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project a reality. PacificCorp., the Eu-
gene Water and Electric Board, and the 
Bonneville Power Administration dem-
onstrated great leadership to create 
the first new commercial-scale wind 
project to serve the Northwest. Their 
commitment marks the dawn of a new 
industry for the Northwest, and a sub-
stantial contribution to a sustainable 
future for us and our children. 

Three individuals deserve special rec-
ognition in this effort: Dennis Stein-
berg of PacifiCorp., Ken Beeson of the 
Eugene Water and Electric Board, and 
George Darr of the Bonneville Power 
Administration. I thank them for their 
dedication and hard work in bringing 
this project to fruition.∑ 

f 

HISPANIC AWARDS CEREMONY 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize an important event 
in the State of Michigan. Today, the 
Flint Hispanic Community is holding 
its Annual Hispanic Awards Ceremony. 

The Hispanic Community of Genesse 
County, MI, gathers every year to rec-
ognize outstanding individuals in its 
community. This year’s recipients have 
had a profound impact in the life of the 
Hispanic citizenry of Flint. Mr. Chris-
topher Flores, Ms. Marcie Forsleff, Mr. 
Pedro Suarez, Ms. Sue Quintanilla, Mr. 
Refugio Rodriguez, and Ms. Marcie 
Garcia are each truly deserving of the 
awards they have received and should 
be proud of this accomplishment. 

I commend each individual who has 
worked to achieve cultural under-
standing and racial tolerance in the 
greater Flint area. The Hispanic Com-
munity should be proud of its leader-
ship and continued efforts in pro-
moting cultural awareness. 

Again, I send my warmest congratu-
lations to the award recipients and 
their families. I am pleased to recog-
nize the Flint Hispanic Community in 
the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

NOMINATION OF BILL LANN LEE 
TO BE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

∑ Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of the nomination of 
Bill Lann Lee to be Assistant Attorney 
General for Civil Rights at the Depart-
ment of Justice. I’m here today be-
cause I believe that Bill Lann Lee 
should be favorably reported out of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. He 
should have his day. He should have a 
vote on the floor of the Senate. 

I’ve heard of Bill Lann Lee for a 
number of years. I’ve heard about this 
exceptional person, who brings a great 
deal of legal competency, energy, and 
vitality to advocating for those who 
have been left out of the mainstream. 
Contrary to what my Republican col-
leagues have asserted, Mr. Lee has used 
the law for the benefit of all Ameri-
cans. It is so obvious from his record 
that he loves the law and uses it as a 
tool to help those in our society who 
need help. 

I was troubled when I heard his nomi-
nation was being stalled in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. Once again a ca-
pable person in the field of civil rights 
law, a person of color, was being stalled 
in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

I feel so strongly about this nomina-
tion and about what Mr. Lee’s advo-
cacy has meant for not only people of 
color but for women, for the disabled, 
and those who are either overlooked or 
undermined by the law. I felt so strong-
ly that I organized the Democratic 
women of the Senate to write a letter 
to Chairman ORRIN HATCH asking to 
free Mr. Lee from the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

But because it is the Senate Judici-
ary Committee my letter used lan-
guage far more judicious than that 
which is being used against Mr. Lee. 
My letter, which is signed by all the 
Democratic women Senators, urges fa-
vorable consideration of Mr. Lee’s 
nomination. We bring to Chairman 
HATCH’S attention that Mr. Lee has 
dedicated his entire career to enforcing 
civil rights laws. 

He has 23 years of professional expe-
rience ranging from cases dealing with 
employment discrimination, providing 
access to health care, helping children 
who have been victims of lead poi-
soning, to making public transpor-
tation accessible for the disabled, and 
then guess what, fighting for some-
thing called equal access to education. 

Isn’t this exactly who we want to be 
heading up the Civil Rights Division at 
the Department of Justice—someone 
who has practiced mainstream civil 
rights law, who believes in opportunity 
for everyone, and who has pursued this 
under the law? 

