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Justice Department—had cleared this
statement, had signed off on that
statement.

Mr. KYL. Precisely. And that is con-
firmed.

Mr. SANTORUM. What would be the
possible reason why someone at a high
level of the Justice Department would
sign off on a letter which they know
would be untrue to basically call into
question Chairman THOMPSON’s asser-
tion that the Chinese had some plot to
influence American elections?

Mr. KYL. To respond to the Senator
from Pennsylvania, | am not going to
attribute motives to anyone, but it did
cast doubt on the claims of the chair-
man of the committee. Yet a couple of
days later, both the ranking minority
leader and Senator LIEBERMAN made
the point they reviewed the FBI infor-
mation and they agreed that Chairman
THOMPSON’s allegations were entirely
supported.

Mr. SANTORUM. So in the end ev-
eryone agreed that the chairman’s
original statement was correct, and
that really the sole voice of dissent was
a Justice Department letter which was
intended really just to muddy the wa-
ters and cast doubt.

Mr. KYL. Again, to conclude then,
and to answer the Senator from Penn-
sylvania, | cannot ascribe a motive to
anyone, but it seems mighty coinciden-
tal that at a very critical moment in
the committee’s deliberations and pub-
lic hearings great doubt would be cast
upon the chairman by the Justice De-
partment of the United States, which
is supposed to be conducting an inde-
pendent, objective—

Mr. SANTORUM. And apolitical in-
vestigation.

Mr. KYL. And apolitical investiga-
tion. And that | say is the second rea-
son why we believe at this time events
warrant the Attorney General to re-
quest the appointment of an independ-
ent counsel to investigate these mat-
ters.

| thank the Senator from Pennsylva-
nia.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
July 22, 1997, the federal debt stood at
$5,366,067,378,744.76. (Five trillion, three
hundred sixty-six billion, sixty-seven
million, three hundred seventy-eight
thousand, seven hundred forty-four dol-
lars and seventy-six cents)

One year ago, July 22, 1996, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,169,929,000,000.
(Five trillion, one hundred sixty-nine
billion, nine hundred twenty-nine mil-
lion)

Five years ago, July 22, 1992, the fed-
eral debt stood at $3,984,029,000,000.
(Three trillion, nine hundred eighty-
four billion, twenty-nine million)

Ten years ago, July 22, 1987, the fed-
eral debt stood at $2,314,592,000,000.
(Two trillion, three hundred fourteen
billion, five hundred ninety-two mil-
lion)
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Fifteen years ago, July 22, 1982, the
federal debt stood at $1,085,930,000,000
(One trillion, eighty-five billion, nine
hundred thirty million) which reflects
a debt increase of more than $4 tril-
lion—$4,280,137,378,744.76 (Four trillion,
two hundred eighty billion, one hun-
dred thirty-seven million, three hun-
dred seventy-eight thousand, seven
hundred forty-four dollars and seventy-
six cents) during the past 15 years.

HONORING THE BEHRENS ON
THEIR 60TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, fami-
lies are the cornerstone of America.
The data are undeniable: Individuals
from strong families contribute to the
society. In an era when nearly half of
all couples married today will see their
union dissolve into divorce, | believe it
is both instructive and important to
honor those who have taken the com-
mitment of “‘till death us do part” seri-
ously, demonstrating successfully the
timeless principles of love, honor, and
fidelity. These characteristics make
our country strong.

For these important reasons, | rise
today to honor Brooks and Ray
Behrens of Eldon, MO, who on August
3, 1997, will celebrate their 60th wed-
ding anniversary. My wife, Janet, and |
look forward to the day we can cele-
brate a similar milestone. The Behrens’
commitment to the principles and val-
ues of their marriage deserves to be sa-
luted and recognized.

TRIBUTE TO DENISE BODE

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, the
great success of our Nation is rooted in
the labors of millions of Americans
who work every day to make America
a better place. I'd like to take a mo-
ment to recognize one such American—
a fellow Oklahoman, Denise Bode, who
has dedicated most of her adult life to
making our Nation a better place
through her work in the public and pri-
vate sector. Soon she will begin a new
chapter of service to the people of
Oklahoma. For this reason, | am very
proud to take this opportunity to rec-
ognize her contributions over the past
several years.

