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voted for, but it is coming home to
roost now.

Mr. LOTT. If the Senator will yield
for a comment, I think there are prob-
ably more Senators and House Mem-
bers that would agree with you this
week than last week, I say to the Sen-
ator.

Mr. BYRD. Well, I am heartened by
that. I thank the leader.

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor, Mr.
President.

Mr. McCAIN addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona.
Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I will be

very brief. In my discussions with the
majority leader over a period of discus-
sions of the campaign finance reform
bill, I told him that I would come back
with an amendment that I wanted an
up-or-down vote on. I want to repeat
again my intentions to have that. I do
not desire to tie up the Senate. I do not
desire to cause problems with ISTEA
or other pieces of legislation between
now and when we go out, but I will
have an amendment that I believe is
important and one that I think should
be considered by the Senate. This issue
should be resolved, I hope, before we go
to recess.

I yield the floor.
Mr. LEAHY addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Chair recognizes the distinguished Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. I thank the Chair.
Mr. President, I just want to make

reference to the comments just made
by the distinguished senior Senator
from West Virginia, my friend and col-
league of 23 years. He has served here
much longer than that. I have had the
opportunity to serve with him for now
almost 23 years.

Mr. President, I have made it very
clear in speeches on the floor and com-
ments to the public and people back in
my home State of Vermont that I com-
pletely agree with the distinguished
Senator from West Virginia on the
question of the line-item veto.

I was one of those, as he knows, who
voted against the line-item veto. I re-
call when he first came trying to say
something to me about it. He may well
recall this: I said, ‘‘You don’t even
have to lay out the arguments. I can’t
imagine why anybody in any legisla-
tive body would want to give up the
power of the purse strings to the Exec-
utive.’’

Again, I do not blame the Executive
for asking for it. If any Executive
thought that the legislative body
would be foolish enough to just hand
over the most significant part of their
power to them, well, few Executives
could resist the temptation.

Mr. BYRD. George Washington took
the viewpoint that he had to veto the
entire bill or sign it or let it become
law without his signature. He could not
do it piecemeal. Now the Senate and
House have made it possible for any
President to do just that. I do not
think George Washington would have
done that.

Mr. LEAHY. I say to my good friend
from West Virginia, who has as strong
and abiding history as any person I
have had the privilege of serving with,
that it goes back to George Washing-
ton, that more of us should say we
want to go back to George Washington.

Unfortunately, we have a lot of peo-
ple who give discussions about what
were the Founders’ intention, what was
in the Constitution. I sometimes won-
der if they have read either the Con-
stitution, the Federalist Papers, or any
history less recent than their latest
poll.

I say this because I heard some Mem-
bers say in the last couple days that
they wonder whether they made the
right decision in voting for that line-
item veto but did not go on to say,
‘‘But it was so popular in the polls’’—
so popular in the polls.

My good friend from West Virginia
has read much on decisions made by
those who were at the drafting and in-
troduction of the Magna Carta, has cer-
tainly read The Federalist Papers more
than anybody else here. He has read
the decisions that have been made at
very difficult times in our history. And
I suspect at most of those nobody was
doing any polling.

I do not think that the Founders in
Philadelphia—I do not think there
were many polls being taken. There
were certainly discussions among peo-
ple who had a great sense of not only
history but the history they were cre-
ating and the country they were put-
ting together.

I suspect also, and my friend from
West Virginia would probably agree
with this, I suspect also there were
many, many there who read, as the dis-
tinguished Senator from West Virginia
knows, what happened to the Roman
Senate. Caesar was given the power of
the purse.

I think it is an interesting thing be-
cause shortly after the breakup of the
Soviet Union, we had many visits here
from parliamentarians coming to see
how to set up a democracy. I am still
struck by one group from Russia who
sat in my office asking, how do you do
some of these things? Suppose your
President said, ‘‘No, we will build this
weapon and we will do that,’’ and you
said, ‘‘No,’’ how could you stop him? I
said we would not give him the money,
and they said, ‘‘You mean you can do
that?’’ That is why, after 200 years of
being the most powerful nation on
Earth, we are still a democracy. We are
not a dictatorship because there is that
check and balance.