We have sent this letter; I don’t 
know what the response will be, but I 
will tell you once again it’s the fall, so 
it must be the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. Once again, someone comes be-
fore the Senate Judiciary Committee 
with incredible legal competence, who 
is willing to serve the Nation and to 
come forth before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee only to once again face a 
humiliating experience. 

We don’t want Bill Lann Lee to be 
the Anita Hill of 1997. I think it’s out-
rageous that once again we have some-
one with a great background who is 
going to be stymied and humiliated. 
This is not what America is all about. 

We’ve heard about Mr. Lee’s excep-
tional background. The hard work of 
his family, their willingness to fight 
for this country, and Mr. Lee’s work to 
fight in the courtrooms to make sure 
the law works for everyone. 

It is not fair that after having an ex-
emplary professional record, to be a 
person of judicial temperament, to 
bring these great qualities to this posi-
tion, Mr. Lee has to face this. Now I 
don’t think that the U.S. Senate should 
be a forum for attacking Chinese- 
Americans. I just don’t think that’s 
right. We have seen them attacked in 
hearings on campaign finance and now 
we hear them being attacked in the 

Senate Judiciary Committee. I will tell 
you when talking to the Asian Pacific- 
American constituents that I rep-
resent, they are concerned when their 
best and brightest come forward for an 
appointment to the Justice Depart-
ment, he’s being brushed aside and all 
the Republicans want to focus on is 
campaign finance. 

I think it is outrageous. Now let me 
tell you Bill Lann Lee has applied for a 
job at the Justice Department. He is 
not applying to be a member of a rad-
ical right wing foundation. He is apply-
ing for a job at the Justice Depart-
ment. And this is what his qualifica-
tions are all about. 

If Mr. Lee were applying for a radical 
right wing foundation maybe the cri-
teria the Senate Judiciary Committee 
is using would be appropriate, but it is 
not appropriate to use radical right 
wing foundation criteria for a nomina-
tion to the Justice Department. 

If the Republicans want to attack 
President Clinton, there’s lots of ways 
to attack President Clinton. If they 
want to attack civil rights law then do 
it through the legislative process but 
do not attack a nominee who comes 
forth, who is willing to put his life 
aside and the practice that he’s devel-
oped working with the NAACP, to 
serve this Nation. 

I don’t know how many additional 
nominations President Clinton can 
bring to the Senate. One, because they 
are either stalled out or people are hu-
miliated when they come forth, or two, 
there is going to be an increasing un-
willingness to attract qualified nomi-
nees. 

I want Bill Lann Lee to know that 
I’m on his side and so are the Demo-
cratic women of the Senate. We would 
love to see him at the Civil Rights Di-
vision in the Department of Justice. 
Not because he would favor some but 
because he would fight for the women 
of this country, for the people of color 
in this country, for the people that 
need civil rights advanced within the 
Justice Department. 

And to the people of the Asian Pa-
cific-American community I say not to 
lose heart. We’re so proud of Bill Lann 
Lee. We’re so proud of what you do for 
America, but we’re not proud at all of 
the Senate Republican controlled Judi-
ciary Committee. 

I ask to have printed in the RECORD a 
copy of the letter supporting Mr. Lee’s 
nomination from the Democratic 
women of the Senate. I urge my col-
leagues on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to favorably report Mr. Lee’s 
nomination and let him have a vote in 
the full Senate. 

The letter follows: 
U.S. SENATE, 

Washington, DC, November 4, 1997. 
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN HATCH: We are writing to 

urge you to favorably report the nomination 
of Bill Lann Lee to be Assistant Attorney 
General for Civil Rights at the Department 
of Justice. We understand that the markup 
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on this nomination is scheduled for Thurs-
day, November 6 in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. Lee has dedicated his entire career to 
enforcing our nation’s civil rights laws. He 
has more than 20 years of experience in a 
wide-range of areas in civil rights law, in-
cluding employment discrimination, access 
to health care, prevention of lead poisoning, 
public transportation equity, and equal ac-
cess to education. 

