S5790

(Two trillion,
three billion,
three million.)
Fifteen years ago, June 16, 1982, the
Federal debt stood at $1,076,341,000,000.
(One trillion, seventy-six billion, three
hundred forty-one million.)
Twenty-five years ago, June 16, 1972,
the Federal debt stood at
$426,203,000,000 (Four hundred twenty-
six billion, two hundred three million)
which reflects a debt increase of nearly
$5  trillion—$4,929,209,554,888.33 (Four
trillion, nine hundred twenty-nine bil-
lion, two hundred nine million, five
hundred fifty-four thousand, eight hun-
dred eighty-eight dollars and thirty-
three cents) during the past 25 years.

two hundred ninety-
four hundred ninety-

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-2205. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a draft of proposed
legislation to modify Medicare payments; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-2206. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report con-
cerning increases in inpatient hospital pay-
ment rates and recommendations for hos-
pitals subject to the Medicare prospective
payment system; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-2207. A communication from the Regu-
latory Policy Officer, Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, and Firearms, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, two
rules concerning the small producers’ wine
tax credit (RIN1512-AB65), received on June
2, 1997; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2208. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of No-
tice 97-36, received on June 11, 1997; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-2209. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, a
draft of proposed legislation entitled ‘‘Vet-
erans’ Medical Care Funding Improvement
Act of 1997"’; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

EC-2210. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report on recissions and
deferrals, received on June 16, 1997; referred
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jointly, pursuant to the order of January 30,
1975 as modified by the order of April 11, 1986,
to the Committees on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry, Armed Services, Bank-
ing, Housing and Urban Affairs, Energy and
Natural Resources, Finance, Foreign Rela-
tions, Governmental Affairs, and Judiciary.

EC-2211. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyards Administration, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fees for
Official Inspection and Official Weighing
Services’ (RIN0508-AA52), received on June
17, 1997; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-2212. A communication from the Acting
Chairman of the Thrift Depositor Protection
Board, under the Secretary for Domestic Fi-
nance, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, a draft of proposed legislation rel-
ative to abolishing the Thrift Depositor Pro-
tection Oversight Board; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-2213. A communication from the Acting
Executive Director, Thrift Depositor Protec-
tion Oversight Board, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the Resolu-
tion Funding Corporation for calendar year
1996; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-2214. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to direct
spending or receipts legislation; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget.

EC-2215. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, U.S. Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far
West”’, received on June 16, 1997; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-2216. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Rural Development, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a rule relative to the Distance
Learning and Telemedicine Grant Program
(RINO0572-AB31), received on June 16, 1997; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

————————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THURMOND, from the Committee
on Armed Services, without amendment:

S. 924. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 1998 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe personnel strengths for such fiscal
yvear for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 105-29).

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. THURMOND (for himself and
Mr. HOLLINGS):

S. 915. A bill to amend the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States to sus-
pend temporarily the duty on certain manu-
facturing equipment; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. COCHRAN:

S. 916. A bill to designate the United

States Post Office building located at 750
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Highway 28 East in Taylorsville, Mississippi,
as the ‘“‘Blaine H. Eaton Post Office Build-
ing”’; to the Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. TORRICELLI (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, and Mr. BYRD):

S. 917. A bill to amend section 6105 of title
38, United States Code, to expand the range
of criminal offenses resulting in forfeiture of
veterans benefits; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Mr. GLENN, Mr. BIDEN,
and Mr. LEAHY):

S. 918. A Dbill to reform the financing of
Federal Elections; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

By Mr. KOHL (for himself and Mr.
BROWNBACK):

S. 919. A bill to establish the Independent
Bipartisan Commission on Campaign Fi-
nance Reform to recommend reforms in the
law relating to elections for Federal office;
to the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 920. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to issue an an-
nual report card on the performance of the
States in protecting children placed for
adoption in foster care, or with a guardian,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources.

By Mr. COVERDELL (for himself, Mr.
DopD, and Mr. DEWINE):

S. 921. A Dbill to immunize donations made
in the form of charitable gift annuities and
charitable remainder trusts from the anti-
trust laws and State laws similar to the
antitrust laws; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG:

S. 922. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury, acting through the Director of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire-
arms, to issue minimum safety and security
standards for dealers of firearms; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SPECTER:

S. 923. A bill to deny veterans benefits to
persons convicted of Federal capital offenses;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. THURMOND:

S. 924. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 1998 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe personnel strengths for such fiscal
year for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes; from the Committee on Armed
Services; placed on the calendar.

By Mr. COVERDELL:

S. 925. A bill to provide authority for
women’ business centers to enter into con-
tracts with Federal departments and agen-
cies to provide specific assistance to women
and other under-served small business con-
cerns; to the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mrs.
MURRAY):

S. 926. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the child and de-
pendent care credit, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. HOL-
LINGS, Mr. GREGG, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. REED, and Mr. GLENN):

S. 927. A bill to reauthorize the Sea Grant
Program; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. JEFFORDS:

S. 928. A bill to provide for a regional edu-
cation and workforce training system in the
metropolitan Washington area, to improve
the school facilities of the District of Colum-
bia, and to fund such activities in part by an
income tax on nonresident workers in the
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District of Columbia, to be offset by tax merical sequence the following new head-

credits; to the Committee on Finance.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr.
CAMPBELL, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JOHNSON,
Mr. DORGAN, and Mr. WELLSTONE):

S. Res. 100. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the Federal commit-
ment for the education of American Indians
and Alaska Natives should be affirmed
through legislative actions of the 105th Con-
gress to bring the quality of Indian edu-
cation and educational facilities up to parity
with the rest of America; to the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 101. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation of Members, officers, and em-
ployees of the Senate in the case of Douglas
R. Page v. Richard Shelby, et al, considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
ABRAHAM):

S. Con. Res. 33. A concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the National SAFE KIDS Campaign SAFE
KIDS Buckle Up Car Seat Check Up; to the
Committee on Rules and Administration.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THURMOND (for himself
and Mr. HOLLINGS):

S. 915, A Dbill to amend the Har-
monized Tariff schedule of the United
States to suspend temporarily the duty
on certain manufacturing equipment;
to the Committee on Finance.