Denise Bode became involved in Gov-
ernment right after she graduated from
the University of Oklahoma, serving as
an adviser to my former Senate col-
league David Boren who was the Gov-
ernor of Oklahoma. When David Boren
was elected to the Senate, Denise be-
came a member of his U.S. Senate staff
and developed an expertise in energy
and tax policies. Even though she was
working full time, she somehow found
time to take courses at night and earn
both a law degree and a masters of law
in taxation, and devote time to her son
Sean as well as be a helpmate to her
husband John Bode, who was an Assist-
ant Secretary of Agriculture in the
Reagan Administration.

For the past 6 years she has served as
president of the Independent Petro-
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leum Association of America, an orga-
nization founded in 1929 in Oklahoma
and which today is the Nation’s largest
membership association representing
America’s oil and natural gas produc-
ers. She was the first and so far the
only woman to head a major energy
trade association.

All of us who have worked with
Denise over the years in Washington,
regardless of party affiliation, whether
in the public or private sector, know
her to be a tireless advocate for Okla-
homa and always looking out for the
best interest of our Nation. She is the
type of person who will fight tirelessly
for what she believes in. In the process,
she has made a difference.

She returns to Oklahoma next month
to serve, at the request of Governor
Frank Keating, on the Oklahoma Cor-
poration Commission, which oversees
both the interest of the consumers in
the State and key industries. Ask
Denise why she’s going back to her na-
tive State and she’ll say it’s because
she wants to make a difference; she
wants to make Oklahoma an even bet-
ter place.

We in Washington often talk about
devolution, giving more power and re-
sponsibility to the States. | certainly
believe that is the proper course of ac-
tion. Knowing that Denise and other
extremely capable people are leading
the way in the States gives me added
confidence in this policy. And once
again, Denise is going where her beliefs
lead her.

I wish her well in this endeavor and
feel very confident that she will give to
this new position the same dedication
and commitment she’s given through-
out her years of public service.

MARY FRANCES BURNS, 1909-1997

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, on July
14, 1997 Mary Frances Burns died in
Gallatin, MO. She was born there, a
daughter of a farmer and stockman and
a sister to four brothers and two sis-
ters. She married Russell Burns in 1931
and they farmed just northwest of Gal-
latin all of their lives.

Mom was so typical of the farm
women of the American prairies. She
was wife, partner, mother, homemaker,
field hand, and gardener. She could
coach younger girls in 4H, teach a Sun-
day School class, attend a school board
meeting, cook all three of the daily
meals, keep an old gas powered Maytag
wash machine going, and still have
time to play an active role in Demo-
cratic Party politics.

She and her husband were married 61
years until dad died in 1992. They navi-
gated this family through the droughts
of the 1930’s and the Great Depression.
Yet through it all, she maintained a
great sense of faith and humor. The
times were hard in the Depression as
anybody who lived in that era could at-
test. The actions and conversations of
mom and dad were always of hope and
optimism in the American dream, of
the American system, and their dream
of a better life.
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It was the time when America was
being tested again and again was about
to cast into a great world war. They
witnessed husbands, sons, brothers, and
a few daughters leave for war and they
were there to welcome them home. As
a family, we cried and prayed with the
families who lost loved ones to that
terrible war and we celebrated with the
ones who came home heroes. We helped
them to put their lives back together
again and America was whole again.

They skimped and saved and worked.
Mom never had much but was never de-
nied. She made a very happy home.
Christmas was an orange, home made
toy, and home made clothes. All holi-
days meant good cooking with a spe-
cial little twist for her family and rela-
tion in times of unbelievable stress and
uncertainty.

Memories will always remain of the
wonderful smells and aromas emanat-
ing from mother’s kitchen. It was there
she cooked for harvest and hay hands
over an old wood range during the hot
humid days of summer. Those same
smells were even better after chores on
a cold winter day.

The badge of authority to the woman
of the prairies and a true symbol of
womanhood was the apron. It was worn
everyday. It was made of anything
from feed sacks to the finest cotton.
There were those for everyday and
those for Sunday or welcoming unex-
pected callers. Company was always
welcome if at meal time, never left
unfed.

Mom could gather the eggs, pick the
garden, move baby chicks and Kkittens.
The apron was used to haze milk cows
to the barn, run wandering livestock
out of her garden—along with some
colorful language—wipe the tears from
a crying child, dust from a husband’s
eye, and sweat from a working brow.

It was spotted and stained from ripe
strawberries, black berries, an overly
excited pup, and grease from a spark
plug out of the old wash machine. It
had the smells of newly picked sweet
corn, fresh baked bread, lye soap, and
once in a while, the light scent of per-
fume.

