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of the crash. With the wreckage burn-
ing only 100 yards from two gas sta-
tions, these good Samaritans waded
into the fiery crash site to rescue com-
plete strangers. Because of their self-
less courage, lives were saved and crip-
pling injuries avoided.

Those injured in the accident have
my best wishes for a speedy and com-
plete recovery. My heart goes out to
the families of Leland, Vicki, and Sam-
uel. Over the years these three airmen
have foregone time with their families
in order to serve their country, and
now the Nation owes them a debt it
can never fully repay. All we can offer
is our deepest sympathy and highest
esteem.e

CHRISTOPHER REEVE ON MEDICAL
RESEARCH

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, on
March 13, 1997, along with Senator
ARLEN SPECTER, | introduced biparti-
san legislation, S. 441, the National
Fund for Health Research Act. This im-
portant bill would provide additional
resources for health research over and
above those provided to the National
Institutes of Health in the annual ap-
propriations process. The fund will help
eradicate some of the illnesses that
now strike millions of Americans.

At this time | would like to submit
for the RECORD a letter from Chris-
topher Reeve endorsing the National
Fund for Health Research Act. Chris-
topher Reeve has worked tirelessly
since his accident to increase funding
for medical research. We all owe Chris-
topher Reeve a debt of gratitude for
bringing health care concerns to the
attention of all Americans. He and |
both realize that the Fund for Health
Research Act could hold the key to
finding successful treatments for hun-
dreds of diseases. In his letter, Chris-
topher Reeve states that S. 441 will
give our best researchers the funds
they need to stay ahead of a developing
crisis. | agree wholeheartedly with his
assessment and urge the Senate to
move quickly on this legislation. | now
ask that the text of Christopher
Reeve’s letter be printed in the
RECORD.

The letter follows:

CHRISTOPHER REEVE,
March 20, 1997.
President CLINTON,
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CLINTON. | was sorry to hear
about your unfortunate accident but glad to
know you will make a full recovery and that
your activities won’t be limited in the fu-
ture. The sight of you in a wheelchair was
very moving but also a helpful image for all
Americans particularly the disabled.

At the risk of becoming a pest, I’'m taking
this opportunity to ask your support for leg-
islation introduced last week by Senators
Specter and Harkin which would require in-
surance companies to donate 1 penny out of
every dollar they receive in premiums to the
NIH. It is estimated that this would provide
an additional $6 billion dollars annually for
research.

I feel it is an excellent proposal because it
does not raise taxes, the insurance compa-
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nies can afford it and they ultimately re-
ceive the additional benefit of having to pay
for fewer claims. And as | am sure you’re
aware, recent studies have shown the cost ef-
fectiveness of research, is of course a crucial
factor in the balanced budget debate. As
America ages, the attendant health problems
will not go away unless we give our best re-
searchers the funds they need to stay ahead
of a developing crisis.

Thank you again for all the helpful com-
ments you have made so far about research
since the convention last year. Now is the
time for all of us to push into high gear.

With best wishes for a speedy recovery.

Sincerely,
CHRISTOPHER REEVE,
(Signed by Michael Manganiello,
Special Assistant to Christoper Reeve).®

COMMEMORATING THE CITY OF
NASSAU BAY’S ASTRONAUT DAY
FESTIVAL

® Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, |
rise to commend the city of Nassau
Bay for its efforts to celebrate the de-
velopment of space exploration and the
international cooperation associated
with it. Nassau Bay is hosting a special
day of recognition for America’s astro-
nauts and their Russian counterparts
on April 12, 1997. In addition, the State
of Texas has proudly honored these
brave men and women by declaring
April 12th ““‘Space Explorers’ Day” in
Texas. | rise today to appropriately
recognize this day in the U.S. Senate.

Nassau Bay is located near NASA'’s
Lyndon B. Johnson Center. The com-
munity has been integrally involved in
this Nation’s space exploration activi-
ties since we began the space program
a generation ago. Nassau Bay residents
were among those to walk on the Moon
and provide the technical and manage-
rial support necessary for America’s
successful space program. Today, Nas-
sau Bay is still critical to NASA’s
manned space mission. Nassau Bay
rightfully celebrates the continuation
of that mission by hosting ‘‘Astronaut
Day’’ on April 12.