The Assistant Attorney General for Civil 
Rights must enforce our nation’s civil rights 
laws for everyone. Mr. Lee is a problem-solv-
er and consensus builder. His work has 
helped Americans regardless of age, race, and 
gender. He has enabled thousands of Ameri-
cans to shatter the glass ceiling. 

Mr. Lee has practiced mainstream civil 
rights law. He does not believe in quotas, 
which are illegal. He believes in opportunity. 
To achieve this goal, he has pursued flexible 
and reasonable remedies that in each in-
stance were approved by a court. 

Numerous civil rights groups, women’s 
groups, and elected officials from both par-
ties support Mr. Lee’s nomination. The next 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights 
will have to address a number of potentially 
divisive issues. There is no doubt that Mr. 
Lee has the integrity, competence, and expe-
rience to lead this division. 

In addition, Mr. Lee has agreed to recuse 
himself from involvement with the Cali-
fornia Proposition 209 case, if he is con-
firmed. This action is entirely appropriate 
and should help clear the way for his con-
firmation. 

We urge you to support his nomination and 
report it favorably. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara A. Mikulski, Barbara Boxer, 

Patty Murray, Mary L. Landrieu, Carol 
Moseley-Braun, Dianne Feinstein.∑ 

f 

NOMINATION OF BILL LAN LEE TO 
BE ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

∑ Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. Presi-
dent, earlier this year, I had the pleas-
ure of meeting Mr. Bill Lee, President 
Clinton’s nominee for the Assistant At-
torney General for Civil Rights. I was 
impressed with his intelligence, his 
strong sense of fairness, and his dedica-
tion to ensuring that all Americans 
have the opportunity to enjoy the same 
basic rights. Today I strongly urge my 
colleagues on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to act favorably on the 
nomination of Bill Lan Lee. 

Mr. Lee has an exceptional back-
ground. He is a graduate of Yale Uni-
versity and Columbia University Law 
School, and has proven his dedication 
to the pubic sector by working for the 
Asian American Legal Defense Fund 
and the Los Angeles-based Center for 
Law in the Public Interest. Currently, 
he serves as western regional counsel 
for the NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund. During his 23-years as a 
civil rights litigator, Mr. Lee has 
earned a reputation for his legal exper-
tise and his integrity. 

In July, the President nominated Mr. 
Lee to be the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for Civil Rights at the Department 
of Justice. At the time of his nomina-
tion, Mr. Lee was widely praised by 
both his allies and adversaries as a 
qualified and competent civil rights at-

torney, and was supported by both 
Democrats and Republicans. No one 
questioned his intelligence nor his 
qualifications to competently serve 
this country as the Assistant Attorney 
General. 

That is why it is so surprising, in the 
eleventh hour, to now hear so much op-
position to this nomination. The vote 
on this nomination should be based on 
Mr. Lee’s competence, ability, and 
character. Instead, some Senators have 
decided that his nomination should be 
held hostage to their position on af-
firmative action. Rather that to fill 
this position, which has gone vacant 
for over six months, my colleagues in-
stead have chosen to push their polit-
ical agenda. I do not believe that this 
is at all appropriate, nor do I believe 
that this action is in the best interests 
of the American people. 

I must point out that this is not a 
lifetime position, nor is it a regulatory 
position that will out last the Presi-
dent’s term. Rather, this position car-
ries a term that is served at the whim 
of the President. It seems to me that 
the President, who was elected by the 
people, should have the right to choose 
those who will serve under him, that he 
should have the option of choosing in-
dividuals whose personal views reflect 
his own, so long as those individuals 
have the requisite competence, ability, 
and character. But the opposition to 
Mr. Lee is not based on his abilities, 
rather, it is based on policy. I do not 
believe that this is a legitimate rea-
soning for opposing this particular 
nomination. 

