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competitive WAC teams kept out of the
top college bowl games because of the
anticompetitive College Bowl Alliance.
These clandestine agreements keep our
players on the bench and in the grand-
stand when they should be out there on
the field.

I think it is interesting we are dis-
cussing the anticompetitive effects of
the college football alliance in the
midst of the NCAA college basketball
tournament. The NCAA basketball
playoff system, while not perfect, aims
to include the finest 64 college basket-
ball teams in the Nation. In this tour-
nament, any of those 64 teams has the
possibility of winning the national
championship. This arrangement is de-
signed to maximize competition for the
benefit of all the players, the fans, and
the schools involved. In contrast, the
College Bowl Alliance has decreased
the competitiveness of college football
to the detriment of the fans and
schools involved.

The alliance is a coalition of top
football college conferences and rep-
resentatives of the top post-season col-
lege football bowls. Over the past few
years, the alliance has entered into a
number of restrictive agreements de-
signed to divide the market of the most
highly lucrative New Year’s football
bowls. These agreements effectively
preclude the nonalliance teams from
having access to the most prestigious
and lucrative bowl games, even when
one of the nonalliance teams has a bet-
ter record and a higher national rank-
ing than any of the alliance teams.
These restrictive agreements are bad
for football, and they violate Federal
antitrust law.

Just this last January, as you have
heard, 2 of the top 25 ranked football
teams in the country fell victim to this
anticompetitive alliance. Brigham
Young University, a member of the
nonalliance Western Athletic Con-
ference, finished the year with a re-
markable record of 13 and 1 and was
ranked 5th in the Nation. Another
member of the WAC, the University of
Wyoming, finished its regular season
with a formidable 10 and 2 record and a
national ranking of 22, but it was not
given an offer to play in any of the alli-
ance bowls. In fact, as has been men-
tioned, despite its excellent year, the
University of Wyoming was not given
the opportunity to play in any post-
season bowl game. This came as a great
disappointment to the Cowboy fans na-
tionwide.

The alliance is bad for football since,
as a practical matter, it prohibits
teams from outside the alliance play-
ing the top bowl games. The football
games are now taking a back seat to
the money games being played behind
doors closed to both players and the
fans. This has resulted in alliance
teams having an institutional advan-
tage in both bowl receipts and future
recruiting.

In 1996, the eight alliance bowl par-
ticipants, including the teams playing
in the Rose Bowl, split a total of $68

million. That was eight teams. In con-
trast, the 28 nonalliance participants
divided a total of $31 million. This dis-
parity in financial return is not good
business. It results in a built-in advan-
tage for alliance teams in the areas of
future recruiting and program develop-
ment.

The alliance agreement provides un-
lawful economic protection for its
members to the detriment of college
football generally. The alliance’s mar-
ket allocation agreements have, in
turn, hurt consumers. One poll has
shown that college football fans would
have preferred to have seen several
nonalliance teams, including Brigham
Young University and the University of
Colorado, in top bowl games. These
agreements amounted to changing the
rules with 2 minutes left in the fourth
quarter. These are precisely the type of
market allocation agreements the
Sherman Antitrust Act was passed to
prohibit.

I strongly urge the Justice Depart-
ment and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to use their statutory powers to
end the alliance’s anticompetitive
stranglehold on college football if they
cannot do it on their own.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
Mr. GRAMS addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota.
Mr. McCONNELL. Will the Senator

from Minnesota just allow me a couple
minutes?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
thank my good friend from Wyoming
for his important contribution to this
issue and express to our colleagues
that we intend to stay interested in
this. There is some indication in to-
day’s paper that some accommodation
to the WAC and to the Conference USA
may be forthcoming. But I want to re-
assure all of those who have been left
out that the antitrust case is clear and
that the four of us plan to continue our
interest in this, if the problem is not
solved by the organizations them-
selves. I thank my friend from Wyo-
ming for his important contribution.

Mr. BENNETT addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah.
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I

would like to add one more statement
for the edification and information of
Senators. The Senator from Wyoming
referred to his team’s record of 10 and
2. One of those two was a loss to
Brigham Young University literally in
the last seconds with a field goal that
no one expected anybody could make
that caused the game to go into over-
time, and then Brigham Young won in
overtime.

If that had gone the other way, it
would have been Wyoming that would
have earned the position that BYU was
denied. They would have beaten the
fifth ranked team, would have had a 10
and 1 record and would have been a
clear choice for an alliance bowl. It was

BYU’s victory over Wyoming that
pulled BYU to that level. That is why
I am happy to join with him in saying
we both got robbed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota has the floor.

