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things to help free us from the walls which
confined us. Two people who we knew Kept
faith in us as we were challenged to keep
faith in our country. You and, then, Gov-
ernor Ronald Reagan, graciously attended a
homecoming reception for us one evening in
San Francisco. It was an event none of us
will ever forget, nor our admiration and ap-
preciation for you began many years before
when we learned that taps on walls and whis-
pered conversations was work being done to
help us return to a land without walls.

This handsome box contains two symbols
of the vision and faith for which we and the
President will always be celebrating. The
first is a piece of the multi-colored brick
taken from the rubble of what was once a
prison wall built by the French a century
ago and called by the Vietnamese ‘hoaloa’.
The Americans who were later obliged to
dwell there, called it the ‘Hanoi Hilton’.
These walls no longer stand, the prison was
demolished a few years ago and a real hotel,
presumably with better room service was
erected in its place.

The second gift is a customized POW brace-
let inscribed to you and President Reagan
for your faith, loyalty and perseverance from
all of us who came home, as well as those
who did not, remember with enormous grati-
tude your loyalty to us and your steadfast
faith in the cause we serve.

There’s a story about President and Mrs.
Reagan that has always impressed me, be-
cause it demonstrates their sincerity and
concern for Americans who suffer for their
countries sake. A long time ago, the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Reagan became concerned
about the plight of those who were held cap-
tive in Vietnam. President Reagan decided
to hold a press conference to express his sup-
port for improvement in their treatment and
their rapid homecoming. At that press con-
ference were families and children of those
who were missing in action at that time. As
President Reagan began his remarks for the
bank of cameras and media people there, a
little boy, about three years old, came for-
ward from the crowd and tugged at his
sleeve. President Reagan bent over and the
little boy whispered in his ear and then
President Reagan left with the little boy to
his office and then came back. It turns out
that the young boy had to go to the bath-
room.

Then as President Reagan began his re-
marks again the young boy tugged his sleeve
again and Ronald Reagan bent over and he
said, ‘‘Please, can you help bring my daddy
home?”’ President Reagan from that time on
wore a bracelet with Captain Hanson’s name
on it.

Mrs. Reagan, your husband served and hon-
ored us and are honoring us still. As you re-
member us, we will always remember you.
And stand witness to a greatness and a faith
that could not abide walls. Mrs. Reagan.

REMARKS BY MRS. NANCY REAGAN 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you for all
our presents and for a very kind introduc-
tion. Thank you, Trent and thank you, Jim
for those wonderful remarks about my hus-
band and me. I do know that I am not the
speech maker in the family or the story-
teller. But I am very honored to be here to-
night to accept the 1997 IRI Freedom Award
on my husband’s behalf. I wanted to be here
tonight for him, especially since tonight is
really a special night for the both of us. Not
only is the IRI honoring my husband but it’s
been done in partnership with the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Foundation that sup-
ports the Reagan library and its programs.
The library is a very special place for both
Ronnie and me. It’s a place where the legacy
of Ronald Reagan is preserved for genera-
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tions to come. And speaking of legacies, the
International Republican Institute is really
the living legacy of Ronald Reagan’s peace
through strength approach to foreign policy.
I know I am being biased a little bit, I know
you’ll agree that during his eight years in
the White House, my husband encouraged
untold numbers of people around the world
to move toward democracy. Ronnie was a be-
liever. He believed in the power of freedom.
He had a dream that in the twenty-first cen-
tury human beings would be respected every-
where, hoping that one day, people of all na-
tions would have the privilege of basking in
the light of freedom and I'm convinced that
along with your help and vision this dream
will come true, and I know you do to.

Thank you for inviting me here, for ac-
knowledging my roommate. I know that he
will enjoy being a part of these special peo-
ple. Thank you.e

———

THE INVESTITURE OF THE HONOR-
ABLE DEBORAH ROSS ADAMS

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate the Honorable
Deborah Ross Adams on her appoint-
ment as a new judge of the 36th Dis-
trict Court. On Friday, November 14
she will be invested and begin her offi-
cial duties.

Judge Adams is very deserving of
this appointment. Throughout her ca-
reer, she has maintained the strongest
of commitments to the highest judicial
standards. From her private practice to
her role as a magistrate, Judge Adams
has been recognized by her peers for
her impartiality and broad knowledge
of the law.

Judge Adams has accumulated this
wealth of legal knowledge over several
years and numerous experiences. After
attending one of the most outstanding
institutions of legal education in the
Nation, she was a law clerk, started
her own private practice, and served
the city of Detroit, among other roles.
These many experiences have afforded
Judge Adams tremendous opportuni-
ties to gain a better, more comprehen-
sive understanding of the law. In the
process, she has become a most quali-
fied individual.

Additionally, Judge Adams is very
involved with her community. Belong-
ing to numerous civic and professional
organizations, Judge Adams continues
to help the children and families of
Michigan. Through these many mem-
berships, Judge Adams has come to
know her community intimately; an
education that especially prepares her
for the role she now undertakes.

