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its generosity to some very special
inner-city children.

As many of my colleagues may re-
call, the Philadelphia Flyers recently
faced the Detroit Red Wings in the
Stanley Cup Finals. To make the game
a bit more interesting, Senator ABRA-
HAM and I placed a friendly wager on
the outcome. Unlike most interests in
this series, the junior Senator from
Michigan and I each picked a food
donor and an inner-city school that
would receive a complimentary party.
If the Flyers lost, the Tasty Bakery
agreed to donate 800 Tastykakes—400
to Warren G. Harding Elementary
School in Detroit and 400 to William
Penn High School in Philadelphia. If
the Red Wings lost, Little Caesars
Pizza would give a pizza party to both
schools. Regardless of the outcome, the
children stood to win.

Mr. President, I'm sorry to say that
the Flyers did not bring the Stanley
Cup back home to Pennsylvania. So, on
June 16, the students of William Penn
enjoyed their complimentary
Tastykakes and Crazy Bread—which
Little Caesars graciously donated de-
spite the Red Wings’ victory. Recently,
the children of Warren G. Harding Ele-
mentary celebrated their victory
party.

In closing, I would like to thank Lit-
tle Caesars and the men and women at
the Tasty Bakery for making these
parties possible. I would particularly
like to thank Kathleen Grim, Tasty
Bakery’s manager of community af-
fairs, for coordinating this effort. I ask
my colleagues to join me in extending
the Senate’s best wishes for continued
success to the Tasty Bakery in Phila-
delphia, PA.e

————

SAFER SCHOOLS ACT OF 1997

e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to urge my colleagues to
support legislation introduced by Sen-
ator BYRON DORGAN and myself—the
Safer Schools Act of 1997—which will
ensure that students who bring guns to
school can be suspended.

This legislation was originally intro-
duced late last session in reaction to a
startling ruling by an appellate court
in New York that said a student should
not have been suspended from school
because the weapon he was carrying
was uncovered during a search without
a warrant.

We have reached a crisis in this coun-
try—a crisis which makes it difficult
for parents to see their children off to
school in the morning, for fear they
will never see them again.

Each day in America, it is estimated
that 100,000 guns are brought into
American schools. According to the
Centers for Disease Control, 2 in 25
high school students, or 7.9 percent, re-
port having carried a gun in the last 30
days. In Los Angeles, according to an
ACLU survey conducted earlier this
year, 49 percent of high school students
said they have seen a weapon in school,
many of them guns.
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In response to these types of alarm-
ing figures, Senator DORGAN and I in-
troduced the Gun Free Schools Act in
1994 to set a zero-tolerance policy to
keep America’s schools gun-free. The
goal of this legislation was to remove
firearms from all public schools in the
United States.

Although we still have a way to go to
make all schools gun-free, this zero-
tolerance policy is working to make
our schools safer. A preliminary report
recently released from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education provides irrefutable
proof that this law is well on its way
toward meeting this important goal. I
am told that a full report on all the
States will be due out sometime later
this summer.

The Gun Free Schools Act has been
responsible for the expulsions of more
than 6,276 students in 29 States caught
during the 1995-96 school year for try-
ing to carry guns to school. This means
there were 6,276 fewer opportunities for
a child to be killed or injured by gun-
fire at school in the United States. Ac-
cording to the California Department
of Education, there were 1,039 firearms-
related expulsions in public schools in
California during this same period. The
entire State of California has 1,043
school districts. Amazingly, this trans-
lates into an average of one expulsion
for every district in my State.

Today, each and every one of the 50
States and the District of Columbia
have complied with the Gun Free
Schools Act by passing laws requiring
schools to expel—for at least 1 year
—students who are caught carrying a
gun.

But the ruling of an appellate court
in New York threatens to undermine
the progress we have made in setting a
zero-tolerance policy for guns in
schools.

The appellate court in this particular
case applied the same evidentiary
standards that apply to criminal pro-
ceedings in what was a school discipli-
nary action. The school, however, re-
fused to lift the student’s suspension
and as a result, their action was upheld
by the State Court of Appeals.

Mr. President, I believe that common
sense was cast aside with the appellate
court ruling. Incredibly, what the ap-
pellate court’s decision said was that
this student should not have been ex-
pelled from school and that his record
should be expunged from any wrong-
doing in the case.

Our legislation states very clearly
that the exclusionary rule should not
be applied in school disciplinary pro-
ceedings. What the legislation says is
that you cannot exclude a gun as evi-
dence in a disciplinary action in
school.

This common-sense legislation does
not violate the constitutional rights of
children. This bill does not exonerate
school officials who conduct unreason-
able or unlawful searches and persons
who have been aggrieved will have
every right to pursue judicial or statu-
tory remedies available.
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The Safer Schools Act of 1997 will
prevent kids who do bring a gun to
school from slipping through a school’s
reasonable disciplinary process.