Mr. GRAMS. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

Not to take away from the debate of
my fellow Senators and friends here, I
still have to just root on our Minnesota
Gophers tonight as they take on
Clemson in the ‘‘Sweet Sixteen’’ and
hope and wish them the best.
f

THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF HAROLD
STASSEN

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the accomplish-
ments and contributions of a great
Minnesotan, Harold Edward Stassen, as
he approaches his 90th birthday.

Harold Stassen began to make his
mark on our Nation’s history when he
was elected Governor of Minnesota in
1938 at the young age of 31. He was
known as the Boy Governor, he was
twice reelected and remained the
youngest chief executive of any State
until 1943.

In 1943, Mr. Stassen resigned from of-
fice as Governor to accept a commis-
sion in the U.S. Navy. There, he served
honorably on the staff of Adm. William
Halsey until 1945 and attained the rank
of Captain. During World War II, Mr.
Stassen earned the Legion of Merit
award, was awarded six major battle
stars, and was otherwise decorated
three times.

One little known fact about Harold
Stassen is that he was personally re-
sponsible for freeing thousands of
American prisoners of war in Japan
shortly before that country surren-
dered in World War II.

According to a 1995 newspaper ac-
count, Mr. Stassen spent 2 weeks plan-
ning the evacuation of some 35,000 pris-
oners from POW camps scattered
throughout Japan. At the time, there
was considerable anxiety that Japanese
soldiers would choose to retaliate
against the prisoners for their coun-
try’s loss in the war.

On August 29, 1945, before the official
surrender date, Mr. Stassen actually
set foot in Japan and began what would
be the largely successful implementa-
tion of his evacuation plan.

After World War II, Harold Stassen
was appointed by President Franklin
Roosevelt as a delegate to the 1945 San
Francisco conference on the founding
of the United Nations. He is now the
only living American who participated
in the drafting, negotiating, and sign-
ing of the United Nations Charter.

Mr. Stassen went on to become an in-
fluential advisor throughout the ad-
ministration of President Eisenhower.
This included serving as a member of
the National Security Council, as the
Director of the Foreign Operations Ad-
ministration, and as the Deputy Rep-
resentative of the United States to the
United Nations Disarmament Commis-
sion.
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Mr. Stassen also has made many con-

tributions outside of public life, includ-
ing his service as the president of the
University of Pennsylvania from 1948
to 1953.

However, he will be best remembered
for his life-long interest in the United
Nations. Since his involvement in the
founding of the United Nations, Harold
Stassen has maintained a dedicated
and passionate commitment to
bettering this international organiza-
tion.

In fact, he has published numerous
proposals for reforming the United Na-
tions Charter and has made it his per-
sonal mission to educate the American
public about the U.N.

Just 2 years ago, we celebrated the
50th anniversary of the United Nations.
On April 13th of this year, Harold Stas-
sen will celebrate his 90th birthday. A
wide array of national and State offi-
cials will come together on this day in
St. Paul, MN, to recognize Mr. Stassen.

As we continue our bipartisan efforts
to renew and strengthen the relation-
ship between the United States and the
United Nations, I think it is fitting to
honor one American with a distin-
guished record of public service who
has long supported that effort.

As the chairman of the International
Operations Subcommittee, the U.S.
Congressional Delegate to the United
Nations General Assembly, and also a
fellow Minnesotan, I want to wish Har-
old Stassen a very happy 90th birthday
and congratulate him for his accom-
plishments and many positive con-
tributions to the history of the State
of Minnesota, the United States, and
the United Nations.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
I yield the floor.
Mr. GORTON addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington.
f

AGRICULTURE IN WASHINGTON
STATE

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, agri-
culture is a cornerstone of Washington
State’s economy. Washington State
farmers produce over $5.8 billion worth
of agriculture products, employ more
that 100,000 people, and export nearly a
quarter of all their goods to inter-
national markets. Without a doubt,
Agriculture is Washington’s No. 1 in-
dustry.

As I travel around the State I have
listened closely to the comments, sug-
gestions, and concerns of our State’s
agriculture community. Farmers and
ranchers in Washington have without
exception told me they want a smaller
and less intrusive Government; a Gov-
ernment that lets farmers, ranchers,
and local communities make decisions
for themselves; and most importantly,
a Government that will step up to the
plate and fight for issues that affect
their lives. As Washington’s senior
Senator, I plan to work for just that.

The web of Federal practices, laws
and regulations governing agriculture

in the United States should offer our
farmers consistency, flexibility and
market access for their goods. Farmers
view the Federal Government, like the
weather and seasons, as an outside
force to be dealt with. I want to ensure
that the Federal Government is a part-
ner with agriculture, instead of an
east-coast overseer.

