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of the case by a suspicious division in the
court, and a the third judge took over.

The process has revealed that the charges
against the Yoga school were promoted by
three families whose daughters were suf-
fering bad treatment before entering the
Yoga school, from their mothers and fathers.
(In the first case the woman was charged by
her stepfather of showing strange behavior,
that he ascribed to the Yoga School and its
alleged ‘‘brain washing’’ by members of the
school).

The stepfather, with his so called ‘‘expert’’
in cults Mr. Silletta started a virulent cam-
paign against the Yoga School, through the
media. Last March, the third judge started
the second process against the yoga school
(double jeopardy, ‘‘non bis in idem’’), victim-
izing three women, Veronica Cane, Valeria
Llamas, and Carla Paparella and under peti-
tion of their parent declared them mentally
‘‘incapable’’ without taking into consider-
ation their psychiatric reports compulsorily
ordered by the first judge Berges. The three
women, hopeless, came to my home in order
to ask me, as a well known human rights de-
fender, for help.

That is the reason why I am here. I have
tried to speak with Judge Corvalan de la
Colina, and with the Secretary of the court,
but it was useless, the judge never received
myself nor the three women. It seems he is
accustomed to ignoring the arguments of
anyone who knows what is happening in his
court.

This is why I have decided to present my
testimony as a witness at this briefing, in
order to protect the above mentioned
women, and to carry over my experiences as
a member and founder of human rights
NGO’s, such as the Assembly of Human
Rights, The Center for Legal and Social
Studies, and the Movement for Life and
Peace.

Thank you very much Honorable Rep-
resentatives.
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Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to Captain Louis
‘‘Deak’’ Childress, who is leaving his post this
month as the Commanding Officer of Naval
Air Station Lemoore, in Lemoore, California.
For the past three years, Captain Childress
has dedicated himself to improving the quality
of life of the Lemoore community and expand-
ing the base’s military capabilities.

Captain Childress began his Naval career in
1973. He has held numerous assignments, in-
cluding flying the F–4 Phantom from the decks
of the USS Nimitz and USS Forrestal in
Oceana, Virginia, serving as an instructor pilot
at NAS Miramar in San Diego, and serving in
the Persian Gulf as Senior Naval Representa-
tive to COMUSNAVCENT’s contingency plan-
ning cell in Dharhran, Saudi Arabia.

In March of 1995, he was promoted to his
current rank of Captain, and reported as the
Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station,
Lemoore in July of 1996. While serving as
Commanding Officer of the base, Childress
has played a vital role in improving the facili-
ties and quality of life at NAS Lemoore. Re-
sponding to the concerns of his sailors and pi-
lots regarding living conditions on the base,

Captain Childress facilitated visits to the base
by members of the defense committees in
Congress and high-level Navy officials. He has
led efforts to build the base’s infrastructure,
which resulted in the 1998 announcement that
five squadrons of the new F/A–18E/F Super
Hornet Fighter aircraft will be based at
Lemoore, bringing an additional 6,000 per-
sonnel to the base.

Captain Childress’ continued efforts to im-
prove conditions at the base is exemplified by
the changes that have been made over the
last three years under his leadership. Some of
these accomplishments include his implemen-
tation of the innovative Regionalization Busi-
ness Analysis, facility renovations in anticipa-
tion of the new F/A–18E/F program, and brand
new housing facilities.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
today in congratulating Captain Childress for
his devoted service to the Navy and the
Lemoore community. He has distinguished
himself as an innovative leader and dedicated
Navy Captain. We wish him the best as he
leaves Lemoore to continue his service to the
Navy.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I commend the fol-
lowing article to my colleagues:

Whereas David Goodwin and Kerry Janas
were united in marriage on Saturday, August
7, 1999 in Cleveland, Ohio;

Whereas, David and Kerry declared their
love before God, family and friends;

Whereas, David and Kerry may be blessed
with all the happiness and love that two can
share and may their love grow with each
passing year;

Whereas, from this day forward, David and
Kerry will always remember the reason they
vowed their love and commitment to each
other. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating David and Kerry
Goodwin on their recent nuptials.
f

WILBUR ‘‘PONY’’ WILSON: AN
ATHLETE’S FRIEND

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that the Rutgers University-Camden
community is informed about the passing of
Wilbur ‘‘Pony’’ Wilson. Pony Wilson served the
Rutgers-Camden campus as athletic director
for almost 30 years. He passed away this past
Saturday evening. Few will deny Pony’s true
legacy is his commitment to encouraging stu-
dents to pursue their studies and their dreams.
He believed that education, not sports, was
the driving force for young men and women
who competed in athletics at Rutgers-Cam-
den.

In an interview prior to his retirement, Pony
noted ‘‘What’s most rewarding is that kids

now—since the late 60’s and early 70’s—are
graduating. When you talk about the percent-
age of the kids that played [sports], we had a
high rate on the basketball teams who got
their degrees.’’

