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LEGISLATION TO CONFER STATUS AS AN HONOR-

ARY VETERAN OF THE U.S. ARMED FORCES TO
LESLIE TOWNES (BOB) HOPE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, it is
with a particular sense of privilege
that I introduce legislation today to
confer the status of honorary veteran
of the U.S. Armed Forces to Leslie
Townes (Bob) Hope. If any person in
this country merits such an unprece-
dented honor—and Mr. President, it is
my understanding that no person has
ever before been conferred the status of
honorary veteran—surely, it is Bob
Hope.

Bob Hope’s contributions to this Na-
tion—and, particularly, to its soldiers,
sailors, marines, and airmen—are well
known to all of our citizens. Less well
known to many is the fact that Bob
Hope is a naturalized U.S. citizen, hav-
ing emigrated to this country from
England when Bob was just a boy. I am
the son of a naturalized American—an
immigrant who walked across Europe
with barely a ruble in his pocket so
that he could make his way to this
country. So I know first hand that a
person of humble origins can scale the
heights of this country. Few, though,
have scaled the heights that Bob Hope
has scaled.

When I say Bob Hope has scaled the
heights, I am not referring to his suc-
cess as an actor, a comedian, or busi-
nessman—though his success in all
three areas has been considerable.
When I say Bob Hope has scaled the
heights, I am thinking of his place in
the hearts of his adopted countrymen.

Who in this country is more beloved
by a broader spectrum of his fellow
citizens than Bob Hope—people of all
ages, races, religions, and beliefs? Per-
haps, none more than Bob Hope. For
the past 50 years, this country’s fight-
ing men and women could count on Bob
Hope to lift their spirits and morale
when they faced the prospect of mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice. In World
War II, in Korea, in Vietnam and, most
recently, in the Persian Gulf, Bob Hope
and his troupe were there to entertain
the troops. More importantly, they
were there to remind our fighting men
and women that they were not forgot-
ten, that their suffering was appre-
ciated. Bob Hope was always with the
troops—especially during the holi-
days—enduring hardship, and often sig-
nificant physical danger, so that he
might encourage those facing greater
hardship and danger. Three generations
of veterans will never forget how much
he cared.

Those three generations of veterans
wonder how they might properly recog-
nize Bob Hope. He is already a recipi-
ent of the Nation’s highest civilian
decorations, the Congressional Gold
Medal and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. President Carter hosted a
White House reception in honor of his
75th birthday. President Clinton be-
stowed upon him the Medal of the Arts.
He has received more than 50 honorary
doctorates, and innumerable awards
from civic, social, and veterans organi-

zations. But Bob Hope cannot say that
he is a veteran—in my mind, one of the
most honorable appellations one can
carry. This legislation will remedy
that.

I ask that all of my colleagues join
me in supporting legislation to des-
ignate Bob Hope an honorary veteran.
And I thank the former Commandant
of the U.S. Marine Corps and the cur-
rent president of the USO, Gen. Carl
Mundy, for spearheading this effort.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the joint resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the joint
resolution was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S.J. RES. 36
Whereas the United States has never be-

fore conferred status as an honorary veteran
of the United States Armed Forces on an in-
dividual, and such status is and should re-
main an extraordinary honor not lightly
conferred nor frequently granted;

Whereas the lifetime of accomplishments
and service of Leslie Townes (Bob) Hope on
behalf of United States military
servicemembers fully justifies the conferring
of such status;

Whereas Leslie Townes (Bob) Hope is him-
self not a veteran, having attempted to en-
list in the Armed Forces to serve his country
during World War II, but being informed that
the greatest service he could provide the Na-
tion was as a civilian entertainer for the
troops;

Whereas during World War II, the Korean
Conflict, the Vietnam War, and the Persian
Gulf War and throughout the Cold War, Bob
Hope traveled to visit and entertain millions
of United States servicemembers in numer-
ous countries, on ships at sea, and in combat
zones ashore;

Whereas Bob Hope has been awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal, the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the Distinguished Service
Medal of each of the branches of the Armed
Forces, and more than 100 citations and
awards from national veterans service orga-
nizations and civic and humanitarian organi-
zations; and

Whereas Bob Hope has given unselfishly of
his time for over a half century to be with
United States servicemembers on foreign
shores, working tirelessly to bring a spirit of
humor and cheer to millions of
servicemembers during their loneliest mo-
ments, and thereby extending for the Amer-
ican people a touch of home away from
home: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress—

(1) extends its gratitude, on behalf of the
American people, to Leslie Townes (Bob)
Hope for his lifetime of accomplishments and
service on behalf of United States military
servicemembers; and

(2) confers upon Leslie Townes (Bob) Hope
the status of an honorary veteran of the
United States Armed Forces.

f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 61
At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, his

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 61,
a bill to amend title 46, United States
Code, to extend eligibility for veterans’
burial benefits, funeral benefits, and
related benefits for veterans of certain
service in the United States merchant
marine during World War II.

