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reason, we propose a range of legislative ini-
tiatives that, when combined, offer a com-
prehensive package. We describe the details
of the Comprehensive Long Term Health Care
Act elsewhere in today’s RECORD. We hope
that our colleagues and advocacy groups will
join in support and in recommending refine-
ments and improvements.
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SILK ROAD STRATEGY ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 2, 1999

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, the
House, today, considered H.R. 1152, which
seeks to promote free market policies in the
new republics of Central Asia and the
Caucasus and to encourage foreign invest-
ment, increased trade and other forms of com-
mercial ties between the countries of these re-
gions and the rest of the world.

These are praiseworthy objectives, and leg-
islation expressing U.S. support for the fledg-
ling democracies of the Silk Road region de-
serves priority attention. Consequently, I sup-
port the goals of H.R. 1152, the Silk Road
Strategy Act of 1999.

At the same time, however, many compa-
nies from OECD countries, including the
United States, have substantial direct invest-
ments in several of the Silk Road countries
and are not being accorded fair treatment. In-
vestment contracts are not being honored, ex-
port permits are not being issued and de facto
nationalizations of foreign investment have oc-
curred. In several instances, formal complaints
have been lodged by investors through U.S.
and other embassies in the region.

In an effort to discourage this kind of mis-
treatment, the International Relations Com-
mittee amended the bill to include language
conditioning U.S. assistance on the fair treat-
ment of foreign investors. Specifically, the
amendment requires recipient governments to
demonstrate ‘‘significant progress’’ in resolving
investment and other trade disputes that have
been registered with the U.S. Embassy and
raised by the U.S. Embassy with the host gov-
ernment.

I was pleased to sponsor this amendment,
because without it the Silk Road bill could
have caused the beneficiary governments to
conclude that they had a green light to renege
on commitments to foreign investors, jeopard-
izing hundreds of millions of dollars of invest-
ments. In this regard, a number of pension
plans have investments in companies doing
business in countries such as Kazakhstan.
The average worker participating in a pension
is adversely affected as well, and this must
stop.

As amended, this bill should send a strong
signal that countries should not expect to re-
ceive U.S. assistance if they mistreat compa-
nies that provide critical investment capital and
employment opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 1152.

CONGRATULATING MS. TAMMARA
DEANE’ CRAWFORD ON HER SE-
LECTION AS A 1999 DEBUTANTE
OF DELTA SIGMA THETA SOROR-
ITY

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 3, 1999

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late a constituent of mine, Ms. Tammara
Deane’ Crawford on her selection as a 1999
Debutante of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. Ms.
Crawford is to be commended for her accom-
plishment and is, in my opinion, very deserv-
ing of this honor.

Ms. Crawford is sixteen years old and is a
senior at Woodlawn High School in Baton
Rouge. She sets the example for many of her
classmates by being involved in both the Stu-
dent Government Association and the
Woodlawn High School track team.

Not only has Ms. Crawford been a positive
example to her peers at Woodlawn High
School as a scholar, a student leader, and an
athlete, she is also a shining example to her
community. Ms. Crawford, in her spare time, is
an active member of St. Francis Xavier Catho-
lic Church, the Louisiana National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, the
African American Christian Youth Organiza-
tion, and the Baton Rouge Area Girl Scouts of
America. In addition to her involvement with
these community organizations, Ms. Crawford
also volunteers her time with the Volunteens
as well as teaching the proper handling of
horses at a local camp, Camp Marydale.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Crawford represents ev-
erything that is right with our youth in America.
At a time when the news regarding our young
people is so disturbing, and quite frankly de-
pressing, it is refreshing to take the time to
look at young women like Ms. Crawford who
not only recognize the need to excel in their
studies, but also recognize the need to be-
come involved in society at large. I am proud
to know that she is a constituent in Louisiana’s
Sixth Congressional District and I am proud to
have this opportunity to recognize her
achievements.

Mr. Speaker, I know that you and all of my
colleagues in the House of Representatives
join in congratulating Ms. Tammara Deane’
Crawford upon her selection as a 1999 Debu-
tante of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. I know
that she has made her parents, Eddie and
Myra, and her sister and brother, Taylor and
Timothy very proud.
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WILLIE MORRIS, FAMED MIS-
SISSIPPI WRITER PASSES AWAY

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 3, 1999

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, this morning I
stand before you, my colleagues and the
American people with sad news. One of our
nation’s greatest artists has passed away.

Yesterday, Willie Morris died. Willie lived in my
district down in Jackson. Willie will always live,
Mr. Speaker, in the hearts of thousands
around our planet who have read his words
discovering a world of penetrating wit, warm
memories, and prose that can bring the angels
to earth and soothe our longings to connect
with our broader world.

