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credible voice for Missouri health and
an advocate for a strong, unified health
care community in Missouri.

His truly has been a distinguished ca-
reer of health care service.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK CURTIS

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a dear friend of mine,
Patrick Curtis, who is being honored
next week with the 100th star on The
Palm Springs Walk of Stars in Palm
Springs, CA.

Patrick first set off on the road to
stardom when he played Baby Beau
Wilkes in Gone with the Wind. As a
young actor working his way through
film school, he worked on dozens of
westerns, the Ma and Pa Kettle com-
edies, nearly every Tony Curtis film
made in the 1950’s, and even on the
Leave it to Beaver set.

Upon graduating from film school,
Patrick received a naval ROTC com-
mission. He later served his country in
Vietnam in 1967 and 1968.

Patrick has risen to become a highly
successful film director and producer.
He has had the opportunity to work
with many legends and personal heroes
of mine. Recently, he produced Mean-
while, Back at the Ranch, a documen-
tary western about John Wayne, Roy
Rogers, Gene Autry, Hoppy, and other
six-gun legends.

Even with his busy film schedule,
Patrick has found time to give back to
his community. He was asked by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan to serve as presi-
dent of the Vietnam Veterans Leader-
ship Program, an organization of suc-
cessful veterans with the purpose of
helping veterans who have not been
able to mainstream. For his continued
support of Vietnam veterans, Patrick
has been awarded the prestigious Air
Force Association Humanitarian
Award. He has also been presented life-
time membership in The Marine Corps
League, The Navy League, and The Air
Force League.

In addition to his work with veter-
ans, Patrick has worked to gather to-
gether talent in the entertainment in-
dustry to create public service an-
nouncements for groups such as Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving, DARE, and
Activities for Retarded Children—all
paid for by funds raised from the enter-
tainment industry.

Mr. President, I would like to honor
Patrick Curtis for his outstanding and
numerous contributions to the enter-
tainment industry, to America’s veter-
ans, and to his community. Patrick’s
selfless service to his country and com-
munity are a great example of what it
means to be a great, patriotic Amer-
ican.∑
f

RIGHT TO LIFE OF MICHIGAN
BANQUET

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor those of the Region 2
Affiliates of Right to Life of Michigan
for their enduring commitment and

dedication to one of today’s most im-
portant social issues.

Mr. President, to those of us who are
pro-life, being pro-life means protect-
ing our families and respecting the
sanctity of life. It also means main-
taining the central role of the family
in all our lives. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank those of
Right to Life of Michigan for their per-
severance in support of those goals.
Unfortunately, we still must spend
much of our time in the political
sphere, arguing against laws that pro-
mote the taking of unborn human
lives, and I am grateful for all their ef-
forts in that area as well.

Ending the tragedy of abortion will
not be easy. But groups like Right to
Life of Michigan and the National
Right to Life Committee are fighting a
winning battle. By their example, as
well as their arguments, they are show-
ing the power and the beauty of human
life.∑

f

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-
PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate the Michigan
Association of Non-public Schools
(MANS) on their 25 years of service to
this special group of educators and stu-
dents. Founded in 1972, MANS has ad-
vocated on behalf of non-public
schools, established an agenda for their
advancement, and given witness to the
communities in Michigan regarding
their immense social, educational, and
economic benefit.

With the voluntary support of over
540 schools, nearly 7,000 instructors and
140,000 students of Michigan’s next gen-
eration are affected by the outreach
and activities sponsored by MANS.
Through the Michigan Non-public
School Accrediting Association, its af-
filiated Parent Network, and its orga-
nization of school resources, MANS
works toward school improvement, en-
courages greater parental participa-
tion, and provides a host of services
vital to bringing non-public school stu-
dents the best education they can re-
ceive.

Through the years, MANS has been
instrumental in promoting equal edu-
cation benefits and services for all chil-
dren. Regular conferences are held and
have gained the enthusiastic support of
teachers and administrators, with as
many as 6,000 participants having at-
tended recent gatherings. Finally,
MANS maintains a role as a respected
partner and resource for all levels of
government whose actions impact edu-
cation in Michigan.

Mr. President, on behalf of the U.S.
Senate, I would like to express appre-
ciation for the many individuals who
have given of their time and talent to
bring about a better community
through MANS. We are thankful for
their dedication to Michigan’s chil-
dren.∑

ITALIAN-AMERICAN COLUMBUS
DAY CELEBRATION (LIVONIA)

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the achievements of
Italian-Americans as we join to com-
memorate the accomplishment of the
first Italian-American, Christopher Co-
lumbus. Italian-Americans came to
this country with little, but have left a
large mark. Therefore, it gives me
great pleasure to celebrate with them
today, Columbus Day.