Fortunately, last September’s court
ruling that a gun can be excluded from
use as evidence in an internal school
disciplinary proceeding was ultimately
reversed. But a similar ruling could be
made in another State.

This legislation would send a clear
signal that guns have no place in the
hands of our children or in the hall-
ways and classrooms of their schools.
All children should be able to go to
school without fearing for their safety.

This legislation also would say to
school administrators throughout the
Nation that it is perfectly legitimate
to conduct a disciplinary proceeding in
cases where a student has brought a
gun to school. The schools can conduct
a fair and reasonable proceeding that
allows them to ensure the safety of
their school grounds.

The bottom line is that the Gun Free
Schools Act has helped reduce the
threat of guns from our Nation’s
schools. With the Safer Schools Act of
1997, we give school officials and teach-
ers much needed flexibility to ensure
that America’s schools are safe havens
so that children can escape the vio-
lence that engulfs so many of their
lives.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
366TH ENGINEER BATTALION ON
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to New Hampshire’s 368th Engineer
Battalion as they celebrate their 50th
anniversary at a gala celebration in
Manchester on July 19th.

Mr. President, I wish to honor the
nearly 1,000 men and women of New
Hampshire’s 368th Engineer Battalion
who are known as much for their ef-
forts in international peace building
campaigns as their wartime readiness.
They have earned an enviable reputa-
tion from their community action
projects that include building roads,
bridges, schools, hospitals to disaster
relief projects.

The 368th Engineer Battalion was
formed in 1947 from engineer and heavy
maintenance units. The battalion has
been headquartered in Concord and
Manchester and they have also had
units in Laconia, Rochester, Gilford,
West Lebanon, NH, as well as White
River Junction, VT, and Attleboro and
Danvers, MA.

The 368th Battalion has made a sub-
stantial contribution to the quality of
life for residents of the Granite State.
The Engineer Battalion has developed
disaster relief models for such disasters
as the recent Alton, NH dam breach
where the unit played a critical role in
clearing flood debris, stabilizing ero-
sion and restoring local transportation
facilities for the residents of the small
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Lakes Region community, which I and
the citizens of Alton are very thankful
for their exceptional work in that time
of crisis. Helping others is the corner-
stone of the 368th Engineer Battalion,
making the Granite State a safer place
to live and raise a family.

The 368th has seen their share of
service on foreign soils in their 50-year
history, where they have lived and co-
operated with the civilian community
including the countries of Italy, Ger-
many, Honduras, Guatemala, Korea,
and Kenya. They have continued their
community action projects in building
clinics, roads, and sanitation facilities
which have had long term impact on
the quality of civilian life and health
for the people of the world.

The decision by the U.S. Government
to invest $17 million to create a new
joint service reserve center at Man-
chester Airport is a testament to the
professionalism and commitment to
excellence embodied in the 368th. The
facility will enable the 368th to con-
tinue serving our Nation with distinc-
tion well into the next century.

I commend New Hampshire’s 368th
Engineer Battalion for their dedication
to the community which is the embodi-
ment of the American ideal. People
like the members of the 368th are the
backbone of their communities and our
Nation. I am proud to represent them
in the U.S. Senate. Happy 50th anniver-
sary.e

——

TRIBUTE TO NEW JERSEY WORLD
WAR II HEROES

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to acknowledge the courage
and sacrifice of 2d Lt. George A. Ward,
of Hoboken, and S. Sgt. William
Drager, of Hackettstown, NJ. Lieuten-
ant Ward was the bombadier and Ser-
geant Drager the gunner on a B-24J
airplane during World War II flying
missions out of a base near Liuzhou,
China.

On August 31, 1944, Lieutenant Ward,
Sergeant Drager and eight other crew-
men off for what would be their second
and final mission. The bomber success-
fully attacked Japanese ships and
dropped mines near Taiwan before
heading back to base. However, the
plane was diverted because their base
was under attack, and bad weather at
the alternate landing site resulted in
orders to circle while awaiting clear-
ance to land.

They never made it. Their B-24
crashed into a cliff 6,000 feet up the
side of Maoer Mountain, southern Chi-
na’s highest peak, where dense bamboo
and grotto-like slashes in the granite
face swallowed the wreckage and the
bodies of all 10 crewmen.

The crash site lay undisturbed for 52
years until two Chinese farmers hunt-
ing for wild herbs found it last October.
The discovery finally solved the mys-
tery of what happened to the crew, and
brought both some comfort and re-
newed heartache to the families of the
airmen.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

As we approach the 221st anniversary
of our Nation’s independence, it is ap-
propriate that we remember the brav-
ery and commitment of individuals
like Lieutenant Ward and Sergeant
Drager. We continue to enjoy the free-
doms that we have cherished since the
founding of the Republic because of the
sacrifice of millions of courageous men
and women who heeded the call to duty
when our Nation needed them.

