September 30, 1997

NOTICE OF HEARING

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

Mr. KYL. Mr. President. | previously
announced for the benefit of Members
and the public that the Subcommittee
on Water and Power of the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources
scheduled a hearing to receive testi-
mony on the following measures:

S. 725—To direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey the Collbran Rec-
lamation Project to the Ute Water
Conservancy District and the Collbran
Conservancy District;

S. 777—To authorize the construction
of the Lewis and Clark Rural Water
System and to authorize assistance to
the Lewis and Clark Rural Water Sys-
tem, Inc., a nonprofit corporation, for
the planning and construction of the
water supply system, and for other pur-
poses;

H.R. 848—To extend the deadline
under the Federal Power Act applicable
to the construction of the AuSable Hy-
droelectric Project in New York, and
for other purposes;

H.R. 1184—To extend the deadline
under the Federal Power Act for the
construction of the Bear Creek Hydro-
electric Project in the State of Wash-
ington, and for other purposes; and

H.R. 1217—To extend the deadline
under the Federal Power Act for the
construction of a hydroelectric project
in the State of Washington, and for
other purposes.

In addition to these bills the sub-
committee will also consider S. 1230, a
bill to amend the Small Reclamation
Projects Act of 1956 to provide for Fed-
eral cooperation in non-Federal rec-
lamation projects and for participation
by non-Federal agencies in Federal
projects; and S. 841, to authorize con-
struction of the Fort Peck Reservation
Rural Water System in the State of
Montana, and for other purposes.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, October 7, 1997, at 2 p.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

Those wishing to testify or submit
written statements for the record
should contact Betty Nevitt, Staff As-
sistant, at (202) 224-0765 or write to the
Subcommittee on Water and Power,
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO

MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask

unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
September 30, 1997, to conduct a hear-
ing of the following nominees: Laura S.
Unger, of New York, to be a commis-
sioner of the Securities and Exchange
Commission; Paul R. Carey, of New
York, to be a commissioner of the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission;
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Dennis Dollar, of Mississippi, to be a
member of the National Credit Union
Administration Board; Edward M.
Gramlich, of Virginia, to be a member
of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve; Roger Walton Ferguson,
of Massachusetts, to be a member of
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve; and Ellen Seidman, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a director of
thrift supervision.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be
granted permission to meet during the
session of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30, for purposes of conducting a
full committee hearing which is sched-
uled to begin at 9:30 a.m. The purpose
of this oversight hearing is to receive
testimony on the impact of a new cli-
mate treaty on U.S. labor, electricity
supply, manufacturing, and the general
economy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the full Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be granted permission to meet
to consider S. 1180, the Endangered
Species Recovery Act of 1997, Tuesday,
September 30, 9:30 a.m., Hearing Room
(SD-406).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, September 30, 1997, at
4:00 p.m. to hold a House/Senate con-
ference.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent on behalf of the
Governmental Affairs Committee spe-
cial investigation to meet on Tuesday,
September 30, at 10 a.m., for a hearing
on campaign financing issues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources be
authorized to meet for a hearing on to-
bacco settlement during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, September 30,
1997, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, September 30, 1997 at 2
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p.m. in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen
Office Building to hold a hearing on the
nomination of Raymond C. Fisher, Jr.,
of California, to be Associate Attorney
General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, September 30, 1997 at 3
p.m. in room 226 of the Senate Dirksen
Office Building to hold a Judicial
Nominations hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION, FEDERALISM,

AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Constitution, Federal-
ism, and Property Rights of the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, September 30,
1997, at 10:30 a.m. to hold a hearing in
room 226, Senate Dirksen Building, on
““Unconstitutional Set-Asides: ISTEA’s
Race-Based Set-Asides After
ADARAND.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. FAIRCLOTH. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Tuesday, September 30, 1997, at 2:30
p.m., on Fast Track.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NOMINATION OF BILL LANN LEE

® Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, | take
the floor today to speak about the
nomination of Bill Lann Lee to be As-
sistant Attorney General for Civil
Rights at the Department of Justice. |
urge the Judiciary Committee to act
expeditiously on this nomination and
send it to the full Senate for a vote.