Mr. President, certainly everyone in
this country is grateful for the cour-
age, dignity, and thrill for exploration
given to this Nation by Christopher Co-
lumbus. As a grandson of Lebanese im-
migrants, I am convinced that the var-
ious ethnic heritages people bring with
them when they come to the United
States greatly benefit our country. In-
deed, Italian-Americans have taken
over where Columbus left off, building
this Nation into the great power that it
is. Certainly, without the leadership,
insight, and continued support of one
of this Nation’s most valued resources,
America would face a terrible empti-
ness.

Many Italian-Americans have given
generously of their time and energy in
preparation of this celebration, and
they should be commended for their ef-
forts. I am very pleased to have this
opportunity to recognize this very
meaningful event in the U.S. Senate.∑

f

BYRON CENTER RIGHT TO LIFE
BANQUET

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor members of Michigan’s
Right to Life in Byron Center for their
enduring commitment and dedication
to one of today’s most important social
issues.

Mr. President, to those of us who are
pro-life, being pro-life means protect-
ing our families and respecting the
sanctity of life. It also means main-
taining the central role of the family
in all our lives. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank those of
Right to Life of Michigan for their per-
severance in support of those goals.
Unfortunately, we still must spend
much of our time in the political
sphere, arguing against laws that pro-
mote the taking of unborn human
lives, and I am grateful for all their ef-
forts in that area as well.

Ending the tragedy of abortion will
not be easy. But groups like Right to
Life of Michigan and the National
Right to Life Committee are fighting a
winning battle. By their example, as
well as their arguments, they are show-
ing the power and the beauty of human
life.∑

f

DONALD J. BABB

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I stand be-
fore you today to pay tribute to Mr.
Donald J. Babb. Donald recently re-
ceived the 1997 Shirley Ann Munroe
Leadership Development Award, by the
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American Hospital Association, a dis-
tinction given to the rural hospital ad-
ministrator across the Nation who
‘‘displayed outstanding leadership
commitment to meet the challenges
faced by small/rural hospitals.’’

Donald was chosen to be the adminis-
trator by the first board of directors
for the Citizens Memorial Hospital in
Bolivar, MO, in the early 1980’s. With
his experience in hospital administra-
tion and construction, Donald has
taken what was once just a dream to
new heights of reality. In the last 17
years he has built a huge rural facility
as executive director of the Citizens
Memorial Health Care Foundation.
This facility provides excellent health
care to more than 75,000 individuals in
Bolivar and the surrounding areas. The
Citizens Memorial Health Care Foun-
dation now consists of an acute care
hospital, three long-term care facili-
ties, a residential care facility, inde-
pendent living apartments, 12 physi-
cian clinics, including six certified
rural health clinics—the first created
in Missouri—home health, hospice,
home medical equipment, homemaker
services, a wellness and counseling cen-
ter, a statewide health maintenance or-
ganization, and an extensive out-
patient rehabilitation program. Donald
also always makes time for his staff,
patients, residents, and community
members. He meets individually with
each new employee and makes regular
rounds of all of his health care facili-
ties in the area.

It is a privilege to honor Citizens Me-
morial Hospital Administrator, Donald
J. Babb, on this well deserved award. I
know the hospital will continue to im-
prove and grow for years to come. The
State of Missouri is lucky to have such
a facility and I want to express my sin-
cere appreciation to Donald Babb, who
makes Citizens Memorial Hospital
excel.∑
f

SERGEANT ALVIN C. YORK
∑ Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today is
an historic day for it was 79 years ago
on this date, October 8, 1918, that Sgt.
Alvin C. York faced a battery of Ger-
man soldiers alone in the Battle of the
Argonne. Sergeant York’s bravery dur-
ing World War I captured the imagina-
tion of the world. Here at home, he was
heralded as a true hero, complete with
the largest ticker tape parade New
York City had ever seen. President Wil-
son and General Pershing offered their
personal thanks, and Sergeant York re-
ceived this Nation’s Medal of Honor.

But home for Alvin York, despite his
new found fame, was the hills of Ten-
nessee in Fentress County. The values
instilled in him by his family remained
with him throughout his life, and he
used his platform as a hero of the Ten-
nessee hills to better the lives of his
neighbors and friends. Sergeant York
founded an industrial and agricultural
school in Fentress County, built a
church and Bible school, and when
money ran short, he helped to pay the
teachers’ salaries himself.

Today, 79 years later, we salute the
memory of Alvin C. York and his he-
roic deeds as a young soldier far from
home on the battlefield in France. De-
spite his great fame, home and family
were far more important to him. His
heroism extends far beyond the battle-
field. For the values that he lived each
and every day as a citizen of Fentress
County, TN, are values for all of us to
emulate in our daily lives.

