S1382

law, the report on the rule relative to inter-
national accounting rates, received on Feb-
ruary 11, 1997; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1099. A communication from the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule relative to
whale protection, (0648-AJ03) received on
February 12, 1997; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1100. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Congressional Affairs,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a rule regarding
the USEC Privatization Act (received on
February 12, 1997); to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

EC-1101. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Congressional Affairs,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a rule regarding
Fissile Material Shipments (received on Feb-
ruary 6, 1997); to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-1102. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Regulatory Management
and Information, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule relative to pesticide toler-
ance for emergency exemptions, (FRIL-5585—
1), received on February 12, 1997; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-1103. A communication from the Dep-
uty Executive Director and Chief Operating
Officer, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule relative to single-employer
plans, received on February 11, 1997; to the
Committee on Labor and Human Resources.

————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-32. A resolution adopted by the
Sevierville, Tennessee Board of Mayor and
Alderman relative to the Pigeon River; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN (for herself
and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 320. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide comprehensive
pension protection for women; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. GREGG:

S. 321. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Social Security
Act to provide for personal investment plans
funded by employee social security payroll
deductions, to extend the solvency of the
old-age, survivors, and disability insurance
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. GRAMS (for himself, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. CONRAD, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. KERREY, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
KyL, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN,
Mr. HAGEL, and Mr. WELLSTONE):

S. 322. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Market Transition Act to repeal the North-
east Interstate Dairy Compact provisions; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.
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By Mr. SHELBY (for himself, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
FAIRCLOTH, Mr. GREGG, Mr. HELMS,
Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
LUGAR, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. THUR-
MOND, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. HAGEL):

S. 323. A bill to amend title 4, United
States Code, to declare English as the offi-
cial language of the Government of the
United States; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr.
CAMPBELL):

S. 324. A bill to amend title 32, United
States Code, to provide that performance of
honor guard functions at funerals for vet-
erans by members of the National Guard
may be recognized as a Federal function for
National Guard purposes; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

By Mr. BUMPERS (for himself, Mr.
FEINGOLD, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. KOHL):

325. A bill to repeal the percentage deple-
tion allowance for certain hardrock mines;
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BUMPERS:

326. A bill to provide for the reclamation of
abandoned and hardrock mines, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. BUMPERS (for himself, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. FEINGOLD,
and Mr. KOHL):

327. A Dbill to ensure that federal taxpayers
receive a fair return for the extraction of
locatable minerals on public domain lands,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. HUTCHINSON (for himself, Mr.
NICKLES, Mr. WARNER, Mr. MACK, Mr.
KyL, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. HATCH, Mr. GOR-

TON, Mr. ENzI, Mr. GREGG, Mr.
ALLARD, Mr. LOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
FAIRCLOTH):

S. 328. A bill to amend the National Labor
Relations Act to protect employer rights,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources.

By Mr. ABRAHAM:

S. 329. A bill to provide that pay for Mem-
bers of Congress shall be reduced whenever
total expenditures of the Federal Govern-
ment exceed total receipts in any fiscal year,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. BREAUX (for himself and Mr.
SHELBY):

S. 330. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a deduction for
contributions to individual investment ac-
counts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
KEMPTHORNE, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. DOMENICI,
Mr. THOMAS, and Mr. DASCHLE):

S. 331. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to provide a minimum alloca-
tion of highway funds for States that have
low population densities and comprise large
geographic areas; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. CON-
RAD, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. DORGAN, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mr. LEVIN):

S. 332. A bill to prohibit the importation of
goods produced abroad with child labor, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 333. A bill to increase the period of
availability of certain emergency relief
funds allocated under section 125 of title 23,
United States Code, to carry out a project to
repair or reconstruct a portion of a Federal-
aid primary route in San Mateo, California.
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By Mr. MOYNIHAN:

S. 334. A bill to amend section 541 of the
National Housing Act with respect to the
partial payment of claims on health care fa-
cilities; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. FAIRCLOTH,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. FORD, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. NICKLES,
Mr. BREAUX, Mr. HELMS, Mr. COATS,
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
BOND, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. GRAMM, Mr.
ROBB, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. CLELAND,
and Mr. GRAMS):