Bill Lann Lee brings outstanding
legal, educational and personal creden-
tials to this important position. Most
recently, he served as the western re-
gional counsel for the NAACP Legal
Defense and Education Fund. Mr. Lee
is also regarded by many as a skilled
consensus-builder with a knack for
finding pragmatic solutions, earning
him praise from allies and adversaries
alike. His numerous accomplishments
in litigation and over 20 years of expe-
rience in civil rights work have estab-
lished him as one of the most experi-
enced civil rights lawyers in the Na-
tion.

Bill Lee was inspired to become a
civil rights lawyer by his father, who
was subjected to discrimination in



S10240

housing and other areas because of his
race, even after serving his country
loyally in the U.S. Army during World
War Il. Witnessing this bigotry had a
profound impact on young Bill. After
graduating from Columbia Law School
in 1974, he entered the legal profession
with a passion for serving the public
interest and advocating for civil rights.

Bill Lee will bring a passion and com-
mitment to the cause of civil rights
and equal treatment under law for all
Americans. He is a tremendous role
model for all Americans who care
about civil rights. Early in life, he rec-
ognized the importance of public serv-
ice and he has dedicated his life to it.

On that point, | would like to take
this opportunity to express my concern
that many Americans, especially those
with Asian names or of Asian heritage,
may be less interested in becoming in-
volved in public life as a result of a se-
ries of unfortunate and disparaging re-
marks made by some in the media and
in public positions.

Such remarks and misperceptions ap-
peal to the worst human instincts
when we should be appealing to the
best. A recent study by the National
Asian Pacific American Legal Consor-
tium documented an increase last year
in hate crimes targeting Asian Pacific
Americans.

This disturbing trend demonstrates
that now is the time for these issues to
be handled fairly, thoroughly and expe-
diently, under strong new leadership by
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights
Division. e

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS CONFERENCE RE-
PORT

SECTION 8123
e Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, |
would like to enter into a colloquy
with Senate Appropriations Committee
Chairman TED STEVENS concerning sec-
tion 8123 of the fiscal year 1998 Defense
appropriations bill, H.R. 2266.

Is it the chairman’s expectation that
the Secretary of Defense will not exer-
cise the authority in section 8123 with
regard to specialty steel and other
steel products encompassed in the fol-
lowing Harmonized System of Tariffs
(HTS) numbers: 7208 (carbon steel); 7218
through 7223 (stainless steel); 7224
through 7229 (alloy steels, high speed
tool steels and electrical steels); 7304
through 7306 (stainless steel pipe and
tube); 7502 through 7508 (nickel-based
alloys; 8105, 8108, 8109 (cobalt/titanium/
zirconium-based alloys); 8211, 8215
(stainless steel flatware) unless the
failure of the Secretary of Defense to
exercise such waiver authority pursu-
ant to section 8123 will trigger unilat-
eral retaliatory sanctions by a foreign
country?

Mr. STEVENS. The Senator is cor-
rect.

Mr. D’AMATO. | would like to associ-
ate myself with the comments of the
senior Senator from Pennsylvania, Mr.
SPECTER, and underscore my similar
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expectation that the Secretary of De-
fense will not exercise the authority in
section 8123 with regard to the prod-
ucts enumerated by Senator SPECTER.®

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ELLS-
WORTH AIR FORCE BASE’S 28TH
BOMB WING

® Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, |
would like to take this opportunity to
recognize the men and women of Ells-
worth Air Force Base’s 28th Bomb
Wing and join them in their celebra-
tion of the Air Force’s and the bomb
wing’s 50th anniversary.

This is a wonderful time to reflect on
the remarkable role the U.S. Air Force
and the 28th Bomb Wing have played in
our national security and to look to-
ward the future at the growing impor-
tance air superiority will have in main-
taining the peace around the world.
These past five decades have provided
countless successes and great memo-
ries for the men and women who pi-
loted, maintained, and provided over-
sight to the numerous important mis-
sions of the U.S. Air Force. Our coun-
try owes all who have served a debt of
gratitude.