Astronaut Day celebrates the men
and women who have expanded
humankind’s horizons and recognizes
the technological advances resulting
from their work that have been incor-
porated into our everyday lives. | join
Nassau Bay and the State of Texas in
honoring the many dedicated men and
women who devote their time and tal-
ents to helping this Nation realize the
cherished dream of space exploration.
They have truly broadened the fron-
tiers of knowledge and their outstand-
ing accomplishments are worthy of
special recognition.

Mr. President, | appreciate this op-
portunity to give Nassau Bay the rec-
ognition it deserves in the U.S. Senate.
I urge my colleagues to join me, the
city of Nassau Bay, and the State of
Texas in reflecting on the important
contributions our space pioneers and
explorers have made to history,
science, and the quality of our lives on
this planet.e
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GIRL SCOUTS AND BOY SCOUTS OF
RHODE ISLAND, 1996

® Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that | present to
you Rhode Island’s outstanding recipi-
ents of the highest honors for Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts. They have dis-
tinguished themselves as community
leaders, service volunteers, and men-
tors for their peers.

For more than 50 years, artist Nor-
man Rockwell captured in his paint-
ings the spirit and sense of America
and its people. A large number of these
paintings portrayed Scouts and Scout-
ing. Few other childhood activities bet-
ter represent the commitment to God,
country, and community that is inher-
ent in Scouting.

Providing girls and boys with tools
and leadership skills that will be useful
throughout their lives, Scouting is in-
delibly linked with transforming
youths into able, educated, well-round-
ed adults. Activities like camping,
service projects, and weekly meetings
aim to build character, encourage re-
sponsible citizenship, and develop phys-
ical, mental, and emotional fitness.

The highest honors that a Girl Scout
can earn are the Gold and Silver
Awards, which are presented to those
girls who have shown exemplary com-
mitments to personal excellence and
unwavering public service. Likewise,
the Eagle Award is the highest honor
that can be earned by a Boy Scout. Re-
cipients have displayed the highest
achievable skills in outdoor activities
and incomparable service records.

Behind every Girl Scout and Boy
Scout troop is a group of similarly
dedicated parents and leaders who
guide the youths through their
achievements.

It is for all these reasons that | am
proud to honor the recipients of Girl
Scouts’ Gold and Silver Awards and the
Boy Scouts’ Eagle Scout Award. The
outstanding achievements of these
young recipients warrant our praise,
admiration, and thanks. So that we all
may know who they are, | ask that the
complete list of awardees be printed in
the RECORD.

The list follows:

GIRL ScouT 1996 GoLD AWARD RECIPIENTS

CUMBERLAND, RI
Nicole Tetreault.
JOHNSTON, RI
Shannon Quigley, Sandra Shackford.
NARRAGANSETT, RI
Kate Hohman, Renee Johnson, Jill Raggio.
NORTH PROVIDENCE, RI

Marissa Borrelli.

SAUNDERSTOWN, RI

Angela Briggs.

SMITHFIELD, RI
Heather Harkness, Christina Riccio.

WAKEFIELD, RI
Meghan Higgins.

WOONSOCKET, RI
Melissa Brin.

GIRL ScouT 1996 SILVER AWARD RECIPIENTS
BRISTOL, RI

Sara Belisle, Kathleen Cahill,
Koch, Afiya Samuel.

Sandra
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CRANSTON, RI

Robin Grady, Bethany Lavigne, Kathryn
Mullican, Jessica Sanchez.

CUMBERLAND, RI

Suzanne Gustafson, Elizabeth Rivard.
EAST GREENWICH, RI

Elissa Carter.

EXETER, RI
Laura Moriarty.

KENYON, RI
Tracy Williams.

LINCOLN, RI

Johanna Simpson.
LITTLE COMPTON, RI
Ruth Gordon.
MIDDLETOWN, RI

Meredity Benvenuto, Meghan Franklin,
Elizabeth Mack, Heather Markman, Casey
Serls.