Willie Morris grew up in Yazoo City. We
know about small town America in the 1950’s
because Willie told us about it. He told us
about childhood friends like Bubba and Henjie.
And he let us remember the loving wags and
pants of childhood pets like his beloved dog
Skip. We remember an America that only chil-
dren can recall; an America of simple dreams
poised to enter the turbulent period we call the
sixties. Willie’s memories were our memo-
ries—Christmas with Uncle Percy in Jackson,
the smell of turkey and talk of baseball, high
school football on cool autumn nights, and
those first dates with sweaty palms and nerv-
ous laughs. How can we thank Willie Morris
enough for putting our memories on paper?

Willie gave us the sixties as a student at the
University of Texas and a Rhodes Scholar in
England. We came of age with Willie as he re-
called campus ramblings and long road trips.
Willie Morris told us about the reality of Amer-
ica and being a young person finding his place
in the greater American family. We see our-
selves seeking to understand and find our
places in the words of Willie.

When Willie Morris became editor of Harp-
er’s Magazine, he was the youngest to do so
in their history. He led Harper’s through the
late 1960’s and early 1970’s with courage and
honesty. He addressed the tough issues of the
day and refused to cave in to conventionality
for the sake of getting along. We met Truman
Capote, Bill Styron, and so many others
through Willie’s essays. In broadening his
world, ours was enlarged as well.

Following his years in New York, Willie be-
came Writer-in-Residence at Ole Miss and fin-
ished his years in Jackson. His commitment in
encouraging and bringing out the best of Mis-
sissippi’s collective nature was impactful and
profound. He mentored and gave us new
Southern writers like Donna Tartt. Willie made
us laugh at ourselves. He brought us together
as one.

I think Willie Morris let us embrace our
Southernness in the context of being a mem-
ber of the entire American family. In his prose,
Willie was honest about himself and his cul-
ture. Yet while embracing the truth, Willie
made us proud of our accomplishments, our
potential and ourselves. He was a visionary
who could make the past alive and relevant
while caring for the people and events of the
present.

We will always remember and have Willie
Morris at our side. We will read the pages of
North Toward Home, The Courtship of Marcus
Dupree, My Dog Skip, and his many other
books and essays with a reverence and real-
ization of our place in the world. Willie Morris
was our bridge between past and present, and
our voice for the better angels in us all. He al-
ways will be.
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HONORING ALAN KARCHER, AR-

CHITECT OF NEW JERSEY’S LEG-
ISLATURE

HON. RUSH D. HOLT
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 3, 1999
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to di-

rect the attention of my colleagues to the ac-
complishments of Central New Jersey’s Alan
Karcher, who died on Monday, July 26 at the
age of 56.

Mr. Karcher, a dedicated member of the
Democratic Party, represented the city of New
Brunswick and the rest of the 19th Legislative
District in the New Jersey Assembly for seven-
teen years.

His years of service had a lasting impact on
the politics of my state. As Lou Rainone, a
friend, aide, and law partner to Mr. Karcher,
has said, Mr. Karcher was ‘‘the architect of the
modern legislature in New Jersey. He made
the Legislature an equal branch of government
with the Governor’s administration.’’

Governor Christine Todd Whitman agrees.
On Tuesday, she ordered state government
flags flown at half-staff for the remainder of
the week, and remarked that Mr. Karcher
‘‘was a worthy and capable adversary who
truly embodied the spirit of the loyal opposi-
tion.’’

Mr. Karcher began his remarkable political
career early in life. In 1966, while still a stu-
dent at Rutgers University Law School, Mr.
Karcher served as Secretary to the President
of the New Jersey Senate. After several more
years of staff service to the legislature, Mr.
Karcher was elected to office himself in 1973.
Mr. Karcher went on to become Majority Lead-
er in 1980 and Speaker of the Assembly in
1981.

A political upset in 1985 brought the Repub-
licans a majority in the assembly and removed
Mr. Karcher from the Speaker’s chair. Yet Mr.
Karcher continued to serve in New Jersey pol-
itics, campaigning unsuccessfully for the
Democratic Governor’s nomination in 1989
and serving in the Democratic National Con-
vention in 1984 and 1988. Mr. Karcher retired
from the New Jersey Assembly in 1990.

Mr. Karcher’s service to his state and coun-
try did not end there. In 1990, Mr. Karcher ac-
cepted an appointment as a fellow in resi-
dence at the Institute of Politics at Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment. He wrote two books on political
issues and helped found the successful
Sayreville law practice of Karcher & Rainone.
In 1987, he served as an appellate counsel for
Mary Beth Whitehead-Gould in the historic
‘‘Baby M’’ surrogate-mother case which was
successfully argued before the New Jersey
Supreme Court.

After retiring to Princeton, New Jersey sev-
eral years ago, Mr. Karcher’s last great ac-
complishment was to rebuild the Democratic
party of Mercer County, where in 1998 he
helped to bring about my own upset victory
against a favored incumbent.

Mr. Speaker, Alan Karcher’s life was a
model of public service, commitment, and po-
litical integrity. He stands as an example to us
all, regardless of party and persuasion. I hope
that my colleagues in the House will join me
and other Central New Jerseyans in extending
our gratitude and condolences to Mr.
Karcher’s friends and family.

