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country are being excluded from competi-
tion, with the full support of federal regula-
tions and the seeming approval of Congress.
It is far past the time to curtail this ‘‘com-
pany’” known as Federal Prison Industries
and require them to be competitive for the
benefit of all taxpayers.

What will it take to convince you that this
is an issue which deserves your attention
and your support? Perhaps a visit to my
manufacturing facility in Colorado Springs
would help. Meet the people who pay their
taxes only to have them misused by over-
spending as per government regulations. I'm
sure they will feel their tax dollars could be
more wisely used. Meet the people who could
also fail to prosper if my company is ren-
dered unable to do business with the federal
government because of uncompetitive pro-
curement practices. This is the tip of the ice-
berg in my industry and I have no wish to go
down like the Titanic.

Sincerely,
SHARON KRELL,
Manager/Owner.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
want to make a couple of notes about
an upcoming event and something that
took place today, and then I have busi-
ness to conduct before the Senate.

———

A STRONG ECONOMY AND
CULTURAL DECLINE

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
today there is some excellent news re-
garding the economy. The deficit, be-
cause of such a strong economy and
taxes being paid, may be as low as $45
billion. I am hopeful that we can con-
tinue to Kkeep that economy going
strong by some of the tax cuts that are
being proposed and are currently being
negotiated. I think the real story here
of what is taking place on balancing
this budget is the fact that the econ-
omy is growing. Growth works, and it
works well, and it is working well for
us here.

I think it would be a mistake if we
did not step forward and do whatever
we can to continue this economy and
this economic expansion that has been
one of the longest running expansions
we have had in history to date. That is
why some of the tax cuts, particularly
the progrowth and profamily tax cuts,
the capital gains tax cut and the $500
per child tax credit are very, very im-
portant for us to continue, not only to
balance the budget and not only to do
it before the year 2002, or do it by the
year 2000, but to start to pay off the
debt. I think it is important we do it.

I also note that while the economy is
doing well and we are getting the def-
icit under control—and those are im-
portant things—we certainly need
some help in our culture overall. We
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continue to have terribly high rates of
crime taking place in this society. We
had in Washington, DC three people in
a coffee shop murdered. We continue to
have story after story, it seems like, on
a daily basis of cultural problems that
we are having just throughout society.
Whether it is the number of children
born out of wedlock, teenage suicide,
cultural decline in total, violent crime
rates or disintegration of the family,
we really have to step it up in these
areas.

———
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
one thing I want to draw people’s at-
tention to is that in the third week of
October, there is going to be a ‘‘Char-
acter Counts’” week taking place. That
may be a while off and is not necessary
for us to focus on now, but I think it is
time that while we look at economic
activity being strong and culturally we
are having all these problems, let’s
focus on these things.

The Senator from New Mexico, Sen-
ator DOMENICI, has been a major cham-
pion of character counts, and that is
where people step up and say, ‘“We need
to look at ourselves and our own char-
acter.” Good character doesn’t come
about by accident, it is a practice of
virtue. It is one thing that each and
every one of us as Americans can step
forward with.

I would like to, as we close today,
give one example of a person who
stepped up on character, and it is a
gentleman in Wichita, KS, in my home
State, by the name of Leo Mendoza.
Leo is a man who knows that character
counts, because he hasn’t always had
it.

Leo is a survivor of sexual abuse, al-
cohol abuse, drug abuse and crime. For
17 years, he was in and out of jail, on
and off drugs and in and out of mar-
riages.

But today, after years of soul-search-
ing and counseling, he is, once again, a
solid citizen. He is an elder at his
church, and he and his wife are trying
to adopt a child.

What changed Leo? Was it Govern-
ment rehabilitation programs? Was it a
Government social program? Or was it
actually something deeper, something
that the Government could neither
teach nor instill?

Leo actually never relied on a Gov-
ernment assistance program, partly
out of pride, partly out of independ-
ence. He never even sought help from
others. It was his friends who sought
him.

In 1987, a friend of his introduced him
to Alcoholics Anonymous and a local
church.