NARRAGANSETT, RI
Lucia Marotta.
NEWPORT, RI
Mary Ann Compton, Amanda Grosvenor,
Jennifer Sawyer.
NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI
Kelly Blinkhorn.
NORTH PROVIDENCE, RI
Nicole Aiello, Beth Bader, Bonnie Bryden,
Sarah Cardin, Jenifer DeGrace, Laura Ann
DiTommaso, Jean Ann Douglas, Valeria Fer-
rara, Sabra Integlia, Alison Kole, Carissa
Leal, Candida Linares, Karen Linares, Sum-
mer Lockett, Pamela Ricci, Dawn Shurtleff,
Stephanie Swartz.
NORTH SMITHFIELD, RI
Maureen McPherson, Laura Peach, Sarah
Peach, Lisa Rowey, Heather Senecal.
PAWTUCKET, RI
Briana Fishbein, Nicole Gendron, Alyssa
Nunes.
PORTSMOUTH, RI

Jennifer Lake, Carrie Miller, Elizabeth
Nunes.

PROVIDENCE, RI
Arielle Ascrizzi, Mika Clark, Angela
Fayerweather, Rita McCartney, Stacy
Montvilo.

SAUNDERSTOWN, RI
Karena Burnham.
WARREN, RI
April Lau, Nicole Peck, Jody Valente.
WARWICK, RI
Carolyn Beagan, Sara Berman, Amanda

Cadden, Becky Csizmesia, Justine Evans,
Kristen Giza, Bethany Linden, Amanda
Marcoccio, Kerri McLaughlin, Lauren

Ramieri, Catherine Rousseau, Leah Wallick.
WEST GREENWICH, RI
Rachel Fontaine.
WEST KINGSTON, RI
Audra Criscione.
WEST WARWICK, RI

Tracyjo Jorgensen, Jennifer
Kerrin Massey.

WESTERLY, RI

Jamie Hanson, Karen McGrath, Heather
Norman.

Malaby,

WYOMING, RI
Kelly Marie Henry.

Boy ScouT 1996 EAGLE AWARD RECIPIENTS
BARRINGTON, RI

John Eugene McCann 1V, Curtis G. Barton,
Thayer Harris, Bretton R. McDonough, Ben-
jamin A. Rasmussen, William Prescott Read,
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Christopher J. Ryan, Jeffrey J. Previdi,
Brian Wood, Casey M. O’Donnell, Nicholas C.
Seadale, Brian C. Keeney, N. Ross Kiely.

BLACKSTONE, MA
Kevin M. Boyko, Timothy P. Doyle.
BRISTOL, RI
Michael David Blank, Raymond B. Murray.
BURRIVILLE, RI
Kenneth DeBlois.
CENTRAL FALLS, RI
Daniel Joseph Malenfant.
COVENTRY, RI
Michael B. Sullivan, Jeffrey A. Taylor.
CRANSTON, RI

Zaven R. Norigian, Benjamin Mark Terry,
Michael Frank Ferraro, Seth Benjamin
Kahn, Michael P. Gallo, Michael W. Libby,
Kevin Michael Thurber, Joshua A. Terry,
David O. Ober, Matthew Brian Beltrami.

CUMBERLAND, RI

Sven John Myeberg, Adam Ryan Dau, Al-
bert R. Greene III.

EAST GREENWICH, RI

William R. Sequino, J. David C. M.
Whittingham, Derrick James Mong, Derek L.
Flock, Matthew V. Cawley, Matthew
Lundsten, Matthew Wolcott, Mark A. Fondi.

FOSTER, RI
Adam C. Copp, Nickolas A. Charrette.
GLOCESTER, RI

Scott Adam Carpenter, Steven Bruce Nel-
son.

HOPKINTON, RI
James M. Lord.
JOHNSTON, RI

Robert F. Amato, Daniel C. Ullucci, Don-
ald J. Bressette, William J. Giblin, Jr., Ste-
ven E. Piccotte, Jr.

