S2874

by accident. The truth is that R.J.
Reynolds is marketing its deadly prod-
uct to children.

In preparation for its rule designed to
decrease teenage smoking, the Food
and Drug Administration collected
documents that show that R.J. Reyn-
olds targeted what it calls presmokers,
identified as children as young as 14. A
1993 R.J. Reynolds document boasted
that 86 percent of children age 10 to 17
recognize the image of Joe Camel and
95 percent of them knew Joe Camel
sold cigarettes.

The most telling statistic is that
since Joe Camel was introduced, Cam-
el’s share of the youth cigarette mar-
ket has jumped from 3 percent to as
high as 16 percent. Despite this criti-
cism, R.J. Reynolds recently decided to
engage in even more egregious behav-
ior. It is now targeting kids based not
only on age but race as well.

Mr. President, despite the rising
rates of teenage smoking overall, Afri-
can-American children have bucked
the trend. How has the tobacco indus-
try responded? It seems that R.J.
Reynolds has decided that since its
current marketing tactics are not
working, it ought to target specific
groups of children, particularly Afri-
can-American children. Not only have
they targeted those children, but it is
promoting a line of camels even more
deadly than its standard cigarettes.

Recently, R.J. Reynolds introduced a
product called Camel Menthols.
Menthols are a particularly dangerous
type of cigarette. The menthol cools
the smoke so that it can be ingested
deeper into the lungs. Unfortunately,
menthols are very popular in the Afri-
can-American adult community. Crit-
ics are now charging that this line of
Camel Menthols is designed specifi-
cally to appeal to African-American
teens. In fact, it has been shown that
R.J. Reynolds has revamped the Joe
Camel image for Camel Menthols ads
to make the character more appealing
to African-American teenagers.

I consider R.J. Reynolds’ corporate
behavior inappropriate, and | hope that
the FTC will take steps to end this ad-
vertising aimed at our Kids, or any ad-
vertising aimed at our Kids, because no
parent, no guardian in good conscience
could say to a child, ‘“‘Listen, here’s
some lead, here’s some benzene, here’s
some arsenic, here’s some chromium. If
you feel like having a little bit of it,
take it.”” Your conscience would never
permit it, and the law would probably
incarcerate you for endangering the
health of a child. But here we have this
advertising of a product that carries all
of these elements in them.

I have asked in this bill that was in-
troduced yesterday to make sure all 43
carcinogens that are used in tobacco
products are clearly identified and that
people are conscious of the fact that
smoking may taste good, but once they
try it, they live with it for as short a
period as their life will be.
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THE LIFE OF TIM HAGAN

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, today in
my hometown of Mexico, MO, a very
dear lifelong friend, Tim Hagan, will be
buried. Lowell Lambert “Tim” Hagan,
111, owner of Hagan Clothing Co., died
Sunday after a long battle with cancer,
and will be sadly missed by his family
and all of us who were privileged to be
counted among his friends.

Tim was a tremendous businessman
and community leader. Born and raised
in Mexico, MO, Tim developed a life-
long reputation as ‘‘doer’’. He success-
fully ran the family clothing business,
and was involved in humerous commu-
nity organizations, including the Ro-
tary Club, the Mexico Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Mexico Country Club.
Out of compassion for those less fortu-
nate, he was the former president of
the Audrain County Cerebral Palsy So-
ciety, and for 6 years was chairman of
the Missouri National Multiple Sclero-
sis Hope Chest Campaign.

Because of his understanding of the
daily challenges small business owners
face, Tim was chosen to be part of the
Missouri delegation for the White
House Conference on Small Business in
1995. That conference was one of the
most successful in history, in that
some of the ideas generated by Tim and
others to create small business jobs
and opportunities have been acted on
by Congress and many others are now
being discussed.

Tim also felt that the education of
our children and youth was particu-
larly important to securing a good fu-
ture, and was instrumental in bringing
the Technical College to Mexico. That
contribution will benefit the youth of
Audrain County for years to come. His
presence and spirit in the community
will also continue to be felt for many
years in that his own son, John, will
continue to run the fourth generation
family business.

Tim shared with his friends a love of
his Irish ancestry, though his love was
more frequently and forcefully ex-
pressed as a lifelong Democrat. Even in
the last days of his illness, he and | en-
gaged in many spirited, but good na-
tured political debates.

Our culture is quick to glorify the
here and now, the “‘flash in the pan”
celebrities, the ‘“‘cause’ of the day. By
that measure, Tim Hagan stood apart.
While he was known in the community
as a ‘“‘feisty Irishman” with unfailing
energy, he was also a builder. He spent
his entire life making life better for his
family, his employees, his church, and
his community. His love for others
knew no racial or social boundaries. We
will miss him terribly.