America is profoundly thankful for
the patriotism of these men, and for
this reason I stand today to recognize
them for their accomplishments.®

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. RUTH WRIGHT
HAYRE

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Dr. Ruth Wright
Hayre upon her retirement as president
of the Philadelphia School District’s
Board of Education.

Dr. Hayre is a remarkable woman
whose successful career was built on
the strong work ethic she developed
early in life. At the age of 15, Dr. Hayre
graduated with honors from West
Philadelphia High School. After win-
ning the mayor’s scholarship to the
University of Pennsylvania, she earned
both her undergraduate and graduate
degrees.

Once Ruth completed her studies, she
began a distinguished career in the
field of education. Dr. Hayre’s teaching
career began at Arkansas State Col-
lege, but eventually, Ruth returned to
Philadelphia to teach English at
Sulzberger Junior High School. At Wil-
liam Penn High School, she was pro-
moted from teacher to vice principal
and then to principal. Dr. Hayre’s
achievements are even more impressive
considering that she was the very first
African-American teacher in the Phila-
delphia school system, the first Afri-
can-American high school teacher, and
the first African-American principal of
a Philadelphia senior high school.
Still, this was only the beginning.
Ruth rose to the position of super-
intendent of district four. Once again,
her list of firsts grew, since she was the
first African-American superintendent
of a Philadelphia public school. On De-
cember 2, 1985, she received an appoint-
ment to the Philadelphia Board of Edu-
cation. Five years later, Dr. Hayre was
unanimously elected president of the
board—becoming the first female to
hold this position. In 1991, she was re-
elected as president of the board. More-
over, she has taught a course in urban
education and administration at the
University of Pennsylvania. After
yvears of dedication to the children of
Philadelphia, she is retiring this year.

In addition to her commitment to
education, Ruth has served her commu-
nity in numerous other ways. She has
served on the boards of many pres-
tigious organizations including Blue
Cross, the Philadelphia Council of Boy
Scouts, the Afro-American Historical
and Cultural Museum, the Educational
Alumni of the University of Pennsyl-
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vania, and most currently, the Dr.
Ruth W. Hayre Scholarship Fund. Dr.
Hayre is also actively involved in reli-
gious, civic, and community service or-
ganizations such as the Northeast-
erners, the Coalition of 100 Black
Women, and the Alpha Kappa Alpha so-
rority.

Dr. Hayre has received numerous
awards and commendations for her
contributions to the field of education.
For instance, the Governor of Pennsyl-
vania honored her as a Distinguished
Daughter of Pennsylvania for estab-
lishing the Wings to Excellence Pro-
gram at William Penn High School.
Likewise, she received the Philadelphia
Award for her efforts to provide quality
education for all. The University of
Pennsylvania and Temple University
have each granted her honorary doc-
toral degrees. Similarly, she received
national recognition for establishing a
fund at Temple University to provide
college tuition for 119 graduates of the
sixth grade classes of the Kenderton
and Wright Schools who complete high
school and are admitted to an accred-
ited college. All of her achievements
notwithstanding, Dr. Hayre once re-
marked that her greatest accomplish-
ment was, ‘‘Being a wife, a mother, and
a grandmother.”

Mr. President, Dr. Hayre is truly a
great American. She has dedicated her
life to one of the single most important
vocations—educating young people. I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Dr. Ruth W. Hayre for her life-
long accomplishments and in extending
the Senate’s best wishes for continued
happiness as she retires.e

———————

REV. ROSCOE C. WILSON

e Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of one of South
Carolina’s finest citizens, Rev. Roscoe
C. Wilson, pastor of Saint John Baptist
Church in Columbia. For the past 50
years, Reverend Wilson has presided
over the same church and during this
time, the congregation has increased
from 150 to over 800 members.

Roscoe Wilson began his career of
public service very early. In 1942, after
graduation from high school, he joined
the U.S. Army where he served for the
next 4% years. Upon his discharge in
1946, young Roscoe moved to Columbia,
SC, and entered Benedict College where
he earned his bachelor of arts and
bachelor of divinity degrees. It was
there that he met his future wife, the
late Ethel Celeste Williams.

In 1948, at an unusually tender age,
Roscoe Wilson was appointed pastor of
Saint John Baptist Church. Together
Roscoe and Ethel Wilson built a strong
parish and became part of the tightly
knit Benedict College community.
Ethel Wilson worked at the college and
was fondly named ‘“‘Ma’ by the stu-
dents. The Wilsons often provided
housing for out-of-town students who
were unable to afford a room on cam-
pus. Reverend Wilson still refers to
them as his foster children. The Wil-
sons raised two of their own, Roscoe,
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