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lane divided highways in West Vir-
ginia; a few dollars compared with the
billions of dollars that go for airports,
go for mass transit and other modes of
transportation elsewhere.

So she is experiencing new economic
growth. Travel our highways now, view
the scenery now, experience the hospi-
tality now, see the historic places,
stand on the tops of those mountains
and view the creative works of an om-
nipotent God. Look at her sunrises,
pause at her tranquil sunsets and view
the land where the early pioneers
crossed the Alleghenies with a Bible in
one hand and a rifle in the other, car-
rying a bag of seeds.

They used the forests, dredged the
rivers, and built a great State—a great
State—a State that was born during
the struggle between the States, the
war between the States, the war among
the States.

So she is experiencing new economic
growth and prosperity as a result of
new roads, technology, and forward-
looking leadership. In fact, West Vir-
ginia boasts four cities in the top 200 of
Money magazine’s 1997 list of the best
places in America to live. And there
are many more than four cities there
and towns and rural communities that
I would categorize as the best places in
America to live.

So today I say to all of those who
have never tasted our glorious country
cooking or danced at our traditional
mountain festivals to tunes that are
played by mountain musicians, never
skied our shimmering slopes or paddled
our wild white water, never heard the
rich notes of our mountain music or
gazed at our phenomenal sunsets, come
to West Virginia. We will show you the
way.

Happy birthday. Happy birthday,
West Virginia. May you grow, and may
your people never, never change.

Madam President, I yield the floor.
Mr. THURMOND addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina.
Mr. THURMOND. I want to commend

the able Senator from West Virginia on
his devotion and dedication to his
State. He has just paid a wonderful eu-
logy to that State and the people of
that State. I am sure the people of the
United States are very proud of West
Virginia and the people of West Vir-
ginia and the able Senator who rep-
resents them here in the Senate.

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I
thank my friend, my senior colleague,
for his gracious and kind remarks con-
cerning my State and my people.
f

CHEMICAL WARFARE DEFENSE
DOCTRINE

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, one year
ago tomorrow, on June 21, 1996, in a
hastily called press conference, the De-
partment of Defense revealed that
United States troops may have been
exposed to Iraqi chemical nerve and
mustard agents as a result of the post-
war demolition of an Iraqi ammunition

storage depot at Kamisiyah, Iraq. By
September 1996, the DOD estimate of
the number of soldiers who may have
been exposed had climbed to just over
20,000, and the DOD announced that
studies were still under way that could
push that number even higher. This an-
nouncement raised new fears that Iraqi
chemical warfare agents may have
played a role in causing the illness
among United States and coalition vet-
erans of the Persian gulf war that has
come to be called gulf war syndrome,
and it exposed flaws in the manner in
which the Department of Defense
tracked the locations and medical his-
tories of units and individual troops.
The Department of Defense and the
Presidential Advisory Committee on
gulf war illnesses have subsequently
attempted to address this and many
other possible causes of gulf war syn-
drome, as have a number of congres-
sional committees. There is still con-
siderable uncertainty and controversy
surrounding this issue.

As a result of that announcement, I
offered an amendment to the Fiscal
Year 1997 Department of Defense au-
thorization bill to provide $10 million
for independent scientific research into
the possible relationship between
chemical agent exposure, particularly
to low levels of chemical agent expo-
sure, and gulf war syndrome. My
amendment was adopted without de-
bate by the Senate and supported
through the conference with the House,
and I thank my colleagues for sharing
in my concern that our veterans be
provided with the independent medical
research on this subject that had not
previously existed. I am eager, as I
know our sick veterans and their fami-
lies are also, to learn the results of
these studies.

But, Mr. President, although efforts
to improve medical records manage-
ment techniques in order to better un-
derstand and treat future post-war ill-
nesses among United States troops—ef-
forts already undertaken by the De-
partment of Defense—are a step in the
right direction, I believe that the most
effective course of action is to prevent
the exposures from occurring. We must
not settle for just closing the barn door
after the horse has bolted. We must
find out why the door failed to contain
the horse, and fix it. In that regard, the
effectiveness of current doctrine and
technology is questionable. It is not
certain that our chemical detectors
will provide a sufficient warning for
low levels of chemical agent, and it is
not certain that our military doctrine
and procedures are adequate to fully
protect our troops in a scenario that is
not immediately life-threatening. Nor
is it certain that the military antici-
pates the synergistic effects of dif-
ferent factors, such as the administra-
tion of vaccines and anti-chemical war-
fare agent drugs, in combination with
the use of pesticides or exposure to
other battlefield effluents, including
chemical and biological agents.