I hope some who feel set upon be-
cause their own projects may have
been vetoed, if they would go back and
read history and think not just to be
concerned because they are discomfited
for the moment, but be more concerned
that they put an enormous hole in the
walls that set up the checks and bal-
ances in our Nation.

Does a Congress always use the
power of the purse wisely? Of course
not. I can point to times I have been on

the losing end in battles on appropria-
tions and spending bills. The distin-
guished Senator from West Virginia
rarely loses, but can still think, I am
sure, of times he may have. But it was
the Senate working its will. It was the
other House working its will. And then,
if the President doesn’t like it, veto it,
veto the bill.

I might say, and my friend from West
Virginia will remember, we have had a
number of times in appropriations bills
that we pass where the President really
was against one particular point, and
we sent it down, and he vetoed it. Then
we entered into a process of negotia-
tion and the bill gets passed again, and
maybe that item, that one item he
wanted out, was taken out. But he had
to make that whole decision of think-
ing they lost the whole bill in doing it,
and we had to, too. It is a two-way
street up and down Pennsylvania Ave-
nue. Now we just send it to the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue.

I say to my friends here in the Sen-
ate, don’t always jump to what is popu-
lar in the polls, especially if it hurts
the country. The most popular part of
the Contract With America, the most
popular part, was term limits. Now,
that struck so close to the bone that
those who would sign the Contract
With America made darn sure no term-
length-limit bills went through.

There were five or six different ver-
sions, so everybody could vote for
something, but no one version would
pass. That struck close to home so that
went through. Things that strike close
to home like that are pay raises and
what not.

What I say is, think about the coun-
try itself. The line-item veto is not a
way in any democracy for a parliamen-
tary party to give up its powers.

I thank my friend from West Virginia
for raising the point. I yield the floor.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

(During today’s session of the Sen-
ate, the following morning business
was transacted.)
f

EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise very
briefly to explain my absence on roll-
call vote No. 271. This was a procedural
vote to instruct the Sergeant at Arms.
I was attending a conference with Am-
bassador Richard Holbrooke and was
involved in a discussion of Bosnia and
the enforcement of the Dayton Peace
accords. I was unable to return to the
Senate for the vote.
f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
October 7, 1997, the Federal debt stood
at $5,415,085,048,979.17. (Five trillion,
four hundred fifteen billion, eighty-five
million, forty-eight thousand, nine
hundred seventy-nine dollars and sev-
enteen cents)
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One year ago, October 7, 1996, the

Federal debt stood at $5,221,842,000,000.
(Five trillion, two hundred twenty-one
billion, eight hundred forty-two mil-
lion)

Five years ago, October 7, 1992, the
Federal debt stood at $4,061,155,000,000.
(Four trillion, sixty-one billion, one
hundred fifty-five million)

Ten years ago, October 7, 1987, the
Federal debt stood at $2,377,991,000,000.
(Two trillion, three hundred seventy-
seven billion, nine hundred ninety-one
million)

Fifteen years ago, October 7, 1982, the
Federal debt stood at $1,131,630,000,000
(One trillion, one hundred thirty-one
billion, six hundred thirty million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $4 trillion—$4,283,455,048,979.17
(Four trillion, two hundred eighty-
three billion, four hundred fifty-five
million, forty-eight thousand, nine
hundred seventy-nine dollars and sev-
enteen cents) during the past 15 years.
f

U.S. FOREIGN OIL CONSUMPTION
FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 3

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the
American Petroleum Institute reports
that for the week ending October 3, the
United States imported 9,492,000 barrels
of oil each day, 1,607,000 barrels more
than the 7,885,000 imported each day
during the same week a year ago.

