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reached, but will reform them so that
they are themselves secure and finan-
cially sound for the future, and so that
what we do reflects the real world and
not an artificial set of statistics.

So I came to the floor this evening,
Mr. President, to thank the Senator
from New Mexico for his thoughtful-
ness and his tremendous amount of
work for the two resolutions that he
has submitted, and to simply try to
emphasize that with him I hope not
that either of these proposals passes
and becomes a guideline for the U.S.
Senate and for the Congress, but that
they help us reach a goal that is not a
Republican goal, not a Democratic
goal, but a goal for all Americans.

Mr. DOMENICI. Would the Senator
yield?

Mr. GORTON. The Senator would.
Mr. DOMENICI. First, let me note

the presence of Senator CONRAD on the
floor.

Might I just say, I do not think you
heard any of my remarks since I re-
turned from a couple of hours at the
White House yesterday. And I have not
had a chance to speak with the distin-
guished Senator. But we are busy, as of
today, working on trying to reach our
differences. There will be a lot of work
the next 2 weeks. We are very hopeful
1 week after we return, with that week
being spent by some of us getting down
to the final stages of negotiations, that
we will have something very construc-
tive.

It is hard to say where it will all end
up, but I can say the President ap-
proached it with a degree of not only
earnestness, but a sense that we ought
to go ahead and move and we ought to
resolve some differences and get going.
And I have expressed that here today,
indicating that as these two budgets
are only there in the event we cannot
get a budget out of the Budget Com-
mittee, then we have to get something
to work off of, and this is a rather nor-
mal way to do it: Put a budget resolu-
tion in. Then the leader can call it up
if we were to fail, and we have some-
thing to work on.

I simply think everybody knows
there are a lot of possibilities of work-
ing a budget together this year because
there are many Republicans and Demo-
crats who are looking seriously at
ways to put something together that
does do some difficult things, that is
not just a skirting over the difficulties,
and is saying, let us do some things
that have real long-term impact and as
you, I say to the Senator, have so elo-
quently said, something we can all be
proud of that really does the job.

That is my goal. I will try as best I
can in the next few weeks. And, again,
subject to the frailties of partisanship
and things that can happen that you
know nothing about, I said I thought
there was a probability we could reach
an agreement with the President, bi-
partisan, that many Senators would
like.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 18—RELATIVE TO BELARUS

Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and
Mr. D’AMATO) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. CON. RES. 18
Whereas the seedlings of an independent

and democratic Belarus, for which genera-
tions of Belarusan patriots have fought and
died, are in danger of being swept away as a
result of the policies of Belarusan President
Alaksandr Lukashenka and the efforts of
Russian nationalist leaders to recreate the
Soviet empire;

Whereas March 25th is the date that
Belarusans throughout the world salute the
sacrifices and bravery of the members of the
Council of the Belarusan Democratic Repub-
lic, who in 1918 liberated their country from
czarist rule;

Whereas the Russian Duma in March 1996
voted to declare void the 1991 agreement dis-
solving the Soviet Union;

Whereas the referendum adopted in No-
vember of 1996 expanded President
Lukashenka’s already considerable powers in
violation of the Constitution of Belarus and
basic democratic principles;

Whereas on January 16, 1996, the Chair-
man-in-Office of the Organization for the Se-
curity and Cooperation of Europe urged the
Government of Belarus ‘‘to enter into dia-
logue with the opposition and to ensure free-
dom of media and not restrict access to the
media for members of the opposition’’;

Whereas on March 14, 1997, the United
States Department of State issued a state-
ment that calls on President Lukashenka’s
Government to exercise restraint and to ob-
serve the international human rights agree-
ments to which it is a party; and

Whereas the Government of President
Lukashenka has monopolized the mass
media, undermined the constitutional foun-
dation for the separation of powers, sup-
pressed the freedom of the press, undermined
efforts to restore the Belarusan language,
and undercut the ground for all-Belarusan
unity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that the President should urge
President Lukashenka and the Government
of Belarus to—

(1) abide by the provisions of—
(A) the Helsinki Final Act; and
(B) other agreements of the Organization

for the Security and Cooperation of Europe;
(2) guarantee human rights and fundamen-

tal freedoms, including freedom of the press,
assembly, and expression; and

(3) guarantee separation of powers.
SEC. 2. SUPPORT OF INDEPENDENCE.