S. 173

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Florida [Mr.
GRAHAM] was added as a cosponsor of S.
173, a bill to expedite State reviews of
criminal records of applicants for pri-
vate security officer employment, and
for other purposes.

S. 621

At the request of Mr. D’AMATO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho [Mr.
CRAIG] was added as a cosponsor of S.
621, a bill to repeal the Public Utility
Holding Company Act of 1935, to enact
the Public Utility Holding Company
Act of 1997, and for other purposes.

S. 623

At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Washington
[Mrs. MURRAY] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 623, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to deem certain
service in the organized military forces
of the Government of the Common-
wealth of the Philipines and the Phil-
ippine Scouts to have been active serv-
ice for purposes of benefits under pro-
grams administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs.

S. 648

At the request of Mr. GORTON, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
[Mr. CHAFEE] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 648, a bill to establish legal stand-
ards and procedures for product liabil-
ity litigation, and for other purposes.

S. 763

At the request of Mr. HELMS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina [Mr. THURMOND] was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 763, a bill to amend the
Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994 to require
a local educational agency that re-
ceives funds under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
expel a student determined to be in
possession of an illegal drug, or illegal
drug paraphernalia, on school property,
in addition to expelling a student de-
termined to be in possession of a gun.

S. 766

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
[Mr. LIEBERMAN] and the Senator from
Hawaii [Mr. INOUYE] were added as co-
sponsors of S. 766, a bill to require eq-
uitable coverage of prescription con-
traceptive drugs and devices, and con-
traceptive services under health plans.

S. 830

At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the
name of the Senator from Florida [Mr.
MACK] was added as a cosponsor of S.
830, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Public
Health Service Act to improve the reg-
ulation of food, drugs, devices, and bio-
logical products, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 831

At the request of Mr. SHELBY, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
[Mr. THOMAS] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 831, a bill to amend chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, to provide
for congressional review of any rule
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promulgated by the Internal Revenue
Service that increases Federal revenue,
and for other purposes.

S. 859

At the request of Mr. KYL, the names
of the Senator from Minnesota [Mr.
GRAMS] and the Senator from Alabama
[Mr. SHELBY] were added as cosponsors
of S. 859, a bill to repeal the increase in
tax on social security benefits.

S. 932

At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the
name of the Senator from Georgia [Mr.
COVERDELL] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 932, a bill to amend the National
Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 to require
the Secretary of Agriculture to estab-
lish a National Advisory and Imple-
mentation Board on Imported Fire Ant
Control, Management, and Eradication
and, in conjunction with the Board, to
provide grants for research or dem-
onstration projects related to the con-
trol, management, and possible eradi-
cation of imported fire ants, and for
other purposes.

S. 1056

At the request of Mr. BURNS, the
names of the Senator from Iowa [Mr.
GRASSLEY] and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi [Mr. COCHRAN] were added as
cosponsors of S. 1056, a bill to provide
for farm-related exemptions from cer-
tain hazardous materials transporation
requirements.

S. 1067

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon [Mr.
WYDEN] was added as a cosponsor of S.
1067, a bill to prohibit United States
military assistance and arms transfers
to foreign governments that are un-
democratic, do not adequately protect
human rights, are engaged in acts of
armed aggression, or are not fully par-
ticipating in the United Nations Reg-
ister of Conventional Arms.
f

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 44—RELATIVE TO A POST-
AGE STAMP

Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and
Mr. SPECTER) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs:

S. CON. RES. 44
Whereas the Jewish War Veterans of the

United States of America, an organization of
patriotic Americans dedicated to highlight-
ing the role of Jews in the United States
Armed Forces, celebrated 100 years of patri-
otic service to the Nation on March 15, 1996;

Whereas thousands of Jews have proudly
served the Nation in times of war;

Whereas thousands of Jews have died in
combat while serving in the United States
Armed Forces;

Whereas, in World War II alone, Jews re-
ceived more than 52,000 awards for outstand-
ing service in the United States Armed
Forces, including the Medal of Honor, the
Air Medal, the Silver Star, and the Purple
Heart;