I am concerned that United States
military doctrine has not changed to

reflect these lessons learned from the
gulf war experience and its aftermath.
My concern is, I know, shared by many
of my colleagues, who over the years
have pursued these issues in hearings.
Indeed, even the Special Assistant for
gulf war illnesses at the Department of
Defense has admitted in testimony be-
fore Congress that ‘‘We [DOD] need to
learn from our Gulf experience and
make the necessary changes in poli-
cies, doctrine, and technology.’’

I am pleased, therefore, that two of
my colleagues on the Armed Services
Committee, Senator LEVIN and Senator
GLENN, have joined me in requesting
that the General Accounting Office
[GAO] initiate an evaluation of this
very issue. Both of these very able Sen-
ators have, over the last several years,
questioned the ability of our military
to fight and win on a chemical battle-
field. We have asked the GAO to ad-
dress the adequacy of current policies,
procedures, and technologies to first
adequately defend United States mili-
tary forces against single, repeated, or
sustained exposure to low levels of
chemical warfare agent, and to second
identify, prepare for, and defend
against the possible adverse effects of
chemical warfare agent exposure in
combination with other compounds
commonly found in the battlefield, in-
cluding pesticides, oil and diesel ex-
haust, biological warfare agents, low
level radiation, medically administered
vaccines, and other occupational haz-
ards.

It is my hope that this study will lay
the foundation upon which we might
make effective and targeted adjust-
ments in next year’s Department of De-
fense authorization bill that will give
our soldiers the ability and confidence
to fight and win on a chemically con-
taminated battlefield.
f

IN MEMORY OF BILLY N.
STEPHENS

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, on Sunday,
May 18, a soldier was laid to rest in a
small Kentucky community along the
banks of the Ohio River. But this
wasn’t to be any small affair. Billy Ste-
phens had served his country and com-
munity with distinction and he would
be honored for those contributions by a
17-man team from Ft. Knox.

Once the rifles were fired, the bugle
sounded taps, and the flag from the
casket was presented to his widow,
those present couldn’t help but feel the
enormity of his life. A son of
Hawesville in Hancock County, if you
met Billy Stephens on the street, you
might not suspect him of greatness.

But it is because of him and others
like him, that you and I enjoy freedom
today.

In 1940, he joined the Army and
served for the duration of the war. Be-
fore the war ended, he would partici-
pate in seven campaigns and earn seven
battle stars. In addition to the EAME
theater with seven Bronze Stars, his
military decorations included the
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American Defense Service Medal and
the Good Conduct Ribbon.

When he left the Army his commit-
ment to service continued, not only as
the Hancock County Sheriff, but also
in his dedication to seeing the commu-
nity grow, while preserving its solid
rural values. It was that unyielding de-
votion that earned him the Citizen of
the Year award in 1992 by the Hancock
County Chamber of Commerce.

Perhaps his commitment to country
should come as no surprise. His father
served in the Army during World War
One, and both of his brothers served in
World War II, where one narrowly es-
caped death at Pearl Harbor. Both of
his sons served in Viet Nam, as did his
daughter’s husband. His grandson con-
tinues the tradition as an Air Force
Academy graduate.

Mr. President, Billy Stephen’s con-
tributions will be felt for generations,
both as soldier and community leader.
He was a good father, husband, friend,
and fighter for America, and his pres-
ence will be sorely missed.
f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the

close of business yesterday, Thursday,
June 19, 1997, the Federal debt stood at
$5,330,018,602,378.07. (Five trillion, three
hundred thirty billion, eighteen mil-
lion, six hundred two thousand, three
hundred seventy-eight dollars and
seven cents)

One year ago, June 19, 1996, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,120,985,000,000.
(Five trillion, one hundred twenty bil-
lion, nine hundred eighty-five million)