To many, Pony was not only a colleague or
a coach, he was a friend to professors and
students alike who passed through the Rut-
gers-Camden campus. The current Athletic Di-
rector, Ed Cialella, who was Pony’s first hire in
1969 when he joined the college as an Assist-
ant Instructor of Physical Education, reflects,
‘‘We lost a friend of athletics, and an athlete’s
friend.’’

During his tenure at Rutgers-Camden, Pony
developed the athletic department from a five-
sport program—with no on-campus facilities
and no women’s teams—to one that boasts as
many as 14 teams with ample competition for
both genders. He was known throughout the
NCAA Division III conference for his belief that
education, not sports, was the priority of the
men and women at Rutgers-Camden.

Pony believed that ‘‘student athletes are stu-
dents first.’’ On behalf of all those lives that
Pony Wilson touched, I would like to convey
my most sincere condolences to his family.
May his unfailing commitment to university
athletics and education continue to live on in
every one of us.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in commending the Board
of Supervisors of San Francisco for their
adoption of a resolution, which was unani-
mously adopted on Monday, urging that Bay
Area Rapid Transit (BART) refrain from pur-
chasing steel rails produced by strikebreakers
at Oregon Steel’s Rocky Mountain Steel Mill in
Pueblo, Colorado. This principled action re-
flects the Supervisors’ deep concern for the
safety of Bay Area public transport con-
sumers, as well as their commitment to de-
fending fair labor practices in San Francisco
and across our nation.

The Rocky Mountain Steel Mill in Pueblo,
Colorado, illegally replaced 1,100 striking
steelworkers in 1997. This outrageous and ille-
gal action is only the most recent in a long
record of that company’s reckless disregard
for the welfare of its own employees. This
rogue corporation has been charged by the
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) with
over 100 violations of federal laws, and has
been found guilty by the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) of 62 willful
and serious health violations, resulting in the
second largest OSHA fine in the history of the
State of Colorado. Communities have both the
right and the obligation to expect higher stand-
ards of conduct from the entities that do busi-
ness with them.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the Super-
visors’ request that BART refuse to purchase
rails for the San Francisco Airport expansion
project from the Rocky Mountain Steel Mill.
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This vital transportation project cuts through
the heart of my congressional district, and I
strongly believe that the safety of my constitu-
ents should not be put at risk by the shoddy
work of inexperienced strikebreakers and the
corporate recklessness of Rocky Mountain’s
executives.

Since the decision to terminate its workforce
eighteen months ago, Rocky Mountain Steel
has reportedly encountered serious quality
problems with its manufactured products.
Under no circumstances should the well-being
of BART’s hundreds of thousands of regular
commuters be jeopardized by this corpora-
tion’s careless and irresponsible behavior.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the initiative taken
by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to
urge BART to end its purchases of Rocky
Mountain Steel. The company’s striking steel-
workers deserve better, and the safety of Bay
Area commuters demands no less.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to salute two very spe-
cial individuals, Barbara and Jay Vincent of
Richmond, California. Barbara and Jay each
deserve recognition in their own right for the
countless hours they have individually given to
their community. From Barbara’s leadership
with the PTA, League of Women Voters and
the Richmond Planning Commission, to Jay’s
involvement with the YMCA, Richmond Farm-
ers’ Market and the East Brother Light Station
restoration, the Vincents’ commitment has
touched every corner of the City.

Yet, perhaps the greatest contribution Bar-
bara and Jay have made to the future of Rich-
mond is their tireless efforts to preserve our
region’s open space and natural resources.
Long appreciating the beauty of the San Fran-
cisco Bay and its habitats, the Vincents have
worked to ensure that the Richmond shoreline
will continue to be accessible and enjoyed by
generations to come. It is indeed fitting that
the City of Richmond recently honored these
efforts by dedicating the Barbara and Jay Vin-
cent Park, a spectacular bayside site with
sweeping vistas of San Francisco, the Golden
Gate Bridge, Angel Island, and Mt. Tamalpais.

It has been my distinct honor and pleasure
to know and work with the Vincents during my
tenure in the U.S. Congress. Their personal
dedication to community service has always
been an exceptional source of inspiration. I
know my colleagues join me today in cele-
brating their many accomplishments, and in
expressing our deepest appreciation.
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Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
with a heavy heart, but a heart that is buoyed

by thoughts of hope and inspiration. In a little
over a week, the first day of school begins at
Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado,
which is located in my district.

We can all remember the first day of school
and the excitement that went along with it.
The anticipation for the year ahead and what
it would bring. The exhilarating feeling of see-
ing friends, joining new clubs and sports
teams, and being a part of something special.
I doubt that many of us would ever trade our
experiences in high school for anything.