Slowly, he began to form the rudi-
ments of character, promising himself
that he would confront the daily strug-
gles of life with the firmness that a life
of true character is built not on one he-
roic act, but rather is the consequence
of a thousand little struggles. Leo, to-
gether with his family, friends, and
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church, began to rehabilitate. He had
the courage to say no, the patience to
endure the temptations and the humil-
ity to ask God for help when weakness
was about to overcome him.

By struggling with his past, Leo
learned virtue, and by learning virtue,
he built character.

Those struggles teach us about our
own character and about what true
character is made of.

I give that little vignette as we close
today because in attacking the cul-
tural decline and difficulties in this so-
ciety, this is not something you legis-
late with massive Government pro-
grams or is not something we can sit in
a conference room to decide what we
are going to do and impose that will
upon the country. But rather it is the
little individual struggles that each
and every one of us has everyday. It is
each and every struggle that 250 mil-
lion-plus Americans deal with. That is
how you make a great Nation, people
struggling to build character, by build-
ing that virtue and struggling to build
it one at a time.

——————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1998

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at 9:30
a.m. on Thursday, the Senate resume
consideration of the Grams amendment
No. 422; that there be 90 minutes re-
maining for debate to be equally di-
vided between Senator COCHRAN and
Senator GRAMS; and that following the
conclusion or yielding back of time,
the Senate proceed to vote on, or in re-
lation to, the Grams amendment, to be
followed by a vote on, or in relation to,
the Cochran amendment No. 420.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWNBACK. I further ask
unanimous consent that no other
amendments be in order to the above-
listed amendments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there be a
period for the transaction of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COMBATING THE FLOW OF NAR-
COTICS—SENATE JOINT RESOLU-
TION 34

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I joined
my colleague and friend, Senator DoODD,
in introducing a joint resolution call-
ing on the President to take concrete
steps to increase the level of inter-
national cooperation in combating the
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flow of narcotics into this country, and
to lead America toward coming to
grips with the domestic demand that is
tearing this country apart while en-
riching the drug cartels of Latin Amer-
ica and our own organized crime
groups.

This legislation acknowledges the
problems endemic in waging the war on
drugs while domestic demand con-
tinues to remain high. It further recog-
nizes the failure of numerous previous
efforts at stemming the flow of illegal
narcotics. It consequently expresses
the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent should appoint a high level task
force, to be chaired by the Director of
the Office of National Drug Policy, to
establish a framework for improving
international cooperation in these ef-
forts. Finally, and of particular impor-
tance, it suspends for 2 years the proc-
ess by which countries are certified as
cooperating in the war on drugs.

The drug problem in this country
dates at least as far back as the Civil
War, when wounded soldiers were
turned into morphine addicts as the
only way to deaden the horrific pain
caused from battle and disease. The
problem grew to such an extent that
President Nixon felt compelled to es-
tablish the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration in order to better coordinate
the antidrug effort. President Reagan
assigned Vice President Bush to over-
see a major escalation in the war on
drugs, a war carried on at considerable
monetary cost throughout the Bush ad-
ministration. President Clinton, to his
credit, appointed perhaps our finest
“drug czar’ in Gen. Barry McCaffrey,
who has waged the drug war as val-
iantly as he led troops in combat dur-
ing Desert Storm.

And still, the flow of illegal narcotics
continues virtually unimpeded.
Record-breaking seizures serve mainly
to remind us of how much more is get-
ting through our porous borders unde-
tected. Street prices alert us to the
failure of our best efforts at putting a
dent in the problem of drug trafficking.
To the extent that one area, for exam-
ple, cocaine, is tackled with any degree
of success, another bigger problem—the
resurgence in heroin abuse comes to
mind—rises up in its place. Clearly, it
is time to step back again and look
more critically at every facet of the
problem.

I do not believe ‘‘chicken-and-egg”’
debates about which problem, supply or
demand, should take higher priority
serve any useful purpose. The bill we
are offering today addresses both prob-
lems. Nor do I believe the certification
process has accomplished its intended
goal any more than such processes ever
really do irrespective of the subject
matter. In fact, the decision by the
White House to decertify Colombia,
which has waged a valiant and costly—
in both lives and treasure—struggle
against extremely powerful and ruth-
less cartels while recertifying Mexico,
whose law enforcement agencies are so
rife with corruption that that coun-
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try’s equivalent of Gen. McCaffrey was
arrested for drug-related crimes, illu-
minates all too well the impracticality
of the current process.

