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anniversary of Sojourner Truth’s birth 
is being celebrated this year through-
out the United States. 

Sojourner Truth was born Isabella 
Baumfree in 1797 in Ulster County, NY 
and served as a slave under several dif-
ferent masters. She bore four children 
who survived infancy, and all except 
one daughter were sold into slavery. 
Baumfree became a freed slave in 1828 
when New York State outlawed slav-
ery. She remained in New York and in-
stituted successful legal proceedings to 
secure the return of her son, Peter, who 
had been illegally sold to a slave-owner 
from Alabama. 

In 1843, Baumfree, in response to a 
perceived command from God, changed 
her name to Sojourner Truth and dedi-
cated her life to traveling and lec-
turing. She began her migration west 
in 1850, where she shared the stage with 
other abolitionist leaders such as Fred-
erick Douglass. In October 1856, Truth 
came to Battle Creek, MI, with Quaker 
leader Henry Willis to speak at a 
Friends of Human Progress meeting. 
She eventually bought a house and set-
tled in the area. Her antislavery, wom-
en’s rights, and temperance arguments 
brought Battle Creek both regional and 
national recognition. Sojourner Truth 
died at her home in Battle Creek, No-
vember 26, 1883, having lived quite an 
extraordinary life. 

Sojourner Truth was a powerful voice 
in the women’s suffrage movement, 
playing a pivotal role in ensuring the 
right of all women to vote. She was a 
political activist who personally con-
versed with President Abraham Lin-
coln on behalf of freed, unemployed 
slaves, and campaigned for Ulysses S. 
Grant in the Presidential election in 
1868. Sojourner was a woman of great 
passion and determination who was 
spiritually motivated to preach and 
teach in ways that have had a profound 
and lasting imprint on American his-
tory. 

In 1851, Sojourner delivered her fa-
mous ‘‘Ain’t I a Woman?’’ speech at the 
Women’s Convention in Akron, OH. 
She spoke from her heart about the 
most troubling issues of her time. Her 
words on that day in Ohio are a testa-
ment to Sojourner Truth’s convictions 
and are a part of the great legacy she 
left for us all. 

Mr. President, I ask that the text of 
the Sojourner Truth ‘‘Ain’t I a 
Woman’’ speech be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The speech is as follows: 
AIN’T I A WOMAN 

(By Sojourner Truth) 
Well, children, where there is so much 

racket there must be something out of kil-
ter. I think that ’twixt the negroes of the 
South and the women at the North, all talk-
ing about rights, the white men will be in a 
fix pretty soon. But what’s all this here talk-
ing about? 

That man over there says women need to 
be helped into carriages, and lifted over 
ditches and to have the best place every-
where. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, 
or over mud puddles, or gets me any best 
place! 

And Ain’t I a Woman? 
Look at me! Look at my arm! I have 

ploughed, and planted, and gathered into 
barns, and no man could head me! 

And Ain’t I a Woman? 
I could work as much and eat as much as 

a man—when I could get it—and bear the 
lash as well! 

And Ain’t I a Woman? 
I have borne five children and seen most 

all sold off to slavery, and when I cried out 
with a mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard 
me. 

And Ain’t I a Woman? 
Then they talk about this thing in the 

head; what’s this they call it? (member of 
the audience whispers ‘‘intellect’’) That’s it, 
honey. 

What’s that got to do with women’s right 
or negroes’ rights? If my cup won’t hold but 
a pint, and your holds a quart, wouldn’t you 
be mean not to let me have my little half 
measure full? 

Then that little man in black there, he 
says women can’t have as much rights as 
men, cause Christ wasn’t a women? 

Where did your Christ come from? Where 
did your Christ come from? From God and a 
woman! Man had nothing to do with Him. 

If the first woman God ever made was 
strong enough to turn the world upside down 
all alone, these women together ought to be 
able to turn it back, and get it right side up 
again! And now they is asking to do it, the 
men better let them. 

Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old 
Sojourner ain’t got nothing more to say.∑ 

f 

CHILD SUPPORT INCENTIVE BILL 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I am ex-
tremely pleased to join my colleague, 
Senator ROCKEFELLER, in introducing 
the Child Support Performance Im-
provement Act of 1997. This bill estab-
lishes a new formula for State child 
support incentive payments, in order 
to reward those States which truly 
excel at collecting child support. Over 
the years, Senator ROCKEFELLER has 
shown an extraordinary commitment 
to children and families across Amer-
ica, and his leadership on this bill rep-
resents more of the same. 

Mr. President, States need to crack 
down on deadbeat parents who renege 
on their financial responsibilities to 
their children. While noncustodial par-
ents owed $47 billion in child support in 
1995, States collected only $14 billion. 
Collections increased to approximately 
$16 billion in 1996, and are likely to fur-
ther increase as the result of tough 
new child support reforms which I au-
thored and which were contained in the 
Welfare Reform Act. 

States performance in collecting 
child support varies tremendously. For 
example, Maine has worked very hard 
to successfully improve its child sup-
port collections. While Maine has col-
lected over $580 million since 1975, half 
of that amount—$286 million—was col-
lected within the past 5 years. Last 
year alone, Maine collected almost $72 
million, representing a 10-percent in-
crease over the previous year. This 
considerable improvement is due to 
comprehensive State reforms pioneered 
under Governor John McKernan in 1993, 
and Federal child support reforms con-
tained in the Welfare Act. But not all 

States share this heightened commit-
ment to collecting support. That is 
why my child support provisions in the 
Welfare Reform Act required the Sec-
retary of HHS, in consultation with the 
States, to develop a new formula for 
State incentive payments that is based 
on performance, in order to further im-
prove State collections, and to report 
back to Congress on the subject. The 
bill that Senator ROCKEFELLER and I 
introduce today is based on that re-
port. 

Under current law, the Federal Gov-
ernment provides States with an extra 
incentive payment in order to increase 
child support collections. The current 
formula for incentive payments is 
based on the cost-effectiveness of a 
State’s child support collection pro-
gram—the collection-to-cost ratio— 
meaning that States are rewarded for 
bringing in more dollars for each dollar 
they invest in the program. Incentive 
payments start at 6 percent of collec-
tions, and rise as high as 10 percent for 
the most cost-effective States. In fiscal 
year 1995, Federal incentive payments 
to States were $400 million, nearly 33 
percent of the gross Federal share of 
child support collections. 

Mr. President, the current system 
does not make sense in that every 
State, no matter how dismal its record 
in collecting child support, receives a 
minimum incentive payment. This per-
petuates mediocrity and does not serve 
children. Instead, States should be re-
warded on the basis of performance 
outcomes that will help children, such 
as establishing paternity and support 
orders quickly, obtaining medical sup-
port, and collecting support on a reg-
ular basis so families can rely on it. 

The Child Support Performance Im-
provement Act establishes a formula 
which takes into account performance- 
based measures and standards in five 
areas: establishing of paternity; estab-
lishing child support orders; collecting 
currently-owed support; cost-effective-
ness; and collection of past-due sup-
port. The first three measures receive 
the most weight in the formula because 
they translate most directly into sup-
port that helps keep families finan-
cially self-sufficient. Giving them more 
weight will help concentrate State ef-
forts where they matter most. 