I ask unanimous consent that an edi-
torial by Joe A. May in yesterday’s
Mexico Ledger be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Mexico Ledger, Apr. 8, 1997]
MEMORIES OF A COURAGEOUS MAN

One measure of a man’s life is how much

he’s missed once he is gone. The death of
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Tim Hagan Sunday has left a void in this
community as immense as the spirit with
which he moved through this world.

Tim excelled as a husband, father and busi-
nessman, but somehow that was expected.
Those who had the pleasure of his acquaint-
ance knew he was incapable of offering any-
thing less than the best.

Through his work and volunteerism Tim
touched many lives and those of us who
knew him will always treasure our favorite
memories.

Some may remember the third-generation
clothier’s innate touch of class.

Some will remember the Mexico native’s
dedication to civic projects that have im-
proved our city.

Some will remember the gregarious Irish-
man and his unflagging enthusiasm for the
sports teams of his alma mater, Notre Dame.

Some will remember the dedicated golfer
and his exploits on the greens or his stories
of the game that time and blarney could al-
ways improve.

As for me, | will remember Tim’s friend-
ship, his humor, his generosity, his gift for
lightening the burdens of others.

But all of us can share the memory of
Tim’s determination. He had battled cancer
since 1990. The faith, conviction and love for
family he demonstrated during that fight
should serve as an inspiration. Even on the
most trying of days, his attitude remained
positive, his smile present.

His courage to the end provided the best
testimony to the man, his spirit and the life
he spent among us.

He died as he lived—a feisty Irishman.

Goodbye, my friend. I will miss you.

RETIREMENT OF DR. JOHN B.
BEGLEY

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, | come to
the Senate floor today to pay tribute
to a man who simply could not have
worked any harder on behalf of the
Kentucky college he has represented
for the past 20 years.

A native of Harrodsburg, KY, Dr.
John Begley returned to Kentucky in
1977 as head of Lindsey Wilson College
in Columbia. It’s hard to believe that
the school John leaves today is the
same one he came to 20 years ago.

Back then, Lindsey was just another
struggling junior college. Today, it’s
the fastest growing liberal arts college
in Kentucky. Back then, enrollment
hovered around 222 students. Today,
1,372 students look to Lindsey for the
tools to shape their futures. Back then,
the school operated on a $600,000 a year
budget and took in no more than
$50,000 a year in donations. Today,
Lindsey has a $14 million budget, pulls
in $1.3 million annually in donations
and raised $18 million in a 5-year cap-
ital campaign.

But perhaps most remarkable is that
under John’s leadership, the college
has in no way sacrificed quality. In-
stead, they have strived for, and by all
accounts achieved excellence.

In addition to 15 baccalaureate ma-
jors, the college instituted a masters in
counseling and human development.
Within just 2 years, the accrediting
arm of the American Counseling Asso-
ciation ranked the masters program as
one of the top 12 counseling programs
in the Nation.
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In an area of the State struggling for
economic advancement, John made
sure the college met the unique needs
of Appalachian families. That meant
making sure the college was readily ac-
cessible to area residents looking for
the resources they needed to better
their lives. With eight satellite
branches, south central Kentuckians of
all ages and from all walks of life can
take advantage of the educational and
job training opportunities at Lindsey.

In addition to academic excellence
and steady financial growth, John al-
ways looked toward improving the
quality of student life. One way he did
that was through athletics. With 14
athletic teams and a men’s soccer team
that has won back to back NAIA na-
tional championships—the first Ken-
tucky college to do so in 45 years—the
college has struck an important bal-
ance between excellence in academics
and student life.

Clearly, John’s successes came with
the help of hundreds of hard working
colleagues, a community receptive to
the college’s needs, and a student body
that took pride in their college’s suc-
cesses. But there can be no doubt that
John’s leadership pulled those forces
together and created something really
wonderful—something all Kentuckians
can look on with pride.

Mr. President, | know | am not alone
in wanting to thank John for leaving
the college not only with a firm foun-
dation from which to keep building,
but a standard of excellence that will
serve generations of students and fac-
ulty for years to come.

THE MINNESOTA FLOODS OF 1997

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, | just
want to take a few minutes today to
discuss the devastating floods that are
paralyzing much of my home State of
Minnesota. Most of the Nation knows
we are experiencing some of the worst
flooding in our history this week, and
due to the severe snowfall of this past
winter, damage is expected to surpass
that of the disastrous 1993 floods.

Not only are Minnesotans fighting
against the rising floodwaters, but
they are doing it in the wake of a bliz-
zard that brought snow, ice, and bit-
terly cold temperatures to our State
this weekend, as well. It has truly been
an ordeal—my heart goes out to those
who are working desperately to save
their homes and land, and my thanks
go to the thousands of Minnesotans
who have stepped forward this week to
help their friends, families, and neigh-
bors. It is reassuring to know that our
communities share a collective heart,
and can be counted upon to come to-
gether during tough times.