It is the policy of the United States to sup-
port the people of Belarus in—

(1) maintaining independent statehood;
(2) promoting the rule of law, human

rights, and fundamental freedoms; and
(3) assuring that Belarus has the oppor-

tunity to survive as an equal and full-fledged
member-state among the sovereign nations
of the world.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
today I am submitting a concurrent
resolution regarding Belarus. I am
pleased that Senator D’AMATO is an
original cosponsor of this concurrent
resolution. Representative PALLONE
has submitted a similar measure in the
House of Representatives.

I am deeply concerned about events
in Belarus and the effort by President

Lukashenka to expand his already con-
siderable powers at the expense of basic
democratic principles. I am deeply con-
cerned by his proposal to unify Russia
and Belarus. And, as the cochairman of
the Helsinki Commission, I am dis-
mayed by President Lukashenka’s fail-
ure to abide by the provisions of the
Helsinki Final Act and other OSCE
agreements which guarantee respect
for human rights and fundamental free-
doms.

The resolution recognizes March 25,
1997, as the anniversary of the procla-
mation of Belarusan independence. It
calls on President Lukashenka and the
Government to abide by the provisions
of the Helsinki Final Act and other
agreements of the Organization for the
Security and Cooperation of Europe; to
guarantee human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms, including freedom of the
press, assembly, and expression; and to
guarantee separation of powers. The
resolution states that it is the policy of
the United States to support the people
of Belarus in achieving independent
statehood, promoting the rule of law,
human rights, and fundamental free-
doms, and assuring that Belarus has
the opportunity to survive as an equal
and full-fledged member-state among
sovereign nations of the world.

As we approach the anniversary of
Belarus’ 1918 declaration of independ-
ence, we are reminded that Belarus is a
nation with a proud history and tradi-
tions. It is appropriate that we remem-
ber the brave struggle of Belarusan pa-
triots in 1918. At the same time, we
must recognize that the struggle for
national sovereignty and democratic
freedoms continues today and is great-
ly threatened by the actions of the
Lukashenka regime.

I urge my colleagues to approve this
resolution.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 66—COM-
MENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF
FLORIDA FOOTBALL TEAM

Mr. MACK (for himself and Mr. GRA-
HAM) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. Res. 66
Whereas the University of Florida can

trace its beginnings to 1853 but was formally
established by the State of Florida when
Florida Agricultural College merged with
East Florida Seminary, South Florida Mili-
tary College, and St. Petersburg Normal &
Industrial School in 1905;

Whereas the University of Florida adopted
the colors of orange and blue for its athletic
team in 1905 and the alligator as the school’s
mascot in 1908;

Whereas the origins of intercollegiate foot-
ball at the University of Florida can be
traced back to 1901, when Dr. T.H.
Taliaferro, president of the Florida State Ag-
ricultural College, enthusiastically endorsed
the new sport of football and by that deed
ensured that the University of Florida
Fightin’ Gator football team exists today;

Whereas the University of Florida is a
founding member of the Southeastern Con-
ference, considered by many to be the tough-
est conference in college football;
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Whereas the students, alumni, and friends

of the University of Florida are to be com-
mended for the dedication, enthusiasm, and
admiration they share for the Fightin’ Gator
football team;

Whereas in 1990, Stephen Orr Spurrier, the
most fabled football player in the history of
the University of Florida and winner of the
Heisman Trophy in 1966, was hired to be the
head football coach to lead the team to the
ever elusive ‘‘Year of the Gator’’;