The 28th Bomb Wing was born in Au-
gust 1947 when the Strategic Air Com-
mand organized the wing at Rapid City
Army Air Field, later renamed Ells-
worth Air Force Base, SD. In 1949, the
28th participated in the first of a long
line of historical missions when B-29’s
flew a 90-day show-of force mission dur-
ing the Soviet blockade of Berlin. At
the start of the cold war, the B-29’s
gave way to B-36 Peacemakers in 1950
as the 28th provided an umbrella of se-
curity for NATO countries.

The crews of the B-36 were dedicated
to their missions—primarily reconnais-
sance and to gather photographic and
electronic information. However, ac-
cording to B-36 crew chief Bill Shoe-
maker, they did everything from drop
haybales to stranded livestock during
the terrible winters of 1949 and 1950 for
Operation Haylifts; transport Thanks-
giving turkeys to soldiers in Green-
land; attend the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth 11, and take a member of the
royal family on a short flight. The abil-
ity to perform any job, and do it well,
was the hallmark of the B-36 crew and
a trait that has been reflected in the
personnel of the 28th throughout the
years.

Senior Master Sgt. Dave Sitch spent
6 of his 26 years of military service at
Ellsworth Air Force Base as part of the
28th Bomb Wing—1951-55, 1974-76. “‘In
the days of the ’36 and as part of the
28th, that was the closest group | had
ever been in. There was a lot of com-
petition among the squadrons, but
there was a lot of camaraderie too. We
looked out for each other.””

Jet technology changed the face of
aeronautics, and the all-jet B-52
Stratofortress started replacing the
Peacemakers in 1957. The 28th Bomb
Wing played an important role in the
Vietnam war, flying both bombers and
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tankers for 9 years. Over the next 20
years, Ellsworth Air Force Base be-
came a vital component of our coun-
try’s defensive strategy as the 28th as-
sumed the bomber role in the Strategic
Projection Force. The B-52 mission ex-
panded to include sea reconnaissance,
surveillance, and conventional oper-
ations from forward bases, and Ells-
worth Air Force Base’s reach extended
to a number of hot spots overseas.

Don Strachan spent 10 years as a
member of the 28th Bomb Wing at Ells-
worth Air Force Base. He recalls a time
when the B-52’s participated in an op-
eration titled Airborne Alert, in which
one-third of the entire B-52 fleet was
expected to remain airborne at all
times between 1957 and 1960. ‘“Some of
the wings couldn’t handle it, but the
28th filled in. We never failed to meet
our commitment. It was like family.
We supported everyone extremely well.
The esprit de corps was unmatched.
There was a great deal of sharing
among the crews. People would come in
and observe our operations.”’

Strachan and Shoemaker recalled
conducting maintenance on planes in
desperately cold temperatures. While
stationed with the B-36’s in Greenland,
Shoemaker recalled, ‘““It was so cold,
you couldn’t do anything. We worked
under the lights on ramps. It was so
dark all the time.” Strachan said
maintenance crews worked in chill fac-
tors that were 100 degrees below zero.
“Nothing stopped the 28th,” said
Strachan.

Fred Hurst spent six different stints
totaling 19 years at Ellsworth Air
Force Base as a member of the 28th
Bomb Wing. For many years, he served
as president of the 28th Bomb Wing Re-
union Association and was recently
succeeded in the position by Strachan.
Hurst spent 30 years of military serv-
ice, working in maintenance on B-29’s,
B-36’s, and B-52’s and retired from
military service as a chief master ser-
geant. He retired last year as a civilian
worker and advisor on B-1B operations.
Hurst says the 28th Bomb Wing has al-
ways been admired for its professional-
ism and efficiency. ‘It is a good wing.
It’s been at the top for so many years
as far as performance goes. It has a
great safety record. Whenever someone
had a problem, everyone and his broth-
er tried to help him.”

Mike Isaman spent a total of 15 years
at Ellsworth Air Force Base over two
stints. As a member of the 28th Bomb
Wing, Isaman said teamwork was key
to the success of any operation, as well
as to the success of the Wing and the
Base. ‘““We were all friends. Everyone
looked out after each other. It was a
team. It worked together. They all
stood together. We would do anything
possible for other crews and squad-
rons.”

The Air Force introduced the next
generation of bombers, the B-1B Lanc-
er, in 1987, and once again, the 28th
took the lead in housing the sleek new
bombers. Adding to its already storied
combat experience, the wing deployed
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