Mr. President, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome Judge Adams to
the bench. Her reputation as being fair-
minded precedes her, and I am con-
fident the 36th District and the State
of Michigan will benefit from her ten-
ure.e

————
SUDAN SANCTIONS ON TARGET

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the Administration
on a policy change announced today.
Last night President Clinton signed
an executive order imposing com-
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prehensive sanctions on the Govern-
ment of the Sudan. Specifically, the
United States has put into place new,
unilateral sanctions that will prevent
the Government of the Sudan from
reaping financial and material gain
from trade and investment initiatives
by the United States.

As Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said earlier today, this policy
change is designed to send a strong sig-
nal to the Sudanese Government that
it has failed to address the concerns ex-
pressed in no uncertain terms and on
several occasions by the Clinton Ad-
ministration. In particular, the Sudan
continues to engage in practices that
we Americans find unconscionable, in-
cluding: providing sanctuary for indi-
viduals and groups known to have en-
gaged in terrorist activity; encour-
aging and supporting regional insur-
gencies; continuing a violent civil war
that has cost the lives of thousands of
civilians; and engaging in abominable
human rights abuses.

Mr. President, these are the four
main issues that continue to plague
U.S.-Sudan relations. Let me take each
of them in turn.

First, terrorism. Terrorism is clearly
one of the most vexing threats to our
national security today. Terrorist
groups, by seeking to destabilize or
overthrow governments, serve to erode
international stability. By its very na-
ture, terrorism goes against everything
we understand to be part of the ‘“‘inter-
national system,” challenging us with
methods we do not necessarily com-
prehend. People—often, innocent by-
standers—die as a result of such ter-
rorism. Buildings are destroyed. And
everyone’s sense of personal safety is
shattered.

According to the State Department’s
most recent Patterns of Global Ter-
rorism report, Sudan ‘‘continued to
serve as a refuge, nexus, and training
hub in 1995 for a number of inter-
national terrorist organizations,”
which likely include some of the most
notorious groups in the world such as
Hamas, Abu Nidal and Hezbollah,
among others. In addition, the govern-
ment continues to harbor individuals
known to have committed terrorist
acts. For example, it is widely believed
that Osama Bin Laden, who was once
described by the State Department as
‘““one of the most significant financial
sponsors of Islamic extremist activities
in the world,” enjoyed refuge in the
Sudan in the early 1990’s.

Second, Sudan’s support of insur-
gency movements in many of its neigh-
boring countries poses a significant
threat to regional stability. In Eritrea,
it supports the Eritrean Islamic Jihad,
and in Uganda, it supports both the
Lord’s Resistance Army and the West
Bank Nile Front. Sudanese government
officals have been known to smuggle
weapons into Tunisia.

Third, Sudan continues to promote a
brutal civil war against the largely
Christian and animist people of South-
ern Sudan. Sadly, during its 41 years of
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independence, Sudan has only seen
about 11 years of peace. This seemingly
endless conflict has taken the lives of
more than 1.5 million people and re-
sulted in well over 2 million displaced
persons or refugees. Perhaps the sad-
dest consequence of the war is that
there are thousands of teenagers who
do not remember a peaceful period, and
who know better the barrel of a gun
than the inside of a classroom.

The international community has
done the best that it can with this situ-
ation; there are approximately 40 na-
tional and international humanitarian
organizations providing millions of dol-
lars annually in food aid and develop-
ment assistance. For its part, the
United States government has provided
more than $600 million in food assist-
ance and non-food disaster assistance
since the mid-1980’s.

The United Nations’ Operation Life-
line Sudan [OLS], which maintains a
unique agreement with parties to the
conflict, has been instrumental in al-
lowing humanitarian access to dis-
placed persons in the southern Sudan. I
commend the humanitarian organiza-
tions operating in the region who daily
face not only enormous technical and
logistical challenges in serving the Su-
danese population, but also the all-too-
frequent threat of another offensive
nearby.

Fourth, the Sudanese government
has a deplorable record in the area of
human rights. According to the most
recent State Department human rights
report, the Khartoum government
maintains not only regular police and
army units, but also internal and ex-
ternal security organs, a militia unit,
and a parallel police called the Popular
Police, whose mission includes enforc-
ing proper social behavior. In 1996, ac-
cording to the report, government
forces were responsible for
extrajudicial Kkillings, disappearance,
forced labor, slavery, and forced con-
scription of children. Basic freedoms—
of assembly, of association, of pri-
vacy—are routinely restricted by the
government. Worse, imposition of Is-
lamic law on non-Muslims is far too
common. An April 1997 U.N. Human
Rights Commission resolution identi-
fied pages of similar abuses.

Mr. President, this is not a regime
that should be included in the commu-
nity of nations.

In response to Sudan’s actions in
these areas, particularly with respect
to terrorism, the U.S. government has
imposed a series of sanctions on the
current Sudanese regime over the past
several years, including suspending its
assistance program and denying senior
Sudanese government officials entry
into the United States.

