October 6, 1997

SECTION 1. EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN MINERAL IN-
TERESTS IN BILLINGS COUNTY,
NORTH DAKOTA.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
direct the consolidation of certain mineral inter-
ests in the Little Missouri National Grasslands
in Billings County, North Dakota, through the
exchange of Federal and private mineral inter-
ests in order to enhance land management capa-
bility and environmental and wildlife protec-
tion.

(b) EXCHANGE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law——

(f) if, not later than 45 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, Burlington Resources Oil
& Gas Company (referred to in this Act as
“Burlington” and formerly known as Meridian
Oil Inc.), conveys title acceptable to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (referred to in this Act as
the “‘Secretary’’) to all oil and gas rights and
interests on lands identified on the map entitled
“Billings County, North Dakota, Consolidated
Mineral Exchange—November 1995, by quit-
claim deed acceptable to the Secretary, the Sec-
retary shall convey to Burlington, subject to
valid existing rights, by quit-claim deed, all Fed-
eral oil and gas rights and interests on lands
identified on that map; and

(2) if Burlington makes the conveyance under
paragraph (1) and, not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the owners of
the remaining non-oil and gas mineral interests
on lands identified on that map convey title ac-
ceptable to the Secretary to all rights, title, and
interests in the interests held by them, by quit-
claim deed acceptable to the Secretary, the Sec-
retary shall convey to those owners, subject to
valid existing rights, by exchange deed, all re-
maining Federal non-oil and gas mineral rights,
title, and interests in National Forest System
lands and National Grasslands identified on
that map in the State of North Dakota as are
agreed to by the Secretary and the owners of
those interests.

(c) LEASEHOLD INTERESTS.—As a condition
precedent to the conveyance of interests by the
Secretary to Burlington under this Act, all
leasehold and contractual interests in the oil
and gas interests to be conveyed by Burlington
to the United States under this Act shall be re-
leased, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

(d) EQUAL VALUATION OF OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
EXCHANGE.—The values of the interests to be ex-
changed under subsection (b)(1) shall be deemed
to be equal.

(e) APPROXIMATE EQUAL VALUE OF EX-
CHANGES WITH OTHER INTEREST OWNERS.—The
values of the interests to be exchanged under
subsection (b)(2) shall be approximately equal,
as determined by the Secretary.

(f) LAND USE.—

(1) EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT.—The
Secretary shall grant to Burlington, and its suc-
cessors and assigns, the use of Federally-owned
surface lands to explore for and develop inter-
ests conveyed to Burlington under this Act, sub-
ject to applicable Federal and State laws.

(2) SURFACE OCCUPANCY AND USE.—Rights to
surface occupancy and use that Burlington
would have absent the exchange under this Act
on its oil and gas rights and interests conveyed
under this Act shall apply to the same extent on
the federally owned surface estate overlying oil
and gas rights and interests conveyed to Bur-
lington under this Act.

(g) ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR ENVI-
RONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LANDS.—AIl activities
of Burlington, and its successors and assigns,
relating to exploration and development on en-
vironmentally sensitive National Forest System
lands, as described in the ‘“Memorandum of Un-
derstanding Concerning Certain Severed Min-
eral Estates, Billings County, North Dakota’,
executed by the Forest Service and Burlington
and dated November 2, 1995, shall be subject to
the terms of the memorandum.

(h) MAP—The map referred to in subsection
(b) shall be provided to the Committee on En-
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ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate and
the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives, kept on file in the office of the
Chief of the Forest Service, and made available
for public inspection in the office of the Forest
Supervisor of the Custer National Forest within
45 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(i) CONTINUATION OF MULTIPLE USE.—Nothing
in this Act shall limit, restrict, or otherwise af-
fect the application of the principle of multiple
use (including outdoor recreation, range, timber,
watershed, and fish and wildlife purposes) in
any area of the Little Missouri National Grass-
lands. Federal grazing permits or privileges in
areas designated on the map entitled ‘‘Billings
County, North Dakota, Consolidated Mineral
Exchange—November 1995’ or those lands de-
scribed in the ‘““Memorandum of Understanding
Concerning Certain Severed Mineral Estates,
Billings County, North Dakota’’, shall not be
curtailed or otherwise limited as a result of the
exchanges directed by this Act.

Mr. DOMENICI. | ask unanimous
consent the committee amendment be
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read
three times, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 750), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

S. 750

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN MINERAL IN-
TERESTS IN BILLINGS COUNTY,
NORTH DAKOTA.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
direct the consolidation of certain mineral
interests in the Little Missouri National
Grasslands in Billings County, North Da-
kota, through the exchange of Federal and
private mineral interests in order to enhance
land management capability and environ-
mental and wildlife protection.

(b) ExcHANGE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law—

(1) if, not later than 45 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, Burlington Re-
sources Oil & Gas Company (referred to in
this Act as ‘“Burlington” and formerly
known as Meridian Oil Inc.), conveys title
acceptable to the Secretary of Agriculture
(referred to in this Act as the ‘“‘Secretary’’)
to all oil and gas rights and interests on
lands identified on the map entitled “‘Bil-
lings County, North Dakota, Consolidated
Mineral Exchange—November 1995, by quit-
claim deed acceptable to the Secretary, the
Secretary shall convey to Burlington, sub-
ject to valid existing rights, by quit claim
deed, all Federal oil and gas rights and inter-
ests on lands identified on that map; and

(2) if Burlington makes the conveyance
under paragraph (1) and, not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the owners of the remaining non-oil and gas
mineral interests on lands identified on that
map convey title acceptable to the Secretary
to all rights, title, and interests in the inter-
ests held by them, by quitclaim deed accept-
able to the Secretary, the Secretary shall
convey to those owners, subject to valid ex-
isting rights, by exchange deed, all remain-
ing Federal non-oil and gas mineral rights,
title, and interests in National Forest Sys-
tem lands and National Grasslands identified
on that map in the State of North Dakota as
are agreed to by the Secretary and the own-
ers of those interests.