It is easy to argue that the drug
problem has been studied to death. It
has not, however, been examined from
the perspective, and at the level, rec-
ommended in this resolution. If I be-
lieved for a second that this resolution
represented just another attempt at
studying the problem of drugs, I would
not have attached my name to it. The
recommended steps, however, com-
bined with the suspension of the drug
certification process, constitute a real
and meaningful effort at focusing the
Nation’s attention on one of our most
serious problems. Drugs are, in every
sense of the word, a scourge upon our
society. We must take a comprehen-
sive, sober look at the scale of the
problem and what realistically can be
done about it. We must do this domes-
tically and internationally. We must,
once and for all, wage the war on drugs
as though we intend to prevail. I hope
that my colleagues in the Senate and
the House of Representatives will sup-
port this legislation.

———

U.S. FOREIGN OIL CONSUMPTION
FOR WEEK ENDING JULY 4

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the
American Petroleum Institute reports
that for the week ending July 4, the
United States imported 8,960,000 barrels
of o0il each day, 918,000 barrels more
than the 8,042,000 imported each day
during the same week a year ago.

Americans relied on foreign oil for
58.4 percent of their needs last week,
and there are no signs that the upward
spiral will abate. Before the Persian
Gulf War, the United States obtained
approximately 45 percent of its oil sup-
ply from foreign countries. During the
Arab oil embargo in the 1970’s, foreign
oil accounted for only 35 percent of
America’s oil supply.

Anybody else interested in restoring
domestic production of o0il? By U.S.
producers using American workers?

Politicians had better ponder the
economic calamity sure to occur in
America if and when foreign producers
shut off our supply—or double the al-
ready enormous cost of imported oil
flowing into the United States—now
8,960,000 barrels a day.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12 noon, a message from the House
of Representatives, delivered by Mr.
Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 748. An act to amend the prohibition
of title 18, United States Code, against finan-
cial transactions with terrorists.

H.R. 822. An act to facilitate a land ex-
change involving private land within the ex-
terior boundaries of Wenatchee National
Forest in Chelan County, Washington.

H.R. 849. An act to prohibit an alien who is
not lawfully present in the United States
from receiving assistance under the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Ac-
quisition Policies Act of 1970.

H.R. 951. An act to require the Secretary of
the Interior to exchange certain lands lo-
cated in Hinsdale, Colorado.

H.R. 960. An act to validate certain convey-
ances in the City of Tulare, Tulare County,
California, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1086. An act to codify without sub-
stantive change laws related to transpor-
tation and to improve the United States
Code.

H.R. 1198. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain land to the
City of Grants Pass, Oregon.

H.R. 1840. An act to provide a law enforce-
ment exception to the prohibition on the ad-
vertising of certain electronic devices.

H.R. 1658. An act to reauthorize and amend
the Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act
and related laws.

H.R. 1847. An act to improve the criminal
law relating to fraud against consumers.

H.R. 2016. An act making appropriations
for military construction, family housing,
and base realignment and closure for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2018. An act to waive temporarily the
Medicaid enrollment composition rule for
the Better Health Plan of Amherst, New
York.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following joint
resolution, without amendment:

S.J. Res. 29. Joint resolution to direct the
Secretary of the Interior to design and con-
struct a permanent addition to the Franklin
Delano Roosevelt Memorial in Washington,
D.C., and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The message further announced that
the Speaker has signed the following
enrolled bills:

H.R. 173. An act to amend the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act of
1949 to authorize donation of Federal law en-
forcement canines that are no longer needed
for official purposes to individuals with expe-
rience handling canines in the performance
of law enforcement duties.

H.R. 649. An act to amend sections of the
Department of Energy Organization Act that
are obsolete or inconsistent with other stat-
utes and to repeal section of the Federal En-
ergy Administration Act of 1974.

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
[Mr. THURMOND].

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of section
711 of Public Law 104-293, the minority
leader appointed the following indi-
vidual to the Commission to Assess the
Organization of the Federal Govern-
ment to Combat the Proliferation of
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