
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8483July 31, 1997
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

VERNAL G. RIFFE, JR.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise to
note the passing, today, of an Ohio leg-
end. Early this morning, an Ohio leg-
end died. Here is how Lee Leonard, the
dean of the Ohio statehouse press
corps, began his report in this morn-
ing’s Columbus dispatch:

Vernal G. Riffe, Jr., who rose from a Scioto
County insurance salesman to become one of
the most powerful figures in Ohio’s political
history, died today at 1:30 a.m. He was 72.’’

Vern Riffe served a record-breaking
20 years as Speaker of the Ohio House
of Representatives, from 1975 to 1995.
From the first day that he was elected
Speaker, he was ‘‘The Speaker’’ and
will always be, Mr. President, ‘‘The
Speaker.’’ He came to the Ohio House
in 1959, spent 16 years learning the
skills that would make him the most
effective as well as the longest-serving
speaker of the Ohio House of Rep-
resentatives.

He studied the approaches of legisla-
tive veterans. He learned a lot. He
learned that, in a legislative body, you
get a lot further by helping your col-
leagues move their own legislation for-
ward than you do by grandstanding. As
a result, Vern Riffe quickly became the
person both Republican and Demo-
cratic Governors turned to to make
things happen. Vern Riffe was a prag-
matic, results-oriented Speaker. He
was a partisan, but his greatest vic-
tories came from his willingness to
work with Republican Ohio Governors
to get things done for the people of
Ohio.

When Vern Riffe retired from the
Speakership, he said this:

If I was 20 years younger, I might be in the
mood for forming my own party, called the
Moderate Democrats or the Middle of the
Road Democrats.

That was Vern Riffe.
These are the lessons of Vern Riffe:

Hard work, learn the details, build con-
sensus, and put the interests of Ohio
ahead of the interests of your political
party.

Vern Riffe grew up in politics. his
family was highly political, and from
an early age he loved the nuts and
bolts of making government work. He
used to say, ‘‘I love being Speaker.’’

Political scientist Samuel C. Patter-
son of the Ohio State University
summed up Riffe’s style:.

Riffe loved working with his members,
doing favors for them, helping them get re-
elected, and assisting them in fulfilling their
own ambitions and their own objectives as
legislators. As a political leader, he was sup-
portive, and his success depended on his reli-
ability and trust. Riffe’s friendliness and his
southern Ohio, small town, ’down home’ de-

meanor, endeared him to his supporters and
disarmed most of his opponents. He was not
stridently partisan, a quality underscored by
the fact that the two prominent Repub-
licans, former long-time Governor James A.
Rhodes and former house Republican leader
Corwin Nixon, are among his closest per-
sonal friends.

That is the Vern Riffe that I remem-
ber. He used to spend time at the
Galleria across the street from the
Statehouse, meeting with members of
the house and senate in a very informal
way, reaching agreement on literally
countless issues. When he retired from
the house a couple of years ago, this is
what one State representative said:

Vern Riffe is the Woody Hayes of Ohio poli-
tics. Without his strong leadership, not just
the Ohio House, but all of State government
will be fundamentally different.

I think that is right. Vern Riffe was
a legend, a man who cared about using
the power he had to help the people of
Ohio.

In conclusion, Vern Riffe never lost
sight of the values he learned from his
closest political adviser, and, as he told
me, his closest friend. That was his
dad, Vernal G. Riffe, Sr., who was a
former railroader who served as mayor
of the town of New Boston. Vern Riffe’s
dad used to tell him: ‘‘Son, if you’re
going to be a leader, you’ve got to
lead.’’ Mr. President, Vern Riffe always
led.

Another Ohio legend, John Mahaney,
president of the Ohio Council of Retail
Merchants, put it best. He said about
Vern Riffe: ‘‘It’s like you get in the
Hall of Fame by batting .300, 15 out of
20 years. It’s longevity and consist-
ency. And (Vern Riffe) passes both
tests.’’

Mr. President, we will miss him a
great deal. In March of this year, he
and his wife Thelma began their 50th
year of marriage. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Ohio, I express my condolences
to Thelma and to their children—Cathy
Skiver, Verna Kay Riffe, Mary Beth
Hewitt, and Vernal G. Riffe III, and to
their seven grandchildren.

Mr. President, he was a good man.
I yield the floor and thank my col-

leagues.

f

COMPTROLLER GENERAL,
GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, before
leaving for the August recess, I want to
address the Senate briefly on the mat-
ter of the vacancy in the Office of the
Comptroller General. The General Ac-
counting Office is a vital organization
to the Congress, and the person se-
lected to head the GAO must have the
confidence of both the majority and
minority. When a vacancy occurs, a
commission is established by statute to
consider and recommend candidates to
the White House. The members of this
commission are the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House, the majority and minority lead-
ers in the House and Senate, and the
chairman and ranking member of the

Senate Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee and the House Government Reform
and Oversight Committee.