Tragically, more than 2,000 students will
begin school at Columbine without twelve of
their classmates, and one teacher. These indi-
viduals are not among them not because they
have graduated and gone onto college or
moved to another town and now attend an-
other school. They are not pursuing passions
such as being a Navy pilot, fishing, singing,
playing football, traveling to France, acting,
playing music, working as a missionary, play-
ing volleyball, praying, or being a father. They
are not with them, because they were the vic-
tims of a senseless and destructive act that
took place April 20, 1999.

Among these students will be twenty-two in-
dividuals who were wounded during the
events of April 20th and are hoping to return
to school this year. These students and teach-
ers face challenges in the coming days and
beyond that no one should have to face in the
future. Richard Castaldo, Sean Graves, Anne
Marie Hochhalter, Lance Kirklin, Kasey
Ruegsegger, Patrick Ireland, Mark Taylor, Jen-
nifer Doyle, Makai Hall, Mark Kintgen, Nicole,
Nowlen, Danny Steepleton, Brian Anderson,
Stephen Austin Eubanks, Nicholas Foss,
Joyce Jankowski, Adam Kyler, Stephanie
Munson, Patricia Nielsen, Charles Simmons,
Evan Todd, and Michael Johnson are strong
enough to stand up and begin another chapter
in their lives, a chapter that we will help them
write by giving them every opportunity to have
a year of safe and enjoyable memories. Three
of the wounded, Valeen Schnurr, Lisa Kreutz,
and Jeanna Park, received their diplomas last
Spring, and have now begun the important
step of continuing on with life after such a
tragic event.

This tragedy has caused us as Americans
to reevaluate and reflect on our own moral
and social values and to reexamine the role
that we play as parents, relatives, and family
members in the lives of our nation’s children.
This tragedy has driven many of us to work to
bring not only healing, but also a reformation
of our way of life. Everyone who lives in Amer-
ica felt what happened to those students. The
phrase, ‘‘it can’t happen in my backyard’’ is
now gone for the residents of the Sixth Dis-
trict.

I do, however, feel hope and inspiration
today. I feel a sense of hope when I see and
hear the determination and genuine concern
that individuals have when discussing our
schools and a desire to make them a safe and
prosperous environment. I feel a great sense
of inspiration in these students and teachers
who are walking back through the same doors
they ran out on April 20, 1999. In fact, as of
August 2, no students had applied for a trans-
fer from Columbine. We are witnessing real
courage.

I ask that my colleagues in the United
States Congress, any my fellow citizens, pray

for the students of Columbine High School as
they start a new year. Pray that the smiles of
youth return to these students. Pray that we
have the power and the faith to do our part to
ensure that this horrible violation of innocence
is never repeated again.

And, most of all, pray for the families of:
Cassie Bernall, Steven Curnow, Corey
DePooter, Kelly Fleming, Matthew Kechter,
Daniel Mauser, Daniel Rohrbough, Rachel
Scott, Isaiah Shoels, John Tomlin, Lauren
Townsend, Kyle Velazques, and Dave Sand-
ers, the twelve students and one teacher who
will not be starting school this year.
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
honor the St. Bartholomew School in Elm-
hurst, Queens on the occasion of its 75th An-
niversary.

St. Bartholomew has been in the forefront of
providing a quality value-based education to
the children of the community for three-quar-
ters of a century. The School, the third largest
Catholic parochial school in the entire Diocese
of Brooklyn and Queens, currently has an en-
rollment of some 650 students and is accred-
ited by the prestigious Middle States Associa-
tion.

St. Bart’s, as it is affectionately known, first
opened its doors in 1923, and has since then
been an integral and significant element in the
life of the Elmhurst community. Elmhurst was
recently identified in the September issue of
National Geographic magazine as ‘‘Elmhurst
11373, the most ethnically diverse zip code in
the United States.’’ Affiliated with St. Bar-
tholomew Roman Catholic Parish, St. Bart’s
School ably reflects that rich diversity of herit-
age in a most enthusiastic way, welcoming
students of many religions and national origins
to participate in its outstanding academic pro-
gram.

In addition to a full schedule of academic
subjects, students in all grades receive in-
struction in computer skills, physical edu-
cation, and library science, and participate in
a host of interesting and informative clubs and
extracurricular activities. But most importantly,
the religious and lay faculty cooperate in striv-
ing for the utmost creativity in education, em-
phasizing values and excellence in an atmos-
phere of healthy academic discipline.

Finally, I would like to commend Sister Au-
gusta Conter, o.p., Principal, and Mr. Thomas
Straczynski, Social Studies teacher and Chair-
man of the 75th Anniversary Committee, as
well as all of the committee members whose
tireless efforts made the anniversary and its
many events a tremendous success.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying this
75th Anniversary tribute to a superb institution
of learning and to the people who help make
it all possible.
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