HONORING DR. JOE TARON

HON. WES WATKINS
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 3, 1999

Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Dr. Joe Taron, a faithful servant of the
people of Pottawatomie County, in the Third
Congressional District of the Great State of
Oklahoma. Dr. Joe has committed his life to
improving the quality of life of the people
around him, and his accomplishments over the
years are considerable.

For 23 years Dr. Joe’s vision, hard work,
perseverance and leadership have been the
inspiration of the effort of build the Wes Wat-
kins Reservoir near McLoud, Oklahoma, to
provide a permanent new water source to the
citizens of Pottawatomie County. On Monday,
August 9, the lake will be officially dedicated,
providing not only a valuable new source of
drinking water to the cities of Shawnee and
Tecumseh, but also providing the citizens of
Pottawatomie County and the people of cen-
tral Oklahoma with a great recreational re-
source for swimming, boating and fishing.

I am proud to call Dr. Joe my friend. He is
a wonderful ‘‘role model’’ for our children and
grandchildren, and our country is a better
place because of his work to help those
around him. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
Dr. Joe Taron for his outstanding commitment
to his community, state and country. I urge my
colleagues to join me in wishing Dr. Joe many
more years of continued joy and happiness.
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THE ANTHRAX ISSUE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

HON. WALTER B. JONES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 3, 1999

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
earlier today, a number of my colleagues
joined me in a press conference to discuss an
issue that I believe may jeopardize the readi-
ness of our military—the Department of De-
fense Anthrax Vaccination Immunization Pro-
gram.

Mr. GILMAN, Mr. BURTON, Mr. FILNER, Mr.
METCALF, and Mr. HAYES all joined me to ex-
press our shared concerns over the manda-
tory anthrax vaccination program.

I wanted to take a few moments to share
some of my thoughts on the press conference
and the anthrax issue as a whole.

In March of this year, I met with a number
of reservists from Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base in the Third District of North Carolina,
which I am proud to represent, to hear their
concerns about the mandatory anthrax vac-
cination program.

After listening to their concerns, I contacted
Secretary Cohen and requested the program
be halted until the questions surrounding the
program could be answered.

The Department denied my request. It also
failed to address my concerns.

Mr. Speaker, all branches of the military are
currently experiencing great difficulty in recruit-
ing and retaining quality military personnel.

Since the announcement of the mandatory
vaccination program in 1997, growing num-

bers of military personnel—particularly Guard
and Reservists—are choosing to resign rather
than take what may be an unsafe anthrax vac-
cine.

Now, military personnel across the country
are struggling with their options: take the vac-
cine or leave the service.

Unfortunately, too many are choosing the
latter.

At Travis Air Force Base alone, 32 pilots in
the 301st Airlift Squadron have resigned or
are planning to do so because of the anthrax
vaccine.

That is more than a fifty percent attrition
rate.

The Air Force estimates it costs $6 million
to train each pilot.

If this figure holds true, the United States is
losing over $190 million dollars worth of train-
ing and over 450 years worth of combined ex-
perience in the cockpit!

These statistics are not isolated to one unit
or one base.

A recent Baltimore Sun article reported that
as many as 25 F–16 pilots of 35 pilots in the
122nd Fighter Wing of the Indiana National
Guard might refuse the vaccination. This could
effectively ground the squadron.

At least one-third of the F–16 pilots in the
Wisconsin National Guard’s 115th Fighter
Wing is expected to refuse the vaccinations.

Another Air National Guard unit in Con-
necticut reportedly lost one-third of their pilots
for the same reason.

The active duty force is also plagued by this
problem.

Fourteen Marines in Hawaii and at least a
dozen in California have refused the vaccine
and are awaiting likely court-martials and dis-
honorable discharges.

Other reports indicate that even the Depart-
ment of Defense estimates several hundred
active personnel have refused the vaccine and
are awaiting disciplinary action.

In a time when all branches of our military
are faced with severe challenges in recruiting
and retaining quality military personnel, we
should be looking for ways to recruit and re-
tain these men and women, not drive them
away.

For this reason, Mr. GILMAN and I each in-
troduced separate pieces of legislation to ad-
dress the problem.

My legislation, H.R. 2543, the American Mili-
tary Health Protection Act, would make the
current Department of Defense Anthrax Vac-
cination Immunization Program voluntary for
all members of the Uniformed Services until
either: (1) The Food and Drug Administration
has approved a new anthrax vaccination for
humans; or (2) the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has approved a new, reduced shot course
for the anthrax vaccination for humans.

Mr. GILMAN’s legislation, H.R. 2548, stops
the vaccination program until the National In-
stitutes of Health has completed additional
studies.

However, today’s press conference was not
about pushing a single bill. Instead, we were
there today because despite our respective
differences, there is solidarity in our goals.

Each of the men and women at the press
conference represented differing views on how
to best deal with the anthrax vaccination pro-
gram.

Yet, we all agreed on one point: The man-
datory anthrax program must be changed!
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