Whereas in 1992, Coach Spurrier and his as-
sistant coaches recruited a group of talented
athletes who went on to form the nucleus of
the 1996 football team;

Whereas the 1996 Fightin’ Gator football
team compiled a record of 12 wins and 1 loss
and outscored their opponents by a margin
of 611 points to 221 points, and for this
achievement the Fightin’ Gator football
team was recognized by the Associated Press
and the Division I college football coaches as
college football’s 1996 Division I national
champions;

Whereas the 1996 Fightin’ Gators football
team and coaches are to be commended for
winning the school’s first Division I colle-
giate football national championship.

Whereas the 1996 Fightin’ Gator football
team broke several school, Southeastern
Conference, and Division I football records
during the 1996 football season;

Whereas the 1996 senior class of Fightin’
Gator football team should be commended
for their leadership and their ‘‘team first’’
approach that helped win the 1996 Division I
Collegiate football national championship, 4
consecutive Southeastern Conference foot-
ball championships, and the most victories
for a senior class in school history;

Whereas Danny Wuerffel, the team’s quar-
terback, field leader, and spiritual leader
should be commended for winning numerous
awards and accolades for his performance
during the 1996 football season including the
Heisman Trophy, which is presented yearly
to college football’s most outstanding play-
er, and the Draddy Scholarship Trophy,
which is presented annually to the Nation’s
premier football scholar athlete;

Whereas Lawrence Wright, the team’s
strong safety, should be commended for win-
ning the prestigious Jim Thorpe Award,
which is presented yearly to college foot-
ball’s most outstanding defensive back;

Whereas Reidel Anthony, one of the team’s
clutch wide receivers, should be commended
for being selected by both the Football Writ-
ers Association and the Associated Press to
their respective college football All-Amer-
ican teams;

Whereas Ike Hilliard, another of the team’s
deep threats at wide receiver, should be com-
mended for being selected by the Walter
Camp Football Foundation as a member of
its college football All-American team;

Whereas all the loyal sons and daughters of
the University of Florida join together in
honoring Coach Spurrier and the 1996 Florida
Fightin’ Gators for winning the 1996 NCAA
Division I football championship; and

Whereas the 1996 season will be known for-
ever in the hearts and minds of the Univer-
sity of Florida faithful as the ‘‘Year of the
Gator’’: Now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) commends the University of Florida for

winning the 1996 Division I collegiate foot-
ball national championship;

(2) recognizes the achievements of all the
players, coaches, and support staff who were
instrumental in helping the University of
Florida win the 1996 Division I collegiate
football national championship and invites
them to the Capitol to be honored in an ap-
propriate manner to be determined;

(3) requests that the President recognize
the accomplishments and achievements of

the 1996 University of Florida Fightin’ Gator
football team and invite the team to Wash-
ington, D.C. for the traditional White House
ceremony held for national championship
teams; and

(4) directs the Secretary of the Senate to
make available enrolled copies of this resolu-
tion to the University of Florida for appro-
priate display and to transmit an enrolled
copy to each member of the 1996 University
of Florida Division I collegiate national
championship football team.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 67—TO
AUTHORIZE A PRINTING

Mr. CRAIG (for himself and Mr. REID)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 67
Resolved,

SECTION 1. PRINTING OF THE HISTORY MANU-
SCRIPT OF THE REPUBLICAN POL-
ICY COMMITTEE IN COMMEMORA-
TION OF ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be printed as
a Senate document the book entitled, ‘‘A
History of the Senate Republican Policy
Committee, 1947–1997,’’ prepared by the Sen-
ate Historical Office under the supervision of
the Secretary of the Senate, with the con-
currence of the United States Senate Repub-
lican Policy Committee.

(b) SPECIFICATIONS.—The Senate document
described in subsection (a) shall include il-
lustrations and shall be in the style, form,
manner, and binding as directed by the Joint
Committee on Printing after consultation
with the Secretary of the Senate.