Under our bill, States would only 
qualify for incentive payments if they 
meet threshold performance require-
ments in these five areas. States that 
perform below the threshold level can 
qualify for minimum incentive pay-
ments only if they significantly im-
prove their performance compared to 
performance in a prior year. The bill 
also requires the Secretary of HHS to 
establish standards for collecting med-
ical support to be implemented later, 
to ensure that children of divorced par-
ents have health insurance. Finally, 
the bill requires States, for the first 
time, to reinvest their incentive pay-
ments back into the child support sys-
tem, so they can further improve col-
lections and better serve children. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 22:02 Oct 24, 2013 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00100 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\1997SENATE\S09OC7.REC S09OC7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
O

C
IA

LS
E

C
U

R
IT

Y



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10819 October 9, 1997 
Mr. President, this bill will signifi-

cantly help families to obtain the child 
support owed to them so they can re-
main financially self-sufficient. I urge 
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.∑ 

f 

SENATOR WILLIAM B. SPONG, JR. 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, Bill 
Spong and I go back a long way. We 
were the only Democrats elected to the 
Senate in 1966. Back then, new Sen-
ators were expected to be seen and not 
heard. Bill and I were dutiful—we took 
the last two seats on the back row of 
the Democratic side of the Senate floor 
and swapped afternoons and evenings 
presiding as Speaker Pro Tempore. In 
those days they gave Golden Gavels to 
members who presided over the Senate 
for more than 100 hours; Bill and I each 
received one. 

Bill Spong was one of the quietest 
and most thoughtful men ever to serve 
in the Senate. He brought his consider-
able experience in law and banking to 
bear on every issue before the Senate 
and carefully analyzed each piece of 
legislation on which he voted. He set 
an example of what a Senator in a de-
liberative democracy should be. 

The Senate was a different place 
then. Republicans and Democrats 
worked closely together in a collegial 
atmosphere. Though they differed on 
many issues, a majority of Senators 
from both parties came together to 
produce legislation for the good of the 
Nation. Now the Members of the two 
parties meet only to ambush one an-
other. In today’s climate of partisan 
warfare, it is hard to find anyone who 
can match Bill Spong’s civility. 

Senator Spong made many friends for 
Virginia in his 6 years of service. He 
was an outstanding and committed rep-
resentative of the people of his state. 
His election loss in 1972 deprived Vir-
ginia and the United States of an able 
and promising Senator. Undoubtedly, 
Senator Spong would have won reelec-
tion and served for many more years 
had the public confusion and division 
caused by Vietnam and his seat on the 
Foreign Relations Committee not 
placed him in an untenable position. 

After leaving the Senate, he served 
with great distinction as a noted medi-
ator and as Dean of the School of Law 
at William and Mary. In these capac-
ities, he continued to serve his commu-
nity. 

Bill Spong’s death yesterday shocked 
and saddened us all. It deprives us of a 
much-needed model of dedication, serv-
ice, and leadership. Let us all hope that 
his great qualities will find their incar-
nation in future servants of the public 
good.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL LITERACY MONTH 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
to comment on an issue which concerns 
my home State of Michigan and the en-
tire country. It seems as though every 
year another study is published which 

concludes American children are be-
hind other nations of the world in sub-
jects such as math and science. Often, 
when concern is expressed with such 
findings a more basic issue is over-
looked: literacy. 

From the youngest schoolchild to the 
most senior adult, I believe everyone 
should be able to read and write. Be-
sides serving as the foundation of edu-
cation, reading provides new opportu-
nities and expands horizons. Through 
reading, an individual can visit exotic 
lands, travel in time, participate in 
fantastic adventures, and learn of 
events happening in both their home-
town and around the globe. Reading al-
lows a person to soar, with only their 
imagination to limit them. As the fa-
ther of three young children, one of my 
favorite activities is reading a story to 
my children, or as the older ones now 
do, read the story to me. Helping a 
child learn to read is one of the most 
pleasurable activities I know. 

Ensuring America’s children are lit-
erate is one of the most important 
goals this Nation should have. Rather 
than involving the heavy hand of the 
Federal Government, I believe local 
governments are in the best position to 
accomplish this goal. But, I also think 
the Federal Government has a role in 
helping to eradicate illiteracy from 
among the Nation’s youth. For this 
reason, Congress has allocated $260 mil-
lion to the Department of Education to 
disburse to the states for carrying out 
a child literacy initiative beginning in 
October 1998. 