Members should be advised that this
group has been organized on a biparti-
san, bicameral basis, and we are mov-
ing forward. Based on the precedent of
alternating between Houses, I will
serve as chairman of the commission,
with the Speaker of the House serving
as vice chair. The Governmental Af-
fairs Committee has jurisdiction over
the General Accounting Office, and I
have asked Senator THOMPSON and his
staff to manage the administrative
tasks of the commission. There are a
number of candidates to start, but Sen-
ator DASCHLE joins me today in putting
all Members on notice that we are open
to recommendations. If you know of
someone interested in being considered
for the position, please advise me, the
minority leader, Senator THOMPSON, or
Senator GLENN at the Governmental
Affairs Committee, as soon as possible
to ensure that the commission has an
opportunity to consider all qualified
candidates.

f

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
THE BLIND OF KENTUCKY

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I want to
take this opportunity to recognize an
organization who has represented the
visually impaired for 50 years. Mem-
bers of the National Federation of the
Blind of Kentucky will convene on Sep-
tember 5 and 6 to celebrate their work
and commitment to improving the
lives of visually impaired citizens in
the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

The organization’s first president,
Harold L. Reagan, lived his life not as
a blind person, but as an American citi-
zen with a dream. Not only was Reagan
blind, but he also lost his arm. In the
1930’s this was not easy to overcome.
However, this did not stop Reagan. He
created an enterprise selling candy,
soft drinks and cigarettes over a
counter at the Jefferson County Court-
house in Louisville, KY. Reagan was
the first visually impaired person to
manage this type of business in Ken-
tucky and inspired many others to fol-
low in his footsteps.

Reagan faced adversity with courage
and strength. Along with fellow sup-
porters, Reagan helped shape a small
organization that became known as the
Kentucky Federation of the Blind. This
group challenged society to set aside
their biases, and opened doors for the
visually impaired. Their efforts led to
the establishment of a separate agency
for the blind in Kentucky which im-
proved services to the blind through
additional resources and the elimi-
nation of bureaucratic hurdles.

In 1947 Kentucky became the 27th
State affiliated with the National Fed-
eration of the Blind. In 1979 Betty
Niceley filled the shoes of her mentor
as President of the Kentucky chapter.

Visually impaired Kentuckians, fam-
ily, friends and citizens now reap the
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benefits of current information, edu-
cation, and a forceful advocate on
State and Federal issues.

Ongoing activities and constant pub-
lic contact continues to make the Na-
tional Federation of the Blind of Ken-
tucky a united force. Their efforts have
distinguished Kentucky as a leader
throughout the country for its research
and promotion of technology assisting
visually impaired users in obtaining
highly sought after computer jobs.

As times change, so do biases and ex-
pectations. This year the U.S. Senate
saw a staffer join us on the floor to as-
sist with important legislation. While
this is not unusual, it was unusual to
see this aid assisted by her guide dog.
This same aid and guide dog assisted
my office a little over a year ago.

I would never say the road that
Reagan and other visually impaired
Kentuckians have traveled was an easy
one to travel, but a necessary journey
to benefit generations to come. As
friends and family gather today and to-
morrow, it will not only be a time to
reflect on the past, but toward the fu-
ture.

I am proud to stand before you and
say the world is changing for the bet-
ter. I know you will join me in con-
gratulating the National Federation of
the Blind of Kentucky for 50 years of
dedication and service in our quest for
a better future.

f

TRIBUTE TO JOE R. CHRISTIAN

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I am
pleased to have the honor today of pay-
ing tribute to Joe R. Christian who will
be retiring on August 19 from the U.S.
Capitol Police after 20 years of service
to the force.

As the officer on duty with the Cap-
itol Third Division, Joe has given
Members and staff of the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence
a sense of safety and well-being that
few others could. His warm smile, good
sense of humor and welcoming words
have endeared him to his colleagues as
well.

Officer Joe Christian has dem-
onstrated that he is a true Kentuckian
by his commitment to serving the pub-
lic good. While he may no longer live
in the Commonwealth, Joe has roots
back home in Elkton, KY. I know that
his friends and family there are proud
of his service to the U.S. Capitol Police
and his service to the U.S. Navy. Joe
joined the Navy at 18 and for over 20
years, he flew all over the world with
different squadrons, earning an Honor-
able Discharge as well as a Good Con-
duct Medal with a five oak leaf cluster.