Five years ago, June 19, 1992, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,933,120,000,000.
(Three trillion, nine hundred thirty-
three billion, one hundred twenty mil-
lion)

Ten years ago, June 19, 1987, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $2,293,351,000,000.
(Two trillion, two hundred ninety-
three billion, three hundred fifty-one
million)

Twenty-five years ago, June 19, 1972,
the Federal debt stood at
$426,191,000,000 (Four hundred twenty-
six billion, one hundred ninety-one
million) which reflects a debt increase
of nearly $5 trillion—$4,903,827,602,378.07
(Four trillion, nine hundred three bil-
lion, eight hundred twenty-seven mil-
lion, six hundred two thousand, three
hundred seventy-eight dollars and
seven cents) during the past 25 years.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

ENZI). The clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 1:18 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by

Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following bill:

H.R. 956. An act to amend the National
Narcotics Leadership Act of 1988 to establish
a program to support and encourage local
communities that first demonstrate a com-
prehensive, long-term commitment to reduce
substance abuse among youth, and for other
purposes.

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–2253. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Tennessee Valley Authority,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report
under the Freedom of Information Act for
calendar year 1996; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC–2254. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs),
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a Presidential Determination relative to the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC–2255. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs),
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
two rules including a rule entitled ‘‘Visas’’
received on June 10, 1997; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

EC–2256. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, the report of the texts of
international agreements, other than trea-
ties, and background statements; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC–2257. A Communication from the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a response to a report rel-
ative to tax deductibility of
nonreimburseable expenses; to the Commit-
tee on Finance.

EC–2258. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Federal Register Certifying Of-
ficer, Financial Management Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a rule entitled ‘‘Offset of Tax
Refund Payments to Collect Past-due, Le-
gally Enforceable Nontax Debt’’, received on
June 18, 1997; to the Committee on Finance.

EC–2259. A communication from the Chair,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a rule rel-
ative to nuclear plant decommissioning trust
fund, received on June 16, 1997; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC–2260. A communication from the Acting
Deputy, Office of the Secretary, Department
of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a rule entitled ‘‘National Capital Region
Parks-Kennedy Center and Distribution of
Literature’’ (RIN1024–AC61), received on
June 18, 1997; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC–2261. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement, Acquisition and
Technology, Secretary of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report of 43 rules rel-
ative to the Defense Acquisition Circular 91–
12, received on June 16, 1997; to the Commit-
tee on Armed Services.

EC–2262. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Federal Bureau of Prisons, Department
of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a
rule entitled ‘‘Scope of Rules: National Secu-
rity; Prevention of Acts of Violence and Ter-
rorism’’ (RIN1120–AA54), received on June 19,
1997; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC–2263. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Marketing
and Regulatory Programs, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to law,
a report of a rule entitled ‘‘Mediterranean
Fruit Fly; Addition to Quarantined Areas;
Regulated Articles’’, received on June 19,
1997; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC–2264. A communication from the Chair-
man, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the Commission’s Accountability for fiscal
year 1996, received on June 19, 1997; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC–2265. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a rule relative to Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone Off Alaska, received
on June 19, 1997; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–2266. A communication from the Chief
of the Forest Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the Tongass National Forest;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROTH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, without amendment:

S. 949. An original bill to provide revenue
reconciliation pursuant to section 104(b) of
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 1998 (Rept. No. 105–33).

By Mr. DOMENICI, from the Committee on
the Budget, without amendment:

S. 947. An original bill to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to section 104(a) of the
concurrent resolution on the budget for fis-
cal year 1998.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HARKIN:
S. 942. A bill to repeal the requirement

that the Secretary of the Navy maintain a
dairy farm for the Naval Academy; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr.
SANTORUM):

S. 943. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to clarify the application of the
Act popularly known as the ‘‘Death on the
High Seas Act’’ to aviation accidents; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. D’AMATO:
S. 944. A bill to require the Secretary of

Housing and Urban Development to establish
procedures for requesting waivers on behalf
of qualified international medical graduates
of the 2-year foreign residency requirement;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BREAUX (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S. 945. A bill to eliminate waste, fraud, and
abuse in the medicaid program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CRAIG:
S. 946. A bill for the relief of Pyonghui

Gonion Arrington; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.
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