy students
have brought honors to the island of Guam.
As presidential scholars, national merit schol-
ars and national and international sports com-
petition champions, Academy students have
garnered honors and brought them back to
Guam. Today, we find the school’s graduates
in various leadership positions. The Academy
has generated, among others, doctors, judges,
lawyers, corporate executives, diplomats, and
public officials.

As this fine Catholic institution celebrates its
golden jubilee, I extend my sincerest congratu-
lations to the administrators, faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumnae of the Academy of Our
Lady of Guam. For fifty years, the Academy
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has provided quality education and guidance
to Guam’s young women. As a result, the
school’s alumnae have made substantial con-
tributions toward the transformation of Guam
from an island ravaged by war in the forties to
its present status as a political and economic
center in the Western Pacific. I am confident
that this institution of faith and learning will
continue its commitment to excellence by pro-
viding a valuable educational opportunity to
the young women of Guam.
f

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
BILL PETERSON, MINNESOTA
AFL–CIO SECRETARY-TREAS-
URER

HON. BRUCE F. VENTO
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to my colleagues attention the retirement
of an individual who has committed his life as
a tireless advocate for working men and
women in Minnesota and our nation, Bill Pe-
terson. Mr. Peterson has announced that he
will retire from his nine years of service as the
Minnesota AFL–CIO Secretary-Treasurer. Be-
fore that, Bill served as the Executive Sec-
retary of the Minnesota Building Trades and
business representative to the Iron Workers
Local 512.

I have had the privilege of knowing Bill Pe-
terson since his days as a ‘‘hand’’ on the job.
In fact, he has had the benefit of working and
associating with all of the Vento Boys (Dan,
Frank, Kurt and myself) since he first started
on his journey of the building trades leader-
ship. He began as an Ironworker Business
Representative, followed as the MN Building
Trades Executive Secretary and eventually
was elected to serve as the AFL–CIO Min-
nesota State Federation Secretary-Treasurer.

During his many years of service, Bill Peter-
son has worked to improve the quality of life
for working families. His effectiveness during
tough times as a spokesman for the Min-
nesota AFL–CIO has greatly benefited working
people and educated more than one legislator.
Under Bill Peterson, there have been great
strides in the development of worker pension
programs, the availability of year-round work
for members of the building trades, the State
Davis-Bacon law, the State Apprenticeship
Council, and Union Labor Project contract
agreements. Today and tomorrow, worker’s
conditions and wages will continue to evolve
on the basis of the foundation established by
building trade labor leaders like Bill Peterson.

There have also been some very tough
events during Bill’s tenure. One vivid event I’ll
always recall is when the tower antenna went
down in Shoreview and iron workers lost their
lives. While we grieved over their deaths, we
also resolved not to let this accident go unno-
ticed. As a result, when Minnesota joined in
the establishment of a worker’s memorial day,
it is events like this that are remembered. The
Minnesota Building Trades have also been
leaders for tough Occupational Health and
Safety Act enforcement, with Bill Peterson in
the forefront leading the fight for on the job
safety and health.

Bill Peterson will best be remembered for
his commitment to education and to the chil-

dren of working men and women. When the
federal commitment to State Apprenticeship
programs was under attack, Bill Peterson ral-
lied Congressional and national labor to keep
this important training program in place. As a
key elected state-wide Member of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Board of Regents, Bill has
been a strong voice for working families, advo-
cating forcefully to keep a college education
as a financially viable option for the children of
working families and for working men and
women seeking new careers.

In addition to his professional activities, Bill
has been a volunteer extraordinaire, donating
his time and talents for my benefit and that of
many others. It is in that role that I will always
remember Bill. While many will remember him
working the halls of the State Capitol or
speaking at the State AFL–CIO convention, I
will always picture Bill in an apron carrying a
pot of Minnesota corn at the annual Vento
Corn Feed for 25 years.