KINGSTON, RI
Dana Clark Seaton.
MANVILLE, RI
Christopher Scott Horton.
MIDDLETOWN, RI
Michael A. Incze.
NEWPORT, RI
Jesse Silvia, Michael A. Thomas, Jr., Rob-
ert A. Zeuge, Doug M. Nelson, Roland E.
Zeuge, John Kenneth Mossey.
NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI
Andrew J. Vanasse, Donald T. Braman,
Nicholas J. Veasey.
NORTH SCITUATE, RI
Mark Ullucci.
NORTH SMITHFIELD, RI
Joshua S. Mowry, Timothy M. Reilly,
David R. Katz.
PAWTUCKET, RI
Jonathan A. Bray, Jupesi Gonzalez, Jessie
Alan Dyer.
PORTSMOUTH, RI
Jason C. Weida, Michael David Andrews,
Samuel Magrath 1V, Scott R. Obara, Douglas
M. Doherty, Kenneth E. Hoffman, Jr., Chris-
topher Cardoza, Jason J. Reynolds.
PROVIDENCE, RI
Andrew P. Magyar, Peter N. Wood, Jr.,
Brendan R. Foley-Marsello, Jeremy S.
Harkey, Matthew T. Whitman, Michael Ed-
ward Winiarski, Nicholas Q. Emlan, Damon
G. Cotter, Luke C. Doyle, William David
Garrahan, Richard James Marcoux, Andrew
M. Good.
RIVERSIDE, RI
Michael W. Caine, Michael L. Robertson,
Kevin J. Smith, Matthew Michael Hodges,
Eric Olson.

April 9, 1997

SAUNDERSTOWN, RI
Joshua J. Gabriel.
SCITUATE, RI

Scott D. Bear, Jared A. Fasteson, Wayne F.
Smith.

SEEKONK, MA
Matthew James Schupp, Zebulon P. Fox,
Andrew L. Libby.
WARWICK, RI
Jon Thomas Selby, Marc A. Berman, Chris
C. Schreib, Joseph Michael Bizon, Michael J.
Narowicz, Joseph M. O’Connor, Michael A.
Milner, Jason G. Naylor, Steven M. Sullivan.
WEST GREENWICH, RI
Edward C. Morgan, Geoffrey Albro.
WEST WARWICK, RI
Steven R. Bentley, John Richard Ferri,
Joshua Joseph Roch, Paul Ambrose Lague,
Brendon M. Warner, Jonathan Santini, Eric
R. Bosworth, Dana P. Graves, Jacob James
Cahalan, Charles Gardner.
WESTERLY, RI
Peter E. Cabral.e

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RE-
INDEPENDENCE OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF GEORGIA

® Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, |
rise today to commemorate the sixth
anniversary of the re-independence of
the Republic of Georgia.

Georgia has a rich cultural heritage
spanning over 2,000 years, and recent
history provides a remarkable story in
the struggle against communism. First
annexed by Russia in 1801, Georgia ex-
perienced a brief glimpse of independ-
ence in 1918 when Georgia relinquished
its ancient monarchy for a democrat-
ically elected government. In 1921,
however, the iron curtain descended on
this small, yet proud country, and over
the next 70 years suffered terribly
under the heavy hand of Soviet com-
munism and its centrally planned econ-
omy. Through it all, the Georgian peo-
ple never gave up their hope or desire
for freedom and independence.

On April 9, 1989, violence erupted in
the Georgian capitol of Tbilisi, as So-
viet troops swarmed the city and fell
on 10,000 peaceful citizens demonstrat-
ing for independence. During the ensu-
ing violence, more than 200 people were
injured and 19 killed. Some, including
women and children, were tragically
beaten to death with shovels. This
event marked the beginning of the end
of Soviet domination. Exactly 2 years
later, on April 9, 1991, Georgia offi-
cially declared its independence, a day
which is remembered as the anniver-
sary on which Georgia’s long fight for
freedom was again realized.

Since then, under the leadership of
President Eduard Shevardnadze, Geor-
gia has made remarkable strides to-
ward a free market economy and demo-
cratic rule of law. A constitution
founded on democratic principles and
values has been adopted, and free and
fair presidential and parliamentary
elections were held. A new generation
of young, energetic democratic leaders
has emerged, led by 34-year-old Zurab
Zhvania, Chairman of the Parliament,
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