(c) LEASEHOLD INTERESTS.—As a condition
precedent to the conveyance of interests by
the Secretary to Burlington under this Act,
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all leasehold and contractual interests in the
oil and gas interests to be conveyed by Bur-
lington to the United States under this Act
shall be released, to the satisfaction of the
Secretary.

(d) EQUAL VALUATION OF OIL AND GAS
RIGHTS EXCHANGE.—The values of the inter-
ests to be exchanged under subsection (b)(1)
shall be deemed to be equal.

(e) APPROXIMATE EQUAL VALUE OF EX-
CHANGES WITH OTHER INTEREST OWNERS.—
The values of the interests to be exchanged
under subsection (b)(2) shall be approxi-
mately equal, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(f) LAND USE.—

(1) EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT.—The
Secretary shall grant to Burlington, and its
successors and assigns, the use of Federally-
owned surface lands to explore for and de-
velop interests conveyed to Burlington under
this Act, subject to applicable Federal and
State laws.

(2) SURFACE OCCUPANCY AND USE.—Rights to
surface occupancy and use that Burlington
would have absent the exchange under this
Act on its oil and gas rights and interests
conveyed under this Act shall apply to the
same extent on the federally owned surface
estate overlying oil and gas rights and inter-
ests conveyed to Burlington under this Act.

(g) ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR ENVI-
RONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LANDS.—AIll activi-
ties of Burlington, and its successors and as-
signs, relating to exploration and develop-
ment on environmentally sensitive National
Forest System lands, as described in the
‘““Memorandum of Understanding Concerning
Certain Severed Mineral Estates, Billings
County, North Dakota’, executed by the
Forest Service and Burlington and dated No-
vember 2, 1995, shall be subject to the terms
of the memorandum.

(h) Map.—The map referred to in sub-
section (b) shall be provided to the Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources of the
Senate and the Committee on Resources of
the House of Representatives, kept on file in
the office of the Chief of the Forest Service,
and made available for public inspection in
the office of the Forest Supervisor of the
Custer National Forest within 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(i) CONTINUATION OF MULTIPLE UsSe.—Noth-
ing in this Act shall limit, restrict, or other-
wise affect the application of the principle of
multiple use (including outdoor recreation,
range, timber, watershed, and fish and wild-
life purposes) in any area of the Little Mis-
souri National Grasslands. Federal grazing
permits or privileges in areas designated on
the map entitled “Billings County, North
Dakota, Consolidated Mineral Exchange—
November 1995 or those lands described in
the ‘“Memorandum of Understanding Con-
cerning Certain Severed Mineral Estates,
Billings County, North Dakota’, shall not be
curtailed or otherwise limited as a result of
the exchanges directed by this Act.

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER
7, 1997

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, in be-
half of the leader, | ask unanimous
consent that when the Senate com-
pletes its business today, it stand in
adjournment until the hour of 10:30
a.m. on Tuesday, October 7. | further
ask that on Tuesday, immediately fol-
lowing the prayer, the routine requests
through the morning hour be granted
and the Senate immediately proceed to
a period of morning business until 12:30
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
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for up to 10 minutes each with the fol-
lowing exceptions: Senator DASCHLE or
his designee, 45 minutes, from 10:30 to
11:15; Senator HUTCHISON or her des-
ignee, 45 minutes, from 11:15 to 12 noon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI. | also ask unanimous
consent that from the hour of 12:30 p.m.
to 2:15, the Senate stand in recess for
the weekly policy luncheons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, to-
morrow the Senate will be in a period
for morning business until 12:30. The
Senate will then recess for the policy
luncheons to meet until 2:15. When the
Senate resumes at 2:15, the Senate will
proceed to a cloture vote on the pay-
check protection amendment, which is
pending to the campaign finance re-
form bill. If cloture is not invoked, the
Senate will proceed to a cloture vote
on the campaign finance reform bill it-
self. If cloture is not invoked, the Sen-
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ate could resume the D.C. appropria-
tions bill for consideration of the re-
maining issues to that appropriations
matter. Therefore, additional votes
could occur during Tuesday’s session of
the Senate. Also, as announced, the
Senate may turn to any appropriations
conference report that becomes avail-
able.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DOMENICI. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, |
ask the Senate stand in adjournment
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:36 p.m, adjourned until Tuesday,
October 7, 1997, at 10:30 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate October 6, 1997:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JAMES CATHERWOOD HORMEL, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO LUXEMBOURG.

GERALD S. MCGOWAN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF
PORTUGAL.

LYNDON LOWELL OLSON JR., OF TEXAS, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO SWEDEN.

A. PETER BURLEIGH, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
UNITED NATIONS DURING HIS TENURE OF SERVICE AS
DEPUTY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS.

BILL RICHARDSON, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE A REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
UNITED NATIONS DURING HIS TENURE OF SERVICE AS
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS.

RICHARD SKLAR, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AN ALTER-
NATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE UNITED NATIONS DURING HIS TENURE OF SERV-
ICE AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS FOR UN MANAGE-
MENT AND REFORM.

NANCY E. SODERBERG, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNIT-
ED STATES OF AMERICA FOR SPECIAL POLITICAL AF-
FAIRS IN THE UNITED NATIONS, WITH RANK OF AMBAS-
SADOR.

NANCY E. SODERBERG, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE AN ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SESSIONS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS DURING
HER TENURE OF SERVICE AS ALTERNATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR SPECIAL
POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE UNITED NATIONS.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

KENNETH R. WYKLE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION,
VICE RODNEY E. SLATER.
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