Despite the health challenges that have
been a part of his life from youth, Bill has
done much more than this share as a profes-
sional and a volunteer. His life’s work provides
labor brothers and sisters the shoulders to
stand upon as today’s and tomorrow’s Min-
nesota Union movement and views move into
the future.

Bill Peterson is truly an example of those
whose successful leadership has positively
promoted rights for the workers and workers
families in our community. We are all richer for
his advocacy, his hard work and most impor-
tantly, his friendship. I, as many throughout
the labor-political sphere, deeply appreciate
his friendship, support and counsel through
the years.

All my best to Bill and also to his family,
who have provided support through the years:
his wife Lolly, their three children and grand-
children. It is with heartfelt thanks that I wish
Bill Peterson the best of health and a well-de-
served retirement.
f
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OF ILLINOIS
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I take

this opportunity to pay tribute to one of the
most committed, most dedicated and most
courageous public interest advocates this
country has ever known, Mr. Otto McMath.

Whereas, the Almighty God has called to
his eternal rest, my friend and neighbor, Mr.
Otto McMath; and whereas, for more than
twenty years, Mr. Otto McMath was an integral
part of the staying power of the South Austin
Coalition Community Council; and whereas,
the South Austin Coalition Community Council,
is one of the most effective organizations of its
kind; and whereas, Otto McMath and his
neighbors have been instrumental in devel-
oping, promoting, and generating funds for the
Low Energy Assistance Program, fighting back
against redlining and other forms of economic
discrimination and in developing community
policing and neighborhood safety programs.
As a member of SACCC, Mr. McMath’s acts
of heroism are legendary. He was never a
limelighter; but could always be counted upon
to rise to the occasion when the need pre-
sented itself.

Mr. McMath had a serious understanding of
community interest and functioned with a high
level of principle. He was never one to go
along to get along or to make decisions on the
basis of individual self interest or expediency.
He was a true warrior, a true soldier and a
true hero for the people.

I thank you Otto McMath. You knew how to
live and you have died with dignity.
f

SPANISH PARKS WILDERNESS ACT
OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. DIANA DeGETTE
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999

Ms.DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of H.R. 898 to designate certain land in the
San Isabel National Forest in the State of Col-
orado as the ‘‘Spanish Peaks Wilderness’’. I
believe wilderness designation for the Spanish
Peaks is a critical first step toward preserving
the unique, pristine wild lands in Colorado. In
the last Congress, I cosponsored legislation
introduced by Representative David Skaggs
and cosponsored by Representative MCINNIS
which would have protected Spanish Peaks as
wilderness.

This year’s version is a good bill, but it con-
tains a change which causes great concern.
Unfortunately, a new provision in the bill al-
lows the Forest Service to continue to permit
motorized access to an off-road segment of
the Wahatoya trailhead. This provision is both
unnecessary and environmentally damaging. I
hope the legislation will be amended to pre-
vent such motorized use in this off-road seg-
ment.

With the introduction of H.R. 829, the Colo-
rado Wilderness Act of 1999, and H.R. 898, I
am heartened that we are having an active
and thoughtful debate on wilderness. The ma-
jority of Coloradans believe that we must pro-
tect the forty-nine areas designated in my leg-
islation as well as the Spanish Peaks. These
areas constitute the backbone of our state’s
beauty and are essential in preserving our
quality of life.

I commend my colleague for recognizing the
importance of preserving lands like the Span-
ish Peaks Wilderness.
f

MARKING THE DAY THAT
NGAWANG CHOEPHEL WAS DE-
TAINED BY THE GOVERNMENT
OF CHINA IN 1995

HON. BERNARD SANDERS
OF VERMONT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 15, 1999

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, today marks
the day the Ngawang Choephel, a Tibetan
musicology student at Middlebury College in
Vermont, was detained by the Government of
China four years ago. Ngawang Choephel
studied musicology at Middlebury College on a
Fulbright scholarship, and he was reported
missing in 1995 while researching folk music
in Tibet as part of his studies. It was more
than a year before the Government of China
acknowledged his arrest and imprisonment.
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