I am proud of Joe, too, and extend
my best wishes to him as he begins this
new phase of his life.

f

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
WILLIAM BRENNAN

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, last
week this Nation lost a true American
hero with the passing of former Su-

preme Court Justice William Brennan.
The contributions of William Brennan
to our democratic way of life are many
and will continue, long after his pass-
ing, to touch the lives of people all
across this Nation in the most impor-
tant and fundamental ways. Always a
staunch and unrelenting defender of in-
dividual liberty, William Brennan
helped to preserve many important
rights that each of us, as Americans,
enjoy today. He fought relentlessly to
preserve the right to vote, the right to
free expression, and the right to be
treated as an equal with your fellow
citizens. His legacy is one that honors
the fundamental notion that in Amer-
ica, the individual truly does matter.

In terms of length of service on the
Supreme Court and number of opinions
written, William Brennan ranks near
the top. However, to reduce his career
to these simple numbers is to diminish
the scope and importance of William
Brennan in shaping this Nation’s con-
stitutional law. Many of Brennan’s
most significant decisions were decided
by narrow margins and it is a testa-
ment not only to the undeniability of
Justice Brennan’s often cited Irish
charm, but also to the power of his in-
tellect that he could draw diverse Jus-
tices together to support important de-
cisions which he drafted. In this re-
gard, he may never be equaled.

Mr. President, there are many rea-
sons to admire and respect William
Brennan. He was a man of enormous
dignity and compassion. His intellect
and reasoning, second to none. Al-
though there are many areas which one
could point to in order to highlight the
greatness of William Brennan, I will
note just two that are significant to
me. First, his unrelenting defense of
the first amendment right to free ex-
pression. Because of William Brennan,
the media in this Nation retains the
right to criticize the government, to
show the American people what goes
on in their elected bodies—in other
words, to hold us accountable. Absent
this right, the credibility of our democ-
racy and our form of government would
be, in my opinion, greatly diminished.
William Brennan understood that if the
first amendment was to mean any-
thing, it must protect that expression
which was not popular. In upholding
the first amendment in regard to flag
desecration, Justice Brennan wrote
that;

If there is a bedrock principle underlying
the First Amendment, it is that the Govern-
ment may not prohibit expression of an idea
simply because society finds the idea itself
offensive or disagreeable.

In typical Brennan fashion, his opin-
ion was joined by four colleagues of di-
verse perspectives, Justices Marshall,
Blackmun, Kennedy, and Scalia.

In regard to capital punishment,
Brennan remained steadfastly opposed.
Although he acknowledged that his
view was the minority, he maintained
until the end that the death penalty
was violative of the eighth amendment
prohibition on cruel and unusual pun-

ishment. In his estimation, a system
which treated human beings as
nonhuman or objects simply to be
toyed with and disregarded was simply
not protected by the U.S. Constitution.
In the wake of Justice Brennan’s death
I am reminded that just a few short
weeks ago, a Member of the House of
Representatives who supports the
death penalty, stated on a national
news program that someday in Amer-
ica we will execute an innocent person.
He argued that while we don’t want to
do that, and will try to prevent it, it is
an inevitable consequence of having
capital punishment. This is a stagger-
ing, yet candid, statement which I
think, makes Justice Brennan’s point
in a very stark and chilling way. Jus-
tice Brennan may well have been on
the minority on capital punishment
Mr. President, that is not to say how-
ever, that his position was incorrect.

Mr. President, there is no question
that Justice Brennan was a man that I
admired. His opinions were reasoned,
intelligent, and always consistent with
the notion that in America the rights
of the individual, no matter his or her
background, upbringing, political ide-
ology, or religious beliefs, mattered.
That simple, yet often overlooked no-
tion is the foundation of our democ-
racy and was the cornerstone of Jus-
tice Brennan’s approach to the law. He
was truly the most influential Justice
of his time. And while I certainly add
my name to the list of those who
mourn his passing, I also join those
who celebrate the richness of his life
and the countless opinions which
helped improve the lot of millions of
Americans. Ours is a better Nation be-
cause of William Brennan.

However, Mr. President, the greatest
measure of William Brennan is not one
taken from afar—from simply reading
his opinions or following the public
persona—but from those closest to
him, his family, friends, and those who
sat with him on the bench. In this re-
gard the comments of his colleagues
are telling. Justice Souter called Bren-
nan the most fearlessly principled
guardian of the Constitution that has
ever lived. Justice Scalia, a jurist often
at philosophical odds with Brennan
called him the most influential Justice
of this century. Justice Kennedy called
him a great friend of freedom, not only
for those who enjoy freedom, but also
those who seek it. Justice Clarence
Thomas was quoted recently as saying
that there simply isn’t a more decent
or brilliant human being than William
Brennan. From these great jurists of
diverse backgrounds and ideological
perspective, the message is the same;
William Brennan’s contribution was
undeniable, important, and lasting. It
is not surprising Mr. President, that
even in saying good-bye, Justice Bren-
nan has once again forged a diverse co-
alition.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, July 30, 1997, the Federal debt
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