I strongly believe every child in 
America should be literate. However, 
we cannot and must not concern our-
selves solely with the young. It is a sad 
fact that many adults across the coun-
try do not possess the ability to read 
and write. While some individuals have 
rudimentary skills, many cannot read 
well enough to fill out a job applica-
tion. Without these needed skills, ad-
vancement in the workplace is almost 
impossible. Fortunately, Congress is 
taking strong steps toward remedying 
this problem. Presently, Federal adult 
literacy programs have been funded at 
over $350 million. Given to States in 
the form of grants, these funds help 
provide community-based agencies 
with the money necessary to reduce 
and hopefully eliminate illiteracy. 

In recognition of the efforts to edu-
cate both children and adults, I join in 
honoring those individuals who dedi-
cate themselves to this noble pursuit. I 
am pleased to have this opportunity to 
express my appreciation for their hard 
work, and encourage my colleagues to 
demonstrate their support of National 
Literacy Month.∑ 

f 

PETER KARMANOS, JR. 
∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the achievements of 
Mr. Peter Karmanos, Jr., Peter who is 
being honored on November 4, 1997, by 
the Detroit B’nai B’rith Foundation 
with the 1997 Great American Tradi-
tions Award. 

B’nai B’rith is awarding its highest 
honor, the Great American Traditions 
Award, to Peter Karmanos for ‘‘. . . his 
concern for the sick, for his under-
standing of the abused, and for the 
quiet, unassuming way he provides for 
others.’’ 

Peter Karmanos is a name with 
which many people around the Nation 
are familiar. Some know him because 
he is the chairman, CEO, and cofounder 
of Compuware Corp., which is one of 
the largest independent software ven-
dors in the world. Peter helped to make 
a small startup company into Michi-
gan’s fifth largest exporter, a company 
with more than 7,000 employees world-
wide. Peter has striven to make 
Compuware a healthy and friendly 
place to work, providing a company- 
subsidized cafeteria, day-care center, 
and wellness center, as well as 
racquetball and basketball courts at its 
world headquarters in Farmington 
Hills, MI. 

Others know of Peter Karmanos be-
cause he co-owns the Carolina Hurri-
canes of the National Hockey League 
and the Plymouth Whalers of the On-
tario Hockey League. Peter’s passion 
for hockey has led him to sponsor 
youth hockey teams, which have given 
countless young people the opportunity 
to play the sport Peter loves so much. 

Peter Karmanos has earned a reputa-
tion as an outstanding leader in his in-
dustry and in the world of sports. But 
he is perhaps most remarkable for the 
extraordinary support he has given to 
efforts to make his community a 
healthier and safer place. In 1995, Peter 
made the single largest contribution in 
Michigan history to fight cancer, do-
nating $15 million to establish the Bar-
bara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute, 
in honor of his first wife. The institute 
integrated the efforts of the major can-
cer-fighting organizations in Detroit— 
the Michigan Cancer Foundation, the 
Meyer L. Prentis Comprehensive Can-
cer Center, the Detroit Medical Center, 
and Wayne State University. Peter and 
his wife, Debra, have involved 
Compuware in the nationwide cancer 
research fundraiser ‘‘A Race for the 
Cure.’’ Debra and Peter also cochaired 
the first ever major fundraiser for 
HAVEN, a shelter for abused women. 

Mr. President, Peter Karmanos truly 
exemplifies the spirit of the B’nai 
B’rith Great American Traditions 
Award. His corporate citizenship and 
dedication to improving the lives of 
others are truly an inspiration. I hope 
my colleagues will join with me in of-
fering congratulations and best wishes 
to Peter Karmanos on this important 
occasion.∑ 

f 

WELFARE TO WORK 
∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Ottawa County, 
MI, for moving all, by which I mean a 
full 100 percent, of its welfare recipi-
ents to work. As in so many other 
things, Ottawa County should be an in-
spiration to us all as we seek funda-
mental welfare reform that will end 
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