(c) NUMBER OF COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number of copies, there shall be print-
ed with suitable binding the lesser of—

(1) 1,000 copies for use of the Senate, to be
allocated as determined by the Secretary of
the Senate; or

(2) a number of copies that does not have a
total production and printing cost of more
than $1,200.
SEC. 2. PRINTING OF THE HISTORY MANUSCRIPT

OF THE DEMOCRATIC POLICY COM-
MITTEE IN COMMEMORATION OF ITS
50TH ANNIVERSARY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be printed as
a Senate document the book entitled, ‘‘A
History of the Senate Democratic Policy
Committee, 1947–1997,’’ prepared by the Sen-
ate Historical Office under the supervision of
the Secretary of the Senate, with the con-
currence of the United States Senate Demo-
cratic Policy Committee.

(b) SPECIFICATIONS.—The Senate document
described in subsection (a) shall include il-
lustrations and shall be in the style, form,
manner, and binding as directed by the Joint
Committee on Printing after consultation
with the Secretary of the Senate.

(c) NUMBER OF COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number of copies, there shall be print-
ed with suitable binding the lesser of—

(1) 1,000 copies for use of the Senate, to be
allocated as determined by the Secretary of
the Senate; or

(2) a number of copies that does not have a
total production and printing cost of more
than $1,200.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 68—DES-
IGNATING ‘‘NATIONAL FORMER
PRISONER OF WAR RECOGNITION
DAY’’

Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr.
AKAKA, and Mr. SMITH of New Hamp-
shire) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 68

Whereas the United States has fought in
many wars;

Whereas thousands of members of the
Armed Forces of the United States who
served in such wars were captured by the
enemy and held as prisoners of war;

Whereas many prisoners of war were sub-
jected to brutal and inhumane treatment by
their captors in violation of international
codes and customs for the treatment of pris-
oners of war and died, or were disabled, as a
result of the treatment; and

Whereas the great sacrifices of the pris-
oners of war and their families deserve na-
tional recognition: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates April 9, 1997, and April 9,

1998, as ‘‘National Former Prisoner of War
Recognition Day’’ in honor of the members
of the Armed Forces of the United States
who have been held as prisoners of war; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to commemorate this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I am
pleased to submit a resolution which
would recognize the service and dedica-
tion of America’s former prisoners of
war [POW’s]. The resolution would des-
ignate April 9, 1997, and April 9, 1998, as
National Former Prisoner of War Rec-
ognition Day. April 9 is the anniver-
sary of the fall of Bataan in 1942. On
that day more Americans became
POW’s than any other day in our his-
tory.

Every American who wears the uni-
form of our country makes a unique
commitment of service and duty to our
country and to our fellow citizens. Per-
haps no American veterans have been
called upon to honor their commitment
to our country under circumstances
more difficult than those endured by
our former POW’s. For many, their ex-
perience was one of malnutrition, tor-
ture, and nonexistent medical care,
combined with the burden of watching
comrades die under terrible conditions.

Even under the best possible condi-
tions, the POW experience places
American service members in the posi-
tion of being dependent upon our Na-
tion’s enemies for every scrap of food,
every bandage, every human need. In
such circumstances, the reward for
treason, or even cooperation, is high.
The penalty for resistance and loyalty
is immediate, frequently painful and
sometimes fatal. This resolution recog-
nizes the sacrifice and loyalty of the
POW’s who maintained their commit-
ment of service to our country. In so
doing, it helps fulfill the duty we have
to former POW’s, derived from their
faithful discharge of duty to our na-
tion.

Mr. President, this resolution com-
memorates the service of former POW’s
who sustained their commitment to
our country under circumstances that
few of us can imagine, and none would
willingly endure. I ask this body to
honor the memory of those who have
already died and express our gratitude
to those still alive.
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