Now that President Clinton has ap-
proved our request that Minnesota be
declared a disaster area, Federal
money for flood victims is available in
21 Minnesota counties. That will enable
cleanup efforts to get underway, and
help families and individuals whose
homes and property have been damaged
or destroyed.
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As of this past Monday, Minnesota
Gov. Arne Carlson had activated more
than 1,000 of the state’s 11,000 National
Guard troops to assist with sandbag-
ging, emergency evacuation, and other
flood-related duties. The Guard has
been tireless in their desire to help and
we thank them for that as well.

The disastrous floods have severely
disrupted the lives of many, many Min-
nesotans, whose primary concern now
is to ensure that their families and
communities are safe, with adequate
food and shelter. That being the case, |
have requested that Commissioner
Richardson of the Internal Revenue
Service extend the tax filing deadline
for those taxpayers living within the
disaster area. Considering the many
challenges Minnesotans will face in the
next few weeks, cleaning up and re-
building their lives and communities,
extending the April 15 deadline is cru-
cial. I hope Commissioner Richardson
will act immediately to grant the ex-
tension.

Mr. President, we are used to harsh
winters in Minnesota, but even we Min-
nesotans have never seen anything like
this. Earlier this winter, heavy snows
resulted in a Presidential disaster dec-
laration for snow removal in 55 Min-
nesota counties. That rapidly melting
snow has now caused extensive flooding
on virtually every river and tributary
in the State. This past weekend, the
situation was compounded when Min-
nesota was hit by a combination ice
storm and blizzard. Freezing rain and
snow downed countless utility lines in
northwestern Minnesota, leaving more
than 50,000 residents without power.
Some power has been restored, but it is
estimated that other areas may be
without power for another 7 days be-
fore repairs can be completed. The
weekend storm, along with the severe
snows of this past winter, will make
flooding this spring some of the worst
in our history.

For communities along the Min-
nesota and Mississippi Rivers east and
south of Montevideo and south of
Anoka, which includes the Twin Cities
metro area, the worst flooding is on
the way and record and near-record
crests are expected there. The same is
true along the north-flowing Red River
along the Minnesota-North Dakota
border. In Ada, in the State’s north-
western corner, three-quarters of the
town’s 1,700 residents have been evacu-
ated from their homes.

The flooding has been an exhausting
nightmare for those who are in it, and
agonizing for the rest of the Nation to
watch. Yet, we have been inspired once
again by the people of Minnesota, who
have rallied together for their commu-
nities as they always do when tragedy
strikes.

Young and old are working side by
side to save their communities, filling
and hauling sandbags, feeding those
who have lost their homes and finding
them shelter, and making sure the vol-
unteers are well cared for. | read the
comments of Marvin Patten of Granite
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Falls, who does not have flood insur-
ance and whose living room is flooded
under 18 inches of water. He said, ““At
first 1 sat and cried, but after a few
days you realize that we will manage.”

Shortly after the mayor of Granite
Falls pleaded for sandbagging volun-
teers, he told a reporter that ‘‘every-
body in town showed up. Just like that.
Amazing. | am stupefied.”” Now, as |
read comments like those and speak
with Minnesotans who live in the flood-
ed areas, | cannot help but think it is
during critical times such as these that
we finally understand the importance
of community, of neighbor helping
neighbor. Those are the qualities that
make us Minnesotans.

I want to take this opportunity to
thank God for the mercy he has grant-
ed and the blessings he has bestowed
upon our families and communities. It
is within His strength that we find our
own.

Mr. President, | heard the remarks of
my colleague from Minnesota earlier
this afternoon, and | appreciate his
words and his efforts on behalf of the
people of our State.

We stand together with our col-
leagues from North and South Dakota,
who are facing devastation in their
States equal to our own. When disaster
strikes, we are not Republicans or
Democrats. We are representatives of
the people, and we will do whatever we
must to protect our citizens when their
lives, homes, and property are threat-
ened.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
April 8, 1997, the Federal debt stood at
$5,384,125,088,631.94. (Five trillion, three
hundred eighty-four billion, one hun-
dred twenty-five million, eighty-eight
thousand, six hundred thirty-one dol-
lars and ninety-four cents)

One year ago, April 8, 1996, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,134,564,000,000.
(Five trillion, one hundred thirty-four
billion, five hundred sixty-four million)

Five years ago, April 8, 1992, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,893,440,000,000.
(Three trillion, eight hundred ninety-
three billion, four hundred forty mil-
lion)

Ten years ago, April 8, 1987, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $2,288,725,000,000.
(Two trillion, two hundred eighty-eight
billion, seven hundred twenty-five mil-
lion)

Fifteen years ago, April 8, 1982, the
Federal debt stood at $1,061,093,000,000
(One trillion, sixty-one billion, ninety-
three million) which reflects a debt in-
crease of more than $4 trillion
($4,323,032,088,631.94)  (Four  trillion,
three hundred twenty-three billion,
thirty-two million, eighty-eight thou-
sand, six hundred thirty-one dollars
and ninety-four cents) during the past
15 years.
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