S. 335. A bill to authorize funds for con-
struction of highways, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. SARBANES:

S. 336. A bill to convert certain excepted
service positions in the United States Fire
Administration to competitive service posi-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. HUTCHINSON (for himself, Mr.
HAGEL, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. NICKLES,
and Mr. HELMS):

S. 337. A bill to amend the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 to restrict assistance to for-
eign organizations that perform or actively
promote abortions; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Mr. COVERDELL (for himself and Mr.
CLELAND):

S. 338. A bill to designate the J. Phil Camp-
bell, Senior Natural Resource Conservation
Center; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. ABRA-
HAM, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. HELMS, and Mr.
ROBB):

S. 339. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to revise the requirements for
procurement of products of Federal Prison
Industries to meet needs of Federal agencies,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. CON-
RAD Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. DORGAN, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mr. LEVIN):

S. 340. A bill to prohibit the importation of
goods produced abroad with child labor, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. ROTH (for himself and Mr.
MOYNIHAN):

S. 341. A bill to establish a bipartisan com-
mission to study and provide recommenda-
tions on restoring the financial integrity of
the medicare program under title XVIII of
the Social Security Act; to the Committee
on Finance.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. KOHL,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. COLLINS,
and Mr. GRAMS):

S. Res. 55. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the need to ad-
dress immediately the decline in milk prices;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr.
SANTORUM, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
THURMOND, Mr. ROTH, Mr. D’AMATO,
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Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. JEFFORDS,
Mr. FAIRCLOTH, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr.
COVERDELL, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. GLENN, Mr.
KoHL, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. BIDEN, Mr.
ROBB, Mr. REID, Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN,
Mr. KERRY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. REED,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BYRD, Mr. SARBANES, Mr.
DobpD, and Mr. TORRICELLI):

S. Res. 56. A resolution designating March
25, 1997, as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy’’; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
BoND, Mr. BURNS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. DASCHLE,
Mr. GORTON, Mr. KERREY, Ms.
MOSELEY-BRAUN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
SMITH, and Mr. REID):

S. Res. 57. A resolution to support the com-
memoration of the bicentennial of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. ROTH (for himself, Mr. THOMAS,
Mr. MACK, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER):

S. Res. 58. A resolution to state the sense
of the Senate that the Treaty of Mutual Co-
operation and Security Between the United
States of America and Japan is essential for
furthering the security interests of the
United States, Japan, and the countries of
the Asia-Pacific region, and that the people
of Okinawa deserve recognition for their con-
tributions toward ensuring the Treaty’s im-
plementation; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

———

STATEMENT ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN (for
herself and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 320. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide com-
prehensive pension protection for
women; to the Committee on Finance.

THE COMPREHENSIVE WOMEN’S PENSION
PROTECTION ACT OF 1997

Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. Presi-
dent, I introduce the Comprehensive
Women’s Pension Protection Act of
1997. At the end of the 104th Congress,
Congresswoman KENNELLY and I intro-
duced the Comprehensive Women’s
Pension Protection Act of 1996. When
we introduced that legislation at the
end of the last Congress we made a
commitment to reintroduce this legis-
lation at the beginning of the 105th
Congress and to make women’s retire-
ment security a priority in the 105th
Congress. Today we are keeping that
promise.

The Comprehensive Women’s Pension
Protection Act of 1997 combines some
of the best ideas on women’s pension
legislation that have come before the
House or the Senate and new proposals
to increase the security, equity, and
accessibility of our pension system.

Many of America’s women are facing
a retirement without economic secu-
rity. The majority of the elderly in this
country are, and will continue to be,
women, and our retirement system is
failing them.
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Younger women are not earning suf-
ficient pension benefits to provide for
their secure retirement. Due to the de-
mands of child rearing and elder care,
which often take women out of the
workforce for a time, and to lower life-
time earnings due to continuing wage
inequities, the average 35-year-old
woman with a $50,000 salary must have
accumulated retirement savings of
$35,000 in order to have a comfortable
retirement. A man need only have
saved $3,000 by the time he is 35.

Many older women worked in the
home or took time off to raise families,
and when pension benefits of their own.
For many older women too, widowhood
or divorce can rob them of their part of
their husband’s pension benefits. To
ensure that the golden years are not
the disposable years women need to
take charge of their own retirement,
but Congress must ensure that the Na-
tion’s retirement system enables them
to do so.