I am especially troubled by this at-
tack on Mr. Lee because I believe it 
does an injustice to the American 
dream. The American dream is a major 
part of what makes this country such a 
special place. It says that everyone— 
whether rich or poor, male or female, 
gay or straight, black or white—every-
one should have the opportunity to go 
as far as their talent and hard work 
will take them. It’s a dream that says 
that merit, and nothing more, should 
determine your opportunities. 

Mr. Lee is a shining example of this 
dream becoming reality. Out of adver-
sity came this bright, enthusiastic gen-
tleman who made a career of ensuring 
that everyone has equal opportunities 
to share their talents and succeed. In 
fact, it was this belief in this idealistic 
view of America that made Mr. Lee 
pursue this position. Lee insisted in his 
confirmation hearing that as ‘‘a son of 
immigrants, the opportunity to serve 
the nation by enforcing the Federal 
civil rights laws reaffirms [his] belief 
in the American dream.’’ 

Despite this statement, and despite 
the fact that Mr. Lee has repeatedly 
assured his critics that he is not in 
favor of quotas, that he believes every 
talented and able individual should be 
given the full opportunity to compete 
and succeed, and that he would enforce 
the laws of our country, my colleagues 
continue to take issue with his nomi-
nation by attacking his personal be-

liefs and views on affirmative action. 
Unfortunately, these baseless allega-
tions, unfounded attacks, and unwar-
ranted comments about Mr. Lee have 
undermined the first real chance this 
Senate has had to fill this position 
with a qualified and competent indi-
vidual. In short, they are refusing to 
give this qualified individual the op-
portunity to stand on his merit. 

Mr. President, I thank the American 
people deserve better, and I believe we 
do an injustice to them by allowing 
this position to go empty for this long 
for no good reason. This is shameful, 
and I urge my colleagues to reconsider 
their actions.∑ 

f 

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF LEBANON 
∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the Lebanese-Amer-
ican Club of Michigan. On this day, No-
vember 22, 1997, the club will celebrate 
its first annual formal dinner. 

The Lebanese-American Club of De-
troit is to be commended. Through the 
tireless dedication of its members this 
organization has strengthened the cul-
tural understanding of Lebanon in the 
State of Michigan. I am proud of the 
Lebanese-American community’s con-
tinual efforts to foster relationships of 
goodwill. These efforts will go far in 
enhancing and promoting the commu-
nity’s image and understanding 
throughout the United States and be-
yond. 

I am honored and delighted to see our 
community gathering to support Leb-
anon’s independence. Throughout its 
history, the country of Lebanon and its 
people have faced difficult and trying 
circumstances. Yet despite these hard-
ships, the people and leaders of Leb-
anon continue to hold strong to the be-
lief that independence and security are 
essential for the country to prosper. 
This evening there is great cause for 
celebration. The United States travel 
ban to Lebanon has been lifted, allow-
ing the people of these two nations to 
travel freely. Many of you in attend-
ance were steadfast in your belief that 
this would someday occur and should 
be applauded for your commitment to 
this goal. 

I am pleased to recognize this event 
in the U.S. Senate and again, send my 
best wishes to each of you.∑ 

f 

ARAB-AMERICAN AND CHALDEAN 
COUNCIL 1997 ANNUAL CIVIC AND 
HUMANITARIAN AWARDS BAN-
QUET 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to acknowledge an important 
event which is taking place in the 
State of Michigan. On this day, Decem-
ber 5, 1997, many have gathered to cele-
brate the Arab-American and Chaldean 
Council [ACC] Annual Civic and Hu-
manitarian Awards Banquet. Each of 
the individuals in attendance deserve 
special recognition for their commit-
ment and steadfast support of the 
Arab-American and Chaldean commu-
nities. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 21:58 Oct 24, 2013 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00101 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\1997SENATE\S06NO7.REC S06NO7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
O

C
IA

LS
E

C
U

R
IT

Y


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-22T13:07:25-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