This year, the wheat, barley, canola,
pea and lentil, potato, hops, sweet
cherry, and apple associations, as well
as countless other growers’ organiza-
tions, have visited me in Washington,
DC. From our discussions, I have com-
piled a list of broad agriculture prior-
ities on which I will focus in the 105th
Congress.

I have always had, and will retain,
open channels of communication with
my State’s agriculture communities.
Firsthand knowledge of the situations
and problems that farmers and growers
face is, for me, an invaluable tool as I
work on issues that impact their way
of life. So, I intend to meet with farm-
ers, ranchers, irrigators, processors,
shippers, and other agricultural inter-
ests during the April recess to discuss
these matters.

For 3 days I will tour eastern Wash-
ington to discuss private property
rights, tax reform, salmon recovery is-
sues, agriculture research, transpor-
tation issues, the Endangered Species
Act, trade policies, regulatory relief,
the future of the Hanford reach and the
reform of immigration policies impor-
tant to the agricultural communities
throughout Washington State.

During my visits to Yakima, Spo-
kane, and the tri-cities, I will discuss
my top 10 priorities for agriculture, re-
fine them, and solicit feedback from
the various agriculture interests that
are affected by a wide range of intru-
sive Federal policies. My visit to east-
ern Washington will give me the oppor-
tunity to continue discussions already
begun with Washington State’s farm-
ers, explain my intentions, and reaf-
firm my commitment to the agri-
culture community.

To reiterate, the agriculture commu-
nity’s interests are Washington State’s
interests—Washington’s economic
health and job base are greatly affected
by the success or failure in this sector
of our economy. I will therefore pursue
my 10 priorities, which I believe will
help build a stronger future for Wash-
ington State.

Two years ago agriculture commu-
nities in eastern Washington gave me
the opportunity to work for them, rep-
resent their interests, and fight against
policies that threaten their livelihood.
As their Senator, I will be working ag-
gressively to promote their interests in
the 105th Congress.

Mr. President, I take this occasion to
thank my friend and colleague from
Hawaii who has been here longer than
I have and has waited patiently for rec-
ognition, allowing my short remarks to
precede his longer ones. He is a kind
and thoughtful gentlemen.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I thank
my colleague for his appreciation and
wish him well during this break.

(The remarks of Mr. AKAKA pertain-
ing to the introduction of S. 490 are lo-
cated in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.’’)
f

ASIAN-AMERICANS AND THE PO-
LITICAL FUNDRAISING INVES-
TIGATION

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, as we
prepare for hearings on campaign fund-
raising irregularities, I would like to
express concern about the negative im-
pact that this issue is having on the
image of the Asian-American commu-
nity.

Mr. President, Asian-Americans are
an important part of our body politic.
They have made significant contribu-
tions to politics, business, industry,
science, sports, education, and the arts.
Men and women like Senator DAN
INOUYE, Kristy Yamaguchi, Tommy
Kono, I.M. Pei, David Henry Hwang, An
Wang, and Ellison Onizuka have en-
hanced and invigorated the life of the
Nation.

Indeed, Asian-Americans have played
a fundamental part in making this
country what it is today. Asian immi-
grants helped build the great trans-
continental railroads of the 19th cen-
tury. They labored on the sugar planta-
tions of Hawaii, on the vegetable and
fruit farms of California, and in the
gold mines of the West. They were at
the forefront of the agricultural labor
movement, especially in the sugarcane
and grape fields, and were instrumental
in developing the fishing and salmon
canning industries of the Pacific
Northwest. They were importers, mer-
chants, grocers, clerks, tailors, and
gardeners. They manned the assembly
lines during America’s Industrial Revo-
lution. They operated laundries, res-
taurants, and vegetable markets. They
also served our Nation in war: the
famed all-nisei 100th/442d combat team
of World War II remains the most deco-
rated unit in U.S. military history.

Despite their historical contribu-
tions, Asian immigrants and Asian-
Americans have suffered social preju-
dice and economic, political, and insti-
tutional discrimination. They were ex-
cluded from churches, barber shops,
and restaurants. They were forced to
sit in the balconies of movie theaters
and the back seats of buses. They were
required to attend segregated schools.
They were even denied burial in white
cemeteries—in one instance, a deco-
rated Asian-American soldier killed in
action was refused burial in his home-
town cemetery. Rather than receive
equal treatment, Asians on the whole
were paid lower wages than their white
counterparts, relegated to menial jobs,
or forced to turn to businesses and in-
dustries in which competition with
whites was minimized.

For more than 160 years, Asians were
also refused citizenship by a law that
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