On May 14, of last year I introduced,
and many of my colleagues cospon-
sored, the Women’s Pension Equity Act
of 1996, to begin to address one of the
leading causes of poverty for the elder-
ly—little or no pension benefits. Less
than a third of all female retirees have
pensions, and the majority of those
that do earn less than $5,000 a year.
The lack of pension benefits for many
women means the difference between a
comfortable retirment and a difficult
one. Three of the six provisions of that
bill are now law.

This legislation is a continuation of
my effort to enact real pension reforms
that will allow women to achieve a se-
cure retirement. Since introducing the
first of my women’s pension equity
bills, I have heard from hundreds of
women from States across the country
about the need for pension policy that
allows women to retire with dignity.

Addressing pension issues is an inte-
gral part of the solution to women’s
economic insecurity. In addition, pen-
sion issues are critical to our Nation as
a whole. In light of the demographic
trends facing America, retirement se-
curity is increasingly important to the
quality of life of all of our citizens. So-
cial Security is the focus of much dis-
cussion and debate in Congress and
throughout the Nation, and it should
be. However, addressing the problems
facing Social Security alone will not
provide women, or any American, with
the tools to create a secure retirement.
The intent, from its inception, was
that Social Security would provide a
floor—a minimum amount of resources
for retirement. The average retiree will
only have about 40 percent of his or her
wages replaced by Social Security.

Clearly, women must take charge of
their own retirement and not just rely
on Social Security. I have advocated
that every woman create her own ‘‘pen-
sion eight’’ checklist to prepare for
economic security. The 8 items that
should be on any woman’s checklist in-
clude: (1) finding out if she is earning
or has ever earned a pension; (2) learn-

S1383

ing if her employer has a pension plan,
and how to be eligible for the plan; (3)
contributing to a pension plan if she
has the chance; (4) not spending pen-
sion earnings if given a one-time pay-
ment when leaving a job: () if married,
finding out if her husband has a pen-
sion; (6) not signing away a future
right to her husband’s pension if he
dies; (7) during a divorce, considering
the pension as a valuable, jointly
earned asset to be divided; and (8) find-
ing out about pension rights and fight-
ing for them.

Even when women take charge of
their own retirement, however, they
can face a brick wall of pension law
that prevents them from investing
enough for their future. Pension laws
were not written to reflect the patterns
of women’s work or women’s lives.
Women are more likely to move in and
out of the workforce, work at home,
earn less for the work they do, and
work in low paying industries. These
factors limit our ability to access or
accrue pension benefits. Women are
also more likely to be widowed or di-
vorced, live alone, and live longer in
their retirement years, leaving them
without adequate coverage.

This bill, which is also being intro-
duced in the House of Representatives
today by Congresswoman KENNELLY, a
long-time champion of women’s pen-
sion rights, addresses the range of con-
cerns that women face as they consider
retirement.

This legislation preserves women’s
pensions by ending the practice of inte-
gration by the year 2004, the practice
whereby pension benefits are reduced
by a portion of Social Security bene-
fits. It provides for the automatic divi-
sion of pensions upon divorce if the di-
vorce decree is silent on pension bene-
fits. It allows a widow or divorced
widow to collect her husband’s civil
service pension if he leaves his job and
dies before collecting benefits. And it
continue the payment of court ordered
Tier II railroad retirement benefits to
a divorced widow.

This legislation protects women’s
pensions by prohibiting 401(k) plans,
the fastest growing type of plans in the
country, from investing employee con-
tributions in the company’s own stock.
It requires annual benefits statements
for plan participants. And it applies
spousal consent rules governing pen-
sion fund withdrawals to 401(k) plans.

This legislation helps prepare women
for retirement by creating a women’s
pension hotline, providing a real oppor-
tunity for women to get answers to
their questions.

By preserving and protecting wom-
en’s pensions, we in Congress can pro-
vide women with the tools they need to
prepare for their own retirement. By
reintroducing this legislation today we
are giving notice that pension policy
will be at the top of the agenda for the
105th Congress.

Pension policy decisions will deter-
mine, in no small part, the kind of life
Americans will live in their older
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