Whereas, in World War II alone, over 11,000
Jews died in combat while serving in the
United States Armed Forces;

Whereas members of the Jewish War Veter-
ans of the United States of America have
volunteered over 10,000,000 hours at veterans’
hospitals; and

Whereas honoring the sacrifices of Jewish
veterans is an important component of rec-
ognizing the strong and patriotic role Jews
have played in the United States Armed
Forces: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of the Congress that—

(1) a postage stamp should be issued to
honor the 100th anniversary of the Jewish
War Veterans of the United States of Amer-
ica; and

(2) the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Commit-
tee of the United States Postal Service
should recommend to the Postmaster Gen-
eral that such a postage stamp be issued.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
today I am submitting legislation ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
Postal Service should issue a postage
stamp should be issued to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of the Jew-
ish War Veterans of the United States
of America. I am pleased to be joined
by my distinguished colleague from
Pennsylvania and chairman of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Sen-
ator SPECTER.

The Jewish War Veterans of the
United States was founded in 1896,
earning it the distinction of being the
oldest veterans organization in the
United States. The goal of its founders
was to counter criticism in some of the
major national publications of the day
that suggested that Jewish Americans
were unpatriotic and had not served in
the Civil War. Not only did many Jews
serve with distinction in the Civil War,
but thousands have honorably served
their country in subsequent military
conflicts. More than 250,000 Jews served
in World War I. During World War II,
approximately 11,000 Jews were killed
and 40,000 were wounded.

Today, the Jewish War Veterans or-
ganization continues its mission of
fighting anti-Semitism, promoting re-
ligious tolerance and defending the
first amendment. Moreover, through
its National Museum of American Jew-
ish Military History and other activi-
ties, it educates the public about the
contributions Jews have made to the
defense of our Nation. The organization
also serves a vital role of advocating on
behalf of adequate treatment of all war
veterans.

My legislation is identical to legisla-
tion submitted to the 103d Congress.
Senate Concurrent Resolution 60,
which I was proud to cosponsor along
with 62 of my colleagues. This legisla-
tion overwhelmingly passed the Senate
on August 11, 1994. Unfortunately, de-
spite the Senate’s wishes, the Postal
Service has refused to issue a com-
memorative stamp honoring this wor-
thy organization. Thus, I believe that
it is time to reaffirm the Senate’s posi-
tion of this important matter. I urge
my colleagues to join in cosponsoring
this legislation.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1998

D’AMATO (AND MOYNIHAN)
AMENDMENT NO. 1022

Mr. SHELBY (for Mr. D’AMATO, for
himself and Mr. MOYNIHAN) proposed an
amendment to the bill, S. 1048, making
appropriations for the Department of
Transportation and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes; as follows:

At the appropriate place in the bill, insert
the following:

Out of the funds made available under this
Act to the New York Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority through the Federal Tran-
sit Administration, the New York Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority shall perform
a study to ascertain the costs and benefits of
instituting an integrated fare system for
commuters who use both the Metro North
Railroad or the Long Island Rail Road and
New York City subway or bus systems. This
study shall examine creative proposals for
improving the flow of passengers between
city transit systems and commuter rail sys-
tems, including free transfers, discounts,
congestion-pricing and other positive induce-
ments. The study also must include esti-
mates of potential benefits to the environ-
ment, to energy conservation and to revenue
enhancement through increased commuter
rail and transit ridership, as well as other
tangible benefits. A report describing the re-
sults of this study shall be submitted to the
Senate Appropriations Committee within 45
days of enactment of this Act.

SMITH OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
AMENDMENT NO. 1023

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire sub-

mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill, S. 1048,
supra; as follows:

On page 51, after line 25, add the following:
SEC. 3 . FEDERAL VEHICLE WEIGHT LIMITA-

TIONS.
No funds made available under this Act

shall be used to levy penalties on the States
of New Hampshire and Maine based on non-
compliance with Federal vehicle weight limi-
tations under section 127 of title 23, United
States Code, prior to the date of enactment
of an Act extending funding for programs es-
tablished under that title.

f

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for information
of the Senate and the public that a
hearing of the Senate Committee on
Labor and Human Resources will be
held on Tuesday, July 29, 1997, 9:30
a.m., in SD–430 of the Senate Dirksen
Building. The subject of the hearing is
improving educational opportunities
for low-income children. For further
information, please call the commit-
tee, 202/224–5375.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I wish
to announce that the Committee on
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