She was the center of our home and
was a part of a generation that under-
stood love, life, and death. She under-
stood the value of honesty and open-
ness, a healthy fear and love of God,
and the core values of the American
Midwest.

She was the daughter of this land.
The soil that she loved and sustained
her has now received her back. We are
the benefactors of her qualities and
teachings. We, as a nation, are what we
are because of her and the millions of
women like her of the American prai-
ries. She was one of the silent builders
of the United States of America.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 748
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read for the second time H.R.
748.
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The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 748) to amend the prohibition
of title 18, United States Code, against finan-
cial transactions with terrorists.

Mr. COCHRAN. | object to any fur-
ther proceeding on this matter at this
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
will be placed on the calendar.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1998

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to the consideration S. 1033,
which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1033) making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
programs for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1998, and for other purposes.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Mr. COCHRAN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi is recognized.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the following
Appropriations Committee staff mem-
bers and intern be granted floor privi-
leges during the consideration of this
bill, S. 1033: Rebecca Davies, Martha
Scott Poindexter, Rachelle Graves-
Bell, Galen Fountain, Carole Geagley,
and Justin Brasell.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COCHRAN. | add to that unani-
mous consent request, at the sugges-
tion of the distinguished Senator from
Kentucky, to ask unanimous-consent
they be granted floor privileges during
the votes, if any, that may occur in re-
lation to S. 1033.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, | am
pleased to present for the Senate’s con-
sideration today S. 1033, the fiscal year
1998 Agriculture, rural development,
Food and Drug Administration, and re-
lated agencies appropriations bill. This
bill provides fiscal year 1998 funding for
all programs and activities of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, with the
exception of the Forest Service, the
Food and Drug Administration, the
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion, and expenses and payments of the
farm credit system.

As reported, the bill recommends
total new budget authority for fiscal
year 1998 of $50.7 billion. This is $3.2
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billion less than the fiscal year 1997 en-
acted level, and $1.6 billion less than
the President’s fiscal year 1998 budget
request.

Reductions in mandatory funding re-
quirements account for the overall de-
crease below the fiscal year 1997 en-
acted level, principally reflecting lower
Food Stamp and Child Nutrition Pro-
gram costs due to the enactment of
welfare reform. Even with these reduc-
tions, $38 billion, or approximately 75
percent of the total $50.7 billion rec-
ommended by this bill, will go to fund-
ing the Nation’s domestic food assist-
ance programs in fiscal year 1998.
These include the Food Stamp Pro-
gram; the national school lunch and el-
derly feeding programs; and the special
supplemental nutrition program for
women, infants, and children [WIC].

Including congressional budget
scorekeeping adjustments and prior-
year spending actions, this bill rec-
ommends total discretionary spending
of $13.791 billion in budget authority
and $14.039 billion in outlays for fiscal
year 1998. These amounts are consist-
ent with the subcommittee’s discre-
tionary spending allocations.

The committee continues to place
priority on increasing food safety to
ensure that American consumers con-
tinue to have the safest food in the
world.

The bill provides $591 million for the
Food Safety and Inspection Service, $17
million above the fiscal year 1997 level.
This will enable the Food Safety and
Inspection Service to maintain the cur-
rent inspection system and to provide
the needed investments required to im-
plement the new hazard analysis and
critical control point [HACCP] meat
and poultry inspection system.

In addition, the bill provides the in-
creased funds requested as part of the
President’s $43 million government-
wide food safety initiative. This in-
clude the full $1.1 million proposed for
the Food Safety and Inspection Serv-
ice, the $4 million increase proposed for
Agricultural Research Service food
safety research, and $24 million in addi-
tion funds for food safety initiatives of
the Food and Drug Administration.

For agriculture research, the bill pro-
vides total appropriations of $1.6 bil-
lion, approximately $37 million below
the fiscal year 1997 level. Included in
this amount is a reduction of $62 mil-
lion, reflecting termination of funding
for buildings and facilities of the Cor-
porate State Research, Education, and
Extension Service; and a $27 million
total increase for agriculture research
and education activities.

The total amount provided for the
Agricultural Research Service contin-
ues funding for most of the agency’s
current research activities, and ap-
proves nearly $24 million of the in-
creased funding requested to meet pri-
ority research needs, including re-
search focusing on human nutrition,
food safety, emerging diseases, and ge-
netics resources. This additional
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