In part at my urging, the Adminis-
tration officially designated Sudan as a
state sponsor of terrorism by placing it
on the so-called ‘‘terrorism list’” in
1993. Inclusion on the terrorism list,
according to Section 6(j) of the Export
Administration Act (P.L.96-72), auto-
matically puts statutory restrictions
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on the bilateral relationship including
prohibitions on foreign, agricultural,
military and export-import assistance,
as well as licensing restrictions for
dual use items and mandated U.S. op-
position to loans from international fi-
nancial institutions.

In addition, the United States has
supported several resolutions by the
United Nations Security Council, in-
cluding three demands that Sudan ex-
tradite three suspects wanted in con-
nection with the failed 1995 assassina-
tion attempt against Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak. After Sudan
failed to comply with these resolu-
tions, the Council later adopted meas-
ures calling on member states to adopt
travel restrictions and to ban flights
by Sudanese-government controlled
aircraft.

But, as important as these measures
have been, Sudan has apparently re-
fused to get the message that its ac-
tions are simply unacceptable.

Sudan has the potential to be one of
the most important countries in Afri-
ca. It is the largest country on the con-
tinent and has a population of 29 mil-
lion people. With cultural and geo-
graphic ties to both Arab North Africa
and black sub-Saharan Africa, the
Sudan has the potential to play a sig-
nificant role in East Africa and the
Gulf region.

Unfortunately, Mr. President, Sudan
continues to squander that potential
by engaging in or supporting out-
rageous acts of violence and terrorism.

So, Mr. President, I welcome the
President’s decision to take a tougher
line with respect to Sudan.e

———

FEHBP + 656 DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, as a co-
sponsor of S. 224, to allow Medicare—
eligible military retirees to join the
Federal Employees Health Benefits
Plan, I am pleased to cosponsor S. 1334,
introduced by Senator BOND. S. 1334
will create a demonstration project to
evaluate the concept of increasing ac-
cess to health care for military retirees
by allowing them to enroll in the Fed-
eral employees plan.

After hearing from military retirees
in Montana, I am convinced that
FEHBP + 65, as it’s called, is a nec-
essary step to help ensure that mili-
tary retirees have access to quality
health care. When military retirees
turn 65, they no longer have guaran-
teed access to health care. The lucky
ones can get services from military
treatment facilities [MTFs] on a space-
available basis, but the rest do not
have access to MTF’s. They must rely
on Medicare, which has less generous
benefits and significant out-of-pocket
costs, despite the commitment they re-
ceived for lifetime health benefits by
virtue of their service to this country.
They are the only group of Federal em-
ployees to have their health benefits
cut off at age 65. That just not right.

The Federal Employees Health Bene-
fits Plan is a popular program which
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provides good benefits at a reasonable
cost. It will serve military retirees well
and uphold the Government’s commit-
ment to provide quality health bene-
fits. Our military retirees deserve no
less.®

———————

FUNDING OF THE MEDICAL CREEK
TRIBAL COLLEGE

oMrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, would

the chairman of the Interior Appro-
priations Subcommittee yield for a
question?

Mr. GORTON. I would be happy to
yield to the Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, Sen-
ator GORTON and I have been working
with the Puyallup Tribe of Washington
to establish base funding in the BIA
budget for the Medicine Creek Tribal
Community College in Tacoma, WA.
The Tribe has been working diligently
and patiently with the BIA to secure
the necessary accreditation to facili-
tate such base funding. I am happy to
report that the tribe has just recently
received such accreditation.

However, the BIA has recently denied
the Puyallup request for funding on the
grounds that they had not established
their accreditation, even though that
was not a requirement of the BIA rules
when the initial request for funding
was made. On April 8, 1997, I wrote the
BIA to express my concern regarding
an apparent accreditation ‘‘catch-22.
It seemed that in order to be accred-
ited, the school needed to demonstrate
a secure funding base. However, to se-
cure a funding base the college needed
to be accredited. I expressed to the BIA
my sincere desire to see this apparent
conundrum resolved. Over the past sev-
eral months, it appeared that the BIA
was, in fact, moving to address this
issue. In a recent meeting the tribe had
with Michael Anderson, Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for Indian Affairs, they
were assured they would receive fund-
ing for fiscal year 1998. But we now un-
derstand that the BIA has changed its
mind and indicated that Medicine
Creek Tribal College will not receive
funding for fiscal year 1998. This is not
acceptable.

In the conference report on H.R. 2107,
the conferees agreed to increase fund-
ing for tribally controlled community
colleges by $2,5600,000 over the fiscal
year 1997 level. Is it the intention of
the chairman of the subcommittee that
the Medicine Creek Tribal College be
eligible for some of this funding?

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, like
Senator MURRAY, I am disturbed that
BIA has now taken the position that
the Medicine Creek Tribal College will
not receive any funding. My office has
worked with the tribe and understood
that their funding needs would be met
in fiscal year 1998. We urge the BIA
make funds available from the increase
in tribal community college funding to
assist the Medicine Creek Tribal Col-
lege move forward with its recent ac-
creditation.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-22T13:21:33-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