Mr. President, the Sergeant York
Historical Association, of which I am
proud to serve on the board of direc-
tors, is committed to keeping the
memory of Sergeant York alive. I com-
mend the association for its efforts to
ensure that the York homeplace, his
grist mill, his papers, and the history
of World War I are not forgotten, but
will live on for generations to visit,
enjoy, and appreciate a piece of our Na-
tion’s fabric.

Sergeant York was a World War I
hero, but in truth, he is a hero for all
time.∑
f

MEDICARE BENEFICIARY
FREEDOM TO CONTRACT ACT

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise in support of the Medicare Bene-
ficiary Freedom to Contract Act of
1997. This legislation protects the right
of the elderly to be treated by the phy-
sician of their choice.

Great reform of Medicare was
achieved during the 1997 Balanced
Budget Act: regulations were stream-
lined, greater flexibility was given to
rural health care, and, most important,
the Medicare trust fund—on the verge
of bankruptcy—was salvaged for an ad-
ditional 10 years.

However, due to the administration’s
threat to veto the entire Balanced
Budget act, the conference committee
to the act added a requirement clearly
infringing on the rights of senior citi-
zens. The President’s provision pro-
hibits providers who privately contract
from treating Medicare patients for a
period of 2 years. Therefore, upon en-
actment of the 1997 Balanced Budget
Act, it is now unlawful for a doctor to
take a private payment from a Medi-
care-eligible patient if during the pre-
vious 2 years he has billed Medicare for
any service rendered to a patient over
the age of 65.

What is the reality of the President’s
provision?

The reality is that it will be almost
impossible for a senior citizen to con-
tract privately for medical services be-
cause few or no physicians are going to
be able to make ends meet if they can’t
accept Medicare patients for 2 years.
The reality is that, unlike every other
insured American, senior citizens have
no option but to receive the services
that their insurance carrier, Medicare,
recognizes and is willing to pay for. In
essence, upon turning the age of 65, you
have now lost a significant right—a
right of choice in who provides your
health care.

Mr. President, even in the socialized
medical system of Great Britain,

choice is offered to the elderly. In
Great Britain, a senior citizen has the
choice to pay privately for his or her
medical services. Don’t the elderly of
America deserve that same choice?

To remedy this situation, I have
sponsored legislation introduced by
Senator KYL of Arizona and Senator
NICKLES of Oklahoma. This legislation
explicitly provides that any Medicare
beneficiary can enter into an agree-
ment with the physician or practi-
tioner of their choice for any health
care service and for any length of time
when they choose to pay for such serv-
ices out of their own pocket. In brief,
the bill will ensure that Medicare-eligi-
ble beneficiaries who choose to pay out
of pocket will have an unrestricted
right to the health care provider of
their choice. I cosponsored a similar
bill two years ago.

The American Medical Association
has strongly endorsed this legislation.
In a letter dated September 18, 1997,
the AMA executive vice-president
writes:

The AMA believes that it is essential that
Medicare-eligible seniors have the unfettered
right to spend their own money to buy
health care if and as they so choose, irre-
spective of coverage under the Medicare pro-
gram. * * * (this) bill is an urgently needed
clarification of the law and would greatly
further the goal of providing Medicare bene-
ficiaries with more choices in their pursuit
of health care.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support of this important legislation.∑

f

CHANGES TO THE APPROPRIA-
TIONS COMMITTEE ALLOCATION

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, sec-
tion 203 of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 84, the Concurrent Resolution on
the Budget for fiscal year 1998, allows
the chairman of the Senate Budget
Committee to adjust the allocation for
the Appropriations Committee to re-
flect new budget authority and outlays
provided for the renewal of expiring
contracts for tenant- and project-based
housing assistance under section 8 of
the United States Housing Act of 1937.

I hereby submit revisions to the 1998
Senate Appropriations Committee
budget authority and outlay alloca-
tions, pursuant to section 302 of the
Congressional Budget Act.

The revisions follow:

Budget authority Outlays

Current allocation:
Defense discretionary ....... 269,000,000,000 266,823,000,000
Nondefense discretionary .. 256,036,000,000 283,243,000,000
Violent crime reduction

fund .............................. 5,500,000,000 3,592,000,000
Mandatory ......................... 277,312,000,000 278,725,000,000
Total allocation ................. 807,721,000,000 832,262,000,000

Adjustments:
Defense discretionary ....... .............................. ..................................
Nondefense discretionary .. ¥486,000,000 ..................................
Violent crime reduction

fund .............................. .............................. ..................................
Mandatory ......................... .............................. ..................................
Total allocation ................. ¥486,000,000 ..................................

Revised allocation:
Defense discretionary ....... 269,000,000,000 266,823,000,000
Nondefense discretionary .. 255,550,000,000 283,243,000,000
Violent crime reduction

fund .............................. 5,500,000,000 3,592,000,000
Mandatory ......................... 277,312,000,000 278,725,000,000
Total allocation ................. 807,362,000,000 832,383,000,000
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