DUTY SUSPENSION LEGISLATION

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce, along with
Senator HOLLINGS, a bill which will
suspend the duties imposed on certain
equipment used to manufacture
earthmoving tires. Currently, these
machines are not manufactured in the
United States nor is a substitute read-
ily available. Therefore, suspending the
duties on these items would not ad-
versely affect domestic industries.

Mr. President, suspending the duty
on these machines will benefit the con-
sumers of earthmoving tires. Cur-
rently, demand for these tires exceeds
supply and this suspension would not
harm other manufacturers. I hope the
Senate will consider this measure expe-
ditiously.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 915

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SUSPENSION OF DUTY ON CERTAIN
MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
99 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States is amended by inserting in nu-

ings:
9902.84.79

9902.84.81

9902.84.83

9902.84.85

9902.84.87

9902.84.89
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Calendaring or

other rolling ma-

chines for rub-

ber, valued at

not less than

$2,200,000 each,

numerically con-

trolled, or parts

thereof (provided

for in sub-

heading

8420.10.90,

8420.91.90, or

8420.99.90) and

material holding

devices or simi-

lar attachments

thereto ............. Free  No No
change change fore 12/

31/2000

Shearing ma-

chines used to

cut metallic tis-

sue capable of a

straight cut of 5

m or more, val-

ued at not less

than $750,000

each, numerically

controlled (pro-

vided for in sub-

heading

8462.31.00) ....... Free  No No
change change fore 12/

31/2000

Machine tools for

working wire of

iron or steel for

use in products

provided for in

subheading

4011.20.10, val-

ued at not less

than $375,000

each, numerically

controlled, or

parts thereof

(provided for in

subheading

8463.30.00) ....... Free  No No
change change fore 12/

31/2000

Extruders of a

type used for

processing rub-

ber, valued at

not less than

$2,000,000 each,

numerically con-

trolled, or parts

thereof (provided

for in sub-

heading

8477.20.00 or

8477.90.80) ...... Free No No
change change fore 12/

31/2000

Machinery for

molding, retread-

ing, or otherwise

forming uncured,

unvulcanized

rubber for use in

processing prod-

ucts provided for

in subheading

4011.20.10, val-

ued at not less

than $800,000

each, capable of

holding cylinders

measuring 114

centimeters or

more in diame-

ter, numerically

controlled, or

parts thereof

(provided for in

subheading

8477.51.00 or

8477.90.80) ....... Free No No
change change fore 12/

31/2000

Sector mold

press machines

used for curing

or vulcanizing

rubber, valued at

not less than

$1,000,000 each,

weighing

135,000 kg or

more, numeri-

cally controlled,

or parts thereof

(provided for in

subheading

8477.90.80) ....... Free  No No
change change fore 12/

31/2000

On or be-

On or be-

On or be-

On or be-

On or be-

On or be-

S5791

9902.84.91  Sawing ma-
chines, valued at
not less than
$600,000 each,
weighing 18,000
kg or more, for
working cured,
vulcanized rub-
ber described in
heading 4011

(provided for in
subheading
8465.91.00) ....... Free  No No On or be-
change change fore 12/
31/2000.”

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) GENERAL RULE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) applies with respect to
goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on the date that is 15 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(2) RETROACTIVE APPLICATION TO CERTAIN
ENTRIES.—Notwithstanding section 514 of the
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or any other
provision of law, upon proper request filed
with the Customs Service before the 90th day
after the date of enactment of this Act, any
entry, or withdrawal from warehouse for
consumption, of any goods described in sub-
heading  9902.84.79, 9902.84.81, 9902.84.83,
9902.84.85, 9902.84.87, 9902.84.89, or 9902.84.91 of
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (as added by subsection (a))
that was made—

(A) on or after May 1, 1997; and

(B) before the 15th day after the date of en-
actment of this Act;
shall be liquidated or reliquidated as though
such entry or withdrawal occurred on the
date that is 15 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Madam President,
today, I, along with Senator THUR-
MOND, introduce duty suspension legis-
lation designed to permit the import of
certain tire manufacturing equipment
into the United States duty free. U.S.
companies do not manufacture the cus-
tom equipment to be imported, and
therefore its importation will not dis-
place domestic sourcing. Moreover, be-
cause the product at issue is manufac-
turing equipment, it will assist in the
creation of additional jobs in the tire
manufacturing industry.

I believe that this is the most appro-
priate use of duty suspension legisla-
tion. The custom imported product will
not displace any product manufactured
in the United States. Moreover, the im-
ported product will assist in creating
more productive capacity in the United
States. This equipment will be used to
manufacture a product that heretofore
was not made in the United States. I
am therefore hopeful that this new ca-
pacity can be used to supply both do-
mestic and foreign needs and will in-
crease employment in the tire manu-
facturing industry.

By Mr. COCHRAN:

S. 916. A Dbill to designate the U.S.
Post Office building located at 750
Highway 28 East in Taylorsville, MS,
as the ‘“‘Blaine H. Eaton Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

THE BLAINE H. EATON POST OFFICE BUILDING

DESIGNATION ACT OF 1997

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to introduce legislation desig-
nating the U.S. Post Office facility lo-
cated in Taylorsville, MS, as the
‘“Blaine H. Eaton Post Office Build-
ing.”
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