Americans relied on foreign oil for
59.9 percent of their needs last week,
and there are no signs that the upward
spiral will abate. Before the Persian
Gulf war, the United States obtained
approximately 45 percent of its oil sup-
ply from foreign countries. During the
Arab oil embargo in the 1970’s, foreign
oil accounted for only 35 percent of
America’s oil supply.

Anybody else interested in restoring
domestic production of oil by U.S. pro-
ducers using American workers?

Politicians had better ponder the
economic calamity sure to occur in
America if and when foreign producers
shut off our supply—or double the al-
ready enormous cost of imported oil
flowing into the United States—now
9,492,000 barrels a day.
f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:01 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by

Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 629. An act to grant the consent of the
Congress to the Texas Low-Level Radio-
active Waste Disposal Compact.

H.R. 998. An act for the relief of Lloyd B.
Gamble.

H.R. 1127. An act to amend the Antiquities
Act regarding the establishment by the
President of certain national monuments.

H.R. 1211. An act for the relief of Global
Exploration and Development Corporation,
Kerr-McGee Corporation, and Kerr-McGee
Chemical Corporation.

H.R. 1313. An act for the relief of Nancy B.
Wilson.

At 2:13 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
amendments of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 1122) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to ban partial-birth abor-
tions.

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION
SIGNED

At 2:50 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following bills and joint resolution:

S. 1000. An act to designate the United
States courthouse at 500 State Avenue in
Kansas City, Kansas, as the ‘‘Robert J. Dole
United States Courthouse.’’

H.R. 1122. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to ban partial-birth abortions.

H.J. Res. 75. Joint resolution to confer sta-
tus as an honorary veteran of the United
States Armed Forces on Leslie Townes (Bob)
Hope.

The enrolled bills and joint resolu-
tion were signed subsequently by the
President pro tempore [Mr. THUR-
MOND].

At 4:46 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2158) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of
Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and for sundry
independent agencies, commissions,
corporations, and offices for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1998, and for
other purposes.

At 5:50 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the following concurrent resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 169. Concurrent resolution
providing for an adjournment of the two
Houses.

f

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 998. An act for the relief of Lloyd B.
Gamble; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 1127. An act to amend the Antiquities
Act regarding the establishment by the
President of certain national monuments; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 1211. An act for the relief of Global
Exploration and Development Corporation,
Kerr-McGee Corporation, and Kerr-McGee
Chemical Corporation; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

H.R. 1313. An act for the relief of Nancy B.
Wilson; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

f

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following measure was read the
first and second times by unanimous
consent and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 629. An act to grant the consent of the
Congress to the Texas Low-Level Radio-
active Waste Disposal Compact.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROTH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, without amendment:

S. 1269. An original bill to establish objec-
tives for negotiating and procedures for im-
plementing certain trade agreements (Rept.
No. 105–102).

By Mr. D’AMATO, from the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, with-
out amendment:

S. 1271. An original bill to reauthorize the
mass transit programs of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
105–103).

By Mr. HELMS, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment and
with a preamble:

S. Res. 112. A resolution condemning the
most recent outbreak of violence in the Re-
public of Congo and recognizing the threat
such violence poses to the prospects for a
stable democratic form of government in
that country.

By Mr. HELMS, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute and an amendment
to the title and with a preamble:

S. Con. Res. 37. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that Lit-
tle League Baseball Incorporated was estab-
lished to support and develop Little League
baseball worldwide and should be entitled to
all of the benefits and privils available to
nongovernmental international organiza-
tions.

f

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
committees were submitted:

By Mr. D’AMATO, from the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:

Ellen Seidman, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Director of the Office of Thrift Su-
pervision for a term of five years.

Edward M. Gramlich, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System for the unexpired
term of fourteen years from February 1, 1994.

Roger Walton Ferguson, of Massachusetts,
to be a Member of the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System for the
unexpired term of fourteen years from Feb-
ruary 1, 1986.

Dennis Dollar, of Mississippi, to be a Mem-
ber of the National Credit Union Administra-
tion Board for a term expiring April 10, 2003.
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